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Eighth Grade Dropouts: Part of a Separate Nation
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Dia De Los Muertos
Will Be Celebrated
In El Sereno

By Jimmy Franco
LatinoPOV.com
“Let’s concede that we have
decided to let our children grow
up in two separate nations
and lead two separate kinds of
lives. If, on the other hand, we
have the courage to rise to
this challenge to name what’s
happening within our inner-city
schools, then we also need the
courage to be activist and go out
and fight like hell to change it.”
Jonathan Kozol, author of:
“Savage Inequalities”
State officials from the CA
Department of Education have recently released a report with new
dropout and graduation rates for
the state’s students. This report
uses data from the state’s new
California Longitudinal Pupil
Achievement Data System (CALPADS) which tracks students individually and is based on unique
identification numbers given to
each public school student in the
state.
Overall, high dropout rates need
to be challenged, 74.4 % of the
state’s students graduated in four
years while over 25% dropped
out. The Los Angeles Unified
School District with an enrollment
of about 650,000 students reported a very slight increase in
graduation rates and estimated its
graduation rate for the four-year
period to be a low 55%.
The state’s CALPADS system
placed the LAUSD’s graduation
rate somewhat higher while other
reports estimate the L. A. District’s
dropout rate to be over 50%.

These differences arise from
having to rely on school clerk’s
who individually determine
whether a student dropped out,
moved or transferred to another
school.
Social promotion on the educational
assembly line forces 8th-graders
out of school. This new state data
also indicates that there is still a
large gap between the graduation
rates of Latino students, which
is in the 60% range, African
Americans at 59%, and English
learners with a graduation rate
of 56%. This means that almost
half of these students that begin
the ninth grade will leave school
within four years and end up on
the streets uneducated and unskilled.
This contrasts with a state
graduation rate for white students
of 83.4% and 89.4% for Asian
American students.
Fourteen year old dropouts
Is a sign of a broken and failed
school system. For the first time
ever, this new state CALPEDS
tracking system sheds light on
one of the root problems contributing to the high dropout rate
among Latinos, African-Americans
and English learners. This is
the documentation that 3.5% of
California’s eight-graders, or
over 17,000 students drop out of
school each year and don’t return
for the ninth grade. This epidemic of school dropouts will lead to
an epidemic of social problems.
LAUSD did not provide dropout
data on its eighth-graders despite
having the figures available. The
missing data means that the num-

ber of eight graders that drop out
of California’s schools every year
is closer to 20,000.
In a ten-year period, this results
in about a 100,000 fourteen year
old’s being pushed out onto the
streets and not attending school.
This is the close to 20,000 fourteen year old’s dropping out each
year: the loss of a whole generation of young people who are our
most valuable resource and should
be treated as such. To allow over
20,000 eight graders throughout
the state to drop out annually
and ignore the existence of this
problem and its continuation is
totally unacceptable.
Some educational “experts” have
characterized the new data on
eight-grade dropouts as “worrisome”!
What an understatement when
describing the dim future faced
by these young people. What is
more worrisome is now that the
problem has been brought to light
with this research, where is the
clear-cut plan to resolve it? State
Superintendent of Public instruction Tom Torlakson recently stated,
“That transition from middle
school to high school is crucial,”
and “Those years are vulnerable
years for many students, especially
if a student loses hope, gets off
track or falls behind.” Yes, this is
quite evident to everyone and is
just basic common sense.
So, the urgent question is…
Who is to be held accountable for
this tragic situation, and what can
be done to concretely attack this
growing problem? Who is responsible for the creation, growth
and persistence of this epidemic
problem?. The groups most

vulnerable to leaving after the
eight grade, or in the majority of
cases being academically pushed
out, are lower-income Latinos,
African-Americans,
English
learners and special education
students.
Also affected are those students
who are undocumented, and to
a lesser extent poor White and
Asian-American students. The
problems affecting these young
people’s lives are not being addressed and are a culmination of
years of neglect by the various
school systems within the state
who have simply passed these
unprepared students along to the
next grade in what is called social
promotion.
In educational circles, this is
known as moving them down the
assembly line to the next grade
so as to not “clog up” the system.
However, even in industrial assembly lines, more care and assessment are given to products
to prevent defects and correct
them as is the case with automobiles. This analogy is not meant
to equate children to cars, but to
simply make the point that a careful
system of quality control for cars
to create profits, takes priority
over graduation rates.
Comprehensive dropout prevention n e e d s t o b eg i n a t
t h e elementary level. Our most
valuable resource is the development of children’s minds. When
a child’s cognitive and academic
progress in elementary school is
not scientifically assessed, and
if these students are not reading
proficiently by the third grade,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Page 3
Two El Sereno Middle School Students Attend College

CicLAvia 3
Is Coming
Sunday
October 9th
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School is back and many kids
are talking about what they did
over their summer vacation, but
for two El Sereno Middle School
students, they attended college.
The program is designed to
promote young girls’ interest in
engineering, math, science and
technology fields.
Katya Garcia and Miranda
Flores-Tirado both from El Sereno
Middle School were in the first
class to attend this inaugural
program. The program was developed
to broaden the knowledge of the
various aspects of engineering.
Garcia and Flores were among the

10 high achieving middle school
girls that lived in the student
residence halls at Cal State Long
Beach (CSULB) as the first class
of the university’s new Engineering
Girls Internship Program.
The internship program provides
students with the opportunity to
work with engineering and human
factors professors, professional
engineers and managers. It is designed to expand on the success
of CSULB’s Women Engineers
at the Long Beach program, now
celebrating 10 years at the university.
This program encourages girls
who are academically advanced

to become more interested in
math, science and engineering
and to consider launching future
college and professional careers
in related fields.
“This is the first STEM-based
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) ‘residential’
program for such young students.
Many of those who applied had
already completed Algebra I and
II, which means they are two years
ahead in math and are expected to
complete calculus or AP calculus by
the 12th grade,” said Lily Gossage,
director of CSULB’s College of
Engineering Recruitment and

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center

5 CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

Health Fairs in September
Ferias de Salud en Septiembre

Check for dates & location on the right
Revise fecha y localidad mas cercana
Time / Tiempo 10am - 1pm
FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

EL SERENO
4837 N. Huntington Dr.
LA CA 90032
(323) 225-0024

CHEQUEOS PARCIALES DE SALUD GRATIS PARA TODA LA FAMILIA Wed. September 21st

LA32 NC
Is Seeking
To Fill Open
Board Member
Positions
Page 7

Retention Center. “The average
GPA of these girls was 3.83, and
the average CST score was 438,
which is well above the expected
state proficiency level.”
Conforming to California’s K-12
content standards, the internship
program features an engineering
related curriculum that includes
hands-on workshops, labs and
projects as well as demonstrations
and field trips. NASA educational
content is also incorporated into
the program to introduce students
to the important work done by
professional engineers and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

* Vision / Vista
* Hearing / Oidos
* Height & Weight / Altura y Peso
* Dental & Podiatry/ Dental y Pies
* Blood Pressure / Presion de la Sangre
* Pertussis Vacine (If you qualify) / Vacuna Pertussis (Si califica)
* Pap Smears (by appointment only)/ Papanicolau (Por cita solamente)

* Screenings based on availability of provider * Examenes parciales ofrecidos si hay proveadores

HIGHLAND PARK
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042
(323) 254-5221

LINCOLN HEIGHTS
2411 N. Broadway
LA CA 90031
(323) 987-2000

Friday September 23rd

LOMA DRIVE
303 S. Loma Drive
LA CA 90017
(213) 201-5800

Sat. September 24th Thurs. September 22nd

Information on Senior Benefit Programs & Much More
Our Family Planning Program offers the following FREE SERVICES
For Men & Women: Birth Control, Pregnancy Test, STI Screenings, Pap Smear,
Mammogram for women 40-55 years of age. All Free If You Qualify.

Call for an appointment or just walk in or call
for a MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC VISIT

Info (323) 987-2007 or (323) 987-2028

“We Care About Your Health”
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Los Angeles Leadership Academy

*COLLEGE BEGINS HERE*

If you are the parent of a five or six year-old, and
you want your child to be perfectly bilingual and
biliterate in Spanish and English, and you want
your child to attend a FREE public school that will
guarantee High School Graduation and readiness
for college or university, please visit:
Los Angeles Leadership Primary Academy
(at Griffin and Avenue 28 in Lincoln Heights)

Student Teacher Ratio 20 - 1
There are a few spots open for
Kindergarten and First Grade.
Call Darlene @ 213/381-8484
to make an appointment.

X

Ave 26

Griffin Ave

Workman St.

Ave 28

Broadway

www.laleadership.org
2670 Griffin Avenue, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Cremosita Fruits

offers a Great Healthy FundraiserAlternative For:
Churches , Schools, Community Organizations

Cremosita
Fruits
Cremosita
Natural Yogurts & Fruit Juices
Now Available at

323/572-8211

email: voicepub@gmail.com

Los Angeles Leadership Academy
Opens Dual Language Elementary School
Residents of the Lincoln Heights community are probably already familiar with the
Los Angeles Leadership Academy High
School on East Avenue 33, or the Middle
School at the former Salvation Army site on
Griffin and Avenue 28. L.A. Leadership is
a public charter school, and like any other
public school is tuition-free and open to all
applicants.
The school successfully raised $1.5
million dollars in contributions in order
to fix up the front part of the building
into a state-of-the-art, 260 student middle
school, and now the Board of Directors is
well on its way to complete a 2.5 million
dollar campaign to fix up the back building.
But what few people realize is that the
school recently obtained a second charter
from the LAUSD in order to create a K-5
elementary program at the Salvation Army
site. With the addition of the elementary
program the school will have a seamless,
K-12 college prep program designed to get
every student prepared for college.
When the Board of Directors considered
what kind of elementary program they
wanted to offer, they did a lot of research.
This is what they found: students who
learn a second or third language from an
early age actually think better, read and
write better in all languages, do better in
school, and succeed in college. And so the
decision was made to adopt a dual language
immersion program, Spanish and English,
designed to make all students perfectly bilingual and biliterate by fifth grade.
These programs have been successful
in wealthy suburban communities like
Glendale and Pasadena, but until now
haven’t been readily available in poorer
communities like Lincoln Heights.
In order to make sure the program got
off to a great start, the school hired
Mercedes Ibarra as its first elementary
principal. Ms. Ibarra has been running a

dual language classroom in Pasadena, and
is also a parent of a first grader in a dual
language program. Ibarra is excited to be
part of a program that will eventually promote its bilingual and bi-literate students
all the way through high school.
Ibarra wants her students to have the
opportunity to attend university in the
United States, Mexico, Spain, or wherever
either language is spoken. She wants her
students to appreciate both cultures, as
equally important, and to value their families’ heritage.
One of the critical issues Ibarra is addressing with the parents is the importance
of learning academic Spanish, the language
needed to think, read and write at a
university level, as opposed to simply
knowing social Spanish, the language
needed to buy groceries on Broadway. In
other words, some people may think they
are bilingual but really are not. The Los
Angeles Leadership Academy program
will create truly bilingual students capable
of succeeding in any school, at any level.
This year the school is starting off with
Kindergarten and First Grade (five and six
year olds.)
Over the years, as the program develops,
the school will introduce Mandarin as a
third language. The goal would be to create
trilingual students capable of functioning anywhere in the world economy. The school
is planning on 100 students in its first year,
and at the moment, there are still some
places open in both Kindergarten and First
Grade. If you want enrollment information,
please call 213-381-8484 and ask for
Darlene or Yolanda.
Once our community realizes what they
can obtain for free for their children there
is likely to be a lengthy waiting list, as in
every other community that has a dual
language program.

El Sereno Middle School Students
Attend College
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
scientists who work in the fields of space
exploration and scientific research.
Faculty involved in the program developed
lesson plans that use eighth-grade mathematics content standards, such as learning
about linear regression (in the “Human
Factors” workshop) and rate of change (in
the “Fluid Viscosity” workshop).
In addition to traditional classroom-style
learning, the girls participated in a number
of laboratory-based activities that featured
engineering tools and software training,
which was enhanced by field trips to
engineering industry locations. The field
trips took the girls on a boat tour of the
Port of Los Angeles and to the Long Beach
Airport, where they took a runway tour
and learned about air-traffic safety and the
noise abatement study.
The students who were selected for the
internship program are also participating

in an eight-year study that will track their
academic progress. The girls’ parents are
encouraged to remain in close contact with
CSULB to access the various opportunities
that are critical in supporting their
children’s academic growth and success.
The Engineering Girls Internship
Program was sponsored by CSULB’s Center
for Human Factors in Advanced Aeronautics
Technologies (CHAAT). This center is
funded by $5 million ($1 million a year)
grant from NASA.
CHAAT contributes to evaluating and
designing air traffic management concepts
and technologies necessary to achieve
the g o a l s o f N ex t G e n e r a t i o n A i r
Transportation System (NextGen). The
center also advances and expands the
NextGen-relevant human factors’ and
STEM training to students from underrepresented groups.

Fusion Performing Dance Academy Class On The Move
The “Gift of Dance” to inner-city kids and
the community at large is the basic mission
for Albertossy Espinoza the Executive
and Artistic Director of Fusion Performing
Dance Academy (FPDA), and many community members in the El Sereno and adjacent neighborhoods have discovered and
embraced it.
This unique dance studio provides comprehensive and personalized dance training
to both the recreational dancer as well as
the aspiring professional. The courses

vary as do the participants age and ability
and provide something for everyone.
Fusion Performing and Dance Academy
encourages the following goals for all of
our students: Character Development /
Self Confidence / Leadership; and Creative
Expression.
Fusion Dance Studio is located at 4400
South Huntington Drive, El Sereno, CA
90032 323.342.9179 www.fpdacademy.
org

Antigua
Bread
EL SERENO
CAFE
IN THE HEIGHTS
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
MIBOYLE
PRIMERA
TAZA
HEIGHTS

323.572.8223

4400 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032
323/342-9179
fpdacademy.org
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By Joe Linton / Carlos Morales
With two historical and
successful CicLAvias (10/10/10
and 4/10/11) under their belt,
cicLAvia organizers are currently
preparing for the third one coming
Sunday, October 9, 2011 from 10
AM - 3 PM.
Ciclovías - Is the name most
cities use because that’s what it
was first called when it started
in Bogotá, Colombia, over thirty
years ago as a response to the
automobile congestion and pollution of that city’s streets. Now
Ciclovia’s happen throughout
Latin America and the United
States.
Los Angeles named
theirs cicLAvia and added the
“LA” branding to it to distinguish
it from the others.
CicLAvia makes the streets safe
for people to walk, skate, play and
ride a bike by keeping automobile
traffic away from the cicLAvia
route.
There are many activities taking
place along the route, from soccer,
dodgeball, chess games, to musical
and theatrical acts performing.
Food trucks parked on adjoining
streets are just the beginning of
what this event cultivates, something for everyone, young and
old.
Shop owners and restaurants are
encouraged to open their doors to
people along the CicLAvia route.
Businesses who have done so in
the past have experienced an increase of sales, that’s because
cicLAvia delivers over 100,000
consumers to their front door.
These consumers are on bikes,
skates, or walking by business
establishments, and chances are
more likely that someone will
come into your business because
they don’t have to look for parking
or feed a parking meter, it’s very
convenient.
This years CicLAvia’s, seven
and a half mile trek will add additional car free streets routes to
Chinatown and South Central
LA. This event connects and
unites families, neighbors and

email: voicepub@gmail.com
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A Family Tradition Embraces The Neighborhood Again!

Eastside Bike Club And The
West San Gabriel Valley
Bike Coalition Lead Ride To
CicLAvia, Which Is Expected to
Draw 300,000 Participants
CicLAvia 3 Is Coming
Temporarily removing cars
from L.A. Streets and giving the
streets back to people

323/572-8211

communities. Besides clearing up
the automobile from street congestion and smog, the health benefits
are immense, as many children suffer
from obesity and other health conditions caused by the scarcity of
public open space that is safe and
healthy, providing human powered
transportation options such as
walking, jogging, running, skating
and riding a bike.
The EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
(ESBC) and the West San Gabriel
Valley Bike Coalition (WSGVBC)
have teamed up once again to lead
a feeder bike ride from the City
of Alhambra to CicLAvia, on
Sunday, October, 9th. Meet-up is
at the Walgreen’s Pharmacy parking lot
located at 2551 West Main Street at
Fremont Ave, Alhambra CA 91801
at 8:30am. The bike ride will
begin at 9am. There is plenty of
free parking on Main Street and
surrounding residential streets
around the store for those who
will drive to meet this ride.
The casual paced trek will cruise
thru El Sereno, Lincoln Heights
and into Chinatown, which is a
new neighborhood addition to
CicLAvia this time around. The
feeder ride is a family friendly
bike ride which attracted over
100 cyclist of all ages last April.
Eastside Bike Club expects to
double the amount of riders on
this feeder ride this time. All riders under 18 must wear a helmet
and strongly encourage ALL Bike
Riders to wear a helmet. ESBC
does have helmets to loan for this
ride. You can make arrangements
at 323/572-8211 ahead of time to
make a reserve and to arrange for
pickup of the helmet.
The group also recommends
to bring water, a cell phone, and
pack a lunch in a backpack, or
bring some money to purchase
lunch along the way, most importantly bring a good attitude and
be prepared to have a wonderful time with some great people.
This group ride has been called a
“Community Party On Wheels.”
Upon arriving at the Chinatown
route everyone is free to explore
CicLAvia at their own leisurely
pace or stay with the group. Either
way plan for a day of enjoyment,
beauty, discovery, and plenty of
fun.

By Therese Cano
When Fall weather chills, and
thoughts of free candy beckons
most children, some folks may
decide to commemorate another
autumnal tradition.
As you may know, Dia de los
Muertos, or “Day of the Dead”
celebrates our dearly departed
family, friends and even beloved
pets. While the origins of the
Days of the Dead reach into the
ancient history of Europe and
Mexico, we know them best as a
familial way to celebrate those we
have loved and lost.
The tradition embarks building
a shrine or altar and the display
of cherished photographs of the
departed, food or drink items they
enjoyed and other sentimental items
are displayed. Traditional pan de
muerto (bread of the dead), salt
for purification and water for refreshment are also key items.
Papel picado, (decorative paper)
with characters cut in design
sometimes hangs from end to
end on or above the altar. Sugar

skulls personalized with both the
living and dead names exemplify
the sweetness of life, and to savor
its’ best moments. Yellow or orange marigolds are the customary
flowers decorating the altars, while
lit candles add to the mystery and
charm of the tradition. Whether
you choose to observe All Soul’s
day at church, or build an altar
within your home, this year, El
Sereno will be celebrating simultaneously.
For the second year in a row, the
LA32 NC (Neighborhood Council)
Art & Culture committee members
have started the process of reviving
this tradition, and we continue to
see this as a win-win opportunity
for our business community!
Committee members will again
approach local businesses to
consider allowing access to their
store front windows. Last year,
we had over twelve local businesses that were involved! Once
they agree, we contact our Artist
Registry to work in collaboration
with the owners’, building an altar with copies of mementos and

photos. The end result is A Dia
de Los Muertos Artwalk for El
Sereno!
The LA32-Neighborhood Council
Arts & Culture committee members
are excited to bring this idea once
more to our local business owners. Not only are we bringing art
awareness for our community,
but once the altars are built, we
envision more foot traffic and
commerce to occur for the businesses.
The committee would like to see
every business embrace this event
with lights and artwork on both
sides of Huntington Drive. We
encourage community members
to shop and spend more time at
the businesses who have chosen
to participate.
The altar exhibition dates will
be from Sunday, October 30th
through Saturday, November 5,
2011. If you would like to get
involved, please contact either
Angie de la Torre at: a_torre73@
hotmail.com or Tess HernandezCano at tuhcano@gmail.com.

Wilson High School Class of ‘91 Reunion
WHS Class of ‘91 is organizing the 20th Year Reunion which will take place on
Saturday, October 8th at Tropico De Nopal from 7pm to Midnight.
Come and reacquaint yourselves with your classmates.
Cocktail Attire PRICE: $70/TICKET: DJ, dancing, open bar while supplies last,
reconnecting in an intimate setting, appetizer buffet...
Contact Lydia Aquino for more information and / or to pay online with paypal with
a credit card at: lyds323@gmail.com.

B & H CYCLES
Bicycle Sales * Service * Repairs

Schwinn * Mongoose
Open 7 Days
Best Prices & Service
Fuji
* GT
Pake
* IRO

(626) 799-6788

1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasadena, CA 91030

B & H CYCLES

PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE

25% OFF LABOR
20% OFF ACCESSORIES

(626) 799-6788

1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasa
Pasadena,
dena, CA 91030
* Discount Limited To One Accessory - One Coupon per person
Coupon cannot be combined with other discounts

JOIN the bike rides thru the city
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT WE MEET AT 6:30pm and Ride @ 7PM

Meet at TROY’S BURGERS
(Corner of valley blvd & eastern ave in El sereno)

ALL BICYCLE RIDERS INVITED TO JOIN
REGARDLESS OF AGE AND ABILITY
Please weAR a helmet on our rides!

Weekly Bike Rides Tuesday & Saturdays

323.572.8211
bikesinla@yahoo.com
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Original Club Charter Established 1893
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Eighth Grade Dropouts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
then more academic problems will
ensue in the future and become
worse.
Presently a lack of a comprehensive
state wide system of consistent
periodic assessments to identify
learning problems encountered by a
child accompanied by the development of individualized plans to correct
these problems. In addition to the
lack of third and fifth grade assessments and corrective processes,
these steps should have been repeated
in the seventh grade as a further
preventive measure to keep these
children in school.
The absence of such a comprehensive system of preventive measures
will culminate, as we are now
witnessing, in certain students becoming frustrated, demoralized,
ashamed and prompting them to
eventually leave school for good.
In many school districts, these early
problems are not properly identified
and dealt with as students are routinely “promoted” along the system’s
assembly line until the “defective”
student finally reaches his or her end
of the line and ends up on the streets,
or worse yet, as a gang member.
Most school districts do not implement these preventive policies and
measures as they cost money, time,
it becomes a necessity to train their
teachers and involve parents in this
re-mediation process.
For most districts, their thinking is
that such a policy of retaining students
in the same grade for remedial
purposes would mean the clogging
up of their “assembly line”. Thus,
in many of these school systems,
the distorted mentality that prevails
is one of a ruthless survival of the
fittest where the academically weak
either make it or are allowed to fall
by the wayside.
Other factors that contribute to this
high rate of eighth-grade dropouts
are drastic funding cuts to summer
school and inter-session classes; tutorial programs; a lack of experienced
teachers in the inner-city schools; the
elimination of bilingual education;
irregular attendance by students, and
a lack of support from dysfunctional
families. Also, there is the additional pressure applied to staff and
unprepared students to pass countless
standardized tests mandated by the
federal government’s mechanical
“No Child Left Behind” policy.
In many instances, the educational
staff at schools and school district’s
do not want to admit that they consistently promote students with deficient skills as these educators would
then have to be held accountable for
fixing the failing and broken system
that creates such a high dropout
rate. These educational problems are
minimal in wealthier communities and
school districts where the academic
environment is at a higher level than
in lower-income communities and
schools due to racial and social economic factors.
This dropout problem is not unique
to California as these conditions in
various forms are faced by Latino and
other minority children throughout
the country and eventually must be
resolved on a national level. School
dropouts severely affect young
people’s lives and our society. For
the majority of middle and high
school drop-outs who feel out of
place, ignored and unwanted at their

schools, their economic and social
prospects are dismal, particularly
with the permanent decline of our
economy, What will happen to these
20,000 fourteen year old’s, and those
who will follow?
Reforming and properly funding
education means productive lives
for young people tossed out to the
streets, it will find the task of finding even an unskilled job close to
impossible. Add to this, total the
high number of high school dropouts
and we essentially have the creation
of an unskilled and uneducated
under-class within our society that
will hover around the poverty line
and not have the ability to become
functioning members of their
communities. Such a growing and
uneducated strata in our society with
minimal skills and low self-esteem
is more vulnerable to gang membership, substance abuse and the creation
of unstable families in the future that
may also negatively affect their
children.
While it is not the end of the world
for these young people, the substandard and deficient education
that they have received will make
life much harder for them in terms
of surviving economically and being
socially productive individuals.
A systemic change in the school
systems can have a positive effect on
students. While this new state data
system for tracking student dropouts
is a positive step in identifying the
problem, a concrete solution and
plan is vital in order to resolve the
problem. The educational programs
in the elementary schools and their
methods of teaching need to be
reorganized so that clear academic
objectives and the mastering of
required skills are measured and
achieved on a consistent basis with
frequent assessments to identify any
problems. The wild swings in state
mandated teaching methodologies
and materials that have occurred
over the years at the elementary
school level have created academic
instability for teachers and students
and need to be eliminated.
A more stable curriculum and
consistent evaluation-identification
system is needed to replace these
previous educational gimmicks by
instituting a system where a
student’s reading and writing ability can
be periodically and scientifically assessed in the third and fifth grades.
If a student’s skills level is identified
as scoring below grade level, then in
collaboration with the parents the
child should be retained in the same
grade for re-mediation. The purpose
of this retention is to raise his or her
skills up to grade level before further
promotion can take place and is not
meant to be punitive.
A process of re-mediation utilizing
summer school classes can be also
be used to correct the academic deficiencies and lay the eventual foundation for future academic success.
This procedure should also take
place in middle school.
In order to ensure a positive outcome for these needed reforms and
for students, more teachers will need
to be hired, given quality training
and stability, and evaluated with a
new multi-faceted system that is
objective in weeding out incompetents and rewarding job performance
based upon student achievement.

Irregular attendance by students
needs to be monitored and followed
up by counselors and consistent
parental contact. A voluntary parent
training program should be instituted
and made mandatory for the parents
of habitually truant students. All of
this will entail more funding, but
most importantly, what is needed is
the will to implement these needed
changes.
Charter schools: a need to work
with and learn from them.
The number of students attending
charter schools in the state is expected to increase by 100,000. The
L.A. District presently has close to
70,000 students attending 183 charter schools, which is the most of
any district in the country. This total is expected to grow by 20,000
as more parents decide to transfer
their children from failing schools
that have been ignored for years.
Charter schools which are public,
but privately run, are sharply criticized
and resisted by many administrator’s
and teacher’s unions. The reality is
that these charters are an objective
result of the obstruction and past
failure of educators to reform the
public schools and the frustration
experienced by many parents and
students with these failing schools
within their communities.
If honest and thorough reform had
occurred in the state’s schools rather
than obstruction, then there would
presently be no charter schools as
an alternative for parents. Charters
therefore, are a reality that cannot
simply be ignored by the state’s
school districts and unions and must
be accepted, organized and worked
with by those who purport to be
pro-education and advocates for
children.
Attacking these charter schools
rather than attempting to work with
them is objectively an attack
on the children who attend these
schools. The charter schools need
to be viewed with an open mind
as possible models of reform and
change that can be learned from rather
than merely belittling them in a
dogmatic and divisive fashion.
Otherwise, this smacks of self interest
to the parents and the general public.
Some charters are very good, others are
not. Their education programs need
to be uniformly monitored and
evaluated by the state and if found
to be deficient, then they need to be
closed down which cannot be done
with a regular public school.
While many students and parents
are opting for charter schools, this
does not eliminate the responsibility
of educators to fix the failing schools
in their districts.
What are the steps needed to turn
this situation around?
The need for additional school
funding can be raised from the
following sources: a state tax on
oil extraction as these companies
presently pay none; restructuring the
regressive state tax system to make it
more equitable as the state presently
levies some of the lowest corporate
taxes in the country; and the closure
of all corporate loopholes, subsidies
and write-offs. An example of this
political favoritism and corrupt
subsidies is the mismanagement of
four million acres of state public land
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Romance On The Internet

Wedding Bells Ringing

Dog Daze

Two Worlds Apart Joined By A Few Strokes On Keyboard

Lydia Lucero Pacheco and Jose De Jesus Soto

By Sara Ross
As you all have seen our community has many pets, especially
dogs, so it may be helpful to know
about some of the more recent
changes to the laws about caring
for dogs.
CHAINING / TETHERING DOGS
Chaining or tethering dogs any
longer than 3 hours in a 24 hour
period, and deny them proper
shade, water and food is now
against California State and L.A.
County ordinance. The fines can
be up to $1000 per dog and/or 6
month in jail.
SPAY AND NEUTER
L.A. County laws now require
all pets to be spayed or neutered.
This law was passed to protect the
public from possible dangerous
stray dogs, and helps reduce the
crisis of unwanted animals overwhelming animal shelters. There
are low cost services available
(See contact info below). Also,
it is very good to micro-chipped
your dog, and this can be done
for free at any animal care center
during certain clinic hours. This
of course helps lost pets get
returned to their families.

Danielle Cohen and Scott Eisele Wed after meeting each other
on the internet - Separated by 7,600 miles and worlds apart
Scott Eisele who grew up in
South Pasadena, and is the son
of Mr. Greg Eisele, the owner of
Greg’s Automotive Service, located
at the corner of Valley Boulevard
and Eastern Ave. in Hillside
Village. Scott worked with his
father at the auto mechanic shop
as a mechanic before enlisting in
the United States Army in 2005.
On July 2009, Danielle Cohen
moved to Los Angeles from
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to
accept a teaching position teaching
7th grade Algebra for the Los
Angeles Unified School District.
Danielle, is the daughter of Mr.
& Mrs. Alan Cohen, who reside
in Langhorne, Pennsylvania.
Scott was stationed in Vincenza,
Italy (about 40 miles from Venice)
with the 173rd Airborne before
being sent to serve his first tour
in the Korengal Valley, Kunar
Province in Afghanistan. A place
well known as the “Valley of
Death” by American troops because of the fierce battles with the
Taliban.
During the first month of his
tour, he was one of the three
soldiers, out of nine in his squad,
who managed to walk out of the
valley after a major fire fight in
which two of his best friends
from Vincenza, SPC Christopher
Honaker and PFC Joseph Miracle,
were both killed.
During Scott’s personal time off,
Scott would go online to see what
was going on in the states, and one
day Scott met Danielle online and
they became friends. Over time
that friendship became romance
and it grew but, they were worlds
apart separated by 7,600 miles.
After returning from his tour in
Afghanistan, Eisele was assigned
to the 82nd Airborne out of Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. Danielle

made arrangements to travel to
North Carolina to finally meet
the man she fell in love with over
several thousand key strokes of a
keyboard. That day materialized
on April, 2010.
His stay in the states was just a
brief break and he was sent back
to Afghanistan for his second tour
where he received an Army commendation medal. Eisele was on
night patrol when the patrol was
attacked with a Rocket Propelled
Grenade (RPG.) The RPG grenade
detonated inside the cab where
the Lieutenant (LT) was sitting.
The LT was seriously injured and
a Medavac had to be called in.
They were able to successfully
control the Taliban and get their
LT lifted out on a Black Hawk
Helicopter and back to the base
safely.
Upon returning to the United
States last year, Scott was
assigned to the 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment (ACR) at Fort
lrwin, California. ACR is the Army’s
premier maneuver unit that trains
in the Mojave Desert and has
the highest training standards by
which the rest of the Army uses as
a yardstick to measure itself by.)
On July 8th 2011, Mr. Scott
Gregory Eisele married Ms.
Danielle Rose Cohen at the
Northampton Country Club in
Richboro, Pennsylvania.
She is now enjoying her new job
teaching sixth grade students at
the Silver Valley Unified School
District at Fort Irwin, CA where
they now reside with their two
dogs, Raleigh and Peppe.
Congratulations to both of you
and thank you for serving our
country and educating our
children.

LICENSING AND VACCINATING

Photographer: Kristina Jacinth Photography
Lydia Lucero Pacheco and Jose De Jesus Soto from the Northeast Area
of Los Angeles Celebrated their wedding in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico
with family and friends on August 6th 20011.
The wedding mass was held at 7:30 PM at the Colonial Church of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, circa 1780 A.D.
The reception celebration was held at the beach and included a
fabulous fireworks extravaganza in the couples honor.
We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Jose Soto who are both cantors at
Sacred Heart Church in Lincoln Heights and also at Saint Matthias
Church in Huntington Park.
God Bless you both and may you have a wonderful life.

Hillside Village Resident
Roy Romero Retires
On Saturday, August 6, 2011,
a party attended by family and
friends was held to celebrate the
retirement of Roy R. Romero
Sr., a resident of Hillside Village
since the early 1980’s.
He is retired from the County of
Los Angeles and plans to spend
the majority of his time at a second home in Running Springs,
near Big Bear.

California state law requires all
dogs over 4 month of age be licensed (after rabies vaccination)
through the local animal care and
control agency. Senior citizens
are eligible for discounts on fees.
Our nearest animal care and
control agency is:
Los Angeles City North Central
3201 Lacy Street
Los Angeles, CA 90031
(888) 452-7381
Other laws include animal cruelty, dog fighting, dumping and
transporting in open vehicles that
are important to know about, and
can be learned at this agency.
Pets, especially dogs want to
feel like a part of the family.
They guard us and our property,
and in some cases, have made the
news for saving people from fires,
floods and other hazards. Dogs
are especially social, and all pets
need the care and attention all
sentient beings must have.
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Scott takes time to pose with his Father Greg at the
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8th Grade Dropouts
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
were corporations such as Dow
Chemical, the Southern California
Gas Company and others who use
it, have not paid any rent to the state
treasury for close to 20 years.
This has resulted in tens of millions
of dollars in lost revenue at a time
when educational funding is being
cut. Another source of school funding
is the need to eliminate the Community Redevelopment Agencies (CRA)
within California’s cities as they
have become political slush funds
for politicians that drain valuable
revenue from education. Also long
overdue, is the revision of Proposition 13
which has been a financial windfall for
owners of commercial and corporate
property for over 30 years, by creating
a provision for protecting Political
will and unity are needed to reform
education. Small homeowners, the
corporate and commercial sectors
that have used this proposition to
evade taxes can finally be forced to
pay their fair share and contribute to
our schools.
The politicians from both parties
will not change this status quo as

they benefit financially from it in the
form of campaign funds from many
of these same companies. Thus, this
struggle to reform and fully fund
our schools requires first of all the
political will to do so; and then, the
organizational necessity to build a
broad and united coalition to achieve
this task.
At present, many of the groups and
organizations involved in the
education of our children tend to
spend more time fighting with one
another instead of focusing on the
real target of reforming and securing
additional funding for our declining
schools.
Administrator’s unions and those
of teachers fight with each other,
and also have ongoing conflicts with
school districts and often with parent and
community groups. Like squabbling chickens fighting for crumbs
while the farmer sharpens his fundcutting ax, these feuding and disunited groups make the task of the
educational fund cutters much easier.
The sectarian attitudes among many
of these groups and the politician’s
tactics of divide and conquer have

Choosing a Catholic High School
been successful in keeping these
organizations busy attacking one another and promoting their disarray to
the detriment of the state’s students.
This narrow thinking and sectarian
behavior does nothing to reform the
educational system and resolve the
lethal dropout situation that harms
our children on a daily basis.
To achieve the objectives of educational change and sufficient funding
for the schools future and well-being
of young people’s lives, They must
provide students with a quality education which requires distinguishing the
trees from the forest and becoming
a true advocate for kids.
The increasing damage being inflicted upon children’s lives is a
growing moral and civil rights issue
that necessitates a political struggle
led by a broad and united coalition of
unions, school districts, community
and civil rights organizations, who
put aside their narrow differences
and adult interests, and by doing so,
focus on the unifying and strategic
goal which is the educational wellbeing of the state’s children and
their futures.

Choosing the right Catholic High School can be an overwhelming task. On Tuesday, October 18th, St. Thomas More
School will host a HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION NIGHT
from 6-8p.m. on their campus at 2510 S. Fremont Avenue.
As one begins the task of choosing a Catholic high school one
will discover that each has its own qualities. Twenty catholic high schools will provide information on their programs,
placement tests, financial aid and more.
The information night will provide opportunities to help find
the school that’s right for YOU!
Participating schools include St. Francis, Alverno, Cathedral,
Bishop Amat, Cantwell Sacred Heart of Mary, Ramona Convent, San Gabriel Mission, La Salle, St. Joseph’s, Loyola, Don
Bosco Tech, St. John Bosco, Immaculate Heart, Sacred Heart,
Salesian, Flintridge Sacred Heart, Holy Family High School,
Bishop Conaty, St. Paul’s, and Mayfield.
*This is a FREE event.
All students MUST be accompanied by an adult.

When you see
News Happen Call
THE VOICE COMMUNITY NEWS
Add Our Number On

Stay Informed! Receive Daily Updates on Community News & Resources
via Facebook by becoming a Fan of ““THE
THE VOICE COMMUNITY NEWS
NEWS””
The East Los Angeles Remarkable Citizens Association, Inc El Arca, Inc.
Announces the Sponsorship of Adult Day Care component of the Child and
Adult Care Food Program.
Meals will be available at
no separate charge to persons
enrolled at the centers located
at 3939 Selig Road, Lincoln
Heights, CA 90031.
In accordance with Federal law
and U.S. Department of Agriculture
policy, this institution is prohibit-

ed from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, age, or disability. To file a
complaint of discrimenation,
write USDA, Director. Office
of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave, SW, Washington D.C.
20250-9410 or call 800-795-

email: voicepub@gmail.com

Your Cell Phone

332/572-8211

3272 or 202-720-6382 (TTY).
USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
For information regarding enrollment at the cEl Arca, Inc
Contact: Yen Tran at 323/2233079.

Below is the 2011-12 Household Size and Income Eligibility Scales for Inclusion in
Eligibility Documents for East Los Angeles Remarkable Citizens Association, Inc El Arca, Inc.
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Morris
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Disposals - Sewer Cleaning, Water and Gas Leak Detection
Air Conditioning and Heating
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Morris Valdez
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4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
(323) 227-4774
(Corner of Eastern and Valley)
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101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143 * Fax: (213) 250.4360
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968
Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
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Lincoln High School Celebrates 50th Year Re-Union
The Lincoln High School Classes of winter
and summer 1962 is planning their 50th Reunion. The committee is planning an evening
of fun which will include a reception, dining,
dancing, and reliving lots of memories from
the past.
It will be held on September, 29, 2012 at
Embassy Suites, Brea, CA, (near 57 Fwy. and
only 10 min. from Disneyland), 5pm-1am

This may be your last chance to rekindle old
friendships and connect with lost classmates,
so don’t miss it. They committee also needs
the assistance of locating other classmates, so
spread the word.
For more details and reservations, contact
Ana Maria (Esparza) Gregory 714/420-7446
or at lightnupangel@netzero.com or Irene
(Carrillo) Bazan at TheBLine@aol.com.

323/572-8211
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The Voice Visits With The
“Chac-Mool” In Mexico City
In a recent visit to the National Museum of Anthropology in Mexico City –
Mary Leos Pacheco holds up a copy of The Voice Community News above
the vessel of the “Chac-Mool” that was used by the Aztecs (The Native
Americans that ruled Mexico before the Arrival of the Spanish).
A Chac-Mool figurine is considered to have been a fallen warrior that
could deliver offerings to Aztec Deities. Unlike Europeans who fought and
killed their enemies leaving them to die in the battlefield, the Aztecs and
other tribes fought wars to capture soldiers that were sacrificed in order for
the Sun and Water Gods to continue to give up their gifts to humanity.
Many of the captive warriors willing gave themselves to the ritual of human sacrifice in order to have the Gods bless their Civilizations.
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TASTE OF
BRAZIL

Our Trunk-Liners: Protect your vehicles interior, Unlike traditional dealer
supplied cargo or trunk liners. Which only protect your cargo floor space. US
Trunk-Liners protect the floor, the sides and back of rear seats.
Our Trunk Liners are:
Puncture proof, crack proof and wear resistant. Tough and hard wearing; made
of co-polymer polypropylene and are custom designed to fully protect your car
cargo interior.

4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

Weighs about 10 lbs., and are FREE standing there is need to bolt or attach it to
the interior of your vehicle. Semi gloss surface is ideal for active families, with
children, dogs, bikes, or hauling groceries, garden supplies or trash.

Discover Taste of Brazil!

Easy to clean, Simply wipes off with a damp cloth without having to remove the
Trunk Liner. Comes with easy to clean Anti-Slip Mat.

LIVE
MUSIC
WEEKENDS

Reservations (323)342-9422

www.tasteofbrazil.info
COMFORTABLE PATIO DINNING

Optional Bumper Protector (pictured above) will protect your trunk lip or rear
bumper from scratches, scrapes and muddy marks from dogs, bikes, wheel
chairs, football, soccer, baseball and other sports / players and gear.

VISIT: TRUNK-LINERS.COM
OR CALL 843/227-2820

CAFÉ IN THE HEIGHTS
“Where Neighbors & Friends Meet”

OPEN 7am - 9pm MON - SAT
NOW SERVING BREAKFAST

* Coffee
* Espresso
* Natural Juices
* Great Atmosphere
* Delicious Sandwiches
* Wi-fi * Safe Bike Parking

Located across from Lincoln High School

www.acafeintheheights.com

