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EL SERENO RESIDENT EMANUEL PLEITEZ
SEEKS 32ND U.S. CONGRESSIONAL SEAT
As the US Congressional seat of Congresswoman
Hilda Solis is vacated as
she accepts the Secretary
of Labor-position for the
Obama-Biden Administration, the 32nd Congressional District turf is ready for
new leadership.
There is an El Sereno resident that has his eyes and
is seeking to fill that seat.
Born at General Hospital
in Boyle Heights and raised
in El Sereno for most of
his life, Pleitez decided to
kick off his campaign back
home, where it all started.
Pleitez decided to host his
community kick off campaign rally at his alma
mater Wilson High School
on January 10th, with about
200 community supporters,
friends and family members.
He attended school at Sierra
Park and Multnomah Elementary Schools, El Sereno Middle
School, graduated from Wilson
High School in 2001, and is a
Stanford University graduate
(first-generation college graduate)
where he earned a B.A.Degree in
Urban Studies. At Stanford he
was a recipient of the Jerry I. Porras Visionary Leadership Award
and the Cecilia and Tony Burciaga
Community Development Award.
Pleitez considers education a
top priority. As such, he has been
involved with the Quest Scholars
Program at Stanford University
to develop partnerships aimed at

encouraging the success of lowincome high school students. He
also helped co-found the Alumni
Foundation of Woodrow Wilson
High School in El Sereno to raise
scholarships for students. Pleitez
also served as a mentor for Center for a New Generation of the
Peninsula Boys & Girls Club,
an intern for the engaged philanthropy organization, Full Circle
Fund, and currently serves on
the Young Professional Advisory
Board for voter outreach organization - “Voto Latino”. A former National Hispanic Heritage
Youth Award Winner, he continues serving the Hispanic Heritage
Foundation as a member of the
Foundation’s Business Advisory

RUTH SWIGGETT
“MRS. EL SERENO”
WILL BE MISSED

Committee, is also working with
Creating Economic Opportunities
(CEO) for Women, and supports
the Non Profit Salvadoran American Leadership and Education
Fund (SALEF).
Pleitez stated optimistically “I
know I have an uphill challenge
to run against public servant veterans Gil Cedillo and Judy Chu,
who both are household names
in the area, it is a challenge that
I am eager to undertake, As a native of this District, I understand
first-hand the issues affecting
our community. Right now, everyone has been touched by this
grim economy. With more people losing their homes and jobs
every day, it is important that we

have someone working hard
to ensure our community’s
voice is heard. I’m running
for Congress because we need
representatives who can offer
new leadership and innovative ideas on rebuilding the
economy, education, and creating jobs. This is an opportunity to use my experience in
public service and finance to
create the change we need for
our families in East Los Angeles and the San Gabriel Valley.” The congressional seat
represents the communities of
Azusa, Baldwin Park, Covina,
Duarte, El Monte, El Sereno,
Irwindale, South El Monte,
West Covina, Monterey Park
and East Los Angeles.
Pleitez currently serves as a
member of the U.S. Treasury
Department Agency Review Team
for the Obama-Biden Presidential
Transition. He has also worked in
the offices of Los Angeles Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa during his
term as Los Angeles City Council for the 14th District, interned
for U.S. Senators Tom Daschle
and Hillary Clinton on the Senate
Democratic Steering and Coordination Committee. During the
John Kerry-John Edwards Presidential campaign in 2004, Emanuel served as a field organizer
in Missouri and Florida. In the
private sector, Pleitez formerly
served as a Financial Analyst for
investment bank Goldman Sachs
in the Securities Division in San
Francisco.

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center

FREE HEARING SCREENINGS
Wednesday
January 21, 2009
From 4pm to 5pm
El Sereno Branch Library
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Ruth Swiggett who is also affectionately known
as “Mrs. El Sereno” by many El Sereno community members was born in 1903 and celebrated her
105th birthday last year has died.
Mrs. Swiggett is a remarkable woman who became a pillar and role model to this community.
She has educated and inspired many people including myself. A true believer in education, She has
followed the motto of “It is never too late to learn”,
during the time of World War II, Ruth had the
dream of working with the visiting nurses. After
learning that psychology was required to do that,
she decided to return to school at the age of 40.
She did not even think twice about her age an enrolled herself into Los Angeles City College. Ruth
in time also enrolled in a two year course of study
at Founders Church were she received an Associates degree which allowed Ruth to accept the duties
of Chaplain for the El Sereno community.
Among many other accomplishments, Ruth became one of the founders of the El Sereno Senior
Citizen Club in 1972 and played an important role
in working with the seniors and Councilman Arthur Snyder to bring a Senior Center to El Sereno
on February 1981. Ruth’s passion for humanitarianism and love of community was greatly seen
through all of her activities associated with the citizens club. She was also involved and made a big
push to get the community of El Sereno it’s very
own library (currently it is a school campus next to
Hecho en Mexico on Huntington Drive).
Ruth had a strong passionate drive to assist the
city’s youth. She gave her full support to many of
the cities youth programs

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

526 Huntington Drive South
Los Angeles, CA 90032
Arroyo Vista Family Health Center’s
team of qualified bilingual staff are
dedicated to serving you and your
family in a caring manner, and in
providing you with a wide range of
quality health care services. For
more information please call:
(323) 254-5221 X3220
5 CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

HIGHLAND PARK
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042
(323) 254-5221

EL SERENO
4815 Valley Blvd.
LA CA 90032
(323) 222-1134

LOMA DRIVE
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
2411 N. Broadway Blvd 303 S. Loma Drive
LA CA 90017
LA CA 90031
(213) 201-5800
(323) 987-2000

MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC
Various Community Locations
Call for an appointment or just walk in or call for a mobile clinic visit

(323) 254-5221
“We Care About Your Health”
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THE VOICE
Is a community based newspaper publication based in El
Sereno and published once a
month. Our circulation consists
of 20,000 print impressions and
1,200 email subscribers. It is
delivered to residents and businesses in the El Sereno, Lincoln
Heights, and Boyle Heights,
Rose Hills, University Hills and
Emery Park communities.
Our growing network of community participation has made
this publication the primary
source for local information. We
strive to make a positive impact
on the community by reporting
news that is seldom found anywhere else in the media to inform, and educate this community on what is going on in their
front yard!
We welcome community interest stories, and press releases.
60% of all articles are written by
community stakeholders
THE VOICE reserves the right
to edit all materials due to space
constrictions.
THE VOICE is not responsible
nor liable for any claims or offerings, nor responsible for
products availability that may be
advertised. Opinions expressed
in these columns are those by
the authors who wrote them. All
rights reserved. Reproduction
in whole or in part without written permission from the editor is
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Email: voicepub@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT
STARTS WITH
YOU!

Happy New Year from all the
staff at THE VOICE. Every year
people make New Year Resolutions, seldom do any of them carry them thru. The most popular
ones are to lose weight, pay off
debt, save money, get a better job,
go back to school, and quit smoking.
Most New Year’s resolutions
revolve around getting in better
shape and losing weight, where
you transform your life by getting
fit.
Yet come February or March,
the grand plan somehow has
slipped through the cracks yet
again. One reason your mission
to get fit often doesn’t work is
because getting in shape does not
provide any short-term payoffs.
So you skip days and there’s no
penalty. Pretty soon you skip a
week, then a month, next thing
you know, it’s time for another
New Year’s Resolution. This was
my story for over twenty plus
years!
Many people go out and purchase a gym membership to start
out the year, yet in these tough
economic times many people in
our community cannot afford a
gym membership or even now to
renew it. Many will buy work out
clothing such as shorts, sweats,
and sneakers, and a gym bag. The
fact is most people stop going two
to three months after they join for
the year. Mostly because they are
not motivated any more because
they are at it alone, even though
there are other people at the gym,
it’s just not the same.
This year one of my resolutions
is to assist our community to lose
weight and get fit. Some of you
may ask how can he do that? My
answer is simple; let’s break the
cycle by picking up a bike and
ride with the Eastside Bike Club.
The key to making a New Year’s
resolution work for many people
is to do it with a group, thus you
are not alone trying to achieve
your goals. Aligning yourself
with other people who have the
same goals is very beneficial and
easier to accomplish your goal.
There are a couple of members in
the group that have faithfully ridden every week and have lost and
maintained their weight loss since
beginning to ride with us in July.
I invite everyone to come out
and ride with the EASTSIDE
BIKE CLUB for fun bike rides
thru the streets of Los Angeles. It
will accomplish a couple of things;
(1) You will save money on Gym
membership, Gas, and get away
from looking for parking (2) You
will meet some good people from
your neighborhood and together
build “Community Health” and
get to see the neighborhood from

a very different view. Our club
welcomes all ages and abilities
and is absolutely FREE. We have
over 150 members who have already joined us.
Biking your way into peak
health works because you get a
payoff every time you venture
into the outdoors. The outdoors
quickly becomes addictive. You’ll
discover that biking is like a fountain of youth. Hundreds of studies show the benefits of cycling,
but these nail it the best.

www.thevoicepub.com
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RUTH SWIGGETT
A LIFETIME OF
ACHIEVEMENTS

Live longer
You will live 14 years longer if
you exercise three times per week
(and generally cut out bad habits),
according to LiveScience.com.
Benefits at any age: Exercise
results in lower rates of death
from all causes, even if activities
are begun in middle or late life,
according to the New England
Journal of Medicine.

Antonio Villaraigosa Shares Spotlight With
Ruth Swiggett During Community Flag Pole Dediction
and fought for them to receive a
better education. Ruth along with
Sgt. Mike Peterson spoke at many
schools and worked closely with
the D.A.R.E program (Drug Prevention). The walls of her hilltop

was her most cherished recognitions she has received. This street
was known previously as Fiftian
Street and was renamed “RUTH
SWIGGETT DRIVE” for Ruth’s
long devotion and strong leader-

home are covered with plaques
and awards that have been presented to her over the past 50
years.
In 1997 Ruth was honored with
the seat of Grand Marshall of the
El Sereno Independence Day Parade; Again in 2003 on her 100th
birthday, City Councilman at that
time was Nick Pacheco, and on
behalf of the El Sereno community presented and honored her
with her very own street sign at
the corner of Eastern Avenue
right between El Sereno Park and
Farmdale Elementary School, it

ship she has bestowed on our community. Next time you walk by,
drive by or ride your bike past El
Sereno Park or to school at Farmdale, El Sereno Middle School or
Wilson High School take a look
at the sign and remember a great
and wonderful person who gave
us all this from her heart.
Ruth Swiggett was born March
1, 1903 and passed away January 11, 2009. She lived to see the
blessed age of 105 years. Ruth
had 3 daughters and 1 son.

Feel good
If you bike, you will have half the
disabilities of those who do not,
according to a study at Stanford
University.

Feel really good
When you bike, your mind is
cleansed, your conflicts are simplified and all stress is relieved,
according to a study at Cornell
University.
Many people have told me that
Bike Riding is dangerous, that you
can get hit by a vehicle. My feelings are you can get hit by another
vehicle walking across the street,
it is dangerous going up a ladder,
walking up or down a flight of
stairs, riding as a passenger on the
train….. The fact is many people
make excuses in order not to ride
or exercise, my excuse was I was
always busy and did not have the
time. Well now I make the time!
Its up to you! Can you afford not
to exercise and die from the lack
of doing it, if you ask me, That is
dangerous!
We meet every Saturday morning at 10am for the next couple
of months until the weather gets
warmer. We also have Tuesday
night rides that leave at 7pm. Call
us at 323.221.7400 or email us at
bikesinla@yahoo.com.
This month we are going to
witness history with the first
Black President taking office and
with his platform of CHANGE.
Why don’t you give us a try and
Change to transform yourself into
a better, healthier, happier, productive Eastsider! What do you
have to lose.
Enjoy life…Ride a bike!
Carlos Morales
Publisher / Editor
THE VOICE

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
RE: LA Times article:
Developer Wins Suit against LA over Housing
Tract in El Sereno
As a Los Angeles taxpayer, I am outraged with Councilman Jose
Huizar. Despite being warned by the City Attorney and countless city
departments that the 24 single family home development was approved
and the City could not legally stop the project, Huizar thumbed his
nose at the evidence and tried to stop the project because he didn’t want
the hill developed.
Now, thanks to a judges ruling, we taxpayers are on the hook to pay
the developer at least $8 million in damages. The day earlier, Huizar
issues a statement that “in these tough economic times. . . we simply
cannot afford to keep throwing money at these unnecessary and extremely costly lawsuits.?!
Well, Mr. Huizar you chose to ignore the legal advice of your own
attorney and forced us taxpayers to “throw” $8 million to this unnecessary lawsuit. In the dictionary, that’s called hypocrisy. Will you take a
pay cut to “share our pain?” Oh, and were you not an expert Land Use
attorney before getting elected to office.
Huizar puts us at financial peril to stop a legitimate 24 single home
development in El Sereno, but has no problem supporting the owner/
developer who wants to demolish and displace 1,000 low-income families in the Wyverwood projects in Boyle Heights. I think that’s called
hypocrisy, too.
Joe Chavez
El Sereno Resident

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

LETTER TO
COUNCILMAN HUIZAR
Councilman Huizar:
On Wednesday December 17th you took part in a press conference
announcing new gun control and ammunition ordinances within the
City limits. Let’s face it, this is no more than a political move to support Councilman Jack Weiss’s run for City Attorney while attacking
the constitutional protections of law abiding citizens of Los Angeles.
How long do you believe it would it take me Mr. Huizar to produce
a fist full of local and state laws that are already in the books that do
less to reduce crime but more in making it difficult for law and order
minded citizens to keep and bear arms. Right, about as long as it took
me to write the previous sentence. When the next felon walks into the
local store to rob it, who do you think believes he will be concerned
about ammunition ordinances? Hypocrites can’t be bothered to lift a
finger for common sense, reasonable measures like Jamiel’s Law but
have no problem supporting measures that fund criminal activity all
in the name of gang reduction programs.
You folks are beyond contempt. But it doesn’t stop with the two
of you or the committee of the whole; Mayor Villaraigosa and his
intimate friend Chief Bratton share in this as well. Someone needs
to remind Bratton that Godzilla may not be around any more, but
monsters certainly are still out there, and in force. Ask him if the
quote: When seconds count the police are only minutes away, means
anything to him.
Tell the Mayor that violence comes in two forms, when crimes are
being committed, and when violent crime is being stopped. Finally,
have you had the opportunity to see the testosterone saturated film
300. In the beginning the Persian emissary comes and asked the
Spartans to lay their weapons down explaining the Persian’s wish
only to nurture and support them, they do not wish to have war. The
response of the Spartan King was Molan Labe. Translation, you want
our weapons, come and get them.
Message to City Council. If you want our weapons, Molan Labe.
Make my day, Send Jack Weiss
Michael McGuire
El Sereno
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B & H CYCLES
Bicycle Sales * Service * Repairs

Schwinn * Mongoose
Fuji
* GT
Open 7 Days
Best Prices & Service
Pake
* IRO
1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasadena, CA 91030

(626) 799-6788
VA L UA B L E VO I C E C O U P O N

BRING THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE

10% -15% OFF

ON LABOR AND ACCESORIES
B & H CYCLES
1st Annual
LA Chinatown Fun Bike Ride

Saturday, Feb. 7th, 2009
09:30 AM
Los Angeles Chinatown
940 Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

The 2009 LA Chinatown Fun Bike Ride celebrates
the Chinese New Year of the Ox. Firecracker
Nite n’ Day activites include entertainment and
music all weekend All participants will receive
a Carbo-Load meal with entertainment the day
of the bike ride.
Fun Bike Ride $25.00
Visit our website @ http://www.firecracker10k.org

31st Annual LA Chinatown
Firecracker 5/10k Race

Sunday, Feb. 8th, 2009
at 8 AM for the LA Chinatown Firecracker 5k/10
race, fun walk and kiddie run

“Nothing Compares To The Simple
Pleasure Of A Bike Ride.”
- John F. Kennedy
35th U.S. President

323.221.7400
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BIKE RIDES IN THE AREA
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
TUESDAY NIGHT RIDES @ 7PM AND
SATURDAY MORNING RIDES @ 10AM
Meet at CHARO BLDG. (East Driveway)
4301 Valley Blvd, LA CA 90032
323.221.7400 BIKESINLA@YAHOO.COM
WWW.MYSPACE.COM/EASTSIDEBIKES
FRIDAY JANUARY 16TH
NORTHEAST CRITICAL MASS BIKE RIDES
N
6:30 - 9:30PM
6
Meet @ 6:30 Ride Leaves at 7pm
M
Metro Gold Line Station
M
151 N. Ave. 57 in Highland Park
1
Highland Park, CA 90042
H
DIM SUM BIKE RIDES
D
EVERY THIRD SUNDAY MORNING
E
NEXT RIDE ON JANUARY 18TH
N
Meet @ 5711 N. Figueroa
M
Highland Park, CA 90042
H
213.909.8986
21
SATURDAY JANUARY 17TH 10AM
PADADENA CRITICAL MASS
Memorial Park (by the Playground)
Every 3rd Saturday of every month
Adjacent to the Memorial Park Goldine Station
On Raymond between Walnut and Holly
Gather at 10:00 AM, leave by 10:30 AM.
This is a slow paced social celebration of bicycles. All
ages and ability levels are welcome. Children should be
able to ride predictably in a straight line or should be in a
trailer or on a trail-a-bike.
Link pbike.org
SATURDAY JANUARY 24TH 11AM
BICYCLING ADVENTURE DOWN LA RIVER
Meet at the Los Angeles River Center and Gardens
570 West Ave. 26, L.A., CA 90065
www.lamountains.com
Led by LA River guide, Joe Linton,
Bring a brown-bag lunch and enjoy some eats along the
way.
FREE

HOLIDAY CHEER ON
WHEELS
About twenty-five members of the Eastside Bike Club gathered on a
brisk and chilly night on Saturday, December 20th to ride and spread
holiday cheer to El Sereno residents. We had a couple of guest riders
that came in from Hacienda Heights, Rosemead, and Woodland Hills.
We met mid afternoon to decorate our bikes with seasonal décor,
before we began our neighborhood trek, everyone checked their tires,
brakes and turned on their lights. Our first stop was just a ½ mile
away to Fire Station 16 at the intersection of Eastern Avenue and
Valley Blvd. One of the club members rang the door bell and Los
Angeles Fire Department Captain Violante answered the front door
then paged his crew of dedicated firemen over the paging system
and requested for them to present themselves at the front door. The
firemen were surprised to see Christmas Carolers on Bikes; this was a
first stated one of the firemen. The firefighters were our guinea pigs,
because this was our 1st time we sang, they endured our renditions of
“Feliz Navidad” and “We Wish You A Merry Christmas”, as we tried
to tone, get n sync and read the lyrics. When we left the fire station I
knew this night was going to be special. I saw smiles from both the
firemen and the bike riders.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

JOIN US EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT AT 7PM
AND EVERY SATURDAY MORNING AT 10AM
WE DEPART FORM THE CHARO BLDG.
4301 VALLEY BLVD.
EL SERENO. CA 90032
ALL BYCICLE RIDERS INVITED TO JOIN
REGARDLESS OF AGE AND ABILITY

THINGS TO DO
EVERY SATURDAY
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
BIKE RIDES THRU THE
STREETS O F LA
Meet at CHARO
4301 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
323.221.7400
@ 10am
SUNDAY, JAN 25TH
OPEN HOUSE
OUR LADY GUADALUPE
SCHOOL
4522 Brown Ave
Rose Hills, CA 90032
323.221.8187
9am - 12 Noon
SUNDAY, JAN 25TH
OPEN HOUSE
ALL SAINTS SCHOOL
3430 Portola Ave
El Sereno, CA 90032
323.225.7264
10am - 1:30pm

BOYLE
HEIGHTS
COMMUNITY
WORKSHOPS
SATURDAY, JAN 31ST
BOYLE HEIGHTS
SENIOR CENTER
2839 East 3rd Street
Boyle Heights, CA 90033
10am - 2pm
TUESDAY, FEB 3RD
BISHOP MORA
SALESIAN HS
960 South Soto Street
Boyle Heights, CA 90023
5pm - 8pm
SATURDAY, FEB 7THCOSTELLO REC CENTER
3141 E. Olympic Blvd.
Boyle Heights, CA 90023
10am - 2pm
MONDAY, FEB 9TH
HAZARD PARK GYM
3230 Norfolk St.
Boyle Heights, CA 90033
10am - 2pm

HAPPY
NEW YEAR
FROM
THE VOICE
Send Us Your
Events to

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/EASTSIDEBIKES
BIKESINLA@YAHOO.COM

voicepub@gmail.com
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CSULA OPENS STUDENT UNION
HUNDREDS OF STUDENTS
ENJOY FREE CONCERTS
PATROL
PA
P
PAT
AT
AT
SECURITY SERVICES

LIVE
LIV
VE SCAN
SCA
AN FINGERPRINT
FIN
FI
NG
GE
ER
RPR
PRIN
IN SERVICES
IMMIGRATION * PERMITS * LICENSE * BACKGROUND CHECK

O U R C O M M U N I T Y R E A D S T H E VO I C E

Special Event Staff Services
Security Guard Services - Patrol - Surveillance
On Site Security

323.221.9860

2716 N. Broadway, Suite 203 - Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Email: proactivepatrol@sbcglobal.net

El Luchador Del Pueblo
Jaime Gutierrez, Esq.
Abogado
g
/ Attorneyy

562.321.5950
elsuperxicano@hotmail.com
6709 Greenleaf Ave, Ste 202, Whittier, CA 90601

Cal State L.A.’s new University-Student Union opened its
doors on Friday, January 9th to
an afternoon and evening of fun,
music, food and festivities.
With the theme of “U Live, U
Learn, U Grow, The New U,” the
new University-Student Union
(U-SU) at California State University, Los Angeles. The excitement around campus drew hundreds of students as they seen the
dedication of the iconic building
after two years of construction at
the cost of $30 Million Dollars.
The 93,000-square-foot building features an outdoor plaza,
expanded computer lab, a fitness
center, 200-seat theater, game
room, Wells Fargo bank, a coffee
house, pizza restaurant, and added meeting and lounge space.

Krazy Koolness
Face
Face Painting
Painting
213.220.9507

The new facility complements
the other campus architecture,
connects to The Golden Eagle by
a third-floor bridge. It is home to
the Alumni Relations, Associated
Students, Inc., Center for Student
Involvement, Cross Cultural Centers, and the University-Student
Union administration and staff.
The campus-wide celebration
was kicked off on the University
Student Union Plaza at 3 p.m.
with music by the Grammy-nominated Mariachi Divas, followed
by tours of the facility.
College students were treated
to a free outdoor concert featuring Grammy-nominated hip-hop
and soul singer Estelle. (with
the hit “American Boy”). Entertainment was also supplied by
CSULA very own Gospel Choir-

Graduate Chapter, The Spazmatics (an ‘80s New Wave cover
band) and Pachamama (a worldroots-rhythm band) also provided
musical performances throughout
the evening.
The project came to flourish
after a seismic analysis in 2001,
the decision to rebuild was a result of a student poll conducted
that same year. Since 1975, when
the former U-SU was built at the
same site, the U-SU has depended on student fees for operational
funding. The project required
the combined efforts of the U-SU
team; Barnhart Construction, Inc.;
executive architect Tate Snyder
Kinsey; design architect HMC;
and Cal State L.A.’s Facilities
Planning and Construction.

Newland Hardware
Raffles Off Giant Christmas Stocking
When 7 Year Old Donovan McCullan received a
phone call telling him that he won the Christmas
Stocking Raffle at Newland Hardware located in El
Sereno he could barely control himself with emotion
and was understandably extremely excited to here
that his name was picked as the winner. According
to his mother Donovan wanted to go to Newland’s
right away to pick it up. Donovan attends school at
Margarita Elementary in the Emery Park portion of
Alhambra.
Donavan’s uncle actually entered his name along
with his cousin’s name in the raffle. He told THE

VOICE they often shop at Newland’s Hardware to
pick up stuff they need for their home repairs all
the time, price is right the service is better, you get
greeted as soon as you walk in and best of all there
are no long lines like in other hardware stores.
ATTENTION VOICE READERS:
The word on the street is that Newlands’s will be
having another raffle during Easter. Be on the
look out for it. No purchase necessary. Look for
their monthly specials on the back page of THE
VOICE.

Make sure you get
every break you’re
entitled to — make
sure you talk to me!

WILLIAM APARICIO
TAX PREPARATION INC.
3510 North Broadway
Lincoln Heights, Ca 90031
Across from Lincoln High School

323.223.3486

Donovan McCullan
McCullan with
with family
family displays
displays Christmas
Christmas Stocking
Stocking
Donovan
he won
won at
at Newland’s
Newland’s Harware
Harware
he
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RUTH SWIGGETT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
Through her marriage to Ed Swiggett she also had a stepson and a
stepdaughter. Mrs. Swiggett was
also able to enjoy the company of
her 14 grandchildren, 34 greatgrandchildren, and 15 great-great
grandchildren.
Mrs. Swiggett moved to El
Sereno in 1964. In the past 45
years she was dedicated to actively make El Sereno a better
place to live for all of us, young
and old. Mrs. Swiggett supported many charitable and civic associations. She was a member of
the Ladies Auxiliary of Cop Enforcement, a 30 year member of
the Coordinating Council, and a
31 year member of the El Sereno
Senior Club.
She also taught English and
Citizenship classes at the Senior
Center for several years. Ruth
loved the El Sereno community
and regarded all of its children as
her own.

voicepub@gmail.com

SARA MAYTORENA

Ruth was named Honorary
Mayor for the Bicentennial Parade in 1972; she was nominated
as Grand Dame of Los Angeles
in 1982. She worked and had the
Dr. Donald Newman Flag Pole
erected in the heart of El Sereno,
at the intersection of Huntington
Drive and Eastern Avenue.
Ruth Swiggett was an astonishing person I had the pleasure of
meeting over twenty five years
ago. I interviewed her then for
a community report I was working on. Her soft spoken words of
wisdom, her compassion for El
Sereno, the non stop dedication
to make this community a better
place has honestly made a long
lasting impression on me, and
my life, I will always remember
Ruth as being a true leader, a role
model, a pioneer, and our hero,
and most of all a wonderful human being!
El Sereno Loves you and we
will miss you – God Bless you!.

Life time Boyle Heights resident Sara Maytorena was born
on April 18th, 1956. She passed
away the morning January 2,
2009 at White Memorial Hospital with her children by her side,
after a nineteen year battle with
Cancer.
She leaves behind her children:
Beatrice, Cruz, Rebecca and Teresa Quesnot.
Sara Maytorena never forgot
her neighborhood throughout

her residence in Boyle Heights,
She served on various community committees to improve and
create better policy for the Boyle
Heights neighborhood. She was
elected to the Boyle Heights Adelante Project Area Committee
PAC, and served two full terms.
Sara Supported her community
to assure the prevention on “Eminent Domain” she was an educational aide for over 20 years with
LAUSD and a self taught artist.

Pictured fourth from the left next to her son Cruz at a 2004
PAC Meeting, after receiving a certificate of appreciation from
Mayor Villaraigosa

Pictured above: Former Councilmember Nick Pacheco
and Ruth Swiggett at her street dedication in 2003
Mr. & Mrs. Coca Spreading the Holiday Spirit in El Sereno

PLUMBING
“JOE THE PLUMBER ”

JOSE CRUZ
EXPERT PLUMBING SERVICES

Plumbing
Heating
Electrical

Do you need help understanding your phone
bill ?

International Institute
of Los Angeles

Free Estimates
Guaranteed Services

(323) 222-7228
4334 Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

FREE COMMUNITY SERVICES

SEND A SPECIAL
VALENTINES
MESSAGE TO YOUR
LOVED ONES IN
NEXT MONTHS
VOICE

323.221.7400

Can help and possibly save
you money on your telephone
bill

WORLDWIDE SELECTION
OF CERAMIC TILES
WORLD
WIDE SELECTION
YOUR ONE STOP TILE CENTER
OFAVAILABLE
CERAMIC TILES
DELIVERY

RWilliams

Termite Control & Home Care, Inc.
Ron Williams
Operations Manager

& MOSAIC
** CUSTOM
PAINTED
TUMBLED
STONE
MURALS
TILE & STONE
AND MOSAIC

10 Years Experience
www.RWilliamsTermite.com
Ron@RWilliamsTermite.com

* CUSTOM PAINTED

MURALS TILE & STONE
323-221-1144

MON - FRI 7AM - 5:00PM
323-221-7366
SAT
8AM - 2:30PM
5477
AVENUE
FAXALHAMBRA
323-221-7366
FAX:

LA, CA 90032
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EL SERENO, CA 90032
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19740 Jolora Ave.
Corona, CA 92881
P: 951.264.0457
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Valdez’s

(323)
221-1144
MON-FRI 7:00AM-5:00PM
SAT.
8:00AM-2:30PM

Please Check out our Website
WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM

We rode thru the streets on El
Sereno with our two wheeled
lighted chariots as many stakeholders were curious and wondered who we were and what we
were doing. We rolled thru the
serene streets and at times drew
attention from the jingle bells,
whistles, lights and horns. Families driving by us and people
looking out their windows to get
a glimpse of us, we could here
people from with in the homes
shouting to their family members to come out to the front
yard to see the lighted bikes.
We stopped at homes in the
area that were decorated for
the holidays. At every stop we
made we brought smiles and applause. Becky Morales enjoyed
the Christmas Carols gave candy
to riders. The mercury dropped
on the thermometer and the
night was getting real cold we
started to lose a couple of riders.
We ended up our ride in the Hillside Village neighborhood and
our last stop was at the Coca’s
Family home at the intersection
of Yellowstone and Rowan Ave.
This home and yard screamed
Merry Christmas. A club member rang the doorbell and to everyone’s surprise the Coca’s answered their door wearing a Mr.
and Mrs. Santa Clause outfit.
We sang a couple of songs and
then got invited in their home for
some homemade cookies and
hot chocolate.
The spirit of Christmas was
indeed in El Sereno that night.
We thank the Coca’s for their
thoughtfulness and hospitality, we really felt the love! To
find out more about the EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB contact us at
323.221.7400.

800-762-6912

SPECIAL HELP FOR DO-IT-YOURSELFERS

DESIGN CONSULTANTS
EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE
SPECIAL
FOR DO-IT-YOURSELFS
* HAND HELP
CRAFTED
* TUMBLED STONE

NEW
METRO
O
TILE
ILE

CONTINUED FORM PAGE 3

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS WITH US
YOUR FUTURE CLIENTS READ
THE VOICE
AND SUPPORT THE
ADVERTISERS THAT MAKE THIS
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER POSSIBLE!

YOUR
STOP TILE CENTER
DESIGNONE
CONSULTING
EXTENSIVE AVAILABLE
SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE
DELIVERY

CERAMIC TILES
GLASSCRAFTED
* METAL
* HAND
*CERAMIC
POOL/SPA
TILES
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HOLIDAY ON
WHEELS

www.theawningcleaners.com

HAPPY NEW
HOLIDAYS
HAPPY
YEAR
TILESince
CO. SINCE1982
1982
Tile Company
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A Complete Property Maintenance Company
Graffiti Removal
Awning Cleaning & Repair
Pressure
Washing
Window Cleaning
Bird
Spike
Installation
Glass Scratch Removal

Contact
Rosa Ramirez at
(323) 224-3800 Ext 218
3845 Selig Place
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

NEW
New METRO
Metro

January 2009

Morris

Plumbing & Heating
Water Heaters, Floor and Wall Heaters, Copper Repiping,
Disposals - Sewer Cleaning, Water and Gas Leak Detection
Air Conditioning and Heating

Morris Valdez

(323) 223-0871
(626) 484-0239

24 H o u r E m ergen cy S er v ice
Specialist in Repairs & Installation
Serving the Northeast Los Angeles Community Since 1986
State Lic# 617754
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HOME FOR
THE HOLIDAYS
Joseph Villalobos was home
from the Army for the Holidays.
On December 20, 2008, the
home of Ray & Anabel Villalobos of Hillside Village was the
site of a party to honor their son
Joseph Villalobos as he returned
to his old neighborhood, having
successfully completed his basic
training with the United States
Army.
Joseph, a graduate of our very
own Woodrow Wilson High
School, class of 2008, looked
quite handsome in his camouflage fatigues, and graciously
accepted the hugs, kisses and
good wishes from family and
friends, who congratulated him
on his achieving this important
milestone. Joseph just turned
19 on Mam Anabel served her
guests a scrumptious meal of
Chile Colorado, chicken fajitas,
pasta salad, Mexican rice, beans,
green salad, fresh fruit, and other
delicious dishes for which she is
famous in the Village.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

323.221.7400

www.thevoicepub.com
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JOSE REGALADO - El Sereno Man Killed in War

Jose Regalado was born May
11, 1985 in El Sereno, CA, to
Jose and Raquel Regalado. He
was the eldest of the two boys,
and the third eldest of five. Jose’s
siblings are Haydee, Wendy, Erik,
and Elizabeth. As a child Jose attended Sierra Park Elementary
School where he began Mexican Folk dancing. His love for
dance progressed as he joined a
dance company called Tonanezin,
where he won awards and danced

throughout California for various events. He continued dancing throughout middle school as
well, where he attended El Sereno
Middle School.
It was Jose’s freshman year at
Woodrow Wilson High School
that he traded in his dancing
skills for those on the football
field. However, his football time
was cut short as he decided to join
Junior ROTC. Jose moved up the
JROTC ranks and earned the position of Cadet Battalion Command Sergeants Major, which is
the highest Non-Commissioned
Officer Position in the battalion.
During his JROTC years, Jose
decided that he wants to join the
United States Army.
It was on July 22, 2003 that
Regalado Enlisted in the United
States Army and began is life
as a soldier. Regalado traveled
throughout the United States as he
under went his training, and began his first deployment to Iraq in
2005 to 2006. Upon Jose’s arrival
back from Iraq, he was stationed
at Fort Knox, Kentucky. During
Jose’s time in Kentucky, he spent

the little time he had from work,
in the garage. Jose loved learning
the skills of a mechanic as he disassembled car after car in the attempt to put them back together.
On September 26, 2006, a stormy
Autumn evening at the Louisville, Kentucky Airport, Jose met
the woman that he would end up
wanting to spend the rest of his
life with, Sharri J. Ford. Seven
months later on an equally cold
and windy day of May 3, 2007,
Jose Regalado and Sharri Ford
became one in heart and soul.
Jose’s second deployment was
nearing as they decided they
wanted to extend their family.
November 28, 2007, two weeks
before Jose’s deployment, they
found out they were going to be
having their first child, Jaimie A.
Regalado. Jose carried his daughter’s ultrasound with him through
his deployment as a good luck
charm to get him through the days
until she was born and eventually
given the chance to meet her.
Eight months into Jose’s deployment, August 6, 2008 his
lovely daughter was born. Sep-

tember 11, 2008 Jose was given
his 18 day mid-tour, to meet his
daughter whom was one month
old, mother and daughter met him
at the LAX Airport. Jose enjoyed
18 days with his daughter; it
would be the last time Jose would
hold his daughter.
SGT. Jose Regalado assigned to
K Troop 3rd squadron 3rd Army
Cavalry Regiment was killed in
Action on November 12, 2008 in
small arms fire.
Jose Regalado was a loving son,
brother, husband, father and hero.
He will be missed and forever
loved by those he knew and will
never be forgotten.

Cyclist Inciting Change thru Live Exchance Receives Funding for Community Bicycle Center
Cyclists Inciting Change thru
LIVE Exchange (C.I.C.L.E.) announced that it will begin plans
for an innovative new Bicycle
Community Center in Northeast Los Angeles, thanks to initial funding from New Belgium
Brewing Company.
The Bicycle Community Center
will house an extensive bicycle
education program, and provide
a comprehensive set of resources
that is sure to get more Los Angelenos riding their bikes for everyday transportation. Workshops
will run the gamut, from teach-

ing people to learn to ride for the
very first time, to demonstrating
working solutions that can haul a
week’s worth of groceries home
by bike.
The Center will also run the
world’s first Social Bike Business
program which will manufacture
affordable transportation bicycles
and equip qualifying low-income
individuals with a transportation
bicycle and the training to help
them meet with their transportation needs. Area residents will
also benefit from job training
programs and additional busi-

ness opportunities created by the
Center. C.I.C.L.E. has partnered
with international bicycle advocacy organization, One Street,
for guidance on this new program
that follows the principle of social business that adheres to the
proven for-profit structure, but
places the needs of people before
profits.
“Bicycling is not only an environmentally friendly form of
transportation but for many of
our community’s residents who
are transit dependent, it is also an
effective and low cost means of

TRANSMISSION

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Lara’s

*
QUALITY • CALIDAD • HONESTY • HONESTIDAD

Have you serviced your transmission lately?
It's recommended every 6,000 miles or 6 months
Pay a little now or pay a lot more later!
Le a dado servicio a su transmision ultimamente?
Es recomendable cada 6,000 millas o 6 meses
Pague poco hoy o pague mucho mas despues!

(323) 275-3105
2001 N. Marianna Ave. El Sereno, Ca 90032
BRING IN THIS AD FOR A $10 OFF DISCOUNT

contributing to their livelihoods,”
said Councilmember Ed Reyes
of the First District in Northeast
Los Angeles when he learned
about the program’s launch.
“C.I.C.L.E’s social bike business
project fulfills a great need in my
district and I fully support their
efforts.”
While the New Belgium funding makes the initial launch of
the program possible, funding is
still needed for the Center and the
training programs. Those wanting
to help should contact C.I.C.L.E.
C.I.C.L.E.’s full name is Cyclists

Specializing in:
Tune-ups, Brakes,
All Major Repairs
GREG EISELE

(323) 227-4774
Since 1969

Inciting Change thru Live Exchange. Their work focuses on
promoting the bicycle as a viable,
healthy, and sustainable transportation choice. Find their contact
info and more at www.cicle.org.
Find out more about One Street at
www.onestreet.org.
For more information, please contact Liz Elliott, Executive Director, liz@cicle.org 323.478.0060

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up
Service
4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
(Corner of Eastern and Valley)

a&a

AUTO WRECKING
Robert Vega
(323) 223-9481

1806 Sichel St.
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

www.aaautowreckingla.com

Public Auto Auction
Subasta Publica
* EVERYONE WELCOME
* OVER 100 CARS PER WEEK
* NO ADMITTANCE FEE / BUYERS FEE

www.opg12.com

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00am
Inspeccion de Vehiculos

EVERY TUESDAY
at 9:00am
VEHICLE INSPECTION

A las 8:00AM

AT 8:00AM

101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143 * Fax: (213) 250.4360
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LINCOLN HEIGHTS CHRISTMAS PARADE
Record Turnout for the 5th Annual Lincoln Heights Christmas Parade
“We had a record number of
participants this year,” said Lupe
Guillen, a volunteer of the Lincoln
Heights Christmas Parade Committee. The committee is compiled of community stakeholders
in the area which start meeting in
mid January to plan for the following Christmas parade.
This year’s voluntary committee included Erik Cervantes, Ruben Chavez, David Correa, Belen
Eller, Erika Gallo, Lupe Guillen,
Ted Juarez, Dennis Ortega, Trinh
Ortega, Sevin Riley, Esther Rosas, Starland Francis and Frank
Wada.
The Lincoln Heights Christmas
Parade was founded in 2004 by
volunteers determined to bring
the tradition of holiday spirit to
the Lincoln Heights community.
Among the parade participants included dignitaries, businesses, community organizations,
schools, VIPs, car clubs, a float
of Las Posadas and the star of the
parade, Santa Claus. “We were
honored to have Celebrity Grand
Marshall Edward James Olmos,
Honorary Grand Marshall Councilmember Ed P. Reyes and Grand
Marshall Salvador B. Castro in
our parade. They are honorable

members of our society and we look up
to them,” explained
Esther Rosas.
Edward
James
Olmos is an Emmy-winning
and
Academy Awardnominated American actor and director. Some of his
most
memorable
roles are in Blade
Runner, Miami Vice,
Stand and Deliver,
the Battlestar Galactica re-imagined
series and most recently the voice of
Diablo in Disney’s
Beverly Hills Chihuahua. Ed P. Reyes
has served on the
Los Angeles City
Council since April
2001. A native of Northeast Los
Angeles, Reyes represents many
of the neighborhoods he grew up
in including Lincoln Heights and
Cypress Park. Salvador B. Castro
is known for his role in the 1968
East Los Angeles High School
Walkouts, a series of protests
against unequal conditions in Los

EDWARD
EDWARD JAMES
JAMES OLMOS
OLMOS

Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD) schools.
Although
retired, he continues to lecture
about his experiences and the importance of education.
“Without the support of the
Lincoln Heights Neighborhood
Council and local businesses,
this parade would not have been

a success,” explains
Erika Gallo.
This
year’s challenge was
the state of the economy. It was difficult to
find sponsors and cuts
had to be made to traditional yearly festivities.
Luckily, enough funds
were raised for Santa to
take free photographs
with the children, provide free pizza and
drinks and allow children of the community
experience real snow.
“The children were
having so much fun in
the snow, some were
crying when they had
to leave!” shared Angel Israel Guzman, a
volunteer with the Lincoln Heights Tutorial
Program. Even with
the fiscal constraints, the Lincoln
Heights Christmas Parade Committee decided to make providing
snow for the children their top
priority. Many of the children of
Lincoln Heights have never seen
snow, even as close of proximity
as snow is to Los Angeles, because they don’t have the means

to visit the locations. This is their
one chance a year to experience
what snow is like. There was a
snow play area and a snow slide.
Adults, children and even Santa
Claus, himself, were seen sliding
down the snow slide.
“I want to personally extend
my appreciation to the volunteers
from the committee, the Lincoln
Heights Tutorial Program, Sacred
Heart High School and Lincoln
High School who donated their
time to bring holiday spirit to
our community,” stated Erik Cervantes.
The Lincoln Heights Christmas
Parade takes place every year on
the second Sunday of December.
Next year, the parade is expected
to take place on Sunday, December 13. If you would like more
information on how to sponsor,
participate or volunteer for the
annual parade, please contact the
voluntary committee at Lincoln_
Heights_Parade@yahoo.com.

Stop by and visit
Don Jose’s Department Store

Grand Opening
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB members ride in the parade

On December 1st, 2008 Don Jose’s Department store took over what had been Frieden’s
Department store for 61 years. Jose and Francisca Rocha, who had managed the store
for many years, took over the operation of the business and they expect to continue the
tradition of serving the families of Lincoln Heights and the surrounding communities.

(L to R) Councilman Ed Reyes, Olivia Pena, Sonia Rocha, Jose A. Rocha, Jose J. Rocha, Francisca Rocha, Steve Kasten

LAPD Hollenbeck Captains Chow and Nieto

20

%

Nike Shoes
MENS • WOMENS • CHILDREN

Off

Name Brand Jackets

Sport and Dress Shirts

MENS • WOMENS • CHILDREN

MENS • BIG SELECTION

2619 N. Broadway • Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
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SACRED HEART HIGH SCHOOL
C O L L E G E

P R E P A R A T O R Y

Call us to advertise in this section
323.221.7400

All Saints Catholic School
Enriching Minds & Spirits
Since 1948

Is Hosting an OPEN HOUSE
For Children From Kindergarden - 8th Grade
Sunday, January 25 - 10:00 am - 1:30 pm
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Dates to remember

All are welcome to come!

APPLICATIONS DUE • FEE $60

LA ESCUELA CATOLICA
DE ALL SAINTS
Los Envita A Conocer Nuestra Escuela
Domingo, 25 De Enero,
10:00 am - 1:30 pm

HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT EXAM WORKSHOP

Todos Son Bienvenidos!

HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT EXAMS

(After January 9th • $70)

January 9th, 2009

(Free for those applying to Sacred Heart High School only)

January 17th, 2009
8:30 AM - 11:00 AM

January 31st & February 7th, 2009
7:45 AM - 12:30 PM

ENTRANCE INTERVIEWS
(By Appointment Only)

February 14th-26th, 2009
2111 North Griffin Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90031 • www.sacredhearths-la.org

OPEN HOUSE
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 25TH
9AM-12PM
New student applications will be
available !

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF NORTHEAST LOS ANGELES
SINCE 1956
DIGITAL SMART BOARD TECHNOLOGY

FAITH-BASED EDUCATION
4522 BROWNE AVE.

FIBER-OPTIC WIRED NETWORK COMPUTERS IN EVERY CLASSROOM
SECURE STATE OF THE ART SERVERS
Wi-Fi CONNECTIVITY ON CAMPUS
ON-LINE GRADING PROGRAM AND
GRADE REPORTING (PARENT ACCESS)
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT :
WWW.OLGROSEHILL.NET

LOS ANGELES, CA
90032
MONTEREY RD./
HUNTINGTON DR.
(323) 221-8187

STRONG ACADEMIC CURRICULUM
ADVANCED SCIENCE CURRICULUM
CHARACTER EDUCATION PROGRAM
SERVICE-LEARNING PROJECTS
AFTER-SCHOOL SPORTS
SAFE ENVIRONMENT
SERVING GRADES KINDER TO 8TH

Financial Aid Applications are now available for the 2009-2010 School Year!
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MEASURE “B”

Catholic Education Foundation
Honors Kathleen H. Anderson

IS A SOLAR
POWER
BAMBOOZLE

ZUMA DOGG

Martin Farfan, President, Cathedral High School,
Kathleen H. Anderson,
Brother John Montgomery, Principal, Cathedral High School
Executive Director Kathleen
H. Anderson was honored for her
distinguished years of service to
the Catholic Education Foundation (CEF) in a special Cathedral
High School scholarship banquet
on Friday, Dec. 12 at the Millennium Biltmore Hotel.
Anderson was presented with
a Commitment to Excellence
Award for her dedication in helping provide tuition support to
under-privileged students attending Archdiocesan schools. The
young men of Cathedral High
School also honored the Catho-

lic Education Foundation with a
student-produced video sharing
their successes and appreciation
for CEF tuition support.
The Master of Ceremonies was
none other than a Cathedral High
School Alumni and veteran Television News Anchor/Reporter
Henry Alfaro. Anderson has been
serving as the Executive Director
of the Catholic Education Foundation since 2003. Funds raised
at the event will provide scholarships for committed students
from predominantly Latino, lowincome working families.

Unsolved Murder Clues Sought In
Slaying of Lincoln Heights Man
LAPD Central Division Detectives are seeking the public’s help in
solving the shooting death of a lone driver in the middle of the day.
On December 26, 2008 at about 10:55 a.m., police dispatchers received a report of “shots fired” near the 1600 block of North Main
Street, just south of the Los Angeles River. Witnesses at the scene
observed what may have appeared to be a single-vehicle traffic collision.
Responding Police Officers found a white 1985 Ford Crown Victoria crashed into a street sign on Wilhardt Street, west of Main Street.
Officers quickly determined that the driver was suffering from a gunshot wound. Paramedics responded and pronounced the driver dead
at scene. While the investigation is in the early stages, the driver is
believed to have been the only occupant of the Ford Crown Victoria
at the time of the shooting. The motive and gang involvement has not
yet been determined.
The victim has been identified as Jonathan Miranda, a 27 year old man
from Lincoln Heights.
Anyone with information is asked to call Central Area Detectives
at (213) 842-0727 during normal business hours. After-hours and on
weekends calls may be directed to the 24-hour,
toll-free number, 1-877-LAPD 24-7 (527-3247). Information may
also be provided by texting CRIMES (274637) and beginning the
message with LAPD or by logging on to www.lapdonline.org, clicking on the “text-to-tip” icon and following the prompts. Tipsters may
remain anonymous.

It may feel like we just got done
counting votes in the last election; but the New Year means it
is already crunch-time for the
March 3, 2009 City of Los Angeles general election.
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
is up for re-election. And Zuma
Dogg is challenging him, so look
for my name on the ballot!
CD 1 Councilmember Ed Reyes
is up for re-election and there is
only one grassroots challenger,
Jesse Rosas.
Two other big (and very important) elecions are for City
Attorney and City Controller.
Villaraiogsa’s puppet, City Councilmember Jack Weiss is running
for City Attorney.
Ron Kaye blogged on his RonKayeLA.com, “The March 3
primary gives us the chance to
change L.A., to elect candidates
to the City Controller’s and City
Attorney’s offices who can stand
for the community. Villaraigosa,
Wendy Greuel and Jack Weiss
along with the 15 obedient council members will have nothing in
their way if they prevail in this
election.”
But it is Villaraiogosa newest
ballot-measure-bamboozle (Measure B, solar power bond) that has
already generated the most media
coverage and community discussion among the activists.
The avalanche of bad press on
Measure B was triggered by an
LA Times article that called attention to the “risky” nature of this
half-cocked boondoggle that requires the blind public trust of the
DWP and the City’s blank check
spending. Plus, LA Times reports
that City Council President Eric
Garcetti withheld an important
report on the matter from other
councilmembers, and more importantly, from the public.
We need support from Neighborhood Councils, homeowner
and resident groups, service
clubs, churches and every individual who cares about L.A. This
is a defining moment. We need to
come together and stop the political machine that is destroying
the city. If we won’t fight as one
against these tactics and this dirty
deal, I don’t know that we ever

will.
LA Weekly’s Jill Stewart wrote
in the most recent issue, “In
short, City Hall and Villaraigosa
have no idea how they are going
to pull off the most massive, experimental, costly installation of
solar panels ever attempted in the
United States. It will require Angelenos to pour huge sums of their
own money into Chinese solarpanel factories. Measure B wants
the money from city taxpayers
first with virtually no strings. The
solar plan has the makings of yet
another flubbed Villaraigosa dramaturgy.”
LA Times David Zahniser reports, “What they didn’t discuss
was an analysis by a city-hired
consulting firm that called the
solar plan ‘extremely risky’ and
considerably more expensive than
was being portrayed by the Department of Water and Power.”
Adding, “Measure B, which
calls for unionized DWP workers
to install solar panels on rooftops
and parking lots across the city,
sailed onto the ballot with a unanimous vote. But days earlier, the
council’s top policy advisor was
so troubled by the proposal that,
in an e-mail to Council President
Eric Garcetti, he recommended
that the council delay it until a
future election. Chief Legislative Analyst Gerry Miller warned
Garcetti that the solar measure
could result in “substantial increases” to the electricity bills of
DWP customers. Neither Miller
nor Garcetti made those findings
part of the public record. Bottom
line is they do not believe that the
department can deliver on this
program at all, and that the costs
associated with the program are
way understated,’ Miller wrote in
his e-mail to Garcetti.”
Some Neighborhood Council
participants from across the city,
has this to say about Measure
B in an email to Zuma Dogg as
posted on LADailyBlog.com:
“There is a more efficient way
to produce more solar power
AND at a lower cost using better
technology - but if Prop B passes
- the City will be forced to spend
hundreds of millions of dollars on
outdated technology that benefits

no one but the people who paid to
put this on the ballot.
This multi-billion dollar plan
was placed on the ballot at the
last minute as the result of City
Hall back room dealings. There
were no public hearings and no
engineering and operational input
from DWP. The Council did not
consider the impact on Ratepayers, the overall cost of this massive project, or the impact on the
already burdened infrastructure.
Our rates were just raised 24%! It
is just another one of these tricky
deals that says it’s about solar energy and workforce development.
The LA Times wrote, “This rush
to the ballot has the scent of swindle about it.” Don’t be fooled by
City Hall. Demand honesty and
transparency.
Measure B and Antonio Villaraigosa’s lawsuit against the
authors of the opposition ballot
argument, highlights the whole
kit and caboodle of ballot bamboozlement.
The mayor KNOWS this will
slip by un-informed, mis-led voters. (They says it’s for one thing,
then ends up being something
else.) Unfortunately, it is you
who ends up paying for all of this
wasteful. experimental and irresponsible non-sense.
This is why I hope you join
me and many other people from
across the city to help clean up city
hall. It needs more than a sweep...
it needs sweeping changes. And
now for some corny fun; Last
election you voted for change...
YES YOU DID! And now, Once
again...YES WE CAN!
It will take the efforts of almost
everyone reading this; along with
all the activists on the blog who
lead the information charge and
get the word out to the public.
PLEASE JOIN THE PEOPLE WHO ARE EMAILING
ALERTS ABOUT THE MARCH
3, 2009 ELECTION, relating
to the many city positions, and
especially Measure B. Stop the
City Hall shell game being run by
the mayor and city council. Let’s
keep the risky gambling inside
casinos and out of City Hall.

Visit: LADailyBlog.com

Is L
L.A.
A Live Dead? Is it a Waste of Your Money? Is It Bad for L
L.A.?
A?
Can Anybody Spare a Roll of Quarters?
By
Ron Kaye
In its desperate to keep on living
high in the Second Great Depression, L.A. City Council -- in its
abominable ignorance -- doubled
the charges on parking meters everywhere and expanded the hours
you have to pump quarters into
them or face much higher fines.
And now people all over town
are going around asking the same
question: Can anybody spare a
roll of quarters?
A policy enacted by the council
as part of the budget for the sole
purpose of covering up the fact
they have bankrupted the city -revenue is up a third under Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa’s tax-andsquander leadership -- is hurting
businesses struggling to survive
and made life almost impossible
for the North Hollywood little

theater community.
It’s yet another example like
the $42 million elephant exhibit
and the nightmare of digital billboards where the council excuses
its incompetence with the usual
if-I-knew-then-what-I-knownow-I-wouldn’t-have-done-anything-so-stupid.
Who they kidding?
They knew then that a lot of
people hated keeping elephants
in cages and they knew everybody but their benefactors in the
billboard companies hated giant
electronic screens flashing new
messages for hyper-consumerism
every few seconds, 24-7.
And they knew when the approved the budget exactly what
the consequences were because
the Department of Transportation

told them so.
But they didn’t care; they never
care, until the public is in an uproar over the loss of business and
the need to carry around a pocketful of quarters.
Ed Reyes does care. The councilman cares so much he actually
had the audacity to criticize city
budget and transportation officials and demand they go around
and determine the impact of high
parking charges on every business in the city -- a city that can’t
pay its bills so its slashing public
services, a city that is overrun by
gangs and doesn’t have enough
cops, a city turning “pay-to-play”
political corruption into a way of
life.
“I think we need to see if the increase in parking meters is having

an impact on sales tax revenue,”
Reyes was quoted as saying in the
Daily News. “Perhaps it is not the
wisest move to raise rates in some
parts of the city where we will be
forcing people to go to other areas.”
By “some parts of the city,”
class warrior Reyes means what
he always means: The “rich”
people who live in the other 14
council districts should subsidize
every aspect of life in his neighborhoods.
Of course, nobody’s rich right
now except the truly rich and
those on the city payroll (most of
who don’t even live in L.A.) who
are protected from the impact of
the collapse in the economy because they keep people like Reyes
in $180,000 a year jobs they could

never otherwise get.
These are people who approved
the nation’s largest solar energy
plan in just three weeks without
even knowing the first thing about
what they were doing, without
considering the intended or unintended consequences.
They don’t give a damn. All
they know is that there will be billions and billions of dollars they
can channel to their friends and
contributors and when the electricity rates soar and too little solar power is generated, they will
call the bureaucrats on the carpet
and demand to know why they
aren’t doing their jobs.

About Ron
Ron Kaye is the former editor of the Los Angeles Daily News where he spent 23 years helping to make the newspaper the voice of the San Fernando Valley and fighting for a city
government that serves the people and not special interests. Twice in recent years, Los Angeles Magazine listed Kaye among the city’s most influential people, specifically in the area
of politics. Kaye has been variously described in the media as the “accidental anarchist,” “the Patrick Henry of the San Fernando Valley” and a “passionate populist.”
He is now committed to carrying on his crusade for a greater Los Angeles as an ordinary citizen. Previously, Ron worked at the Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Associated Press,
Cleveland Plain Dealer and The Australian as well as papers in Fairbanks, Alaska and Yakima, Wash. He also wrote for Newsweek magazine, The Guardian in London and the National Enquirer. You can email me at ron@ronkayela.com
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NEW LAWS
IN CA 2009
DWT – Driving While Testing
A variety of new state laws went
into effect on New Year’s Day;
including one that makes it illegal to send text messages while
driving.
California became the sixth
state to ban texting by drivers of
motor vehicles. This new law
is an afterthought of lawmakers who did not think of texting when they pushed the ban
or prohibit use of handheld cell
phones while driving. The use
of Bluetooth wireless accessories became law enforceable as
of July 2008.
The penalty for being caught
text messaging while driving is
$20 for the first-time offenders;
but adding in all the various fees
will bump the tab up to about
$100.
The CHP has already began
to crack down on DWT Offenders according to Jaime Coffee a
spokesperson for the California
Highway Patrol She stated “It’s
a primary offense - That means
officers can pull drivers over if
they see them texting - even if
they’re at a stop sign” Coffee
continued to state “There is no
grace period at least from our
point of view. The bottom line
is texting and driving does not
mix. People need to devote 100
percent of their attention to the
safe operation of the vehicle.”
Other new driving laws taking
effect in 2009 include several
cracking down on repeat drunkdrivers. There’s also one that
allows drivers to mount navigational devices - known as G-P-S
- on certain parts of their windshields. Previously, that was illegal.
Among the other laws taking effect on Jan. 1 is setting up a state
certification system for massage
therapists. This law is meant to
distinguish legitimate massage
therapists from massage parlors
that serve as fronts for prostitution that can be found easily on
many of the periodicals that circulate in our neighborhoods.

www.thevoicepub.com
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BOYLE HEIGHTS COMMUNITY FIGHTS
EL MERCADO LIQUOR LICENSE
Community members have contacted THE VOICE to communicate
their concerns over a liquor license
permit for “El Mercado” an eastside
landmark. The original goal of “El
Mercado” was to create a cultural
experience which highlights the
positive image of Mexico and its
products. This establishment has
fallen short of its goals according
to numerous complaints from local
area residents.
One of those residents is Teresa Marquez who spoke with THE
VOICE regarding this issue. Marquez stated “For over thirty years,
Since the early1970s, The Boyle
Heights Community have strongly
oppose the issuing of additional
liquor licenses, and/or opening of
new Bars and have requested a better monitoring system in order to reduce the high crime associated with
these businesses. So why is it that
our Councilmen Huizar continues
to ignore the majority of stakeholders? Boyle Heights currently has
over 350 liquor license, more than
any other community.
Late last year in October 2008
community residents attended a
hearing requesting of full liquor
license and expanding of business
from Mr. Rosado, owner of El Mercado, located Lorena and 1st Street.
The Boyle Heights community presented an overwhelming opposition of the issuing of a full liquor
license at the hearing for the reason
that El Mercado already holds 10
liquor licenses for Beer and Wine.
In addition, we have proved that Mr.
Rosado has not been a responsible
business owner, continue to be a
nuisance to the neighbors, it attracts
an unwanted clientele to the community, (drunk drivers), in addition
to people loitering and urinating on
the side walks in front of plain view
of entire families.
“Community stakeholders asked
Mr. Rosado to simply keep the
premises clean, have adequate security, and sufficient bathrooms for
his customers and vendors and to
maintain the business in a manner
that does not devaluate the community and its properties. The Boyle
Heights community believes that
a business has a responsibility of
being a good neighbor in the community it does business in, it is
very clear that Mr. Rosado does not
agree. Mr. Rosado calls El Mercado
a tourist attraction in representing

Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard
Visits Salesian Boys and Girls Club LA
On December 17th Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard
(CA-34) congratulated the Salesian Boys and Girls Club of Los
Angeles on its successful efforts
to provide opportunities for area
youth and welcomed the new director of the Boyle Heights Coalition for a Safe and Drug Free Community, Juan Carlos Aviles, at the
club’s holiday celebration in Boyle
Heights.
Since 1966, the club has served
as a fun and safe environment for
young people by offering a widevariety of activities, including
sports, arts and crafts, educational
programs, individual and group
guidance sessions, and career information. The club also works
with other agencies to educate
young people about teen pregnancy
and drug and alcohol abuse. Juan
Guerra, Executive Director, heads
a full time, part-time and volunteer staff who serve more than two
thousand boys and girls who join
the club annually. The Salesian
Boys & Girls Club, located at 3218
Wabash Ave in Boyle Heights, and
the Salesian Family Youth Center, at 2228 E. 4th Street in Boyle
Heights, together form the Salesian
Boys and Girls Clubs of Los Angeles.
The Salesian Boys and Girls
Clubs of Los Angeles is leading
a coalition of community organizations under the auspices of

323.221.7400

the Boyle Heights Coalition for a
Safe and Drug-Free Community
to reduce substance abuse among
youth in Boyle Heights. Established in September 2007, the
coalition works to empower community members to encourage and
support self-sustaining prevention
programs to keep youth in positive
and healthy life styles.
At the event, the Boyle Heights
Coalition for a Safe and Drug Free
Community officials thanked the
congresswoman for supporting its
successful efforts to secure a Drug
Free Community Coalition federal
grant of $625,000 over five years.
The congresswoman also secured
federal funds to assist the Salesian
Boys and Girls Club’s Academic
Center for Excellence increase the
number of youth it helps to attend
college.
During the congresswoman’s remarks, she extended a combined
hello and farewell to the coalition’s
new director, Juan Carlos Aviles,
who previously served as the congresswoman’s project manager in
her Downtown district office. In
the congresswoman’s office, Mr.
Aviles’ responsibilities included,
but were not limited to, assisting
community-based organizations
to access grants and other funding
sources and helping students identify college financial aid and scholarship opportunities.

our culture” stated Marquez. “The
community is requesting respect
from Mr. Rosado. Our culture can
be better represented with authentic goods, featuring the arts and
crafts not the low quality, low grade
merchandise, such as inexpensive
plastic toys from China, or clothing
made in India” said Marquez.
Councilmember Jose Huizar has
supported the liquor licenses despite
the outcry of community stakeholders and LAPD statistics.
At the East Los Angeles Area
Planning hearing held on Ocotber
2008 (in which Marquez referred to
earlier), LAPD Sgt Raymond Marquez, Vice Squad Supervisor in the
Hollenbeck Division who is a 22
year veteran with the department
exercised his right during public
comment and stated, “I grew up in
Boyle Heights and remember going
there as a kid, it was considered at
that time to be the Crown Jewel of
Boyle Heights”
“Our biggest problem in Hollenbeck in conjunction with the
gang problem is alcohol, we have
over 245 liquor licenses in the area
which include restaurants, bars,
mini markets, gas stations, We are
inundated with ABC (Alcohol Beverage Control) licenses. Most of
the problems I seen is with full line
alcohol licensed establishments”
Marquez continued to state during
his testimony “alcohol contributes
to a string of crime which includes
“DUI’s, domestic violence, gang activities.”
Tara Devine is the Director of
Planning and Economic Development for Councilman Huizar who
and read from a prepared statement
from the Councilman at the same
hearing and stated the following,
“Like many businesses in a dense
residential neighborhood, it faces
opposition from some of the residential areas. “With all due respect
to LAPD who testified before you
today an unilateral position opposing alcohol is not reasonable, nor is
it in the publics best interest, while
it’s true Boyle Heights has significant problems with liquor consumption and sales, the license is usually
not the issue, the one who holds the
license is often the issue. Our offices met with the applicant to review
and revise the conditions for “El
Mercado”, We believe the applicant
is operating in good faith to mitigate neighborhood impacts, but that

many of the conditions as they are
proposed in the decision before you
today are not appropriate and do not
have any direct coloration to those
impacts.” Devine continued “WE
SUPPORT THE APPLICANTS
REQUEST FOR REDUCED SECURITY.”
Community activist Nadine Diaz
stated to THE VOICE “The Mercardo” already has beer and wine
licenses and have done a poor job
in keeping intoxicated patrons urinating in the parking lot in plain
view of families”. Of course the
residents surrounding this establishment are outraged at councilmember Huizar, why in the world would
he put our community in arms way
and increase the possibility of being
struck by a drunk driver, WE DO
NOT WANT ALCOHOL IN OUR
COMMUNITY! Diaz continued,
“It is very interesting that Councilman Huizar started his own Blog in
an attempt to communicate to his
constituents what they are doing for
the community they serve. However, if you go to his blog he never
mentions he supports this alcohol license, and that he is pushing so hard
for - despite community opposition”
stated Diaz.
“Well those days are over, we are
going to be posting videos for the
community to witness for themselves the arrogant, shamelessness, attitude Councilman Huizar
displays on a series of Youtube
videos. You can watch the hearing at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Bbh2aY6emzQ
Alcohol is very much a problem
in our community, just look around
and see how many AAA Meetings
locations we have within our community and the number of attendees
we have at these meetings. How
can the councilman state it is not in
the best interest of our community”
stated Diaz.
Marquez stated, “I was upset when
I heard the newly appointed Commissioner Javier C Angulo vote in
favor to support El Mercado in obtaining a Full Blown Liquor license,
right in the heart of the most gang
infested area of our city. “Thank
God we had the other commissioners that had more common sense in
reviewing the circumstances and
vote against granting the El Mercado liquor license. Responsibility,
and community safety is the first
sense of business should observe”

stated Marquez, and continued to
say “This youtube video is a powerful proof to our community on how
Huizar is betraying his constituents,
witness for yourselves how incompetent Councilman Huizar is when
it comes to this issue – we caught it
on tape and are sharing it for everyone to see! We are the community
you serve and we will no longer be
ignored!”
Marquez continued to say, “Presently it looks and feels like any run
down indoor swap meet, with venders lined up against each other like
sardines, this is not a place that
tourist want to see, this is not what
represents us, you can smell urine
as you walk past the parking lot
and sidewalk, with the new Metro
Station nearing its completion and
more people utilizing it, “El Mercado” has a golden opportunity to repolish what was once considered a
gem. If you make it shine the community shines! We (stakeholders)
are going to keep fighting for better
business improvements of our community. In today’s economy certain
businesses can’t live in the past by
conducting business as they did in
the past. New products and ideas
need to be implemented. and last
but not the least most important
thing I want to say is directed at you
Mr. Jose Huizar respect our Hollenbeck Police Departments advice and
strong recommendations, and listen
to the people you represent! After
all the opposition presented at each
hearing from well establish organizations , BHRH, BHNC, BHNO,
BHSA, and many more Boyle
Heights stakeholders were ignored
by Councilman Huizar” stated Marquez.
“This Community has been plague
by an extremely high number of liquor licenses and bars. The community has voiced their concerns
to the City of Los Angeles, and our
Government Representatives for
over thirty eight years on this type
of businesses and the opposition of
any more liquor licenses, so why
is our Councilman Huizar ignoring
the community in this very important issue? asks Marquez.
To view and listen to some of
the testimony from the community
members during the planning hearing please visit http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=qmndiS6qgYY

40 -60% of all articles that appear in the
voice are submitted by community stakeholders like you get involved!

Left to right: Juan Guerra (Executive Director, Salesian Boys and Girls Clubs of Los Angeles); Sylvia
Guillen (Director of Marketing for Salesian Boys and Girls Clubs of Los Angeles); Marisol De La Rocha
(Healthy Star Coordinator, Roosevelt High School); Denis Quiñonez (Director of Government Relations
for Salesian Boys and Girls Clubs of Los Angeles); Brenda Morton (Principal, Ramona High School);
Richard Hugues (Board President, Salesian Boys and Girls Clubs of Los Angeles); Juan Carlos Aviles (
new Director for the Boyle Heights Coalition for a Safe and Drug-Free Community); Congresswoman
Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34); Frank Villalobos (Barrio Planners); and Ana Valdez (High School Programs Coordinator, Salesian Boys and Girls Clubs of Los Angeles).
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TASTE OF BRAZIL

DINO’S BURGERS

FREE
DESSERT

FAMILY SPECIAL BUY 4
HAMBURGER SPECIALS

PAY FOR 3

FOR EVERYONE IN YOUR PARTY
GOOD THRU DECEMBER 2008

Special includes
Fries and Drink
BROADWAY

TASTE OF

BRAZIL
Great and Delicious

BRAZILIAN FOOD
Live Music Every Weekend

Reservations (323)342-9422

www.tasteofbrazil.info
Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce

4838 Huntington Drive

(323) 342-9422

garding community policing held
in Boyle Heights.
In April 2007 Ms. Harmon
was on the organizing committee of the 1st Hollenbeck PAL
Awards Dinner Gala to help fund
raise money so that after school
and recreational activities could
continue to service 900 ‘at risk’
Latino youth in Boyle Heights.
Harmon also on the committee
that helped organized the Boyle
Heights Neighborhood Council
parade.
Also in 2007, Harmon along
with friends organized a candle
light vigil for Hollenbeck Officer
Tony Salazar who was injured in
the line of duty. In December
2007 Harmon with help of some
friends organized a Christmas
Party for 50 children who are Clef
Palate patients at White Memorial Hospital. Food, gifts, and a
train ride around the community
was provided.
In March 2008, Harmon along
with other community members
formed a group of community
volunteers and residents who organize positive events that are
informative and fun. The group
does it by uniting kids, cops and
community members. This grass
roots activist group has named
themselves The “Community
Action Team” or “CAT”. The
members belong to various organizations throughout Boyle
Heights and speak out on public
safety issues by attending Police
Commission and City Council
meetings in support of LAPD officers. Under the newly formed
C.A.T. the organization hosted
an Easter Party for the kids in
Estrada Courts Housing Projects
with CLEAR officers. A Bunny,
candy, ice cream and balloons

2817 North Main Street

(323) 223-1843

DINO’S
u

r

g

e

r

s

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968
Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Community Activist Monica Harmon
receives recognition from LAPD Chief William Bratton
The Boyle Heights Neighbors
Organization aka Organizacion
de Vecinos Boyle Heights held a
banquet to honor long time community activist Monica Harmon
on January 7th for her very active
participation in organizing community events that acknowledge
LAPD officers for their work.
The reception was held at Carioca Restaurant in Boyle Heights.
In attendance were several LAPD
Hollenbeck Senior Lead Officers,
Captains Chow and Nieto, Assistant Chief Jim McDonnell and
Chief William Bratton as well as
many community members.
Harmon’s passion for community service began in high school
when she joined the Hollenbeck
Explorer Program. Working at
the time with Captain Rudy De
Leon Monica learn how much
she loved working with the community and giving back. In 1998,
Harmon completed LAPD’s Domestic Abuse Response Team
(DART) for Hollenbeck Division,
a volunteer 40 hour training program as mandated by the State of
California. She also worked as a
DART member at Northeast and
Newton Areas. This was a start of
a lengthy list of accomplishments
she has made in this community.
Harmon was one of the organizers of the 2002 “Coalition for
Peace & Justice” march, an organized walk from Hollenbeck Station to Parker Center in support
LAPD officers. She also invited
the Board of Police Commissioners to visit Boyle Heights and hold
a meeting here. In November of
the same year, then Mayor Hahn
selected Ms. Harmon as one of
30 community members to participate in his citywide roundtable
discussion with Chief Bratton re-

Dino’s Burgers

MAIN STREET

B

4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

Eastern Ave

Thelma Ave

(Lunch Truck in Front of
Food 4 Less El Sereno)

Taste ?
of Brazil

DALY

4884 Huntington Drive

AVAILABLE AT LA GOLONDRINA
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presenting her with a model of an
was provided for the kids.
The C.A.T. organization really LAPD Patrol car. Harmon was
made their roar heard at a City moved by the gesture and graceCouncil Meeting on April, 2008 fully accepted the recognition.
Monica and C.A.T. members at- Harmon told THE VOICE “We
tended City Council meeting to do what we do because we care
speak out against the new Hollen- about our community, and to be
beck Station mural that many felt recognized by Chief Bratton who
was derogatory towards Latinos is known all over the nation is really incredible, and I am moved
and LAPD.
Late last year the Community by the gesture.” Our organization
Action Team (CAT) hosted a ban- will continue it’s efforts to eduquet in a show of appreciation to cate and work with kids and our
the Senior Lead Officers, Vice Of- police officers to bridge the gap
ficers and Narcotic Officers who or misconceptions of police offiserve the Hollenbeck community. cers who work hard in our comJune 6, 2008 Monica Harmon munities taking care of all of our
and C.A.T. members organized a problems without being recogFireworks Safety meeting at the nized for their outstanding work
Hollenbeck Youth Center. Panel- they perform everyday.”
ists included Dr. Scott Jacobs of
White Memorial Trauma Unit;
LA Fire Capt.
Kuziecv, Hollenbeck Capt.
Chow
and
LAPD Chief
Bratton made
an appearance.
Free ice cream
was provided
and a raffle
for a free bike.
The CAT was
also involved
this year in the
10th Anniversary Vigil for
Officer Steve
Gajda killed
in the line of
duty in 1998
on New Years
Eve.
Chief Bratton
gave a token
Pictured above: Chief Bratton and
of appreciaMonica
Harnon holding model of Police Car
tion to Monica
Harmon
by

HOME 4 THE
HOLIDAYS
CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 6
And Tata Ray, ever the host
with the most, hired a three
piece band, which played
rock favorite from the 60’s,
70’s, & 80’s.
During the band’s intermissions, Joseph entertained his
many guests with his accomplished guitar playing and
singing. On several numbers, he was accompanied
by his big brother, Ray, Jr. &
his little sister, Maria, who
sang background to his lead
vocals, and his friend Charlie Jaramillo on drums. The
crowd went wild, and danced
the night away. For years Joseph has been entertaining us
with his beautiful voice and
guitar playing.
By the time this story is published, Joseph will be in North
Carolina, having shipped out
on Monday, December 29,
2008. He will train to become a paratrooper while in
North Carolina.
Young Mr. Villalobos is a fine
example & role model for the
youth of our neighborhood.
He is someone for the young
people of our community to
emulate.

Thanks for your help
and support, sis. I
couldnʼt have done it
without you.
Love,
Diane
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Deadline:
5 p.m., Tuesday, January 27
Cost:
$10 for each love note

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Message (must be 20 words or less):

The Voice, 4301 Valley Blvd., Suite A1 • L.A., CA 90032

Sec
ret A
d
xox mirer
o

Valentineʼs Day
is nearly here.
Celebrate by letting your loved ones know
how much you care with a love note.
For just $10, you can send the people you
care about a love note. Fill out the form and
drop it off at The Voice
newspaper or mail your
form along with the $10
fee to our office by 5 p.m.,
Thursday, January 29
Each love note can
contain up to 20
words or less plus
a photo. You can
email your photo
to:
voicepub@gmail.com

NEWLAND HARDWARE

MON - FRI
8am - 6:30pm

Serving the El Sereno Community for Over 80 Years

SATURDAY

SIGN UP - FOR YOUR

8am - 5:00pm

TRUE VALUE
REWARDS CARD

SUNDAY
9am - 4:00pm

Featuring New Custom Windows For Your Home By

NEW WINDOW
STYLES
INCLUDES
Aluminum Frame * Vinyl Frame
Wood Frame * Single & Dual Glaze

And Receive Double Points
Ask for Details

SCREENS

NEW SCREENS * RE-SCREENS
DOORS AND WINDOWS
ALL COLORS AND STYLES
SAME OR NEXT DAY SERVICE

JANUARY BARGAINS OF THE MONTH

$1999

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Flat Paint
Dries in minutes to a rich
uniform finish. Soap and
water cleanup. 25-year
warranty.

$2399

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Satin Enamel
High-hiding coverage.
Easy Soap and water
cleanup.
25-year warranty.

$24 99

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Semi-Gloss Enamel
High-hiding and durable.
Perfect for high-traffic areas
like kitchens, baths, molding.
25-year warranty.

4938 Huntington Drive South (Next to Food-For-Less Market) 3 2 3 . 2 2 7 . 1 9 3 3

