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By Alvaro Huerta
Now that the application season has
concluded for millions of students applying for undergraduate, graduate
and professional schools, the acceptance notifications will loom
over many of their heads like dark
clouds for the next few months.
During this time, I will reflect on
my improbable journey from innercity public schools to advanced
degrees from the best universities
in the world. This includes a B.A.
(history) and M.A. (Urban Planning) from UCLA in addition to a
Ph.D. (City & Regional Planning)
from UC Berkeley. By shedding
light on my own story, I hope to
encourage other students from
America’s barrios and ghettos to
pursue higher education at elite
universities.
While I have worked hard and
sacrificed much over the years, I
question the American notion that
only “hard work” and “perseverance”
lead to success. Too often, corporate minded outsiders who never

experienced poverty or attended
overcrowded public schools preach
to inner-city Latinos and African
Americans about working hard,
making the right choices and being
accountable for their actions as the
sole means to upward mobility.
While these virtues are necessary
for inner-city students to succeed,
policy makers, educators and civic
leaders should address the root
causes that produce educational inequality in the first place, such as
a profit-oriented system that
favors the affluent, inadequate
public schools, low levels of
educational attainment, low financial
capital, lack of quality jobs, residential
segregation and institutional
racism. As the son of poor Mexican
immigrants and a former resident
of East Los Angeles’s Ramona
Gardens housing project, I, along
with my seven siblings, grew up in
a bleak environment impacted by
these structural constraints.
While I do not pretend to have
the answers to address the complex
educational needs of America’s
disenfranchised youth, I can say that
in my case, I benefited from several
factors throughout my educational
trajectory that helped me overcome
tremendous obstacles. This includes
the following five factors: specialized skills, luck, close-knit family,
hard work and sacrifice.
Throughout my early years at
Murchison Elementary School, I
excelled in mathematics. While
many inner-city kids hope to escape
the mean streets via their athletic
skills, my specialized skills revolved around algebraic equations,
polynomials and word problems.
Thanks to my favorite teacher,
Ms. Cher, who had hair like “I

Love Lucy’s” eponymous character,
I mastered algebra in the sixth
grade. Like my brother Salomon,
a critically acclaimed painter who
displayed great artistic abilities at
an early age, my specialized math
skills represented my ticket out of
the projects, which were known as
the Big Hazard projects for the
local gang.
Luck also played a vital role in
my academic career. While I bused
to a majority-white middle school
where I was tracked into wood shop
and metal shop classes, I learned
of a great college prep program at
Lincoln High School. Thanks to my
childhood friend Hector, I learned
about Upward Bound at Occidental
College a federally funded college
prep summer program for historically
disenfranchised youth.
Hector, who also yearned to
escape the projects, peer-pressured
me into applying. Like many
teenagers, I feared the unknown
and felt overwhelmed by the
personal statement, which I quickly
disposed of out of frustration. Luckily for me, after Hector retrieved
my crumpled, hand-written essay
from the trash can and ironed it
out, I reluctantly applied and was
accepted. If not for Hector and Upward Bound, I don’t think I would
have been prepared for or accepted
to UCLA as a freshman.
My close-knit family also
provided me with unconditional
support throughout my university
studies. I especially recognize the
wise Latinas in my family... My
mother, four sisters and wife. Lacking formal education, my mother
made my father take my brother and
me (at 13 years of age) to work in
Malibu as day laborers. This was

done to give us a glimpse of life in
the U.S. without a good education.
Also, my brilliant wife, Antonia,
who holds advanced degrees in
education and economics, originally encouraged me to pursue my
Ph.D. and academia, serving as a
concrete example for our gifted
son, Joaquin, to both emulate and
surpass.
Finally, I acquired the virtues of
hard work and sacrifice from my
late parents. While my father,
Salomon Sr., first toiled as a farm
worker under the Bracero Program,
(the U.S.-Mexico guest-worker
program of the mid-20th century)
he later worked as a janitor at a rim
factory for decades, earning minimum wage.
Meanwhile, my mother, Carmen,
who first worked as a domestic
worker in San Diego when our
family lived in a Tijuana slum prior
to migrating to the U.S., spent 40
years of her life cleaning the homes
of the affluent. Thanks to their
hard work and sacrifice, along with
the support of my wife Antonia, I
overcame tremendous obstacles as
a poor Chicano kid from the projects to become an Urban Planning
Scholar.
Alvaro Huerta is a UC Berkeley
alumnus with a doctorate in City
Regional Planning and an Urban
Planning Scholar, he is also a
nationally syndicated writer.
Currently a visiting scholar at
UCLA Chicano Studies Research
Center.
His research interests include
Urban Planning, Social Network
Analysis, Immigration, Social
Movements and Informal Economy.
He is happily married to his
wonderful wife Antonia Montes.
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Monica Harmon, a long time
LAPD volunteer and Public Safety
Advocate has been making presentations on Anti-Bullying at public
schools, parks and town hall meetings
for about a year now. These eye
opening presentations on ‘Bullying”
have caught the attention of the Los
Angeles Police Department, Los
Angeles Unified School District and
many community members throughout the City of Los Angeles.
Last month she embarked to
Murchison Elementary just outside of
Ramona Gardens Housing Projects,
where most of the kids who attend
this school live.

THE VOICE COMMUNITY
NEWS attended the school assembly
and witnessed eager students begin
to file in the auditorium.
There were several LAPD Officers
which are assigned to the Ramona
Gardens Projects at the assembly.
Many Officers greeted students as
they walked into the auditorium.
Some students passed by with a
smile giving “High Fives” to the
Officers.
The assembly began with Harmon
asking the students, “How many of
you know what Bullying is?” - Most
students raised their hands.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Wilson High School

Lincoln High School Wilson High School

Class of 1962
Reunion

Class of 1972
Reunion

Class of 1972
Reunion

Lincoln High School Class of
1961, ‘62 and ‘63 cordially
invites you to our 50-Year
Reunion taking place on Saturday,
September 29, 2012 at the
Embassy Suites Hotel in Brea,
CA.
RSVP early and save money.
Each Ticket cost $80 through
June 1, 2012,
$85 June 2- August 15, 2012 \
(no ticket sales at the door)
Reception 5pm (no host bar)
Buffet 6-8pm
Dance 8-12pm

Woodrow Wilson High School
Class of 1972 is hosting their
40th Year Reunion on Saturday,
October, 6th 2012 at the Shilo
Inn Hilltop Suites in Pamona
CA.
40 years flew by and its only
7 months away. This reunion is
open to all classes.
Event features:
Cocktails Reception
Dinner and Dance.

Woodrow Wilson High School
Class of 1982 is hosting their
30th Year Reunion on Saturday,
July 28th 2012

For more info contact:
Irene (Carrillo) Bazan
562-692-1496
or
Maria (Alvarez) Gandara
626-570-0717

For more info contact:
Please eamil
wilsonmules82@gmail.com

Send your
community
announcements to
voicepub@gmail.com

Early Bird Discount Avalaible
For more info contact:
Steve Skrah
626/841-8456
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Metro Student Field Trips
Metro’s Transit Education Team
is excited to offer the Metro
Student Field Trip Program to LA
County Schools, grades 1-12. The
program provides students, faculty
and chaperones access to 18
approved destinations on Metro
bus and/or rail service.
Program Overview
Online curriculum must be
completed before requesting a
field trip; Field trips are limited
to groups of 40, including chaperones; The student-to-adult ratio is
1 adult per 10 students; Students
are limited to one field trip per
school year; Field trips are limited
to the 18 approved locations only.
Custom trips are not offered; No
children under five years of age are
permitted; Trips are only available
Monday – Friday, 10am to 2pm;
Field trip requests must be made
three weeks in advance to field trip
date and submitted through the
online curriculum only; Field trips

are first come, first served and are
limited to a total of five per day;
and All student and adult participants will be issued appropriate
fare media to ride the system.
Field trips are limited to the
following locations:
Walt Disney Concert Hall, California
Science Center, Natural History
Museum, Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA), Union Station &
Olvera Street, Long Beach Aquarium of the Pacific, Wells Fargo History Museum, Chinatown, Audubon Center (Nature Tours / Solar
Energy Workshops), The Armory,
Japanese American Museum, Central Library, Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA), Los
Angeles City Hall / Court Buildings, Kidspace Children’s Museum, Balboa Park, Japanese Gardens, The Arboretum & Botanical
Garden
Contact: Jaqueline Martinez
213/922-4050

EASTSIDE BIDE CLUB
Leads One of our most anticipated
FAMILY FRIENDLY RIDES to
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Sunday, April 15th

Meetup at 8:30am - We Roll at 9am
From Walgreen’s Parking Lot
2551 West Main Street
Alhambra, CA 91801

(There is plenty of FREE STREET PARKING on surrounding streets)

Bring: Water, Snacks, Cell Phone, Money as there is lots
to eat along the route, a bike in good working condition, and a great attitude. Be ready for a fantastic trek
from Alhambra / South Pasadena / El Sereno area to
DTLA and beyond. This is one of those MUST experience
events you will be talking about for long time!
INFO: 323/572-8211 facebook / EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB

Become a Fan of THE VOICE on Facebook.com / THE VOICE COMMUNITY NEWS
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LAPD Bike Sting - “What They Missed”

SAVE THE DATE

By Carlos Morales - Article originally published in www.lastreetsblog.org
On Thursday, March 1, 2012, the LAPD Central Traffic Division deployed
eight motorcycle officers to Downtown Los Angeles (DTLA) in what was called
a “Bike Lane Sting.” The LAPD’s mission was to educate and issue traffic citations to motorist, cyclist and pedestrians whose actions infringed on the rules of the road. The focus was on bike lanes violations. The task force deployed
along both the green striped bike lane on Spring Street and soon to be striped Main Street.
I road my bike to DTLA to report on the bike sting. Within minutes of my arrival, I come across the sting in
action. This post will report on four incidents that I thought
were worth noting.
The 1st incident: A traffic officer pulled over a driver for
driving a block and a half in the bike lane. The motor officer
stated, “At first I thought the motorist was going to make a right
turn at the intersection and had merged into the bike lane 200’
prior to the intersection. There was no cyclist in the lane, I was
going to let her go. But when she proceeded through the intersection and continued to drive in the bike lane, I pulled her over
to let her know what she did wrong and issued her a citation.
She said she was not aware of what these green lanes meant.”
The 2nd incident: Involved a cyclist traveling eastbound on 6th
Street. He made a left on to Spring Street heading northbound
(Spring Street is a One Way traveling southbound.) As the
cyclist weaved his way thru traffic and made the left turn he
came right to the front wheel of another traffic officer. The
officer issued the citation and I witnessed the officer explain
why he was receiving a citation.
I spoke with the cyclist after the officer finished issuing the
traffic ticket. The cyclist in his early 50’s, did not want to be
identified, until I explained to him that perhaps he could prevent a
fellow cyclist from receiving a citation who may read this post.
He agreed to speak but did not want to be identified by name
said, “This is embarrassing, I am not from LA and I’m here
visiting my daughter, I’m from Montana, from a small town
of 24,000 we do not have these types of traffic problems and
police that issue tickets to cyclists. I knew there was something
wrong as soon as I made the left turn and seen her in front of
me. I understand the danger of driving against traffic, I was
site seeing and was not paying attention, I just followed that
motorcycle and pointed it out (which was now parked on the
sidewalk), I asked the officer why are you giving me a ticket and
not that motorcycle that I followed onto this street? The officer
said, ‘my view was blocked with a bus and only noticed you as
the bus moved.’”
The 3rd incident: A cyclist caught my attention by his acrobatic
antics on wheels, it was funny to see his dog and pony show but
in a blink of an eye he became a very dangerous bike rider with
disregard for public safety.
I followed him from a safe distance and noticed him swerving across
all traffic lanes from curbside to curbside. All of a sudden, at
Spring and First Street0s, he went into a craze and stopped all
traffic traveling in all directions with very dangerous maneuvers, at times challenging motorist head to head as they tried to
drive around him causing complete chaos. Unfortunately there
were no traffic officers around to write him up.
Even though LAPD officers were specifically looking bike
lane related violations, we noticed a several violations that were
not being enforced and completely ignored. Oversize delivery
truck blocking a portion of the lane, this one was parked here
for an hour and several motor officers and bike patrol officers
road by without citing this vehicle. In the picture there is a sign
that reads; “NOTICE, FOR YOUR SAFETY THIS AREA IS
MONITORED BY THE L.A.P.D. VIDEO CAMERAS.” Are
these the video cameras that were reported in the Los Angeles
Times last month that they are not operating OR is someone not
doing their job of Public Safety?
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ROYAL RANGERS CAR WASH
Saturday, April 7th
@ Calvary Chapel AOG
5375 Poplar Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
Starts at 7:30am

2nd Annual BOYLE HEIGHTS DOG SHOW
Saturday, April 12th
@ Resurrection Parrish
3360 Opal St,
Boyle Heights,CA 90023
Time: 1pm-4pm.
Any family can enter their dog into the show. More
info: www.bhdogshow.yolasite.com or Michael Aldapa
323-973-9900.
Motorist did not know what Green Lane means

CicLAvia - LA’s Party Two Wheels
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB FEEDER RIDE
Sunday, April15th
Thru the Streets of LA
10am - 3pm
323/572-8211

2nd Annual KITE FLYING FESTIVAL

Cyclist cited for riding bike against traffic

Sunday, April 22nd - EARTH DAY
@ Ascot Park
4371 Multnomah St
El Sereno, CA 90032
9am - 2pm

RELAY FOR LIFE 24 Hour Cancer Walk
Saturday and Sunday June 2nd - 3rd
@ Alhambra Park
Saturday 9am - Sunday 9am
Teams now forming. Organizers are looking for
Sponsor, Survivors, Caregivers, and Volunteers.
Rebecca 323/397-2156 rperez04@gmail.com
Gabriel 626/673-4021 chivonegro2024@yahoo.com

B & H CYCLES

Amusing but dangerous cyclist riding
against traffic

Bicycle Sales * Service * Repairs

Schwinn * Mongoose
Open 7 Days
Best Prices & Service
Fuji
* GT
Pake
* IRO

(626) 799-6788

1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasadena, CA 91030

LAPD did not cite oversized vehicles in lane
The 4th incident: The fourth and most notable incident: A
film production company for the TV series “Ringer” was shooting a scene at 626 Spring Street. When I rode by the first time
there was lighting and grip equipment in the parking lane between the curb and bike lane. On my second pass of
the 18-block tour, the lighting, grip equipment and crew began to move and setup in the middle of the bike lane. I
witnessed a passing cyclist which had to swerve out of the bike lane and onto traffic lanes at times, as crew members
were carrying equipment onto the street. I began to take pictures to document several violations taking place IN THE
BIKE LANE.
First of all, there were no traffic officers / police officers / LADOT / security guards upon my arrival on the street
securing the cyclist safety as they rode by the obstacles and crew members concentrating on setting up the gear, there
was no signage as required by CA Department of Transportation. CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

B & H CYCLES

PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE

25% OFF LABOR
20% OFF ACCESSORIES

(626) 799-6788

1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasa
Pasadena,
dena, CA 91030
* Discount Limited To One Accessory - One Coupon per person
Coupon cannot be combined with other discounts

JOIN the bike rides thru the city
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT WE MEET AT 6:30pm and Ride @ 7PM

Meet at TROY’S BURGERS
(Corner of valley blvd & eastern ave in El sereno)

ALL BICYCLE RIDERS INVITED TO JOIN
REGARDLESS OF AGE AND ABILITY
Please weAR a helmet on our rides!

Weekly Bike Rides Tuesday & Saturdays

323.572.8211
bikesinla@yahoo.com
B e cco
o m e a FA
FAN
N o f the EA
EAS
S TTS
S IDE
I DE BI
BIK
KEE CL UB LOS
LO S ANGEL
ANG EL ES on
o n Fa
Face
ceb
bo
ook
ok
F o l l o w u s o n t w i t t e r. c o m / e a s t s i d e b i k e s

Original Club Charter Established 1893
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Bullying -“We Are Here To Change That Behavior”
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
She then asked if the students, “Have
you seen it happen at school?” Again
most students raised their hands. Harmon
then said, “We are here today to
change that behavior!”
In recent years, Bullying has been
brought to the forefront of society due
to the fact that media outlets have
highlighted various tragic deaths as a
result of Bullying.
There have been several cases across
the country and the world where kids
commit suicide, plan massive attacks or
bomb threats focused on killing others
because of Bullying. It’s happening at
schools, churches, and the workplace.
Harmon ask the kids at the assembly
which were 4th and 5 graders, “How
many of them had a cell phone?”
Nearly 90% of the students raised their
hands. Harmon then asked, “How many
have a facebook account?” LAPD
Officers, teachers and this reporter
were all surprised to the overwhelming
amount of students that had facebook
accounts (Nearly 95% of the students.)
Harmon then asked, “How many of you
use text, or messaging?” Just about
everyone again raised their hands.
The fact is most students (even
elementary students) are using social
media, computers, cell phones, texting,
messaging, to communicate with friends,
utilizing Aps such as facebook, foursquare, and myspace, and hundreds of
other programs available to communicate over the internet.
Today, Bullying has carried over into
cyberspace which is more difficult to
control because of its rapid communication, rumors can spread at lightning
speeds, reaching hundreds, thousands, to
millions, seeing it happen and sharing
or tweeting to it to others in their social
groups, the process is repeated many
times over, most people who share it
are not aware that they are enabling the
Bullies to continue these antics to hurt
someone.
Harmon’s presentation addressed several
types of Bullying both in person and by
Cyber Bullying (utilizing computers,
the internet, and cell phones.)
The problem or danger here is that
many parents are not computer literate
or internet savvy to know what there
kids are doing or who they are texting
or messaging, and many may not even
be aware of this happening.
Most parents buy the phone for their
kids as a safety mechanism to call
home in case of an emergency. The
technology in our world has changed
and evolved, yet the education on how
to use or not use these emerging
technologies is so far behind. Harmon
said, “There are no courses designed
to educate anyone on what to do and
not do when it comes to social media.”
Anti-Bulling
There is a global fight against bullying,
not to take it, not to promote it, not to
engage in it. More people are taking
notice after being exposed to it via
presentations such as Harmon’s.
Even celebrities such as Lady Gaga
and Kobe Bryant, have made public
service announcements which focuses
on bullying telling fans that it is not a
game, it is no laughing matter.
The biggest bully in the world…
The school culture across the country
is part of the problem, as school officials across the country try to cover up
or downplay bullying incidents. Harmon’s presentation is strong and to
the point, and gets the message across
that Bullying should never be tolerated or taken lightly. The presentation
given by Harmon highlights several
occasions where bullying happens, at
home, at school, at work, with classmates, friends and family members

and coworkers. The presentation educated ALL in the attendance, students,
teachers, administrators, police officers
and this reporter.
It gave example on how a simple
comment may often be disregarded by
teachers and administrators where it is
not addressed or reported. These bullying
incidents can even involve the teachers
and staff (which do not realize of being
part of the problem), it can escalate
to where an entire class will begin to
Bully someone thinking it is funny, not
knowing the harm they can cause the
individual that is the being singled out.
Bullying is misunderstood
Not everyone is on the same page or
can agree what constitutes Bullying.
Bullying is a form of aggressive
behavior that is intentional, hurtful
(physical and psychological) and /or
threatening and persistent often
repeated.
Examples of Physical Bullying are:
Hitting, slapping, elbowing,
shouldering, shoving someone in a
hurtful or embarrassing way, kicking,
taking, stealing, damaging, defacing
belongings of another, restraining, and
pinching.
Examples of Verbal Bullying:
Name calling, insulting remarks or
put downs, repeated teasing, Racist
remarks, gender remarks, harassment,
threats and intimidation.
Examples of Indirect Bullying
Destroying relationships, destroying
some ones reputation, humiliation and
embarrassment, intimidation, gossiping,
spreading nasty and malicious rumors
and live about someone, hurtful
graffiti, exclusion of someone from
a group or social club, stealing
boyfriends/girlfriends, making facial
expressions, treating gestures, taunting, insulting, glares, dirty looks, nasty
jokes, notes being passed around.
Example of Cyber Bullying:
Negative text messages on cell
phones, email, or voicemail messages,
mean telephone calls or verbal threats.
Cyber Bullying is most common among
children ages 12 to 17, but it may also
involve adults. Adults accused of
harassing children or teens are generally
referred to as cyber-harassers or cyberstalkers.
As our world evolves to electronic
communication children are being
exposed to it at a young age as most
adolescents have an e-social life.
Teens and by the poll Harmon used at
the assembly even younger kids use the
Internet for school work, cell phones
to communicate, social networks to
post content or schedule events, and
mobile devices to stay connected with
their peers.
Unfortunately, even legislation
governing the use of social or mobile
media has not kept pace, thus leaving
law enforcement at a disadvantage
when encountering such cases.
What can you do to stop it?
Here are some tips that community
members can do:
Share and this article with friends,
family members and coworkers. Educate
yourself on what laws pertain in this
state, county and city ordinances.
Collaborate with school administrators
and Parent Teacher Student Associations,
Neighborhood Watch Groups. Work
with each other to develop clear and
responsive policies on the use of electronic media on and off campus, on how
students can safely report Cyber Bullying, and on what remedies are available
for suspects and victims. This policy
also should define the roles of school
and law enforcement officials, outline
penalties for students and educators
who ignore it, and detail parental
notification.

-Monica Harmon

Parents, Teachers, Administrators,
Human Resource staff at the place of
employment should all be educated on
Bullying.
Many people often experience bullying as a passive witness and do not
engage intervene because a lack of
knowledge, if more people would put
themselves in the shoes of the person
being bullied, they would not do it or
tolerate it.
At the end of Harmon’s presentation
at Murchison, she had all the students
stand up and make a pledge to create
the change and asked the students to
repeat the following phrases;
“I am a strong student, I’m a leader,
I will treat others with respect, I refuse to bully others, I promise to tell
an adult when I see bullying, I refuse
to watch, I refuse to laugh, I refuse to
join in, I will be a good role model, I
will not make others feel bad, I’m a
do something person, not a do nothing person, I will help change my
school, sticking up for someone is the
right thing to do, I will not post negative comments on the computer, I will
stand up and speak out against bullying, and I will make a difference in my
school” The kids clapped, cheered and
gave high fives to each other. Teachers
were grateful for the presentation.
Martha Cisneros a community member
who came to listen to the presentations
said, “This presentation was full of
passion, very educational, and a eye
opener for all of us here today.”
We also spoke with Antonio Torres, a
fifth grade teacher at Murchison, who
brought his class to listen to this presentation. Torres said, “The presentation
was informative, I think it sends a clear
concise message to the kids who are
Bullying and at the same time empower
kids to step up and let them know it
is not right to Bully someone. I think
the kids will bring up many questions
in our follow up in class and we will
have dialog on problems that maybe
some kids have been having at school,”
said Torres. I asked Torres, “What he
thought when Harmon asked the kids
if they have witnessed Bullying at this
school and overwhelmingly everyone
raised their hand?” Torres replied, “I
think we are not isolated to this problem
and I believe all schools have it. This
presentation has made me more alert of
the problems that can occur at school
and I will definitely pay closer attention
to kids conversations and I think the
kids will take this information with
them to their homes, this presentation
is powerful and could help our entire
community.” Torres also mentioned,
“I was very surprised to hear our kids
had facebook accounts, and Harmon
pointing out that kids may have two
accounts, one that mom and dad know
about and others that their friends use
to keep things from their parents.”
Torres also commented, “We have
a policy at this school that all phones
should be turned off, and they should
not be utilizing a phone at all, if we
catch anyone using one, it will be taken
away from the student.”
The day after the presentation, Harmon
followed up with an email which
stated, “I would like to thank the
Hollenbeck Area Community Safety
Partnership Officers for attending the
Anti Bullying Assembly at Murchison
Elementary School yesterday. In the
last few weeks 5 US Teens have committed suicide because of Bullying, and
65 since 2009.”
Harmon sees the trend of Bullying
increasing and is taking preventive
measures to stop it. If you want Harmon to present at your school, church
or Town Hall meeting you can contact
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SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES
HALL FOR RENT
AMERICAN LEGION POST #139
Available for

Weddings, Birthday Celebrations
& Other Occasions
Reasonable Rates Includes Free Security
Kitchen Facilities also available for a small fee

626/576.9584
626/458.2723

24 N. Stoneman Ave. Alhambra, CA 91801

Limon Iron Works
Windows / Rejas
Ramiro Limon - Owner
323/385-4607

Doors / Puertas
Stairs / Escaleras
Fences - Gates / Cerco
Handrails / Pasa Manos

Roberto Arcadia
323/781.4427

4993 Huntington Drive, Unit B Los Angeles, CA 90032

Valdez’s

Plumbing & Heating

Morris

Water Heaters, Floor and Wall Heaters, Copper Repiping,
Disposals - Sewer Cleaning, Water and Gas Leak Detection
Air Conditioning and Heating

24 H o u r E m ergen cy S er v ice
Specialist in Repairs & Installation

Morris Valdez

(323) 223-0871
(626) 484-0239

Serving the Northeast Los Angeles Community Since 1986
State Lic# 617754

GREG’s

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Tune-ups, Brakes,
All Major Repairs

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up Service
Greg

4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
(323) 227-4774
(Corner of Eastern and Valley)
10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD
Jose

PAZ / VODERY

CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPEMENT, INC.
New Construction, Remodeling / Construction Management

(800) 314-7980

Carlos Paz
Contractor, President

Cell (323) 533-3375
Email: jdsterlin@aol.com

Fully Insured
Certified Building Inspector
International Code Conference
# 0871809-B5

Certified Mechanical & Plumbing Inspector

17700 Avalon Blvd, Suite 107, Carson, CA 90746

THE VOICE COMMUNITY NEWS
Is a community news publication published once a month. It is delivered to residents
and businesses in the El Sereno, Lincoln Heights, Boyle Heights, Rose Hill, Happy Valley,
University Hills, Ramona Gardens, Hermon, Montecito Heights, Cypress Park, Highland
Park, Downtown Alhambra and Emery Park communities.
Our growing network of community participation has made this publication the primary
source for local information. We strive to make a positive impact on the community by
reporting news that is seldom found anywhere else in the media to inform and educate this
community on what is going on in their front yard.
We welcome community interest stories and press releases. 80% of all articles are written
by community stakeholders with the vision of an informed community is a strong community.
THE VOICE reserves the right to edit all materials due to space constrictions.
THE VOICE is not responsible nor liable for any claims or offerings, nor responsible for
products availability that may be advertised. The opinions expressed in these columns are
those by the authors who wrote them. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part
without written permission from the editor is prohibited.
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Metro To Offer Special Dodger Stadium
Express Bus Service from Union Station to
Dodger Stadium during Pre-game and
Regular Season 2012 Dodgers Games

Barrio Action Continues Its Mission:
To Help Families In Need

In 1977, Sister Emmanuel Barragan, a
Nun with the Blessed Virgin Mary Order,
opened the doors to Barrio Action Group,
Inc. as the Center was then known. By
doing so, she not only opened the door to
a new Center, but shed a light of hope to
high school dropouts who could not
perform in a regular school setting and gang
members who were kicked out of school
for being involved or associating with
gang members.
Sister Emmanuel saw the need in the El
Sereno community to start this program
and attempt to give an education to these
youth who in some cases could not even
read and write. The vision that Sister
Emmanuel established decades ago has
continued and evolved several times over
the years under the leadership of Tammy
Membreno, who has been the Executive
Director for over 20 years.
In 1987, the Whittier Earthquake drastically damaged what used to be El Sereno’s Fire Station #47, Barrio Action’s first
permanent location. This prompted a grassroots fundraising movement to begin looking
for funding to rehabilitate the Center. In
1994 after the Northridge earthquake,
the building suffered even more extensive
work that required the Center to seek out
additional funding to completely rebuild
the Center.
After years of fundraising, on January
21st, 2008, thirty-one years after its inception Barrio Action opened its brand
new doors to its present site, which happens
to be back at the original location where
the Old Fire House #47 once stood. The
$9.5 Million, 22,000, square-foot facility was
built with community support and monetary aid from the City of Los Angeles,
County of Los Angeles, State of California
and
supporting private foundations to
better serve the El Sereno and Northeast
Los Angeles community. The majority of
stakeholders longed for a “Safe place for
children and families”. The building houses
a league sized basketball court which
accommodates many activities, not just
basketball. The gym has hosted large
community meetings as it can provide
seating for 250 community members. It
has also been the place where over 700
persons are served hot meals or provided
with different sources of entertainment
during their annual holiday events.
Over the years, this agency has provided
more than 20,000 youth and families the
tools needed to create and sustain a healthy
and nurturing family life. The staff is
committed to educate, develop their client’s
social skills to retain their dignity and
reinforce their self-esteem.
Barrio Action’s programs include activities that empower young people to succeed
both academically, economically, and
socially. Staff works with people of all
ages, with an emphasis on helping highrisk and at-risk youth, young adults and
their families. The trust and partnership
they have established with youth and their
families provides the avenue needed to increase the chances for youth to understand
life choices that are available to them. This
knowledge gives an opportunity for youth
to make better informed decisions that will
impact their lives.

Today, Barrio Action Youth and Family
Center is one of 21 Family Source Centers
(FSC) that provides comprehensive services
to residents of the City of Los Angeles and
is a delivery system for anti-poverty
initiatives and core services designed to
assist low-income families with youth,
ages 16 and under with the two main
objectives being to increase family income
and improve academic achievement.
Barrio Action collaborates with a network
of agencies including; Plaza de la Raza,
Los Angeles Boys and Girls Club, LA
Center for Law and Justice and Lincoln
Heights Tutorial Program.
Additionally, Barrio Action has a partnership with a number of agencies that provide
free supplemental services to the community
from the Center. Some of these agencies
include: Hillsides, Hathaway-Sycamores,
Children’s Bureau, LA Unified School
District, AltaMed, QueensCare, and
Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
On October 1st 2011, Barrio Action was
awarded the “Gang Reduction and Youth
Development” (GRYD) grant through
the City of Los Angeles’ Mayor’s Office.
With this grant, Barrio Action will be able
to provide gang prevention services to the
El Sereno, Ramona Gardens and Lincoln
Heights communities. Through this grant
there is a multitude of services that will be
provided such as family focused services,
peer activities and individual attention
(i.e., Counseling and Mentoring).
Currently, GRYD staff is collaborating
with LA Boys and Girls Club, LAPD,
Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles and LAUSD in order to decrease the
risk factors of the local youth. According to Claudia Solis, GRYD Program
Manager, “Barrio Action’s GRYD Prevention Team takes pride in its commitment
to provide the best services possible to
help youth stay on the path to a positive
and successful future.” They have grown
from providing services to 300 families a
week to over 900 families. Their facility
now allows the ability to provide more
programs, partnering with numerous nonprofits and the local schools.
Through their two major grants, Barrio
Action now offers a wide variety of free
services and programs which include:
• Case Management
• ESL Classes Information and Referral
• Parenting Classes
• Tutoring
• Homework Assistance
• Economic Support
• FDIC Money Smart Program Workshops
• Free Income Tax Preparation Services
• Immigration Workshops
• Housing Workshops (Foreclosure Emergencies)
• Computer Classes
• Nutrition Classes
• Arts and Crafts Workshops
• Girls’ Psychotherapy Group
• Women’s Group
For more information regarding their
services, contact them at 323-221-0779 or
visit their website:

Metro will again offer Dodger Stadium
Express bus service from Union Station
in downtown Los Angeles to Dodger Stadium beginning April 3 with the Dodgers pre-game series and throughout the
regular 2012 baseball season under a
grant approved by the Mobile Source Air
Pollution Reduction Review Committee
(MSRC).
“Once again, The Dodger Stadium
Express comes through for fans,” said Metro
Board Chairman and Los Angeles Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa. “Through a generous
grant, the MSRC will allow ticketed fans
to ride free from Union Station to Dodger
Stadium with the purchase of a Dodgers
game ticket.”
A grant of $300,000 awarded to Metro by
the MSRC was made in support of clean
fuel transit service to link Union Station
to Dodger Stadium. The MSRC awards
funding within the South Coast Air Basin
from a portion of the vehicle registration
fee set aside for mobile source projects
that result in emission reductions.
“Today’s action is a “Triple Play” for
Dodger fans,” said Supervisor Michael
D. Antonovich, a South Coast Air Quality
Management District representative on the
MSRC and MTA 1st Vice Chair. “Reestablishing our Dodger Stadium Express bus
will provide fans across the region an
opportunity to avoid traffic, save gas and
help improve air quality.”
Last year under a similar grant from the
MSRC, the Dodger Stadium Express bus
service transported over 116,000 fans with
68 percent of those riders using public
transportation from their place of origin to
get to Union Station to take advantage of
the special bus service to the games.
Funding under the MSRC grant will be
used to offset the cost of fares on the Dodger
Stadium Express bus service for passengers
possessing a Dodgers ticket. Service will
be provided starting two hours prior to the
beginning of the games and will end 45

minutes after the end of the game.
The Dodger Stadium Express will begin
at Union Station picking up Dodgers fans
at the Patsaouras Bus Plaza adjacent to the
east portal of Union Station and continue
to Dodger Stadium via Sunset Blvd. and
Cesar Chavez Avenue. Passengers will be
dropped off and picked up in the Dodgers
parking lot behind Left/Center field.
Service will be provided every 10 minutes
prior to the start of the game and run
approximately every 30 minutes throughout the game. Metro will deploy state of
the art 40-foot clean burning compressed
natural gas (CNG) buses. Dodgers
admission tickets will be honored as fare
payment to ride the bus service. Those
without a ticket will pay regular one way
fare of $1.50.
The Los Angeles Dodgers are working
closely with Metro to ensure a high level
of awareness for this service to Dodger
Stadium and plan to continue to promote
the service to fans during each game. The
Dodger Stadium Express bus service will
be provided by Veolia Transportation under contract to Metro.
Patrons are encouraged to use the many
transportation alternatives that serve
Union Station that will connect them to the
Dodger Stadium Express. Metro operates
the Metro Gold Line from East Los
Angeles to Pasadena, the Metro Red/Purple subway lines from Wilshire/Western
and North Hollywood to downtown and
the Metro Green Line between Norwalk
and El Segundo intersects with the Metro
Blue Line operating between Long Beach
and downtown Los Angeles.
In addition Metrolink and Amtrak trains
(please check departure times/schedules)
are available and Metro operates many
bus lines that serve Union Station where
patrons can easily transfer to the Dodger
Stadium Express. For specific route and
schedule information visit www.metro.net
or call 323.GO.METRO (323.466.3876).
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968
Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Public Auto Auction
Subasta Publica
* EVERYONE WELCOME
* OVER 100 CARS PER WEEK
* NO ADMITTANCE FEE / BUYERS FEE
www.viertels.com

www.barrioaction.org
CADA MARTES
a las 9:00am
Inspeccion de Vehiculos

EVERY TUESDAY
at 9:00am
VEHICLE INSPECTION

A las 8:00AM

AT 8:00AM

101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143 * Fax: (213) 250.4360
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OBITUARY
Albert Aquino

August 7, 1957
January 9, 2012
Albert Aquino was born on
August 7th, 1957 in New York
City. He spent his childhood in
the borough of Brooklyn with his
mother, Celina, and his 7 older
siblings, 3 brothers and 4 sisters.
Even as a child, Albert had a
natural charisma and dashing
good looks that charmed every
person he met.
Having a passion for movies,
Albert eventually moved to Los
Angeles to pursue an acting
career. He landed small roles
in movies like Scarface and Star
Trek 3. Albert continued his film
career behind the camera, working in
the Sound Department as a boomoperator on some of the most
successful films of all time. His
resume of work includes titles
such as Dances with Wolves, Last
of the Mohicans, Glory, and Field
of Dreams.
However, Albert’s greatest role
was that of a husband to Tammy
Membreno and as a father to
Alexander and Mathieu Aquino.
He loved cooking family meals,
telling stories, going fishing, and
making people laugh. He was
always generous with his time and
willing to do whatever he could
to help someone in need. Never
short of advice for others, Albert
found himself the surrogate father
for many and a comforting soul to
everyone.
His giving and loving spirit,
hearty laugh, and magnetic smile
will live on in the hearts of his
family and friends. Albert lost
his 6 year battle against Diabetes
on Monday, January 9th, 2012.
We will greatly miss him.

Kid Will Host Car Wash and Yard
Sale To pay For Camping Trip

The Royal Rangers from Calvary
Chapel Assemblies of God Outpost
43 from El Sereno are hosting
a Car Wash and Yard Sale as a
fund-raiser for their cross country
trip to the 2012 National Camporama, being held in Springfield
MO.
The Royal Rangers Camporama
trip is scheduled for July 9-13,
2012. The National Camporama
is being held in Southwest
Missouri at the National Royal
Rangers Camp, called Eagle Rock
Retreat Center, near Eagle Rock,
Missouri. It is approximately a
2-hour drive from Springfield,
Missouri.
The Camporama will be a colorful
cultural event with Rangers
gathering from all continents.
Participants will experience
culturally diverse programs which
will encompass camping traditions from around the world.
The funds are needed are for

registration and meals for ten
days for each boy, which includes
six days of travel (3 days to and
3 days return from camp. They
are planning their trek on Friday,
July 6th and return to El Sereno
on Sunday July 16th.
The kids know money is tight
and realize that it can be a
financial burden on their parents,
so they came up with the idea of a
Car Wash and Yard Sale.
To sweeten the deal, the kids
are throwing is A FREE HOT
DOG is included with every Car
Wash. The Rangers are asking
for a suggested donation of $8 for
cars and $10 for SUV’s but welcome any donation towards their
cause. The Car Wash is scheduled
for April 7th at Calvary Chapel
located at 5375 Poplar Blvd. El
Sereno starts at 7:30am. The kids
are asking for the community to
support their efforts.

- The Office Night Club Proudly presents

“THEE BROFFESIONALS ”
Featuring

“Rudy Salas” From “TIERRA”
Thursday, April 26, 2012 Showtime 8:30pm
* The group featuring members “TIERRA”

Tickets Available at The Office (626) 475-7200
Lupe Guillen (323) 227-1051
Cafe in the Heights / William Aparicio (323)224-9964

Become a FAN of
The Voice
Community News

facebook
Daily Community Updates

FREE COMMUNITY SERVICES
Do you need help understanding
your phone bill?

International Institute
of Los Angeles
Can assist and possibly $AVE
you MONEY on your phone bill.
Contact: ROSA RAMIREZ

323/224.3800 Ext. 218
3845 Selig Place, LincolnHeights, CA 90031

323/572-8211

email: voicepub@gmail.com

2nd Annual El Sereno Kite Flying
Festival at Ascot Hills on Earth Day

The LA-32 Neighborhood Council
Arts & Culture Committee
(Michael Oropeza, and Therese
U. Hernandez-Cano) invites you
to join your neighbors at the 2nd
Annual El Sereno Kite Festival
being held at Ascot Hills.
Bring your family, neighbors
and friends to Ascot Hills Park on
Sunday, April 22nd, to celebrate
Earth Day with Kite flying! Last
year this event drew several hundred
people to the majestic Ascot
Hills.
Refreshments will be provided,
but the community is encourage
to pack a picnic lunch and bring
your kites to the rolling grassy
hills of Ascot Hills park considered El Sereno’s urban oasis on
the east side of downtown Los
Angeles. There is plenty of free
parking on site. Come and
explore the scenic 360 degree
vistas of the City of Angels and
the San Gabriel Valley.
The LA-32 Neighborhood Council
will be provide some kites on a
first come first serve basis. You
are welcome to bring your own,
There will also be a Kite Making
Workshop, and presenting awards
for various categories in “Kite
Flying and Making” achievements.
Light snacks and refreshments

are being provided by the Membership & Outreach and Sports
and Rec Committees of the LA32 Neighborhood Council.
Other groups involved in the days
activities: include the Eastside
Bike Club which will begin with
an early morning ride and end up
at the kite festival. For info on the
bike ride contact 323/572-8211 of
on facebook.com / eastside bike
club (Its Earth Day – Everyone
is encouraged to Walk, or Bike to
the event)
Wilson High School’s T.R.E.E.
(Teenagers Representing Environmental Education) Club, will
have clean-ups in the community
that will end at Ascot Hills and
Teacher Kevin Armenta will be
leading those efforts.
In case of rainy weather, the
event will be postpone for the
following week!
Remember to keep posted to
THE VOICE COMMUNITY
NEWS ON FACEBOOK FOR
MORE DETAILS!
It takes place on Sunday, April
22nd, 2012 From11:00 AM to
3:00 PM
Ascot Hills Park, Multnomah St,
El Sereno, CA. 90032
Volunteers are always Welcomed!
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LAPD Bike Lane Sting - No One Sees The White Elephant in the Bike Lane
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
There was no LADOT alerting
or directing merging traffic,
there were no safety cones
setup alerting motorist and
cyclist of the closure of the
bike lane, no flagman posted
to slow traffic down, and no
lighted directional signs.
Not until I requested to see a
city issued film permit to block
the bike lane did people start
to move. All of the sudden two
retired LAPD Officers who
were hired for this shoot came
out from a nearby parking lot
and positioned themselves IN
THE BIKE LANE and began
to waive down the cyclist in
an uncoordinated fashion, the
first officer pointed cyclists
right into the path of the
second officer.
However, the security
officers made no attempt to
slow automobiles as cyclists
approached the danger zone.
Each cyclist basically had to
maneuver themselves to get
past this dangerous and illegal
activity.
While witnessing this fiasco I
contacted LAPD Sergeant David Krumer of the LAPD who
amongst other duties is liason
to the LAPD Bike Task Force
and asked him if he had time
to research what was going on.
He made time to come and see
for himself. During the wait
several LADOT automobiles
passed by the shoot not
stopping once to address the
traffic concerns.
Upon Sgt. Krumer’s arrival,
the location manager Greg
Lazzaro, of CBS Productions
came out to speak to Krumer
and I, as did Derrick Storm, a
monitor working for Film LA.
We had an impromptu meeting on the sidewalk. Lazzaro

To make matters worse, A
Los Angeles City Fire Inspector
assigned to this film / video
shoot was standing only thirty
feet behind me witnessing the
entire scenario unfold. He
kept his hands in his pockets
just looking at me take
pictures and remained quiet
as Krumer and I talked to
Lazzaro and Storm. He did
not make one attempt to ensure public safety measures
were in place in the bike lane,
during the entire duration
(well over an hour) while I
was present on scene.
After our group conversation to address the concerns I
had brought up, and with Sgt.
Krumer’s departure back to
his office, the crew began to
wrap up their outdoor shoot
and began to clear the bike
lane. Their next shot was a
scene indoors.
I thought I made my point
and as I saddled my bike and
looked back to get ready to
merge onto the bike lane, a
white van pulls up in front
of me, blocking the bike lane
again, doors swing open while
security guards waited on the
sidewalk. I remained in disbelief that it was happening
again, only minutes later.
The crew had walkie-talkies
and could have easily communicated with the driver to
STAY OUT OF THE BIKE
LANES. As I reached into my
backpack for my camera, a
couple of handlers whisked an
actor into the van, doors slam
close and the van speeds off.
The van had plenty of room
to properly park in the parking
lane but again disregarded
public safety and the Green
Bike Lane. I looked back at
the LA City Fire Marshal, he

stated, “I tried to obtain a bike
lane closure from LADOT,
they told me that they were
not going to issue one. We are
trying to follow the new rules
surrounding bike lanes.
There needs to be a lot more
dialog between LADOT,
LAPD, THE LAPD BIKE
TASK FORCE, FILM LA
and production companies to
see where we can all respectfully come to a mutual understanding, and I am willing to
be part of that dialog”, stated
Lazzaro.
I explained to both Lazzaro
and Storm, “I truly understand,
appreciate and support film
production in Los Angeles. I
was formally in this industry
and really enjoy it. We need it
to stay here in Los Angeles. I
am aware of the fiscal contributions and impact production
companies make to our local
economy of products and
goods along with the many
jobs it creates.
However, Is it fair to disregards cyclist wellbeing and
possibly loss of life because
of wanting to get the shot and
not properly planning. If this
green bike lane does not raise
safety concerns then something is seriously wrong with
this picture, safety comes
first, whether it is actors, crew
members, or the public, it can
not be overlooked.”
Film L.A.’s website states,
“The decision to issue a
particular permit is vested in
the discretion of the appropriate
City or County department
or their designees (including
Film L.A., Inc.), to be exercised
consistent with public health,
safety and general welfare,
and applicable land-use ordinances.”

just turned and walked away.
On this day I witnessed first
hand a tremendous disconnect
for Cyclist Safety by LAPD
Central Bureau Motor Officers, LADOT, FILM LA,
the CBS Production Company and LAFD. A meeting
must take place between all
these agencies and include the
LAPD BIKE TASK FORCE
in order to keep LA moving
forward. Its one thing to say
LA is becoming bike friendly
on paper, or at a press conference, or website post, its another thing is MAKING IT
HAPPEN.
In the future when the LAPD
Bike Sting Task Force is deployed, looking for violators
– open your eyes!
Here are the results of the
LAPD Bike Sting presented
to the LAPD Bike Task Force
the following day.

Cyclist had to swerve into traffic to avoid
production company set up in bike lane.

T h e re w e re 1 0 9 t o t a l
citations broken down to the
following:
29 Cyclist
(Primary violations No Brakes)
72 Motorist
(Violations include: Cell
phone, Unsafe lane change,
and driving in the bike lane

LAPD (Off Duty / Retired) on set along with
LAFD Inspector ON DUTY ignoring obvious
public safety violations, until I arrive asking
questions and taking pictures.

8 Pedestrians cited:
For crossing against a red
traffic light
0 citations issued for oversized vehicles in the bike
lane.

Actor pickup more important than a cyclist life.

SACRED HEART FIESTA 2012
Saturday

MAY 18TH

Sunday

MAY 19th 12 MAY 20th

6pm - 11pm

Noon - 11pm

8am - 9pm

Friday

Live Music / Entertainmemt - Mechanical Rides - Face Painting
Great Food - Car Show - Big Yard Sale
CASH PRIZE RAFFLE

1st Place 1,500
2nd Place $500
3rd Place $ 250
Tickets Only $1 Each

Dance Group & Music Groups are
welcomed

For More Info Contact:
Robert Vega
323/574-1063
rpvega60@yahoo.com

Boothh Space Available
Availabl
b
Promote
Pro
omote your business here

CAFÉ IN THE HEIGHTS
s
“Where
Neighbors & Friends Meet”

OPEN 7am - 9pm MON - SAT
NOW SE RV ING B R E A KFA S T

* Coffee
* Espresso
* Natural Juices
* Great Atmosphere
* Delicious Sandwiches

BUY 1 Sandwich, Get 1 Sandwich FREE

* Wi-fi * Safe Bike Parking

Of equal or lesser value w/Coupon MONDAY - FRIDAY 2pm - 7pm
1 coupon per customer, per visit . 1 discount per coupon.
Not valid with any other offer or discount .

Located across from Lincoln High School

www.acafeintheheights.com

APRIL 16, 2012

