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As the Fall season comes so does
Halloween. Many families are unprepared or do not think of the dangers that can be associated with this
annual experience. Most families
have a good experience, there are
some that do not unfortunately
and find out only after something
bad happens. We compiled a
list of safety tips which families
should consider as they prepare
for Halloween.
A couple of things to consider
before Halloween
Plan costumes that are bright
and reflective if you plan on going
trick or treating. Make sure that
shoes fit well and that costumes
are short enough to prevent tripping,
entanglement or contact with
flame. You may consider adding
reflective tape or striping to costumes
and trick-or-treat bags for greater
visibility.
Tip for parents:
Secure emergency identification
(name, address, phone number)
discreetly within Halloween
attire or on a bracelet.
When shopping for costumes,
wigs and accessories; purchase
only those with a label indicating
they are flame resistant. Mask
can limit or block eyesight,
consider non-toxic and hypo
allergenic makeup or a decorative
hat as a safe alternative.
Think twice before using simulated
knives, guns or swords. If such
props must be used, be certain
they do not appear authentic and
are soft and flexible to prevent
injury.
Obtain flashlights with fresh
batteries for all children and
their escorts. Plan ahead to use

only battery powered lanterns
or chemical light sticks in place
of candles in decorations and
costumes.
Teach children their home phone
number and to how call 9-1-1 (or
their local emergency number)
if they have an emergency or
become lost. Remind them that
9-1-1 can be dialed free from any
phone.
Review with your children the
principle of “Stop-Drop-Roll”,
should their clothes catch on fire.
Openly discuss appropriate
and inappropriate behavior at
Halloween time. Consider purchasing
individually packaged healthy food
alternatives (or safe non-food
treats) for those who visit your
home.
Take extra effort to eliminate
tripping hazards on your porch
and walkway. Check around your
property for flower pots, low tree
limbs, support wires or garden
hoses that may prove hazardous
to young children rushing from
house to house.
FUN ALTERNATIVES
Find a special event or start one in
your own neighborhood such as
Creepy Collis or Calvary Chapels
Harvest Festival both events are
in El Sereno.
BEFORE NIGHTFALL ON
HALLOWEEN
Eat a good meal prior to parties
and trick-or-treating; it will help
youngsters from filling up on
Halloween treats.
Consider fire safety when
decorating.
Do not overload
electrical outlets with holiday
lighting or special effects, and do
not block exit doors.

While children can help with the
fun of designing a Jack O’ Lantern,
leave the carving to adults.
Always keep Jack O’ Lanterns
and hot electric lamps far away
from drapes, decorations, flammable
materials or areas where children
and pets will be standing or walking.
Plan and review with your children
the route and behavior which is
acceptable to you. Do not permit
children to bicycle, roller-blade
or skateboard.
Agree on a specific time when
revelers must return home. Along
with flashlights for all, older
children and escorts should wear
a wristwatch and carry coins for
non-emergency phone calls.
Confine, segregate or otherwise
prepare household pets for an
evening of frightful sights and
sounds. Be sure that all dogs and
cats are wearing collars and proper
identification tags.
Remind all household drivers to
remain cautious and drive slowly
throughout the community.
Adult party goers should
establish and reward a designated
driver.
WHEN TRICK-OR-TREATING
A Parent or responsible Adult
should always accompany young
children on their neighborhood
rounds.
Remind Trick-or-Treaters
To use a flashlight, they can
see and be seen by others. Stay
in a group, walk slowly and
communicate where you are going.
Only trick-or-treat in well known
neighborhoods at homes that have
a porch light on. Remain on well-lit
streets and always use the sidewalk. If no sidewalk is available,

walk at the farthest edge of the
roadway facing traffic.
Never cut across yards or use
alleys. Never enter a stranger’s
home or car for a treat.
Obey all traffic and pedestrian
regulations. Always walk NEVER
run across a street. Only cross the
street as a group in established
crosswalks. Remove any mask
or item that will limit eyesight
before crossing a street, driveway
or alley. Don’t assume the right
of way. Motorists may have trouble seeing Trick-or-Treaters. Just
because one car stops, doesn’t
mean others will.
Never consume unwrapped food
items or open beverages that may
be offered. No treats are to be
eaten until they are thoroughly
checked by an adult at home.
Law Enforcement authorities
should be notified immediately of
any suspicious or unlawful activity.
AFTER TRICK-OR-TREATING
Wait until children are home to
sort and check treats. Though
tampering is rare, a responsible
adult should closely examine all
treats and throw away any spoiled,
unwrapped or suspicious items.
Try to portion treats for the days
following Halloween. Set a limit
on how much candy your kids
will consume. Although sharing
is encouraged, make sure items
that can cause choking (such as
hard candies), are given only to
those of an appropriate age.
This is also a great time to buy
fresh batteries for your home
Smoke Alarms

Have a great time.
Happy Halloween!
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On September 20th tensions
were high to see who advances
to the “SWEET SIXTEEN” in a
competition to see who is named
“Teacher of the Year”. Sixteen
educators were selected and
named as the 2010-11 Los Angeles County “Teachers of the
Year,’’ In the state’s largest and
most prestigious honors competition for K-12 educators.
A total of 81 teachers participated in this years competition
and all been recently selected as
teacher(s) of the year by their respective school districts, accord-

ing to the Los Angeles County
Office of Education.
Los Angeles County Interim
Superintendent of Schools Jon
R. Gundry announced what he
called the “Sweet 16’’ at a ceremony held at Universal City.
Amongst the teachers selected to
advance were two local educators;
El Sereno Elementary School,
sixth grade teacher Brian Morita
who has been teaching for eight
years and Paul Groves of South
Pasadena High School, Chemistry teacher who has been teaching
for 32 years were local teachers

who received this honor.
Each winner received a $1,000
cash prize courtesy of the California Credit Union, the program’s
main sponsor. This is the largest
local competition of its kind in
the state and nation and is a part
of the oldest and most prestigious
honors contest in the U.S. for
public school teachers.
“These hard-working teachers
have been judged by their colleagues as exemplifying the very
best in this wonderful profession
of public education,’’ Gundry
said.”Every day in the classroom

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center

they make the most of a precious
opportunity to make a positive
difference in the lives of their students.”
The “Sweet 16” local winners
automatically advance with other
county finalists from around the
state to the “California Teachers of the Year’’ competition this
fall. The state is scheduled to announce its five co-winners in November, and one of those five will
be chosen to represent California
in the “National Teacher of the
Year’’ contest next spring.

5 CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

CELEBRATES THE OPENING
OF THE EL SERENO CLINIC
HEALTH PROMOTION FOR OCTOBER
Complete Physical Exams
Call to make an appointment for Physical Exams and Vaccunas
FOR FEMALES / MUJERES
Tuberculosis Skin Test
Pap Smear
Blood Test

FOR MALES / HOMBRES
Tuberculosis Skin Test
PSA / Prostate Cancer Exam
Blood Test

ONLY $25

LINCOLN HEIGHTS
2411 N. Broadway Blvd
LA CA 90031
(323) 987-2000

HIGHLAND PARK
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042
(323) 254-5221

LOMA DRIVE
303 S. Loma Drive
LA CA 90017
(213) 201-5800

ONLY $25

FREE Family Planning Program which offers the following:
FREE for Men & Women – Birth Control, Pregnancy Test, STI Screenings, Pap Smear,
Mammogram for women 40 to 55 years of age, all this, FREE if you qualify.
Free Vaccines: Pertussis for children, teens and adults (for those who qualify)
Flu shots for children under the age of 18 (while supply lasts)
Flu shots for adults – $20.00
Free Disease Prevention Screenings offered daily:
Vision, Hearing, Blood Pressure & Height & Weight
Free application assistance with:
Medi-Cal, Medicare Plan Enrollment, Healthy Families, Healthy Kids, Access for Infants and
Mothers (AIM), Food Stamps and Clinic Transfers

Information on Senior Benefit Programs
Arroyo Vista - El Sereno/Huntington Drive Clinic
4837 N. Huntington Drive
Los Angeles, California 90032

EL SERENO
4815 Valley Blvd.
LA CA 90032
(323) 222-1134

Temporary Clinic Hours: Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
For more information or to make an appointment, please call (323) 225-0024

Call for an appointment or just walk in or
call for a Mobile Clinic visit
“We Care About Your Health”
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THINGS TO DO
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING
EL SERENO
FARMERS MARKET
Corner of Huntington Drive
and Maycrest Ave
El Sereno
4pm – 8pm
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING
BOYLE HEIGHTS
FARMERS MARKET
At Mariachi Plaza Corner of
1st Street and Boyle
Boyle Heights
3pm – 8pm

One of our readers
Lupe Vasquez
poses with
THE VOICE
@ New York’s
Times Square
During her recent trip to
to celebrate her Birthday!

ESBC Member Gustavo Muniz stops for
scenic shot after climbing to Machu Picchu,
during a recent trip to Peru. Gustavo is the
Graphic Artist that assisted with the design
of the EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB LOGO.

SATURDAY, OCT 16TH
ARTS & CRAFTS BOUTIQUE
El Sereno Community Garden
5466 Huntignton Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032
11AM - 7PM

ESBC Members Kate & Jaime
(Jaime is taking the picture) send
us this photo from the Royal City of
Sukhatai, Thailand. Behind them is
the Elephant Head Temple or
Wat Sarasak.
Both Jaime and Kate are teachers
teaching English in Thailand.

Cuando se
trata de
suguros,

Join The GROUP

busca un seguro que me dé más, que me ofrezca
diferentes
pólizas
y
desuentos y sobre todo que me permita
cubrir todas mis necesidades

Jacob Anthony Ortiz
Born 6:57am September 29th
9lbs3oz 21” Long
Jacob’s proud parents are
Deanna Martinez & Anthony Ortiz

“EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB”

de seguros en la misma
compañia. Por eso

ARMEX
“Where Mexico Meets Armenia”

Farmers es el seguro
que se acomoda a mis
necesidades y seguramente
se puede acomdodar a tus
necesidades también. Para
más información, llama ya.

Asegura tu auto,
casa y vida con Farmers. ®
Elsa Torres
323-354-4264
etorres2@farmersagent.com
Adentro de Charo Business Incubator
4301 East Valley Blvd, D-16
Los Angeles, CA 90032
License#OE95995

La póliza (yel folleto explicativo, si corresponde) sólo se ofrece
en inglés, versión que prevalecerá en caso de una disputa.

By Carlos Morales
A new restaurant has opened
up in the Lincoln Heights
community that is getting some
great reviews on local food
blogs.
Marianella Robles a long
time Lincoln Heights resident
and alumni from Lincoln High
School has joined her former
employer Victor Kyundibekian
to stir up interest of many food
critics which are coming to
Lincoln Heights to taste what
ARMEX is serving up everyday. It is a first of it’s kind fusion of
Mexican and Armenian Cuisine.
The idea was simmering in
Marianella’s head for several
years, especially after hearing
co-workers compliment her home
style Mexican cooking, as she
would often bring lunch to share
at work. Her boss Victor, not to
be undone would also bring his
homemade authentic Armenian

B & H CYCLES
Bicycle Sales * Service * Repairs

Schwinn * Mongoose
Fuji
* GT
Open 7 Days
Pake
* IRO
Best Prices & Service
1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasadena, CA 91030

(626) 799-6788

B & H CYCLES

PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE

25% OFF LABOR
20% OFF ACCESSORIES

(626) 799-6788

1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasa
Pasadena,
dena, CA 91030
* Discount Limited To One Accessory - One Coupon per person
Coupon cannot be combined with other discounts

dishes to share as well and had
also received compliments from his
colleagues at work particularly
when he prepared his specialty
being “Kabobs” made from a
family secret recipe from Armenia.
When Robles and Kyundibekian
noticed the storefront restaurant on
Broadway available they decided to
take on a challenge and with a lot
of tender loving care, fresh paint
and a couple of minor touches,
they gave this restaurant a big
facelift and opened up in August
2010. Armex has already established
a neighborhood following in a
short period of time.
The restaurant seating is in a
covered outdoor patio which
only seats about a dozen people
however, what’s on the menu is
what has creating the buzz in
this neighborhood.
You will find Tacos, Tortas,
Al Pastor, Carne Asada, Pollo
and KABOBS! The Kabobs are

made with flamed grilled marinated
Beef, Chicken and Pork that are
perfectly charred on the outside and juicy and tender on the
inside making these Kabobs/
Shish
Kabobs a mouthwatering experience that keep patrons
coming back more. Another favorite of many is the rich tasteful
hummus which cannot be found
easily in Northeast LA.
When you take the first bite of
either the Mexican or Armenian
entrees or the fusion of a Pork
Kabob Torta you know that you
have found a special place that
stands out from any other.
Go visit ARMEX where you
will find a friendly hospitality
and great tasting food from two
distinct cultures.
ARMEX is located at 3406 North
Broadway in Lincoln Heights
(Near Lincoln High School)
There number is 323/221.7771.

Original Club Charter Established 1893
JOIN US for rides thru the city
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT WE MEET AT 6:30pm
and Ride @ 7PM
AND EVERY SATURDAY Evening
Meet at 7Pm ride at 7:30pm
ALL BICYCLE RIDERS INVITED TO JOIN
REGARDLESS OF AGE AND ABILITY
Please weAR a helmet on our rides!
CALL FOR MEETUP LOCATIONS

write us: bikesinla@yahoo.com

323.221.7400
Join Our Group on facebook.com
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB LOS ANGELES
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/EASTSIDEBIKES
Follow us on twitter.com/eastsidebikes

SATURDAY, OCT 16TH
LAPD HOLLENBECK
STATION DEDICATION TO
CAPTAIN RUDY DE LEON
LAPD’s 1st Latino Captain
Hollenbeck Police Station
2111 East 1st Street
Boyle Heights, CA 90033
4:30pm
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26TH
ARROYO VISTA FAMILY
HEALTH CENTER
FREE FLU SHOTS
6 Months of age or older
6000 North Figueroa Ave
Highland Park, CA 90042
9am -11am
323/254.5221
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
GARFIELD HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI PRESENTS
THE 48TH ANNUAL 5TH
QUARTER DANCE
ELA CLASSIC FOOTBALL
GAME ROOSEVELT VS
GARFIELD
Quiet Cannon
801 Via San Clemente
Montebello, CA 90640
7pm -1:30am
323/266-0100
FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 12TH &13TH
LA TAMALE THROWDOWN
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church Parking Lot
4255 Browne Ave
Rose Hills, CA 90032
Friday: 2pm -10pm
Saturday: 10am -10pm
323/221-7400
SATURDAY, DEC 11TH
WILSON HIGH SCHOOL
40TH CLASS REUNION
CLASS OF 1970

Submit Your
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voicep
voicepuberica@gmail.com
puberica@
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Follow
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Lincoln Heights, and Boyle
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Our growing network of
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made this publication the
primary source for local information. We strive to make a
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by
reporting news that is
seldom found anywhere else
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educate this community on
what is going on in their front
yard!
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THE VOICE welcomes Jimmy
Franco as a regular contributor to
THE VOICE. Franco is the writer
and editor of Latino Point of View.
com. He is a long-time educator
and community activist who was
born in Texas and grew up in the Lincoln Heights area of Los Angeles.
He attended Murchison Elementary
school in Ramona Gardens and graduated
from Lincoln High School.
Jimmy also attended Cal-State L.A.
where he was an active member of
M.E.Ch.A.
Franco also completed further graduate work and earned
administrative, secondary and adult
teaching credentials. Jimmy has
taught at grade levels elementary
through twelfth grade, adult school,
and at the university level. He also
voluntarily taught classes at Chino
Prison in California.
He has also been involved in various
community organizations and has
spoken at numerous conferences in regard to educational reform, bilingual
education, labor, gang prevention
and other issues pertaining to the
Chicano/Latino community.
He was also a member of the
United Teachers, Los Angeles
(UTLA), where he was chairperson
of the Chicano-Latino Education committee, a member of the Bi-lingual Committee, and received a N.E.A. award
for his civil rights contributions.
His latest activities include promoting systematic reform of the L.A.
School District. He created a blog
to encourage and promote dialogue
and discussion on topical
issues
pertinent to the Latino community.
The articles are written from a
progressive and Chicano/Latino
perspective that is independent of
any organization or political party.
The analyses and positions put
forth in this blog are guided by the
principle of: from facts and practice, we derive the truth. Hopefully,
this blog will serve to facilitate the
clarification of numerous political,
educational and cultural issues for
all Raza and therefore lead us to a
higher level of unity. In this way,
we can resolve many of the urgent
problems facing us, and in doing so,
improve the well-being of our community and thus assist us to move
forward together.

By Jimmy Franco
A recent debate has broken out
over the exposure by the L.A.Times
that the L.A. School District does
not have a comprehensive and
systematic evaluation system for
teachers or administrators.
The newspaper also published
lists of elementary school teachers
and graded them based upon their
student’s achievement scores from
standardized English and math tests.
The Times used the value-added
method to measure these test scores
that were given over a seven-year period
and with this formula the teachers
involved were given a performance
grade. The Time’s articles also
promoted the use of value-added
test score data as a feasible tool for
evaluating a teacher’s job performance.
Value-added test scores usually
pertain to third through fifth graders at
elementary schools where children
have the same teacher during the
school day. The value-added method
utilizes a student’s past English and
math test scores as an index to monitor
their future progress in mastering
these basic skills.
Using this method, the test scores
are then used to project the student’s
future English and math achievement
which may improve, stagnate or regress from one year to the next. In
addition, the teacher who administers
these tests over a period of time is
graded by the value-added method based upon the gains or losses
shown in their student’s test score
results.
These performance grades for
teachers are on a scale that range
from more effective to least effective.
Thus, it is being discussed and proposed
by educators whether a value-added
method utilizing student test scores

should be used as part of an assessment measure to formally evaluate
a teacher’s job effectiveness, also
whether the teacher should be held
accountable for the student’s ensuing
progress or lack of.
The immediate reaction to these
Time’s articles by the leader of the
teacher’s union was to reject the
use of test scores in evaluations and
call for a boycott and demonstration against the Times. The Obama
Administration has also applied
pressure and threatened to withhold
federal funds to states if test scores
are not required as a method to
evaluate a teacher’s job performance.
Meanwhile, Randi Weingarten,
the president of the national American
Federation of Teachers, has stated
that she is in favor of such value-added analysis in the evaluation of teachers.
Weingarten also stated that she has
negotiated over 54 contracts in various school districts around the country where the statistical approach of
value-added was contractually agreed to.
According to her, it is now used to
evaluate teachers in those districts
and comprises between ten to thirty
percent of their evaluation reviews.
However, Weingarten was opposed
to publishing the names of teachers
and their value-added grades in the
press.
Let’s take a step back and assess
all of this spontaneous swinging in
the dark. Those who have worked
for the L.A. District have known for
years that the present system used to
evaluate administrators and teachers,
both probationary and permanent, is
a mere formality and farce. Utilized
as a screening tool to determine job
performance, the present system is
blatantly porous, superficial and
subjective.
The problem here is not the
L.A.Times; rather the primary
problem is that the broken and
dysfunctional LAUSD has not had
a systematic, comprehensive and
measurable procedure to evaluate
the competence of administrators
and teachers for over sixty years or
more. So, instead of avoiding the
debate over the broken evaluation
process by pointing fingers, calling
for emotional attacks and boycotts
of the Times, or demanding the immediate adoption of value-added
test scores to evaluate teachers,
the immediate discussion that is
required by these concerned adults
needs to focus on what is best for
the children and not merely what is
good for adults.
This means teachers, administrators
and parent groups must solve this
problem by coming together in a
mature, slow and deliberate manner
to develop a scientific assessment
and measurable evaluation procedure
that is fair and accurate for both
teachers and administrators.
This new and qualitative evaluation
process should be an objective and
multi-faceted procedure that utilizes
a number of measures to assess an
employee’s job performance over
a reasonable period of time. Such
an evaluation procedure can ensure
that only competent educators will
teach and administer the children in
our community.
The overall goal of these new
assessment measures should be to
objectively screen out and remove
both permanent and probationary
employees who do not show job
competence, and also, to prevent any
unjust political retaliation against
employees who raise viable concerns
or criticisms. Most important, a
new comprehensive evaluation system
should also provide the needed remediation and training for those
administrators and teachers who are
encountering problems on the job
and require further assistance.
This restructuring of the evaluation
process for administrators and teachers
should have been done years ago
and is long overdue. Blaming the
Times for this problem is similar
to someone mistreating their children, and then in a show of reverse
psychology, attempting to blame
those who exposed their destructive

activities!
So, we have two incorrect and extreme views in regard to this issue.
On the one hand, we have the panicky and spontaneous proposals to
immediately utilize the value-added
method to evaluate teachers which
is just another quick gimmick that
does not resolve the broken evaluation system.
Using only one narrow factor such
as test score data for an evaluation
will be skewed and cannot show
the true ability of a teacher or administrator. If used with other evaluation
measures, the value-added approach
can be useful to assess positive
teaching techniques by individuals,
or pinpoint problems that need to be
addressed by certain teachers. However, at this point, this value-added
method still needs further refinement.
At the other extreme view, we have
people who fight to block any internal
change within the L.A. District. They
oppose any new evaluation process
and continually try to avoid accountability by blaming outside factors to
cover over the deeply-rooted internal
problems of the District.
The ongoing party-line rhetoric of
the obstructionists is “we’re being
attacked” by some sort of ongoing
external bogeymen, or regurgitating the usual smokescreen of, “we
only need more funding.” These arguments are merely used to deflect
the need for basic change. While more
funding is definitely necessary, internal structural change is the primary
task at hand especially with a long
history within the District of corruption, cronyism and mismanaging
funds that have tended to disappear
down a bureaucratic dark hole.
One prime example of this was
the extremely expensive LEARN
“reform” project during the 1990 s.
After years and hundreds of thousands of dollars spent, it was finally
abandoned like a sinking ship with
everyone jumping off and never
talking about it anymore. Another
example was the totally irrational
hiring of ex-Superintendent Brewer
by the School Board. He was an exnaval admiral with no educational
background or expertise. This educational debacle ended up costing
the District and its children years
of valuable time and the taxpayers
hundreds of thousands of dollars for
Brewer’s salary, contract buy-out,
and pension payments. Again, valuable resources lost and money down
the drain with nothing to show in
return while the children are once
more deprived. Lastly, within the
LAUSD, there exists the unspoken
practice of, “the Dance of the Lemons”. This traditional ritual occurs
when totally incompetent teachers
and administrators are periodically
transferred to different schools which
are usually located in the inner-city.
Once there, these “lemons” continue
to harm more students while still
collecting a full paycheck with no
fear of termination.
The individuals and organizations
who stifle and obstruct any debate
in regard to overhauling this evaluation
process do so in order to keep the
present system intact for their own
benefit. Thus, these apologists and
protectors of the broken school system
are primarily interested in job protection without any assessment or
accountability.
Historically, we have experienced
a slew of millionaires, politicians
and union bureaucrats who through
the use of numerous and superficial
reform efforts and huge campaign
contributions have constantly attempted to deflect any efforts to
fundamentally change the inept
District. These elements that use
the District as a cash-cow respond
with knee-jerk arguments that those
persons espousing systematic and
bottom-up reform are anti-District
and administrator, anti-teacher, or
anti-union, etc. These arguments
are unprincipled and dishonest tactics
that are routinely used to cover-up
and stifle open and democratic debate on what is best for the children.
Also, if the flimsy charge that the

standardized math and English tests
now in use are flawed, and therefore
the test results for value-added are
flawed, then it should be proposed
how the tests can be corrected rather
than simply being negative and attacking them.
Again, those who propose desperate
and spontaneous quick-fixes by
wanting to immediately adopt the
use of value-added scores, as well as
those on the other extreme, who defend the broken system and obstruct
internal change, must be rejected
and exposed for what they stand for,
which is, both harm the interests of
the children in our community.
Increased accountability, the use
of peer review, and the creation of
a systematic evaluation process that
allows for transparency in test scores
will not only improve teaching methods,
but also the student’s academic
achievement. What must also be
kept in mind here as part of this
discussion is that this teacher-student test score information is public information and not someone’s
personal diary.
Public servants should welcome
and participate in these efforts to
monitor, support and reform the
educational system rather than
creating smoke screens and fighting
them off. Otherwise, some type of
bureaucratic reform will eventually
be imposed from above.
If one is doing their job correctly
and doing their best to help the children,
then there is nothing to fear. As
public educators, teachers and administrators do not need to hide in
guilt and create a circle-the-wagons
mentality. This negative mentality
of attempting to resist reform was
used previously by other public
institutions such as the LAPD before finally being forced to change
by the department of Justice. And
presently, the Department of Children’s
Services still opposes any reform
and transparency in order to cover
up the physical harm it allows to be
inflicted upon the children in their
care.
This type of defensive attitude and
cover-up by other public agencies
should be rejected by all educators
who truly want to see the school
system improve.
In conclusion, what is needed as an
immediate and short-range objective
is a collaborative effort to create a
new evaluation procedure. The primary
role of this new procedure should be to
assist teachers and administrators
improve their educational skills, and
in doing so, improve the educational
services provided to the children.
The long-range objective is not
one of simply patching up parts
of this broken school system. This
was tried in the past with phony and
superficial “reform” efforts which
failed, and in a form of denial were
never summed up or spoken of
again. As one frustrated LAUSD reformer participating in the LEARN
effort once stated, “The LAUSD is
like an old crumbling house that
can’t be mended with patchwork,
instead, it needs to be torn down and
a new house built”. Therefore, what
is urgently needed is a basic and
systematic overhaul of the LAUSD.
This will entail a totally new structure
and content for the school system
that meets the twenty-first century
needs of our children.
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Presents The

LA TAMALE THROWDOWN

Friday & Saturday

November
12th & 13th

@ Our Lady of Guadalupe (Rose Hills) 4255 Browne Ave, LA CA 90032

Tamales are steaming, So Invite your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to come and taste the best tamales in Los Angeles!

Partial Tamale Participants include:
* Vote for the festivals Best Tamale
Featured Tamales:
* VERAS TAMALE EXPRESS
* Tamale Eating Contest
Oaxacan Tamales
* LA GOLONDRINA
* Entertainment - Art - Music
Chile Relleno Tamales
* TAMALES ALBERTO
Vegan Tamales
* HEAVENLY TAMALES
Veggie Tamales
Guest are encouraged to RIDE A BIKE to the
*
TAMALES
ELENA
Strawberry Tamales
“LA TAMALE THROWDOWN”
*
LA
MORENITA
Pineapple Tamales
FREE BIKE VALET provided by Flying Pigeon LA Bike Shop
Beef, Chicken, Pork and many more!
SUGGESTED DONATION FOR FESTIVAL ENTRANCE IS A CAN GOOD
Booth & Sponsorships are Available Contact Erica Cornejo 323/221-7400

Visit us on FACEBOOK LA TAMALE THROWDOWN
l at a m a l e t h row d ow n @ g m a i l . c o m

DOSE OF ART

BATTALION 7

CREMOSITA FRUITS
& YOGURTS

COUNCILMAN
JOSE HUIZAR CD-14

FLYING PIGEON
LA BIKE SHOP

THE VOICE

OPEN 6am - 9pm Everyday
Delicious Sandwiches * Affordable Prices
* Great Atmosphere * Wi-Fi
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Become a Fan of THE VOICE COMMUNITY NEWS on Facebook

323.221.7400

When You S e e Ne ws Happ e n

CALL323/221.7400
323/221.7400
Save It On Your Cell Phone

pet pet
dog wash

pet grooming services

Open 7 Days 9am - 6pm
Appointments Available
323/222-8389
5150 Huntington Drive,Unit 108, El Sereno, CA 90032

HANDYMAN
Washer and Dryer Repair

(626) 478-4298
ASK FOR HENRY
Se Habla Español

I’m a bike rider. By that, I mean
that I ride and use my bike for regular,
daily activities. I don’t ride because it’s
a nice day out, I don’t ride to work
out and I don’t ride to save the planet.
Simply put, I ride a bicycle (I hope,
you the reader, are thinking of a bicycle and not motorcycle) as an alternate
means of transportation, and because
I don’t want to drive. Aside from
the obvious benefits (health, ecofriendly, cheap, etc.), I’ve found that
using a bike for daily activities can
be incredibly convenient, sometimes
more so that using a car.
Allow me to go off on a tangent
here and bring out some major cons
of using a bike. Since this article
is about the bike culture utilizing a
bike as alternate transport, I feel that
I should get the bad things out of the
way so that this doesn’t turn into a
Pros and Cons rambling.
If you ride a bike, especially in the
city, know the following:
A bike is slower than a car, you
can get hit by a motorized vehicle
(and you might get blamed for it). A
bike can make you sweat someone
might yell or honk at you (in a bad
way –which by the way the motorist
can be sited for this conduct), you
can’t carry as much as when you
drive a car, you are susceptible to the
environment (smog, rain, sun, etc.),

633 West 5th Street,
Suite 2800
Los Angeles, CA 90071

“THE VOICE COMMUNITY

Se Habla Español
www.elenapopplawoffice.com

Electricista General

GATEWAY CITY LIGHTS
3 & 4 Bedroom
Affordable Housing located at
522 West 127th.,Los Angeles, CA
Sec. 8 Cert. Welcome
For applications call (323) 756-2984
Equal Housing Opportunity

NOW LEASING

License # 730536

Free Estimates
Hablamos Espanol

323/222-7228

free, and you can often lock your
bike anywhere (Cyclist -Please, do
not block sidewalks, doorways or
wheelchair accesses - Thank you.)
Some events even advertise
their free bike corrals such as the
LA TAMALE THROWDOWN
coming in November, and The
Americana Shopping Center in
Glendale, CA, actually has free valet
bicycle parking!
A friend of mine recently met up
with some people that were barhopping, but, because she showed
up late, parking her car near the bar
was impossible. To this, she simply
parked eight blocks away, pulled out
her folding bike and rode to the bar.
Venues like the Hollywood Bowl,
Staples Center, the Rose Bowl or
Sunset strip are no match when you
ride there and lock the bike close to
the entrance. The last time I went
to a Dodger game I rode my bike,
and leaving the stadium made it all
worth it.
I left when everyone else was leaving,
and it took me a whole eight minutes to get out of the parking lot (and
that’s only because I was coasting
all the way down). If Los Angeles
ever gets serious about the bicycle
culture in the City,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Serving the Community Since 1980
Se Habla Español
Mobile Unit Available

NEWS” on FACEBOOK

NOW LEASING

JOSE CRUZ

4334 Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

By Gustavo Muniz
you will often ride alone (although
people often ride alone in their cars,
too) There are more, but you get the
idea. Let’s move on.
More US cities are adopting new
bicycling laws and considering riders
and pedestrians during their projects
lanning stages. When this synergy
happens it often means bike lanes
and bike routes travel thru commercial and residential corridors, which
translates to little or no traffic when
you’re riding a bike.
To avoid traffic, you can also ride
on less-traveled streets that often run
parallel to major avenues. Because
the “smaller” streets often use stop
signs instead of lights, the wait is
shorter at intersections. This will be
the case until bikes outnumber cars
years from now.
Another convenient thing (and a
major Pro for me) is dealing with the
parking situation. The City of Los
Angeles has been changing parking
meters all over the city and raising
rates ($3 - $6 an hour in downtown
LA if you are lucky to find these
parking lots). You can always park
at a lot where rates start at $6 a day
(before 10 a.m., weekdays) and can
go as high as $40 -$50 (when major
events like UCLA vs. USC games
or the Michael Jackson Memorial).
When you’re on a bike, parking is

Become a Fan of

Attorney at Law / Abogada

(213) 223-2028
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Riding a Bike in the City

“ D e fe n d ing T h e R i gh t s O f Te n a n t s ”

LAW OFFICE OF ELENA POPP
ELENA POPP

www.thevoicepub.com

GARLAND CITY LIGHTS
3 Bedroom
Affordable Housing located at
1209 West 8th Street LA CA
Sec. 8 Cert. Welcome
For applications call (213) 623-9403
Equal Housing Opportunity

NOW LEASING
ALAMEDA TERRACE
4 Bedrooms
Affordable housing located at
11919 S Figueroa St. Los Angeles,
CA 90032
Sec. 8 Cert. Welcome
For applications call (323) 755-7563

Public Auto Auction
Subasta Publica
* EVERYONE WELCOME
* OVER 100 CARS PER WEEK
* NO ADMITTANCE FEE / BUYERS FEE
www.viertels.com

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00am
Inspeccion de Vehiculos

EVERY TUESDAY
at 9:00am
VEHICLE INSPECTION

A las 8:00AM

AT 8:00AM

101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143 * Fax: (213) 250.4360

ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS
IN
THE VOICE
OUR
COMMUNITY
READS IT
OUR
COMMUNITY
CONTRIBUTES
TO IT
THIS
COMMUNITY
SHOPS
HERE

323/222-0115

www.gtoautoglass.com
Profession Installation
HOURS
While You Wait In Our
M-F
8am
- 5pm
CLEAN Comfor table
SAT
8am
3pm
Waiting Room
1001 North Mission Rd, Boyle Heights, CA 90033

BROADWAY
RADIATOR SHOP
Serving the Community Since 1962

Fast & Reliable Service * Work Guaranteed

Jose Cuevas
323/221.8043 323/221.9395
2003 Pasadena Ave, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
(At the corner or Pasadena Ave & Ave 20)

D&J AUTO REPAIR
General Auto Repairs
on Import / Domestic
Juan Hernandez
323/824.3469

*

Demetrio Pena
323/867.3516

2003 Pasadena Ave, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
(At the corner or Pasadena Ave & Ave 20)

Plumbing / Heating
Electrical
“JOE THE PLUMBER ” DRAINAGE PLUMBING SERVICES

Starting @ $19.95
Free Estimates

JOSE
JO
SE
C RUZ
RU Z

323/222-7228

4334 Huntington Drive , El Sereno, CA 90032

GREG’s

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Specializing in:
Tune-ups, Brakes,
All Major Repairs
GREG EISELE

(323) 227-4774

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up Service
4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
(Corner of Eastern and Valley)

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD
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Riding a Bike in the City
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
it will probably find some way to make
money off of the riders by charging for one
thing or another. Until then, take advantage of the free parking.
Saving money by riding a bike is not just
about purchasing gas. The more I ride my
bike to the store (any store), the more I realize
that I’m limiting my consumerist habits by
only buying what I need. I still buy crap
that I don’t need, but now, instead of buying the jumbo size of everything, I find
myself thinking, “How am I going to take
this home?” You can always expand your
carrying power by hitching a bike trailer,
but even that has its limits.
Although, I do want to point out that a
bike shop owner that I know rides his cargo
bike to Costco and loads that thing like a
truck. Still, trips to the grocery store or Target (yes, Target) have me only buying what
I need and, thus, spending less. Sadly, in
a Capitalist society, these types of things
slow down economic growth, so, please,
don’t everyone ride your bike to Target all
at once.

One last thing I want to point out regarding using a bike to get around is the
proximity to the people around you when
you’re pedaling. Because you’re out in the
open, your view of the world is more panoramic than when you’re seeing it through
the framed window of a car. What this
means is that you’re directly involved with
your surroundings, and when you yell,
“Hey, f*^%$R! Watch where you’re going!” your intended audience might actually hear you.
It’ll be many years until Los Angeles
becomes the cycling city that bicycle advocacy groups want it to be, but I think that
progress is being made. We will see when
the CicLAvia event takes place this month.
More people need to be on the streets using bikes to go about their daily activities.
You don’t have to be a tri-athlete, you don’t
have to wear spandex, you don’t need to
ride a fixie, you don’t have to know about
bike gears and riding a bike doesn’t have to
be an event. The only thing you need is the
willingness to try something different. Oh
yeah, you also need a bike.

LIVE TRANSMISSION
Growing up Rockers in El Sereno
By Dose
Music as the driving force to a person’s
life has never resonated more than with
these three local kids. With artistic parents
having grown up in El Sereno, they have
continued the creative tradition with their
music.
Back in 2007, at the tender ages of six and
seven, Carlo, Isaac and Xion decided to get
together to form the band Live Transmission. With influences ranging from Pink
Floyd, Joy Division, Pixies, and Led Zeppelin, to name a few, this trio of two brothers and one cousin were ready to rock. The
first song they learned was Blitzkrieg Bop,
or better known as Hey Ho! Let’s Go!, by
the Ramones.
With Xion on the drums, Carlo on the guitar and Isaac as the bass and vocals, they
not only perform many covers that include

Nirvana and The Cure, but they also create their own songs. “Out of Control” was
penned by Isaac, but the whole band was
involved in the development process.
As for the future, they readily declare
“We want education and everything.” They
want to be doctors, lawyers and a detective,
but that is still Plan B. Plan A is what they
have been working on, and that’s being a
musician. Taking Jarocho classes at the
Eastside Café and lessons with the manager of the Sirens, their influences are wide
in scope. They all confess, “I want plan A,
and it’s working.”
Come and see these talented kids rock
out at the LA TAMALE THROWDOWN
on November 12th and 13th at Our Lady
of Guadalupe Church Parking Lot in Rose
Hills.
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TASTE OF
BRAZIL
4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

Discover Taste of Brazil!

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968
Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

Reservations (323)342-9422

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

COMFORTABLE PATIO DINNING

NEW
METRO
Tile Company Since 1982

323/221.1144
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Power Washing * Sidewalks *Driveways * Patios
Start your own Business BE YOUR OWN BOSS
Call TEO for info

(323) 384-5354
(323) 518-5675

powerwashteam1@yahoo.com

www.powerwashteam.com

WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM
MON
MON -- FRI
FRI 7AM
7AM -- 5:00PM
5:00PM SAT
SAT 8AM
8AM -- 2:30PM
2:30PM
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NEW
METRO
O
TILE
ILE

Fremont
Fremon
Fre
F
remon
montt Ave
Ave
e

PRESSURE WASHING
& AUTO DETAILING
Mobile Car Wash

www.tasteofbrazil.info

Covina
Cov
C
ina St
St..

323.223.1843

LIVE
MUSIC
WEEKENDS

ALH
ALHAMBRA
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BRA AVE
E
(7 BLOCKS WEST OF FREMONT)

5477 ALHAMBRA AVE. EL SERENO,
ENO, CA 90032

HABANERO’S

Yucatan Mexican Grill

PANUCHOS
COCHINITA PIBIL
EMPANISADOS
SALBUTES

ANTOJITOS
TAMALES
CALDOS
TACOS

5189 Alhambra Ave, El Sereno, CA 90032
H

SUN -THURS 8am - 8pm
FRI & SAT 8am - 10pm

323/276.1360
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Mission Road

Valley Blvd

GRAND OPENING
Griffin Ave

Mexican Breakfast
ARMEX WRAPS
Hamburgers

Friday & Saturday POSOLE
Sunday MENUDO

Broadway

“Where Mexico Meets Armenia”

Thomas St.

323/221-7771

Sunday - Thursday 7am - 11pm
Friday - Saturday 7am - 1am

3406 North Broadway, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Eastlake Ave

ARMEX

Lincoln
High School

Lincoln Park Ave
Mission Road

