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Tuesday, November 4th, 2008
is a day that many if not most
Americans will remember for
the rest of their lives. Americans have heard all the debates,
seen the bombardment of commercial advertisement on TV,
Radio, Print Media, Billboards,
Mailings, Phone Calls and
Blogs, received emails from
friends and family members
encouraging you to “VOTE and
BE A PART OF HISTORY”.
Many Americans feared the
long lines, partially due to the
amount of new registered voters across the country, others
fearing to a relapse of what happened in the past two Presidential Elections.
In 2000, the now famous

“Hanging Chads” and four
years later, concerns were
raised about various aspects of
the voting process, including
whether voting had been made
accessible to all those entitled
to vote (and no one else), and
whether the votes cast had been
correctly counted. If you recall
we went several days before we
knew who was elected to be our
new President.
The past two Presidential
Elections have been plagued
with allegations of deliberate
voter suppression; the voters in
poor, mostly African American
communities waiting for hours
in endless lines, being discouraged from casting their vote,
by only a few voting machines
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On October 22, 2008 Councilmember Jose
Huizar announced that the City of Los Angeles Board of Building and Safety Commissioners voted unanimously to deny the appeal
of Shamrock Concrete, a concrete and asphalt
crushing recycling plant in Boyle Heights on
Mission Road, which for decades has generated tons of dust and other pollutants while
operating in without proper permits.
This decision represented one of several losing City appeals for Shamrock Base Corporation; Councilmember Huizar has called on the
City to close the company down for illegally
doing business in an area that is not zoned for
recycling. “We are serving notice to those
who think they can blatantly pollute our Eastside neighborhoods without ramifications,”
said Los Angeles City Councilmember José
Huizar. The Councilman also notes that the
Shamrock Corporation regularly stores large
mounds of rubble reaching heights of 40 feet
or more, and is utilizing an illegal permit to
operate in a non-industrial land use zone.
THE VOICE contacted Robert Galvan, the
owner of Shamrock which agreed to speak
with us regarding this matter. Galvan stated
“It is incredible that we find ourselves in this
battle, it was the City of Los Angeles that relocated our company to its present location
on Mission Road, we were working on the
west side of the LA River where the MTA
Bus Yard currently is located adjacent to the
LA County Jail, Under the complete support
of the City of Los Angeles Master Plan, (then
RTD -Rapid Transit District- Will Brills,
representative) and the eminent domain relocation process (Bill Epps, representative),
authorized, relocation of our companies assets, assisted in locating to our new site and
validated expense, cost and disbursement of
funds, for our current site at 555 1/2 N. Mission Rd., Los Angeles, CA., and inspected
accordingly by City of Los Angeles officials.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

working, the weather was cold,
in contrast voters from wealthier white communities had all
the amenities ready to make it
a pleasurable quick experience
to get them in and out of the
polling booth, (the only thing
they did not get was Valet Parking and Starbucks coffee) Then
there were the improper purges
of voter lists (because allegedly most of these voters were
felons), then there were the on
going recounts.
The lucrative corruption methods of disfranchising American
voters was disclosed on December 6th 2004 in a stunning
revelation that literally “Rocked
The Vote!”, a Florida computer
programmer made claims in a

detailed sworn affidavit, that he
designed and built a “Vote Rigging” software program at the
request of then Republican Florida Congressman Tom Feeney,
and until this 2008 election he
held a U.S. Congressional seat.
Tom Feeney was in Florida’s
24th Congressional District.
The Software Engineer / Programmer, Clint Curtis, now 50
years old, claims that he built
the software for Feeney in 2000
while working at a software design and engineering company
in Oviedo, Florida (Feeney’s
home district). Curtis, in his affidavit, states that as Technical
Advisor and one of the Sr. Programmers at Yang
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center

Women’s Health Fair
For uninsured ladies (21 years and older)

FREE COMPLETE PHYSICAL EXAMS
Funded in part by Tenet Healthcare Foundation & USC/Kenneth Norris Jr. Cancer Hospital

* Cervical Cancer Screening
* Colorectal Cancer Screening (ages 50 and over)
* Urine Test
* Blood Test
* Tetanus Shot
* Tuberculosis (PPD Skin Test)
* Clinical Breast Exam * Height and Weight
Date: Tuesday, November 18, 2008 - Appointments and Walk-Ins
Time: 9am to 4pm
Location: Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
2411 North Broadway
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
*If you qualify. Does not include ancillary labs - Limited availability

5 CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

HIGHLAND PARK
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042
(323) 254-5221

EL SERENO
4815 Valley Blvd.
LA CA 90032
(323) 222-1134

LOMA DRIVE
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
2411 N. Broadway Blvd 303 S. Loma Drive
LA CA 90017
LA CA 90031
(213) 201-5800
(323) 987-2000

MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC
Various Community Locations
Call for an appointment or just walk in or call for a mobile clinic visit

(323) 254-5221
“We Care About Your Health”
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Hello Neighbors,
I reflect on President
Elect Barack Obama’s slogan CHANGE……What it
means….
Our country has come a long
way, from African Americans
and women not being able to
vote. For now there is a new
gleam of hope, for a moment
everyone has forgotten their
everyday worries. There is joy
and there is also a lot of pain.
Yes, our country is in bad
shape but it will take more than
one man to create change, we
ALL need to take the spark
that Barack has placed to start
the fire and rebuild our families
and communities, we all must
place our grain of sand to create
the beach of change, Changing
ourselves to be better people,
better neighbors and better
Americans. It all starts with
a Thought, A Thought turns
into Action, and Action causes
Change!
Take time, just a moment to
speak with a child in our community, to mentor, and give advice to them, let them know that
you care. Such a small deed
can really make a difference in
a child’s life – It does not cost
you anything but a couple of
moments!
We are very sorry to report
the passing of Ruben Miramontes, the child which brought so
many people from surrounding
communities together to reach
out and show we have compassion and help families in need.
Please read the article submitted by Jaime Urbina on page
13.
We truly have been blessed
by all the community support we have received this past
year. The staff at THE VOICE
thanks our advertisers, readers
and community contributors
for all their assistance in making our publication, the number
one publication in the Hollenbeck area!
I would like to invite the community to join the EASTSIDE
BIKE CLUB in a FAMILY
FUN RIDE hosted by THE
FRIENDS OF HAZARD T.
PARK AND COMMUNITY
for a bike ride on Saturday
November 22nd at 8am. Meet
at CHARO at 7am to register,
check for tire pressure, and be
prepared to have a fun ride with
community members.
See Ad on this page.
Please pre-register by calling 323.221.7400 or email:
bikesinla@yahoo.com for more
information.
Look for the EASTSIDE
BIKE CLUB in the Lincoln
Heights Parade, Boyle Heights
Parade, and Highland Park Parade and at the PASADENA
BIKE TOUR.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving.
Carlos Morales
Publisher / Editor

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

FROM
THE VOICE
FAMILY TO
YOURS

It takes more than attending meetings to make your
neighborhood safe and civil.
At the Neighborhood Watch meeting members
scheduled a neighborhood beautification day.
Pictured are some of the members of the University Hills L.A.P.D.,
Neighborhood Watch.

STEPS TAKEN
TO CONTROL
UAS COMPUTER
BREACH
A computer server used by University Auxiliary Services, Inc. (UAS) at
Cal State L.A. has been secured after the discovery that the names and
Social Security numbers of at least
6,601 individuals were potentially
exposed to an unauthorized intruder.
The University has notified all affected individuals whom it can reach
that, while no evidence has been
found to indicate a crime or an inappropriate use of the information, the
breach presents a potential for information misuse.
UAS coordinates and provides financial support services and human
resources management for the University’s contracts and grants administration. It also is responsible for
administering bookstore operations,
food services and child care services.
Only individuals who had payroll
processed by UAS (dating back to
1999) are potentially affected by this
incident. Those would include student
workers, faculty conducting research,
externally-funded projects and independent contractors.
In October, Cal State L.A. was notified by a university in another state
that one of its computers was being
used to scan the other university’s
computer network. The suspicious
activity was tracked to the UAS server, which was immediately secured.
(A server is a computer that is used to
store data that is shared with multiple
users.) No other computer resources
at UAS or the University were exposed or affected.
Further details about the incident
are at www.calstatela.edu/uasincident.

FRIENDS OF HENRY T. HAZARD PARK AND COMMUNITY

Present a

FREE COMMUNINTY
FUN BIKE RIDE
Saturday, November 22nd
Families are encouraged to
participate in this Fun Bike Ride!
Bike Helmets are available
to LOAN to kids for this ride!
Registration starts at 7am. Come early
to check your tires air pressure and brakes

MEET @ CHARO
4301 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
(East Parking Lot)

Pre-Register
by calling
323.221.7400
or email
bikesinla@yahoo.com
All minors must have a waiver
signed by legal parent or guardian

Event Sponsored by
THE EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
THE VOICE NEWSPAPER
Contributors
The Lincoln Heights NC
Shamrock Concrete

EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
Participating In The 1st
Annual Pasadena Marathon
26 Mile “BIKE TOUR”
Several members from the Eastside Bike Club are preparing and anticipating their participation in the 1st Annual
Pasadena Marathon “BIKE TOUR” portion of this inaugural
event. This will be the first for many of the Eastside Bike
Club riders, a couple of members have never even thought of
riding in a Marathon.
As for myself, I have rode on various Fun Bike Rides in the
past and now this is a very exciting time in my life, where I
can get on a bike again and ride for 30 miles and not feel sore,
tired or winded.
Most of you know that 8 months ago I had undergone Gastric Bypass Surgery. Bike riding has really helped me to not
only lose weight and help tone muscles, it also changed the
many things I actually due on a daily basis, now I just happen
to do it with a bicycle. Some of the things I do now are run
errands like grocery shopping, attend community meetings,
meet with clients, attend press conferences, and even ride to
crime scenes to report on our newspaper.
Since co-founding the Eastside Bike Club, I have met new
friends from the community. I never knew that there were so
many community members interested in bike riding.
A couple of members of the bicycle club have also experienced weight loss as well, fitting into pants and skirts they
have not been able to get in for a while. What I hear the most
from fellow riders is they feel relaxed, they now have seen
their community in a way that normally would go un-noticed
because they just drive by quickly in their cars.
In next months issue we will report on our experience at the
Pasadena Bike Tour. RIDE WITH THE WIND!

BIKE RIDES IN THE AREA
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
TUESDAY NIGHT RIDES @ 7PM AND
SATURDAY MORNING RIDES @ 8AM
Meet at CHARO, 4301 Valley Blvd, LA CA
90032
323.221.7400
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING
FLYING PIGEON LA
DIM SUM RIDES
Meet in front of FLYING PIGEON Bike Shop
5711 N. Figueroa, Highland Park, CA 90042
213.909.8986
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB HOLIDAY RIDE
JOIN US FOR A RIDE TO GRIFFITH
PARK FOR THE LADWP FESTIVAL OF
LIGHTS
MONDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 24TH
RIDE LEAVES @ 6PM
“Nothing Compares To The Simple
Pleasure Of A Bike Ride.”
- John F. Kennedy
35th U.S. President
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THINGS TO DO
SATURDAY, NOV 15TH
KIDS CLUB CRAFT MAKING
Cornucopia Still Life
Sketch And Paint A Picture Of
An Autumn’s Bounty.
7th & FIG
735 S. Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Lower Level Food Court Atrium
FREE 12 Noon 213.955.7150
THURSDAY, NOV 20TH
BARRIO ACTION
THANKSGIVING TURKEY
DINNER w/ASSEMBLY
MEMBER KEVIN DELEON
4927 Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032
5:30pm - 8:30pm
323.221.0779
SATURDAY, NOV 22ND
FRIENDS OF HAZARD PARK
COMMUNITY BIKE RIDE
CHARO
4301 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
323.221.7400
Registration 7am
Ride @ 8am

Carlos Morales

B & H CYCLES
Bicycle Sales * Service * Repairs

Schwinn * Mongoose
Fuji
* GT
Open 7 Days
Pake
* IRO
Best Prices & Service
1017 South Fair Oaks Ave, South Pasadena, CA 91030

NOVEMBER 23rd
4th ANNUAL BOYLE HEIGHTS
MULTICULTURAL PARADE
Starts at 10am @ 4th & Evergreen Ends @ Boyle @ 2nd in
Boyle Heights, CA
323.526.4676
FRIDAY’S IN NOVEMBER
ZUMA DOGG’S KARAOKE
& OPEN MIC
7pm
Casa Princessa
York and Ave 45
FREE

(626) 799-6788

FLYING PIGEON LA

Bicycle Shop 213.909-8986
Low Prices * Fast Service
Lights & Locks
Repair & Restore
5711 North Figueroa St. Highland Park, CA 90042
http://flyingpigeon-la.com - info@flyingpigeon-la.com
Worlds Most Popular Bike

Lay Away Available

SAVE
THE
DATE
FRIDAY, DEC. 5TH
HOLIDAY CONCERT & TREE
LIGHTING CEREMONY
FREE PHOTOS WITH SANTA Alhambra Renaissance Plaza (Main &
Garfield)
6-9pm 626.282.5767
SATURDAY, DEC 6TH
4th ST BRIDGE LIGHTING
TOYS, GAMES, SNOW Boyle
Heights
3:00pm - 8pm
SATURDAY, DEC 13TH
3RD ANNUAL
WINTER WONDERLAND
TOYS, GAMES, SNOW
El Sereno
3:00pm - 8pm
SUNDAY, DEC 14TH
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
HOLIDAY PARADE
North Broadway, Lincoln Heights
FRIDAY, DEC 19TH
BARRIO ACTION
HOLIDAY “POSADA” CELEBRATION
El Sereno, CA 90032
5:30 PM

Send Us Your
Events to
voicepub@gmail.com

Bicyclists will benefit from
$700 Billion Bailout
Tucked inside the controversial
$700 billion federal bailout bill is
a tiny fringe benefit for bike commuters that have been pushed by
the cycling community over the
past seven years.
The $240 annual benefit per
person, or $20 per month, will
reimburse bike commuters for
things like bikes, tires, lights,
locks, helmets, padded shorts
among other accessories.
“It’s sort of an equity thing,”
said Andy Clarke, president of
the League of American Bicyclists. “People who take transit
and park their cars already get tax
breaks.”
Commuters who use mass transit such as light rail and city bus
systems can receive up to $115
per month to offset their transit
passes, plus an additional $220
per month to reimburse them for
parking fees.
Under the new program, commuters who ride bicycles to work
will get their own, although
smaller, fringe benefits. And like
the program for mass-transit users, the new benefit is expected to
come from employers to employees who submit receipts. Employers, in turn, get tax benefits for reimbursing their employees.
Congressional Quarterly estimates the cost to taxpayers for
this bicycle program will be about
$10 million over 10 years.
Bike enthusiast and activist
cheered the news as giving legitimacy to riding to work on two
wheels. This tax break could encourage riders who have been sitting on the fence to commute to
work on a bike.
Bike advocates have been trying to determine how the cyclists
would cash in on the tax breaks.
The bike incentive is part of the
renewable-energy-alternatives
portion of the 451-page “Emergency Economic Stabilization
Act of 2008.”
The plan details are expected

to be hammered out over the next
couple of months before the program kicks in next year. It is too
bad that this was bundled in the
bail out and not voted for on its
own merit that our society has to
change for other forms of transportation. It helps our health, our
ecology, get our society to interact more can’t be a bad thing.
People who pedal to work each
day have long sought a kind of
commuter equality: a federal tax
break for biking similar to those
given for parking or riding public
transit. Last month, after years of
rejection, the credit suddenly became law.
Representative Earl Blumenauer founded the Congressional
Bike Caucus.
Scheduled to take effect in January, the credit was among a range
of energy and tax provisions
quickly added to the $700 billion
financial rescue.
Come January, bike commuters will receive a monthly credit
of up to $20 that can be spent on
maintaining, repairing or buying
bicycles.
Employers, many of whom
have long provided tax-free parking and transit benefits, will establish how they administer the
cycling tax credit. Employers
will be able to deduct the credit
from their corporate taxes. According to data from the Census
Bureau, Employers from the
city of Portland, Oregon has the
most to gain, because there are
more cyclist there than any other
American City.
In the past year, the percentage
of bicycle sales have increased
and the percentage of car sales
have decreased. This is a small
victory for the cycling world, but
this gives a lot of people around
the country the ability to walk
into their human resources office
or their manager’s office and ask
for the credit. It helps move the
conversation forward.”

Honoring Our
Veterans
By Mark Overstreet
Vietnam Veteran
Veteran’s Day represents the
sacrifice that men and women
gave so that we Americans can
continue to enjoy the rights and
freedoms that few others in the
world enjoy. It’s not just another
day off from school or work. It
doesn’t represent war.
My Uncle, Alfonso S. Cantu,
raised me. He was a proud Marine sergeant who had served during World War II. He fought on
the islands of Guadalcanal and
Guam. He was given the Purple
Heart and was captured. He died
seven years ago, he had carried
with him for more than 40 years
fragments of shrapnel still lodged
in his body. These were his Red
Badge of Courage: the wounds
he suffered on the islands of the
South Pacific. After the war he
bought a suburban home in Lakewood, CA under the G.I. Bill and
continued his college education.
He is one of the millions of veterans that answered a call of duty
and served in our military. He is
one of the millions of veterans that
did their duty and then continued
on in life. Uncle Al believed that
the United States of America was
a land of rights, freedoms and
great opportunities. Most of our
neighbors were veterans. Uncle
Al taught me to honor and respect
those who served our nation. He
also taught me that we have an obligation to do what we can to keep
our rights and freedoms. He was
a good role model as he involved
himself in civic service.
For me Veterans Day holds a
special place within my heart. Besides neighbors and friends who
served our country, my father,
brother and eight uncles served in
various branches of the military.
Today, I meet neighbors and
some of my past students who
have been fighting the War on
Terrorism. I ask myself, what
can I do for them? One way to
honor them is to continue to be a
conscientious citizen doing what
I can to make this United States
of America a better place to live
within. Veterans Day is a day of
remembrance and appreciation
for the legacy of freedom presented as a gift to us by those who
have served.

LAPD HOLLENBECK DIVISION UTIILZING
NEW DATA ANALYSIS TOOL
For the better part of a year,
Cal State Fullerton students and
faculty have been working with
the LAPD Hollenbeck Division
in developing a statistical analysis tool to be used in looking at
crime and most importantly the
trends that happen around the actual crime being committed. Not
just from a reporting perspective,
but what do our crimes have in
common with respect to victims,
locations, suspects etc.
Hollenbeck Division Captain
Blake Chow shared some preliminary information as an example
of how powerful and valuable this
data is.
Most of Hollenbeck’s robberies are street robberies. Example:
victims walking down the street
and are robbed. Here are some
observations made:
These crimes are most likely to
happen on Thursday, Friday and
Saturdays, 70 percent occur between 6pm and 12 midnight. In
35 percent, cell phones are taken
followed by 26 percent IPOD’s

and such, followed by 23 percent
jewelry, 66 percent occur on the
street, followed by 17 percent
near a store. In 15 percent of the
robberies, poor lighting was cited
as a contributing factor.
Business Robberies
These types of robberies involve
stores. 53 percent of the incidents
there was NO visible camera system, 46 percent had no cameras,
and in 20 percent the cameras
were not working. In 20 percent
of the incidents the cash register (the target) was in the back,
13 percent of the locations had
poor lighting and in 20 percent
there was only a single employee
working. Additionally, in 20 percent of the incidents, views inside
of the store were obstructed from
the street with signage etc. on the
windows.
This information goes to underscore several tips:
1. Don’t walk alone in the St.
and avoid poorly lit areas
2. Don’t walk with electronic

ADVERTISE IN THE VOICE
THE NEWSPAPER THE
COMMUNITY READS

equipment displayed (like IPODS
and cell phones)
3. If you own a business improve
your lighting
4. Ensure views from the St. into
the business are unobstructed
5. Have employees work in pairs
if possible
6. Move your cash register to a
location in which it is visible
from the front of the store.
Captain Chow stated “We will
continue to collect data on these
crimes and pass information on,
It is imperative that as community members; you make it hard for
criminals to prey upon you”. The
senior lead officers will be distributing this information to community groups so that the community can be better prepared as
the Holiday Season approaches.

Safety Improvements in Eagle
Rock Following Fatal Crash
On October 16th Councilmember José Huizar’ and LAPD officials announced the results of
a traffic enforcement campaign
which includes a reconfiguring of
lights along Colorado Boulevard,
new surveillance cameras and
other safety related developments
in Northeast Los Angeles. These
changes follow the high-speed
collision in Eagle Rock that left
four people and an unborn baby
dead a couple of months ago.
In the six weeks since the tragic
August 27th collision, which occurred on Colorado Boulevard,
police have issued more than 600
traffic citations in the area, a high
percentage of those for speeding
tickets with drivers going as fast
as 55 mph in a 35 mph zone.
At the press conference Huizar
stated “As City officials, we can
place as many barriers and deterrents as we possibly can to slow
traffic down on our major thoroughfares like Colorado Boulevard, but speeding is ultimately
a personal decision made by individuals,” and continued to say
“We want to remind people that
it can lead to much more serious
ramifications than a traffic ticket.
As this recent incident illustrates,
it can have tragic consequences.”
Huizar also mentioned that over
a year ago the Councilmember
requested, CalTrans and the Los
Angeles Department of Transportation to collaborate to place
a speed-sensitive light at the 134
Freeway off ramp to slow traffic
down as drivers exited the free-
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way and onto Colorado Boulevard. The sensor triggers the exit
light to automatically turn red if
drivers are traveling at more than
35 mph when exiting the freeway.
LADOT has implemented a
rarely used pilot program in
traffic-choked Los Angeles along
Colorado Boulevard from 9 pm
to 5 am, between Maywood and
Townsend Avenues, lights will
be configured with periodic red
lights so that drivers do not have
a “straight shot” of green lights.
It is the opposite of what Mayor
Villaraigosa is implementing in
the rest of the City to keep traffic
flow moving.
LAPD, Commanding Officer
Central Traffic Captain Ronald
Marbrey, stated “Working hand
in hand with our partners at the
Northeast Division, we are continuing our zero tolerance policy
on traffic safety violations along
Colorado Boulevard”.
Councilmember Huizar also
announced that after securing
$75,000 in Council office Discretionary Funds, about a dozen surveillance cameras will be going
up in Eagle Rock and Highland
Park communities. Partial payment for the cameras was paid for
in part by the local Chamber of
Commerce, and the Eagle Rock
and Highland Park Neighborhood
Councils.
The cameras will run 24-hours
a day, seven days a week and be
monitored by LAPD’s Northeast
Division.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
PATROL SECURITY SERVICES

LIVE SCAN FINGERPRINT SERVICES

IMMIGRATION * PERMITS * LICENSE * BACKGROUND CHECK

Special Event Staff Services

323.221.9860
2716 N. Broadway, Suite 203 - Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Email: proactivepatrol@sbcglobal.net

William Aparicio

TAX PREPARATION, INC

(323) 223-3486
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EVICTION DEFENSE ATTORNEY– HERE FOR YOU
Office: 323-482-1100 1125 W 6th Street, Suite 300
Fax: 323-482-1112 Los Angeles, CA 90017
Email: Azuka@um.att.com
We are here to help. We will fight your case!
Summons and Complaint
3-day Notices to pay rent or quit
3-day Notices to perform covenant or quit
3-day Notices to quit
30-day Notice to Terminate Tenancy
60-day Notice to Terminate Tenancy
24 Hour Notice to Enter Dwelling
90-day Notice for Section 8
This is only an advertisement no attorney client relationship is anticipated.
Se Habla Espanol

El Luchador Del Pueblo
Jaime Gutierrez, Esq.
Abogado / Attorney

562.321.5950
elsuperxicano@hotmail.com
6709 Greenleaf Ave, Ste 202, Whittier, CA 90601

Joseph & Esther CASTILLO
Celebrating Their 50th
Wedding Anniversary

THE POWER OF

POSITIVE INFLUENCE
By Colleen Lecompte

This past spring, Guissepe
Lopez; an 8th grade student at
El Sereno Middle School, was
awarded first place in a poetry
writing contest at El Sereno Middle School. He didn’t write about
sports, school, or the latest top
musical artists. Instead, he wrote
a poem about what it means to
be a good companion and what
makes an ideal mentor:

A COMPANION
A COMPANION IS SOMEONE
WHO CARES, SOMEONE
WHO IS ALWAYS THERE.
A PATRON IS SOMEONE
SPECIAL, SOMEONE WHO
YOU CAN MENTION
EVERYTHING TO.
A ASSOCIATE IS SOMEONE
WHO WILL NEVER
MISLEAD YOU NO MATTER
WHO DOESN’T
PREFER YOU.
A WELL-WISHER IS SOMEONE YOU CAN DEPEND
ON SOMEONE KIND OF
LIKE YOU.
BY: GUISSEPE LOPEZ
Guissepe has been an active
participant in Los Angeles Team
Mentoring’s after school program TeamWorks for the past two
years. While he has continued to
participate in the program since
his first year at El Sereno, Guissepe’s spirited personality has
not always made it easy for him
to comply with the program rules
and expectations.
Last November, Los Angeles
Team Mentoring introduced a

Gunshot Victim
Dropped off at Hospital
Man, 31, left to die in medical
facility lobby Luciano Teadoro
Brash, 31, of Los Angeles was
dropped off at the lobby of an
orthopedic imaging center in the
700 block of South Garfield Avenue about 2:20 p.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 21, after suffering multiple
gunshot wounds.
Investigators said one of the men
who dropped Brash at the facility
was white and the other Asian.
Their images were captured on
surveillance video at the medical
facility and they fled in a white
G35 Infinity with tinted windows
and 20-inch chrome rims.
Anyone with information is
asked to call the sheriff’s homicide bureau at (323) 890-5500.

new activity to the TeamWork’s
program called “Build an Ideal
Mentor”. Students were asked to
think about what combined traits
created their version of an ideal
mentor. They were instructed to
then illustrate these traits on the
portrait of a blank gingerbread
man. While a variety of traits
were illustrated, two traits appeared universal on each team:
large ears to listen and a big heart
to care for the students on their
team.
Guissepe, usually hesitant to
share with the group, explained
to his team why he chose certain
traits for his ‘ideal mentor’. He
opened up to his team, identifying that each trait he placed on
the gingerbread man, was also a
trait that his role model, Danny,
possessed. While Guissepe may
have had difficulty on the team
at times, it was his mentor Danny
that inspired him to keep coming
back.
Although it has been a struggle
for Guissepe to stay committed to
the program at times, it has been
Guissepe’s mentor; Danny DeLaPaz, who has encouraged him
to stay dedicated to the TeamWork’s. Through their once a
week group mentoring sessions
over the past two years, Danny
has formed a special relationship
with Guissepe, teaching him how
to work with others as a team,
make good decisions, and set
goals for himself.
Through Danny’s mentorship,
Guissepe has found a role-model
who inspires him and empowers
him to create change in his life.
If you are interested in the opportunity to inspire change in our
youth, please visit us at www.
latm.org.

ADVERTISE IN
THE VOICE
FREE FLU SHOTS
TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 18th, 2008
El Sereno Rec Center
4721 Klamath St.
El Sereno, CA 90032
10am - 1pm
LA Dept of Public Health
FOR INFORMATION
CALL 211

Joseph & Esther Castillo have
lived in Lincoln Heights for almost 50 years. Joseph & Esther have one daughter Teresa
Castillo (47), two Grand Daughters Angelique (29) and Camille
(23), seven Great Grand Children
Johnnie III (10), Stephanie (6),
Roxanne (4), Joseph (7 Months),
Dana (5), Mark Jr. (2), and Angel
(10months).
Joseph Castillo is a proud
veteran who served in the United States Navy. Together they
opened a popular night Club at
the corner of Broadway and Griffin in the early 80’s known as
“Castillo’s Den” after 15 years
of service to the community they
decided to close Castillo’s Den
and adopted 5 children all babies

Teenager shot in head
in Boyle Heights
On October 18, 2008 at
12:25a.m., a 16-year-old boy was
taken critical condition and later
died after being shot in the head.
A second shooting victim was in
stable condition. LAPD officials
suspect the attack was gang-related.
The teenager, whose name was
not released, was a passenger in a
car driven by a 20 year-old man,
who also sustained a gunshot injury in the hand. The incident
happened shortly after midnight
as the two rode west on Boulder Avenue, driving to the Arco
Gas Station near fourth and Soto
Streets.
Two males apparently drove
up to the car and questioned the
two, said Los Angeles Police Sgt.
Kevin Jolivette of the Hollenbeck
Division, “The suspects in the
car asked them where they were
from, and then shots rang out,”
Jolivette said.
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at the time.
Teresa their daughter was already an adult when they decided
to adopt. The children are all
now in their teens. Latoya (18),
Jr. (13) Raymond (12) and Adrianna (10).
We would like to honor them
for all their years of dedication to
their family and extended family.
It is very rare for a couple to celebrate their 50th Anniversary these
days, and they are an inspiration
that it is still possible.
WE LOVE BOTH OF YOU
AND WISH YOU MANY
MORE YEARS OF
HAPPINESS.
LOVE YOUR FAMILIA!

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
FROM
THE VOICE

Happy 25th
Anniversary
Pastor Frank
and Yolanda
Flores
We want to thank God first of all
for your faithfulness to our Lord
Jesus Christ, and for standing with
each other for 25 years, through
thick and thin, good times and bad
times.
It’s not easy all the time, but with
God in the center of your marriage
all things are possible; we thank
both of you for hearing the call of
God to come to El Sereno and be
our Pastor to many.
Thank you for your time, faithfulness,
ne obedience and most of all for
yo love to Gods children here at
your
Calvary Chapel, the Lighthouse of
El Sereno.
We Love You.
Alfredo and Yvonne Lopez

LIMON IRON WORKS

323.781.4427
323.385.4607
REPAIRS / REPARACIONES

F R E E E S T I M AT E S

PRESUPUESTOS G R AT I S
GATES * FENCES * STAIRS
CERCAS * ESCALERAS
SLIDING & SECURITY DOORS
PUERTAS Y VENTANAS
4993 HUNTINGTON DRIVE
EL SERENO, CA 90032

FREE COMMUNITY SERVICES
Do you need help understanding your phone
bill ?

International Institute
of Los Angeles
Can help and possibly save
you money on your telephone
bill

Contact
Rosa Ramirez at
(323) 224-3800 Ext 218
3845 Selig Place
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
HAPPY THANKSGIVING

NEW
New METRO
Metro
TILESince
CO. SINCE1982
1982
Tile Company

WORLDWIDE SELECTION
OF CERAMIC TILES
WORLD
WIDE SELECTION
YOUR ONE STOP TILE CENTER
OFAVAILABLE
CERAMIC TILES
DELIVERY

RWilliams

Termite Control & Home Care, Inc.
Ron Williams
Operations Manager

YOUR
STOP TILE CENTER
DESIGNONE
CONSULTING
EXTENSIVE AVAILABLE
SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE
DELIVERY
SPECIAL HELP FOR DO-IT-YOURSELFERS

DESIGN CONSULTANTS
EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE
SPECIAL
FOR DO-IT-YOURSELFS
* HAND HELP
CRAFTED
* TUMBLED STONE
CERAMIC TILES
GLASSCRAFTED
* METAL
* HAND
*CERAMIC
POOL/SPA
TILES
* GLASS * METAL
* POOL / SPA

& MOSAIC
** CUSTOM
PAINTED
TUMBLED
STONE
MURALS
TILE & STONE
AND MOSAIC

10 Years Experience
www.RWilliamsTermite.com
Ron@RWilliamsTermite.com

* CUSTOM PAINTED

MURALS TILE & STONE
323-221-1144

(323)
221-1144
MON-FRI 7:00AM-5:00PM
SAT.
8:00AM-2:30PM
LA, CA 90032

Fremont
Fremon
Fre
F
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Ave
e

Please Check out our Website
WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM
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(2 BLOCKS WEST OF FREMONT)
5477
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WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM
EL SERENO, CA 90032
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S WEST
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19740 Jolora Ave.
Corona, CA 92881
P: 951.264.0457
F: 951.520.9156

Valdez’s

MON - FRI 7AM - 5:00PM
323-221-7366
SAT
8AM - 2:30PM
5477
ALHAMBRA
AVENUE
FAX
323-221-7366
FAX:

Warwick
Warwic
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W
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kA
Ave
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e
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Advertise Your Business In This Section Of THE VOICE

Morris

Plumbing & Heating
Water Heaters, Floor and Wall Heaters, Copper Repiping,
Disposals - Sewer Cleaning, Water and Gas Leak Detection
Air Conditioning and Heating

Morris Valdez

(323) 223-0871
(626) 484-0239

24 H o u r E m ergen cy S er v ice
Specialist in Repairs & Installation
Serving the Northeast Los Angeles Community Since 1986
State Lic# 617754
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Krazy Koolness
Face
Face Painting
Painting
213.220.9507

Banquetes Michoacan

* Barbacoa
* Enchiladas
* Taquitos
* Pambazos

* Chicharron en Salsa
* Costillitas de Puerco
* Aguas Frecas

Menudo para llevar Los Domingos
7am -10am

Pregunte por Mafeida

(562) 296-3385

WILSON HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL UPDATE
By Coach Jaime Urbina
Wilson’s Varsity Football record
can be deceiving. They have won
six games and lost three. With three
loses you may think they are having an average season but if you
have gone to any of their games,
you have walked away impressed
and entertained. Wilson has lost
all three games with a combined
total of 7 points. That is correct, 3
loses by only 7 points. They lost
their first game against Roosevelt
by 1 point (Roosevelt is now 8-1),
lost to Fairfax by 5 points and lost
a heartbreaker to Franklin in 3 overtimes by 1 point. Wilson has by far
been the better team but has come
out short in the end. They can easily be 9-0 and are by far the best 6-3
team in the city. After the Franklin
game our fans gave the team a standing sustained applause as a mark of
respect for all the players who gave
it their all.
This year’s team demonstrates the
value of integrity, courage, self-sacrifice, and the determination to play
together as a team with a common
goal of winning. The team is led by
senior quarterback Jonathan Rojas,
who leads the Northern League in
passing. The team has several outstanding receivers but has the best
big time player in the city who is
Anthony Denham. He is 6 feet 5
inches tall and just dominates his
opponents. It is like watching a man
playing with boys. Anthony ranks
amongst the top receivers that have
played at Wilson and that is a huge
accomplishment as Wilson has had
its share of talented athletes. Anthony was featured in the Los Angeles Times as he is a gifted athlete
who has overcome a difficult challenging childhood. Anthony shared

Want to learn more about this life changing opportunity?
Visit us on the web at www.latm.org or call us at 213.742.6733
For More Information Contact Your LATM Representative:

Los Angeles Team Mentoring, Inc.
714 W. Olympic Blvd., Ste. 940
Los Angeles, CA 90015
P.213.742.6733 F.213.742.1799
www.latm.org

fense is led by Robert Limon who
plays on the Defense of line. Other
players that are making an impact
on Defense are Adrain Cabada, Michael Lopez, Dominique Alas, Hector Lopez, Cole Martinez, and Patrick Caceres who leads the league in
tackles. The Captain on the Defense
is Herberth Panameno who is a three
year starter and takes the role of the
“Aggressor.” Herberth has made
several pounding hits and is always
willing to sacrifice his body to lay
a “Lights out Hit” against his opponent. Herberth stated, “During
the past few years Wilson’s has had
several defensive players who have
dominated the football field and as
a result were selected in the All-City
Defensive Team. I knew I had some
big shoes to fill. Former players Derick Martinez, Nate Gutierrez, and
Ricky Jaragui played extraordinary
intimidating football and left their
mark as some of the best players to
play for Wilson. I dedicated myself
throughout the entire summer working hard in improving my game with
the hope of having a successful season and leading my team in achieving our goal of winning the Northern League.” Wilson has one more
game left in the regular season, so
we hope you can come out and support the Wilson Varsity Football
Team. Their next game is on November 14th at 7:00p.m. against our
rivals, the Lincoln Tigers. The game
will be held at Lincoln High School.
It has been over ten years since the
last time Wilson has lost to Lincoln
and the Tigers have a good team this
year so it will definitely be a great
game to watch.
The Tigers have won 6 games and
lost 3. Make sure you come out to
Lincoln as it will be an intense game
with some serious hard hitting on
both sides of the field.

Presidential Elections - AMERICA VOTES

LATM celebrates its 17th year of serving youth and is the largest LAUSD
middle school program with a significant reach focused on mentoring.
LATM’s model brings together a mentoring team composed of a teacher,
college student and community mentor matched with twelve middle school
youth who meet once a week after school.

Colleen LeCompte, Program Manager
at 213-742-6733 Ext. 11
or clecompte@latm.org

these words about his success on
the field,” I worked hard all summer
as I knew I was going to be one the
leaders on the team. I feel confident
every game knowing that I can outplay my opponents. I wasn’t so sure
about myself last year but with all
the training I went through this past
summer I now feel good every game.
It feels good making a big catch but
I really enjoy cracking people on
defense. I just want to do my part
and hopefully we can go far in the
playoffs.”
The other talented receivers are
Cole Martinez who is a junior and
James Fowler. Cole Martinez had
an outstanding game against Belmont displaying several amazing
athletic abilities by making multiple
diving catches. The surprise of the
three is James Fowler who last year
was only utilized in Defense. James
has come up with big time catches
and caught the tying touchdown
in the Franklin game. James has a
total of 9 touchdowns this season.
But it will be the Defense that will
determine how far this team will go
in the playoffs. The Defense is led
by General Mike Reyes who understands that his group of boys on Defense are under a lot of pressure every game and states he is confident
his Defense will be well prepared
for every game. Mike stated, “Our
Defense are a group of individuals
who may be unequal in experience
or talent but they are all committed
in working together to achieve the
team goal of sacrificing your body
and playing aggressive every down
with the hope of shutting down our
opponents. There are areas we still
need to improve on but overall I am
satisfied with the performance of
our defensive players. The coaching staff will make sure they will
be ready for the playoffs.” The De-

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Enterprises, Inc. (YEI) he was present
at company meetings where Feeney was
also present “On at least a dozen occasions”. YANG Inc., has very close ties to
the Bush Family, and Curtis now admits
in an interview that he was paid to rig the
software.
Today, there is a wide array on how
we cast our votes, everything from paper
ballots, computerized machines, punch
cards, and ink ballots. On Tuesday, November 4, 2008, Americans still came out
in record numbers despite of all the recent
scandals; they still have a belief of democracy. The long lines and the cold weather
that day did not deter Americans across
this nation from exercising their right to
vote, and most importantly for their vote
to be counted!
My morning started with breakfast at a
nearby diner in Alhambra at 7am, I was
reviewing my route over breakfast on how
to cover my first Presidential Election as
a reporter. My plan for this article was to
report on what I experienced that day.
It was only 7:20am, I was finishing my
breakfast when I came across the first of
many persons displaying the “I VOTED”
sticker that day. I approached 80 year old
Cora McKay and interviewed her. McKay stated, “I am retired, in fact I have retired on three separate occasions”, as she
sipped on her hot cup of coffee. I asked McKay wasn’t it
pretty cold and early for her
to already be out of bed and
have voted? She responded
“I would not have missed this
election for anything in the
world, nothing was going to
keep me away today, I have
voted for 62 years, ever since
I was eighteen years old, I remember my first time voting
and I will certainly remember
this time, it is great to be an
American today”
Shortly after, I was on my
way to my assigned polling location in El Sereno to cast my
ballot. I had mixed feelings
on the way to the polling location which
was in a covered patio of one of my neighbor’s house. I feared the long lines however, I too was determined to get my vote
to count. To my surprise my experience
took less than 3 minutes to vote which included taking a picture of the election poll

workers eager to help voters.
Next stop was to pick up my bike from
THE VOICE office and start my mini excursion to polling places. My first stop
was Calvary Chapel in El Sereno.
When I arrived, I witnessed around 10
persons in line outside the polling location. Some of them had “slates” (voting
guides) in their hands from various organizations and political parties. When I got
to the door there were another dozen or
so people already voting inside. I asked
to speak with the person in charge of the
polling operation, and was asked to wait
as they were already busy.
While standing outside of the door I took
a wide angle picture of the operation, just
as I did earlier, a gentleman approached
me, raised his voice and said what you are
doing; you cannot take pictures here. I
identified myself and let him know that I
was working on this article; he was quickly escorted away by a couple of his fellow poll workers to calm him down. Both
the poll workers and I needed clarification
if pictures could be taken or not, they attempted to contact the County Clerks office via a cell phone for clarification but
the County Clerk was already bombarded
with calls and it was now only 10am.
While waiting for an official answer, I
came across long time resident of El Sereno John Lugo, who was walking out from

casting his vote. I asked Lugo, What his
experience was this time voting? Lugo
stated, “Today I am exercising my right
to vote,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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STATE FARM MOVES IN TO SERVE
NORTHEAST COMMUNITY
Bernard Gandara just opened
up his State Farm Insurance Office in El Sereno on Eastern Avenue just south on Huntington
Drive.
Bernard was born in Miami,
Fla. USA and raised in Panama
City, Panama where he attended a
private Catholic school (Colegio
San Agustin) from First through
Twelve grades. After graduating
from High School he enrolled in
a Catholic University (U.S.M.A.)
to pursue a career in Finance. He
had already completed 3 years of
his studies when he decided to
pick up and move to the United
States and made Los Angeles his
home on June 13, 1981.
Since then Gandara, earned a
Bachelor of Science in Business
Management, from the University of Phoenix, and also earned
a Master of Business Administration, from the same school. He
also earned a Certificate in MultiCultural work environments at
California State Fullerton.
Gandara’s professional background and experience includes
working in the Insurance Industry for the past 26 years. He began his career with the Auto Club
of Southern California in 1981.
He started with the organization in an entry level position in
the Data Files Department and
began growing steadily over the
years as he had a great interest
and passion for the industry.
His professional career continued in an ascending order, thus
reaching management positions
with greater responsibilities to

meet organizational goals and
objectives. Prior to his departure
from the organization in January 2008, he had been a District
Office Manager overseeing the
daily functioning of three District Offices, (attending the needs
of AAA members) in the San Gabriel Valley.
THE VOICE asked Gandara
“Why did you decide to open up
your office in El Sereno? Gandara stated “After many years of
servicing different communities
throughout Southern California,
I was eager to establish my business in an area with majority of
the population being of Hispanic
heritage. After some research it
became clear to me that El Sereno was the perfect area to achieve
such personal goal of reaching
a community with which I feel
truly identified.”
What should a consumer look
for when shopping for Insurance?” First and foremost, a consumer should consider to search
and find a reputable company
with a solid financial history and
a top transparent record of solvency. And as important...it is to
find an Agent that provides the
client with a clear sense that he/
she is working for them and not
its own interest.
What separates State Farm Insurance from the others? State
Farm is the largest Mutual Insurance Company in the Nation with
a proven record of over 80 years
in the business and a top transparent record of solvency. State
Farm provides dedicated Agents

to work within our local neighborhood communities to serve all
of your Insurance and Financial
needs tailored to fit every individual based on their personal
circumstances.
What are some of the hidden
surprises consumers are shocked
with when they actually call in a
claim? There are too many to
mention in a few sentences....but
some of the most important are as
follows:
Call a 1-800 number to find
out that you may be speaking to
someone outside of the United
States that does not even know
where you are located, being told
that it may take up to 30 days to
assign your claim to someone because their work is on overload
(very common excuse)
You find out that they do not
have any local agency that can
assist with your claim and every/
all contact from that point forward will be done through phone
calls (no face-to-face contact)

and most suitable for him. State
Farm is a great organization with
great assets and people to support the DREAM that most of us
search for and hope to find one
day.
After a very rigorous screening process, I was accepted by
the organization in late January,
2008 and began my employment
on February, 2008.
Gandara told THE VOICE
“I have gone through a lengthy
training and licensing process
with an incredible amount of support and resources from the State
Farm organization to ensure that
I would be prepared for the challenge ahead. All these efforts resulted in the opening of my State
Farm Agency on September 1,
2008 as an Independent Agent
representing State Farm.
We proudly opened our doors
in the El Sereno community and
are here to serve El Sereno and
the adjacent communities. We
are truly looking forward to servicing and providing our communities with all their Insurance and
Financial needs for many years to
come.
We have the following California State Licenses:
Fire and Casualty
Life, Accident and Health
Variable Products (Security Licenses 6 & 63)
Please stop by and visit us for a
no compromise estimate and see
what you are missing.

ANTONOVICH
AND MOLINA
EXTEND $20,000
REWARD
IN MURDER OF
SHERIFF’S
DEPUTY
JUAN ESCALANTE

Los Angeles County Supervisors
Michael D. Antonovich and Gloria
Molina extended a $20,000 reward
for information leading to the arrest
and conviction of the individual(s)
responsible for the murder of Sheriff’s Deputy Juan Escalante.
On Saturday, August 2nd, at approximately 5:40 a.m., twenty-sevGandara on Achieving a
en-year-old Sheriff’s Deputy Juan
Personal GOAL:
Escalante was shot and killed in
Having worked for a corpofront of his mother’s home in
rate organizational structure a
Cypress Park.
little over 25 years, his personal
Deputy Escalante had been emgoal had always been to become
ployed with the Sheriff’s Departan “Independent” business owner
ment for approximately 2- ½ years
within the same industry where
and was assigned to guard some of
my expertise could be an asset.
the most violent inmates housed in
After much research in trying
the County’s Men’s Central Jail. He
to find a fitting opportunity to
was also a military veteran who had
achieve my personal goal of beserved in Iraq.
ing an independent business ownThe Los Angeles Police Departer, Gandara, found the State Farm Like A Good Neighbor State ment is seeking the public’s help
Agency opportunity was the best Farm Is There
with information that will lead to
the arrest and conviction of the
individual(s) responsible for this
crime. Supervisor Antonovich enWHEN YOU SEE NEWS HAPPEN CONTACT THE VOICE @ 323.221.7400
courages witnesses of this crime or
SUBMIT COMMUNITY NEWS AND EVENTS TO VOICEPUB@GMAIL.COM anyone with information to contact
LAPD Detective Brian McCartin at
(213) 485-2531.

Sabemos que quieres productos
DE CALIDAD A BUEN PRECIO

BERNARD GANDARA, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0771793
3408 North Eastern Avenue
El Sereno, CA 90032

STATE FARM®
Te ofrece descuentos para el
seguro de tu auto.

(323) 221-4232

Habla conmigo para ver como puedes calificar
para ahorrarte hasta un 35%.

Fremont

Navarro

Pueblo

Esquina de Navarro
y Eastern Ave

D

Eastern Ave

Huntington Drive

STATE FARM, UN BUEN VECINO®
Tu compania de Seguros y Servicios Financieros.

Valley Blvd

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE ®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (No en NJ)
®
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, Il statefarm.com

www.sfagentbernard.com
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AUTOMOTIVE
RESOURCES
Specializing in:
Tune-ups, Brakes,
All Major Repairs
GREG EISELE

(323) 227-4774

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up
Service
4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032
(Corner of Eastern and Valley)
High Amp Alternator Specialist

X

Power Windows
Electric Short
Complete Custom Wiring
Co
Alternators
& Starters
Alte
lte
Foreign / Domestic
For
Marine & Diesel
Ma

Floral

FORD ST.

of our community - the neighborhood clean-up (above) the Volleyball Tournament, and Basketball
Tournament.
LHTP also provides support and
partnership to 3 academic clubs
(an additional125 teens) on the
campus of Lincoln High School:
the Academic Decathlon; the Science Bowl Club; and M.E.S.A.
(Math
Engineering
Science
Achievement). In addition, the
Lincoln Heights Tutorial Program
has expanded the tutoring work
to a second site in Chinatown
(1997), which serves 25 students
between K-8th, and a 3rd tutoring
site in Boyle Heights which began
in January of 2008, serving an additional 25 children.
We are able to do all of this work
through the generous support of
individuals, business, Foundations, churches, and fundraisers.
If you are interested in supporting
our work, you can make a donation to Lincoln Heights Tutorial
Program, and mail to 2618 Workman St., Rm. 13, Los Angeles,
CA, 90031. If you would like to
hear of other options for support,
you can call us at (323) 223-2509
and ask for Dennis Ortega. All
donations are tax deductible.

F R EE TOW IN G &
EST IM AT ES

(323)
(323
323) 2
264-1704
619-625
61
1
North Ford, Los Angeles, CA 90022

ADVERTISE HERE
REACH THOUSANDS OF COMMUNITY CONSUMERS
THEY READ THE VOICE EACH MONTH
CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO ?

Halls

AUTO TECH & LUBE CENTER

Joe Hall

Owner

(323) 224-1883
5025 N. HUNTINGTON DR.
EL SERENO, CA 90032
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM

AUTO INSURA
INSURANCE
SEE STATE FARM
PAGE 12

San Luis Auto Glass
(323)225-8181 * (323)263-7433
500 North Mission Road, Los Angeles, CA 90033
* LEGAL TINTING
* FAST SERVICE
* MOBILE SERVICE
* LARGE INVENTORY
* NEW & USED GLASS
* MONTHLY SPECIALS

*

San Luis
Auto Glass

5 FWY

8am - 6pm
Sunday 8am - 3pm

Cesar
Chavez

Open 7 Days
A Week

Mission Road

10 FWY

teams.
The Lincoln Heights Tutorial
Program is a non profit organization 501(c)(3), founded by Dennis Ortega back in 1985. In the
early years, it was in care of another non profit, and the Lincoln
Heights Tutorial Program (LHTP)
became its own incorporation in
1998. The Lincoln Heights Tutorial Program now serves over
500 children and youth between
the grades K-12, in a variety of
programs, and through 3 tutoring
centers. The main facilities and
programs are in Lincoln Heights,
and this includes an after school
tutoring program for 85 children
between the grades K-9th. In addition, there are 2 youth clubs that
prepare youth for college by providing community service opportunities, college tours, and college
preparation seminars by alumni.
These Youth Clubs are Youth
United for Community Action
(YUCA) c/o LHTP which serves
an average of 180-200 teens between the grades 9th -12th, and
Junior Youth Club (JYC) which
serves an average of 80 teens between the grades 7th -12th.
Our “Increase the Peace” Youth
Advocacy Committee implements
3 community events that are designed to network youth agencies

710 Fwy

On Saturday, October 18, 2008,
145 youth gathered for the Lincoln Heights Tutorial Program’s
2nd Annual “Increase the Peace”
community Clean-up. It was a
great opportunity for the teens of
our community to show that they
can do positive activities for their
own neighborhood. Councilman
Ed Reyes’ Field Deputy, Mike
Fong, began our day with some
words of gratitude for the youth,
and then they went off in 6 teams
of 22-25 to clean their section of
Lincoln Heights. This is but one,
of an average of 26 service events
that the youth in the Lincoln
Heights Tutorial Program Youth
Clubs engage in every year.
Our youth do beach cleanups, neighborhood clean-ups,
volunteering for the LHNC Halloween and Christmas events,
Councilman Ed Reyes’ Christmas
gift wrap, the Hollenbeck Youth
Center Christmas Toy Giveaway,
Chinatown Festival, Rose Parade
Float Decorating, L. A. Marathon
water station, our “Increase the
Peace” community youth interagency Volleyball and Basketball
tournaments, University Tours,
and so much more. These youth
clubs also provide leadership development and training for the
youth that are on the leadership

Eastern Av
Ave

Lincoln Heights Tutorial Program’s
2nd Annual “Increase the Peace”
Community Clean-up

Soto Street

Public Auto Auction
Subasta Publica
* EVERYONE WELCOME
* OVER 100 CARS PER WEEK
* NO ADMITTANCE FEE / BUYERS FEE

www.opg12.com

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00am
Inspeccion de Vehiculos

EVERY TUESDAY
at 9:00am
VEHICLE INSPECTION

A las 8:00AM

AT 8:00AM

101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143 * Fax: (213) 250.4360
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Southern Californians Urged
to Join Largest Earthquake
Drill in U.S. History

Security. Independence. Peace Of Mind.
Your home is more than an address on the street
where you live. It is likely the most important investment you made. And a reverse mortgage1 from Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage can help you capitalize on the
equity you’ve built in your home to secure financial
independence and peace of mind.
• Receive tax-free funds2 to use however you choose
• Home title stays in your name
• You receive payments instead of making them
• There are no income, asset, employment or credit
requirements3

Trust the nation’s leading
originator of reverse
mortgages to give you a
home-financing solution
that continues to offer
every advantage
possible.
Call a Wells Fargo reverse mortgage consultant today.
Castulo Romero
Home Mortgage Consultant
80 South Lake
Pasadena, CA 91101

800-287-2616 Toll Free
818-300-5125 Mobile
http://www.wfhm.com/castulo-romero

AS50737

castulo.romero@wellsfargo.com

1. Must be at least 62 years of age or older. 2. Consult a tax advisor. 3. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to obtain an eligibility
certificate by receiving counseling sessions with a HUD-approved agency. Family members are also strongly encouraged to participate in
these informative sessions. Call for more detailed program information. Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All Rights Reserved.
100977
11/08

The magnitude 5.4 earthquake that
rocked southern California on July
29, 2008, is about 5,000 times smaller than the magnitude 7.8 earthquake
depicted in the “ShakeOut Earthquake Scenario” that will hit Los Angeles on November 13th at 10am.
This new report is a portrayal of
what could happen in a major earthquake on the southern end of the San
Andreas Fault. The scenario is the
basis of the Great Southern California
ShakeOut, a week of special events
featuring the largest earthquake drill
in U.S. history on THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 13, 2008. Details
are available at www.ShakeOut.org.
THE VOICE Newspaper is one of
Nine News agencies in LA County
that are participating in this event.
Carlos Morales, Publisher and Editor
of the newspaper stated, “Our participation in this earthquake scenario
is very important in order for our
community volunteers to be ready to
help our community in everyway we
can”.
“The earthquake on this past July
was a wake-up call it’s a reminder to
make important changes we need to
survive the inevitable,” said Dr. Lucy
Jones, of the U.S. Geological Survey,
who led the group of over 300 experts
who detailed the expected consequences of a hypothetical magnitude
7.8 earthquake that starts at the Salton Sea and ruptures northward along

Dear Neighbors,
As you may or may not know, I am licensed
Financial Advisor/Registered Representative (CA
License #0F70455) and have recently opened my own
financial services office here in El Sereno, specializing
in retirement, investment and insurance planning.
For the last year, I have been helping friends, teachers and other clients better understand their retirement
and in some cases assisting them in improving their
financial plans at no cost.
The latest financial meltdown has been confusing, frustrating and devastating for many people, especially for those who have no one to turn to for
advice. I’d like to offer my time and attention to you or anyone you know
that is in need of advice, support and information.
For those of you that have lost money in the stock market or retirement
plans, you have options. All it takes is spending a few minutes to review
your current statement, answer a few questions on your financial goals and I
am sure there is a plan that can help you and your family.
You can call me at my office at (323) 285-5590 to set-up an appointment
or to ask any questions regarding your IRA, Annuity, 401(k), 403(b), Life
insurance, Disability insurance, Long-term care insurance, and real estate
needs.

the San Andreas fault for 190 miles.
With 22 million people living and
working in southern California, a
major earthquake in the region could
cause an unprecedented catastrophe.
What we do now, before a big earthquake, will determine what our lives
will be like after. With large earthquakes an inevitable part of their future, Southern Californians must act
quickly to ensure that disasters do
not become catastrophes.
With a goal of at least 5 million
participants, the ShakeOut drill will
be the largest in U.S. history. We encourage everyone to participate, go
to www.ShakeOut.org/register and
pledge your family, school, business,
or organization’s participation in the
drill. Registered participants will
receive information on how to plan
their drill, connect with other participants, and encourage a dialogue
with others about earthquake preparedness. There are many ways to
take part, but at the least participants
should “Drop, Cover, and Hold On”
at 10 A.M. on November 13. It all
begins with registering, which is free
and open to everyone.
This is a great time to contact your
local CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team) leaders and get involved and be prepared to help your
family and neighbors.

LOST Money in
your 401(k), IRA,
retirement plan
Or Mutual Funds?
YOU NOW HAVE A CHOICE!
NEVER lose your Money
and Interest AGAIN with an
Equity Indexed Annuity
PLUS
You may qualify for the
6% or 11% bonus*
Call (323) 285-5590 for a free
illustration and analysis

Sincerely,

Alvin Parra

4301 E. Valley Blvd, Suite A8, Los Angeles, CA 90032
Securities offered through HBW Securities LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC, 3355 Cochran St., Suite 100, Simi Valley, CA
93063, (800) 473-3856. HBW Insurance & Financial Services, Inc. is a separate entity from HBW Securities LLC. HBW
Securities LLC does not give legal or tax advice. Alvin Parra is a registered representative.

*“Please note the application of surrender charges could result in a loss of principal, the minimum guaranteed return
may be 0% and investment return based on market increases may be capped. The guaranteed account value of an equityindex annuity only applies if the annuity is held until the end of the contract term and that loss of principal is possible if
the annuity is surrendered before the end of the contract term. Equity index annuities are not FDIC-insured, unlike index
linked CDs. Guarantees are subject to the claims paying ability of the issuer. A fixed annuity is only as good as the financial strength of the company issuing the policy.”
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Cal Trans Renters
Unite for Their Rights

SHAMROCK
IN BOYLE HEIGHTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Eminent domain refers to the
power possessed by the state over
all property within the state, specifically its power to appropriate property for a public use. In
the United States under the Fifth
Amendment of the Constitution, the owner of any appropriated land is entitled to reasonable
compensation, usually defined as
the fair market value of the property.
Usually, when a unit of government wishes to acquire privately
held land, the following steps (or
a similar procedure) are followed:
The government attempts to negotiate the purchase of the property for fair value. If the owner
does not wish to sell, the government files a court action to exercise eminent domain. A hearing
is scheduled, at which the government must demonstrate that it engaged in good faith negotiations
to purchase the property, but that
no agreement was reached. The
government must also demonstrate that the taking of the property is for a public use, as defined
by law. The property owner is
given the opportunity to respond
to the government’s claims.
If the government is successful in its petition, proceedings are
held to establish the fair market
value of the property. Fair value
is usually considered to be the fair
market value - that is, the highest
price somebody would pay for
the property, were it in the hands
of a willing seller.
At times, fair value includes
more than the price of an item of
property or parcel of real estate.
If a business is operating from the
condemned real estate, the owner
is ordinarily entitled to compensation for the loss or disruption
of the business resulting from the
condemnation. In a minority of
jurisdictions, the owner may also
be entitled to compensation for
loss of “goodwill”, the value of
the business in excess of fair market value due to such factors as its
location, reputation, or good customer relations. If the business
does not own the land, but leases
the premises from which it operates, it would ordinarily be entitled to compensation for the value
of its lease, for any fixtures it has
installed in the premises, and for
any loss or diminishment of value
in the business.
Perhaps the most common example of a “public use” is the
taking of land to build or expand
a public road or highway. (such
as they did for the expansion of
the 110 Fwy – Harbor Freeway
in the South Central area of Los
Angeles). Public use could also
include the taking of land to build
a school or municipal building.
In recent decades there has been
growing concern about the manner in which some municipalities
and units of government exercise
their power of eminent domain.
Some governments appear inclined to exercise eminent domain for the benefit of developers
or commercial interests, on the

basis that anything that increases
the value of a given tract of land
is a sufficient public use.
Galvan stated “They are trying
to close us down, they have not
tried to negotiate with us in good
faith, they have not been transparent on what their real intentions
are. The City knew what type of
business we are in, and what we
do, we have been proving services to the City since 1979. A focal
point and big factor when the City
of Los Angeles relocated us, was
to ensure that the relocation had
assurance and allowance of entitlement to conduct our business
at the new site. They provided effort and funds to conduct this relocation. We did not just decide
to move for the sake of moving,
they were going to take the property under eminent domain. This
was RTD’S choice for relocation.
There has been an obvious influencing, or intervention causing
monitoring authorities to vacate,
unilaterally breaching our agreement and support for entitlement
permit process already agreed
upon” said Galvan.
“At the hearing we have heard
alleged claims that homeowners
have complained yet there has not
been anyone at the hearings to
come forward. There needs to be
a coming out of valid issues objected to, discussed and resolved.
Why can’t we work towards a
constructive solution acceptable
to all concerned? Otherwise, the
City can allocate funds and effort
for relocation once again. Considering MND Mitigated Negative Declaration (to evaluate the
potential environmental consequences) inhibiting directives
created by someone obviously
unfamiliar with existing industry
standards or is it ironically created to prohibit process” Galvan
stated and continued to say “We
come with already established
permitting and regulation business license, several South Coast
AQMD permits, and Regional
Water Quality Control Permit.
We should be accountable to the
same criteria and standards as
other similar existing businesses in the City. Conditions and
scrutiny should be constant and
congruent to other existing crushing locations in LA City Proper.
There is an obvious bias here!”
said Galvan. Galvan is referring
to for example the MTA currently has several prolonged ongoing projects. An intricate part
of those projects is a recycling,
crushing function that has been
allowed to be conducted.
Their locations are in the midst
of residents, schools and commercial establishments. One location was at First and Lorena in
Boyle Heights and the most current location is at Washington and
Robertson in the Westside. They
are located in a more exposed,
sensitive, intrusive and delicate
location. This activity has been
allowed to co-exist, flourish, and
thrive without permits.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

By Don Jones
The winds of change were felt
last week at the El Sereno Senior
Center as CALROC (California
Renters Organizing Committee)
met with over forty families interested in renter’s rights. A panel of
attorneys led off by Pete Navarro
and consisting of Elena Popp an
authority on tenant’s rights, David
Etezadi and expert on land issues
and Christopher Sutton of Pasadena.
Many were drawn to the 3 hour
event by the call put out by Councilman Huizar and Assemblyman
De Leon and special thanks to
THE VOICE for its generous assistance. The themes were shelter
from threats of abuse by Caltrans
the largest landlord in the area
and legal defenses. Many were
encouraged to raise their voices
above a whisper and not languish
in silence.
In my case the October 18th
workshop preceded my appearance in Superior Court in Pasadena. I went in response to the
attempted eviction by Caltrans,
which was attempting to remove
our family from the home we have
lived in for sixteen years. In court
my lawyer David Etezadi argued
my case and won using a remedy
discussed at the workshop, the
case was dismissed. For the first
night in three months I slept without waking and wondering where
we would be forced to move, unbelievably seventy two hours later
on my wife Gloria’s birthday we
were served with another eviction
notice by armed CHP personnel
accompanying an agent of Caltrans
I have vowed not to be silenced
as we have been in the past because the prisons of silence that
Caltrans is placing in as renters if
not faced will lead us to the dark
past where freeways are sliced
though our community with no
resistance.
Make no mistake this about the
710 freeway and my opposition
to it coming through El Sereno,
both as a plaintiff in the Federal lawsuit, where joined with
Jesse Granados, Hugo Garcia,
Pete Navarro and represented by
MALDEF, NAACP, National Resources Defense Council, Morrison and Forester we helped stop
the surface route.
In my case I know that what has
been done by Caltrans in the dark
will be brought to light. By now
the election is over and Barak
Obama is challenged with getting
the economy going. One engine
will be transportation, which has
passed the defense industry as an
important component of our local
economy, gone are Douglas Aircraft and the Chevy plant in Van
Nuys both places where I once
worked.
Taking their place is TRANSPORTATION projects like the
ones envisioned by Southern
California Association of Governments and Caltrans, they have
identified 40 Billion dollars worth
of future transportation fix including the 710 tunnels. What will
be the human cost of the relocations and displacement? If they
all go through they will make the
Chavez Ravine relocation and the
bisection of Boyle Heights seem
tame.
We at CALROC will continue
to have workshops in the future
and if you are interested please
call us at 323 344-8012 or email
us at frcalroc@gmail.com and let
us know of your concerns.

RESIDENTIAL HOMES

CRUSHED MATERIALS

30’ AWAY FROM FAMILIES

Space Exploration, Aeronautic Research
Soaring to new heights at Cal State L.A.
Five-year $5 million grant
from NASA for CSULA’s
SPACE Center
Recognized for increasing the
number of degrees awarded to
students who are underrepresented in the space science and
aerospace technology fields,
Cal State L.A. has been awarded a $5 million, five-year grant
by the Office of Education at
NASA (National Aeronautics
and Space Administration).
The continuation grant will
further the research and educational activities at Cal State
L.A.’s University Research
Center (URC), officially named
as the “Structures, Propulsion,
Aerospace and Control Engineering (SPACE) Center.”
Cal State L.A.,with the only
NASA URC in California is
among only seven universities internationally selected to
receive the NASA’s Minority
University Research and Education Program awards this
year.
Housed in Cal State L.A.’s
College of Engineering, Computer Sciences, and Technology, the SPACE Center comprises the Structures, Pointing
and Control Engineering Lab
(SPACE Lab) and the Multidisciplinary Flight Dynamics and
Control Lab (MFDC Lab).
Since 2003, it has provided
more than 500 undergraduates and graduates from Cal
State L.A. and other colleges,
including Ph.D.-granting institutions the opportunity to conduct multidisciplinary research
in the following areas:
*Intelligent flight control and
autonomous control
*Uninhabited air vehicles
(UAV) development
*Wind-tunnel testing and vali-

dations
*Optimization of combustion
and propulsion systems
*Thermal analysis of space
systems
*Space telescope technology, precision pointing, system
identification
*Decentralized control and reconfigurable control
*Embedded architectures
Broadening students’ experience, Cal State L.A.’s SPACE
Center has collaborated with
the Dryden Flight Research
Center, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Boeing and Northrop
Grumman.
According to the SPACE
Center’s director and principal
investigator Helen Boussalis
(Glendale resident), professor
of electrical and computer engineering, “The Center offers
students intensive training and
exposure to NASA-related research that a lot of undergraduate and graduate students at other campuses would never have
an opportunity to be involved
with. Most of our students have
been hired by Northrop Grumman or Boeing upon graduation
or have continued on to pursue
advanced degrees.”
Boussalis adds, “This also
provides our faculty a unique
opportunity to develop new
cross-disciplinary courses and
compete in the research arena.
Our faculty members are able
to receive more grants due to
their demonstrated capability
of conducting quality research
on this campus.” The center’s
multidisciplinary team of investigators includes CSULA
faculty Darrell Guillaume,
Charles Liu, Trinh Pham and
Chivey Wu.
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El Consejero Personal
RODOLFO MUÑOZ

(323) 448 7076

rodolfomunoz1@gmail.com
El Consejero Personal
te ayuda a identificar con claridad tus
necesidades y problemas. Te apoya en la
búsqueda de respuestas a las principales
necesidades e inquietudes que tienes.
El Consejero Personal utiliza herramientas
que te invitan a la reflexión, el análisis, la
discusión, critica y la valoración de las diferentes
respuestas que tú construyes frente a tu situación.

COMMENTARY
T
THE
FEAR FACTOR
NO MORE MR. NICE GUY
N
By Ron Kaye
For too long the politically
ally
conscious people of Los Angeles
l
have projected their own good
hearts and good intentions onto
their City Council members and
come hat in hand hoping for favors like a speed bump on their
street or been seduced by a smile
and flattering word.
If we’re going to change the
political culture of City Hall and
save the city from over-development, over-population and overtaxation, we’re going to have to
stop being so naive and get tough
with our elected officials.
The problem in a nutshell is
they treat us like their servants
and order us around and make
decisions for us that aren’t in our
- or the city’s best interests. The
elected officials have to be put in
their place. They’re the servants,
the public servants and they are
handsomely rewarded for it.
They live like millionaires, and
somehow most of them become
millionaires while on the public
dole with the highest salaries of
municipal officials in America
and lucrative perks.
I’ve listened to a lot of City
Council meetings in the last six
months and I’ve attended a lot
of commission and city hearings
and I’m shocked, critical as I’ve
long been about the arrogance of
City Hall by the way the public
is treated.
At a recent Department of
Water and Power Commission
meeting where the Saving L.A.
Project brought out about 50 activists to support board President
Nick Patsaouras’ proposal for a
Ratepayer Advocate, the utility’s
bureaucracy brought in 10 guards
to cordon off the halls and make
sure the rabble of ordinary lawabiding citizens didn’t storm the
bastille.
When I tried to record the
meeting on video; my absolute
legal right, guards twice came up
to me and threatened to throw me
out. I finally had to interrupt the
meeting and protest loudly to get
the board’s legal adviser to tell

the guards
guard to back off.
At a zoning hearing that exposed the city’s lack of a policy
on where and how cell phone
towers can be installed close to
where people live and work, the
hearing officer lectured the 40
community activists about decorum like a strict school teacher
laying down the law to unruly
six-year-olds. And then he treated
a councilmen’s aide like royalty.
We can’t afford to take this kind
of treatment anymore.
I’ve talked to a lot of smart people who live off the corrupt culture of City Hall that makes special interests rich at the expense
of the people and all of them say
pretty much the same thing about
the effort to organize community
groups of all types from all over
the city into a single force.
“Your biggest challenge,” they
tell me, “is that ‘the public’
screams with a lot of voices, is
far from unified, not particularly
democratic and often unreasonable, making whatever it is on
any given day on any subject easy
to ignore.”
I’ve learned how true that is
in recent months in meeting with
hundreds of people from every
part of Los Angeles. Rich or
poor or in-between, they all experience the same thing from: City
officials give them the runaround,
stymie them with rules designed
to protect special interests and if
they’re lucky and kowtow enough,
they might just get a crumb from
the table of power.
That’s not good enough. The
problems are mounting. The city
is teetering on the brink. Ordinary
citizens and business people need
to decide the days of playing nice
are over. No more begging for
our basic rights.
The only thing City Hall will
respond to is fear, the fear of losing their rank and privilege. And
the only way I know of to make
them afraid is to look beyond
our local concerns to the pattern
of abuses and unite in common
cause to restore L.A. to greatness

as a city.
A Message from Carlos
Morales, Publisher and Editor
of THE VOICE: We are pleased
to have Ron Kaye contribute to
our community publication, his
insight in City Politics is truly incredible and he has built a great
reputation in his journalism career.
You can read Ron’s reports and
comments on the redesigned NBC
Los Angeles website at http://
www.nbclosangeles.com/ where
he’s blogging about importantant
local news, you can also catch
him at community events, on radio and TV or at meetings with
other activists who are working
hard for a greater Los Angeles.
Being Informed, Involved and
Organized, the people can change
L.A
About Ron
Ron Kaye is the former editor
of the Los Angeles Daily News
where he spent 23 years helping
to make the newspaper the voice
of the San Fernando Valley and
fighting for a city government
that serves the people and not
special interests.
Twice in recent years, Los
Angeles Magazine listed Kaye
among the city’s most influential
people, specifically in the area of
politics. Kaye has been variously
described in the media as the “accidental anarchist,” “the Patrick
Henry of the San Fernando Valley” and a “passionate populist.”
He is now committed to carrying on his crusade for a greater
Los Angeles as an ordinary citizen. Previously, Ron worked at
the Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Associated Press, Cleveland
Plain Dealer and The Australian
as well as papers in Fairbanks,
Alaska and Yakima, Wash. He
also wrote for Newsweek magazine, The Guardian in London
and the National Enquirer.
You can email me at ron@ronkayela.com

NOVEMBER 2008
323.221.7400
voicepub@gmail.com
Page 11

ZUMA DOGG
In Council District 14
Thank you to Carlos Morales
for the opportunity to address the
readers of The Voice newspaper.
Many of you know “Zuma Dogg”
from the past two and a half years
as a public comment speaker at
the Los Angeles City Council
meetings as seen on City TV 35.
Or maybe you have read my blog
(LA Daily Blog.com), seen “Zuma
Dogg” YouTube videos or heard
me on one of the AM Talk Radio
stations.
First of all, since this is for The
Voice newpaper covering the El
Sereno, Boyle Heights, Lincoln
Heights area; I want to let all the
readers know that your area of
CD 14 has been (by far) the biggest guiding force of knowledge
and information (mentoring) during my time as a blogger/”activist”
and y’all are the most aware and
active in the City based on my City
Hall experience.
Carlos and The Voice has been
such a big part of helping galvanize the community over some
key issues over the past year that
REALLY made a difference at the
end of the day.
So thank you for everything,
and now it is time to take all of
this frenetic activist energy and focus it toward on massive effort to
help all of us, “TAKE BACK THE
CITY!”
Now that the Presidential elections are behind us, it is time to focus on the upcoming Mayoral and
City Council elections in March
2009. I have started my own community group called Z.A.P. (Zuma’s Action Plan). I want to work
with everyone in the community,
across all the other groups like
SLAP, Neighborhood Council participants, and concerned residents
to help un-seat incumbent Councilmembers, replace the mayor
with “Anyone But Antonio” and
help push for the people’s choice
regarding City Attorney and City
Controller.
Zuma Dogg feels all the ZAPPERS and SLAPPERS and NC
MEMBERS across the City can
make a difference in the next election. It will take a focused effort of
everyone putting a lot of other side
issues on the back-burner to make
this happen. Hate to say it. From

what I learned as a radio market
research director and marketing
strategy student...you can’t have
it all. We are up against BIG campaign machines with BIG money.
My only concern is that people
will want to “focus” on seven or
eight important issues.
SORRY KIDDIES! I may be
right, or I may be wrong...but my
belief is, if you want to really
“ROCK THE LA VOTE” next
March...we all have to unite into
“campaign mode” and put a lot of
other things on the back-burner,
JUST LIKE VILLARAIGOSA
AND ALL THE INCUMBENTS
WILL BE DOING!
I REALLY DO THINK WE
CAN DO IT -- OR I WOULDN’T
EVEN TRY. But it’s no slam dunk,
and I think the key is “focus”. (And
that’s a tough thing to do with a
room full of activists.)
If you can help us accomplish
this goal, email ZumaDogg@
Gmail.com, include your phone
number if you want me to call
you back, and I’ll tell you where
the next Z.A.P., SLAP or Neighborhood Council meeting will be
regarding this movement.
Go to ZumaTube.com to see
videos of all the candidates we are
backing and more fun videos from
recent events in CD 14 with Zuma
Dogg.
ZUMA DOGG (Z.A.P.)
N OV E M B E R / D E C E M B E R
EVENTS:
FRIDAY NIGHTS @ 7PM: Stop
by for the next Zuma Dogg Open
Mic DOGG HOUSE Party at Casa
Princesa (ZAP Headquarters) at
4527 York Blvd, just off Eagle
Rock Blvd. We can talk strategy
and action for the March Mayoral/
City Council elections. PLUS,
KARAOKE, Open Mic, Acoustic Performers AND YOU CAN
MAKE A YouTube VIDEO ON
THE NICE CASA PRINCESA
SOUNDSTAGE!
SATURDAY MORNINGS AT
9AM: Stop by Casa Princesa for
Zuma’s Z.A.P. Action meeting and
make a YouTube video with Zuma
Dogg

WHY ARE WE NOT HAPPY WITH GOVERNMENT
One of our community contributors Norma Gonzalez, submitted
the following quote from the Late
Night Show Host David Letterman, I thought it was a good reality check for everyone, including
myself, regardless of your political party. Please read.
“As most of you know I am not a
President Bush fan, nor have I ever
been, but this is not about Bush, it
is about us, as Americans, and it
seems to hit the mark.’
‘The other day I was reading
Newsweek magazine and came
across some Poll data I found
rather hard to believe. It must be
true given the source, right?
The Newsweek poll alleges
that 67 percent of Americans are
unhappy with the direction the
country is headed and 69 percent
of the country is unhappy with the
performance of the President. In
essence 2/3 of the citizenry just
ain’t happy and want a change. So
being the knuckle dragger I am, I
started thinking, ‘What are we so
unhappy about?’
A. Is it that we have electricity
and running water 24 hours a
day, 7 Days a week?
B. Is our unhappiness the result
of having air conditioning in the
summer and heating in the winter?
C. Could it be that 95.4 percent of
these unhappy folks have a job?

D. Maybe it is the ability to walk
into a grocery store at any time
and see more food in moments
than Darfur has seen in the last
year?
E. Maybe it is the ability to drive
our cars and trucks from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean
without having to present identification papers as we move through
each state.
F. Or possibly the hundreds of
clean and safe motels we would
find along the way that can provide temporary shelter?
G. I guess having thousands of
restaurants with varying cuisine
from around the world is just not
good enough either.
H. Or could it be that when we
wreck our car, emergency workers
show up and provide services to
help all and even send a helicopter
to take you to the hospital.
I. Perhaps you are one of the 70
percent of Americans who own a
home.
J. You may be upset with knowing
that in the unfortunate case of a
fire, a group of trained firefighters
will appear in moments and use
top notch equipment to extinguish
the flames thus saving you, your
family, and your belongings.
K. Or if, while at home watching
one of your many flat screen TVs,
a burglar or prowler intrudes, an

officer equipped with a gun and a
bullet-proof vest will come to defend you and your family against
attack or loss.
L. This all in the backdrop of a
neighborhood free of bombs or
militias raping and pillaging the
residents. Neighborhoods where
90% of teenagers own cell phones
and computers.
M. How about the complete religious, social and political freedoms we enjoy that are the envy
of everyone in the world?
Maybe that is what has 67% of
you folks unhappy. Fact is, we are
the largest group of ungrateful,
spoiled brats the world has ever
seen. No wonder the world loves
the U.S., yet has a great disdain for
its citizens. They see us for what
we are. The most blessed people
in the world who do nothing but
complain about what we don’t
have, and what we hate about the
country instead of thanking the
good Lord we live here.
I know, I know. What about the
president who took us into war
and has no plan to get us out? The
president who has a measly 31
percent approval rating? Is this
the same president who guided
the nation in the dark days after
9/11? The president that cut taxes
to bring an economy out of recession? Could this be the same guy

who has been called every name in
the book for succeeding in keeping all the spoiled ungrateful brats
safe from terrorist attacks? The
commander in chief of an allvolunteer army that is out there
defending you and me?
Did you hear how bad the President is on the news or talk show?
Did this news affect you so much,
make you so unhappy you couldn’t
take a look around for yourself
and see all the good things and be
glad? Think about it......are you
upset at the President because he
actually caused you personal pain
OR is it because the ‘Media’ told
you he was failing to kiss your
sorry ungrateful behind every day.
Make no mistake about it. The
troops in Iraq and Afghanistan
have volunteered to serve, and
in many cases may have died for
your freedom. There is currently
no draft in this country. They
didn’t have to go. They are able
to refuse to go and end up with
either a ‘’general’’ discharge, an
“other than honorable’’ discharge
or, worst case scenario, a ‘’dishonorable” discharge after a few days
in the brig.
So why then the flat-out discontentment in the minds of 69 percent of Americans?
Say what you want, but I blame
it on the media. If it bleeds it leads

and they specialize in bad news.
Everybody will watch a car crash
with blood and guts. How many
will watch kids selling lemonade
at the corner? The media knows
this and media outlets are for-profit corporations. They offer what
sells, and when criticized, try to
defend their actions by “justifying” them in one way or another.
Just ask why they tried to allow
a murderer like O.J. Simpson to
write a book about how he didn’t
kill his wife, but if he did he would
have done it this way......Insane!
Turn off the TV, burn Newsweek,
and use the New York Times for
the bottom of your bird cage.
Then start being grateful for all we
have as a country. There is exponentially more good than bad. We
are among the most blessed people on Earth and should thank God
several times a day, or at least be
thankful and appreciative.’ ‘With
hurricanes, tornados, fires out of
control, mud slides, flooding, severe thunderstorms tearing up the
country from one end to another,
and with the threat of bird flu and
terrorist attacks, ‘Are we sure this
is a good time to take God out of
the Pledge of Allegiance?’
-David Letterman
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Ramona Gardens
Mural Dedication

About 150 residents from Ramona Gardens were drawn to the side of the Ramona
Gardens Recreation Center to celebrate the
dedication of LA’s newest Mural, on Monday, October 20th. The “Art Heals” celebration, highlights the completion of a painting
by renowned local artists, Joseph Montalvo,
Raul Gonzalez and Ricardo Estrada with
the assistance of community members.
The mural depicts a large Tongva Native
American woman as its center piece, with
other indigenous figures mixed with modern positive female images surrounding her.
“This colorful mural was dedicated to the
mothers, grandmothers, sisters, wives and
daughters of Boyle Heights” stated Councilmember José Huizar, who helped fund
the $20,000 project.
“This mural honors the strength and dignity of women of past generations, while
celebrating the possibilities awaiting women in our community in the future” stated
Councilmember Huizar via a press release.
In attendance at the mural dedication
was veteran eastsider Bobby Verdugo who
praised the work of the artist. The artist expressed their gratitude for the opportunity
to create and work in such a historic community as Ramona Gardens. Community

residents have inspired us to create a mural
with historic and cultural relevance.
The idea for the mural project sprung
from a town hall meeting with the council
member and the community. The community wanted to create a project that would
provide an uplifting message and accurate
representation of Ramona Gardens and its
history.
We felt that creating images focusing on
the positive attributes and contributions that
our indigenous ancestors accomplished,
mixed with modern images of the people today would be a great way of accomplishing
this goal while at the same time creating an
opportunity to teach the Ramona Gardens
youth about our heritage and history.
“The project took us a few months to
prepare, doing research and collecting information, we canvassed the community
and took a lot of photographs, talking to
residents and getting a better sense of what
the community wanted to see, and how
they felt about a new mural on their walls.
Fortunately, we had a good response to our
proposals, and we decided to move forward
with a final sketch, which eventually and
gradually changed thankfully for the better”
stated the artist.

Feel the PAIN everytime you ﬁll up!
We have your solution!!!

By Adding one of our
Air Filters or
Intake Systems It will increase your
MPG (Miles Per Gallon) an average
between - Miles per gallon.
It also Increases Horsepower
and Torque!

Available thru FLOW source @ ..

LAPD INTRODUCES NEW
TEXT-A-TIP AND WEB TIP
INFORMATION
In response to the public’s demand for secure
and anonymous ways to
submit crime tips to authorities, the Los Angeles
Police Department has
developed two new anonymous tip reporting systems.
Previously, there was no
system whereby information could be passed from
the public to the police and
back without the identity
of the person providing
information being known
to the police. Ultimately,
many valuable tips were
withheld from police because people lacked confidence that their identity
would be kept anonymous.
Anonymous letters did not
have a mechanism to ask
simple follow-up questions, or eliminate hoaxes.
These new services offered by the LAPD overcome all of these concerns.
The LAPD is hopeful that
these two new anonymous
tip systems will open the
flow of information between a community fearful
of gangs and the police.
1. Text-A-Tip Service
This allows a tipster to
provide information to
the LAPD and remain
completely
anonymous
through text or SMS messaging. SMS or Short Message Service are common
text messages which can
be used by virtually any
cell phone user. Tipsters
type the word “LAPD”
plus their crime information on their cell phone or
PDA to the number 2-7-46-3-7 which spells out the
word “CRIMES”. The text
message is encrypted and
an alias is generated for
the tipster, masking their

identity from the police.
There is no way for the police to determine the user’s
identity.
To text a tip to the Los
Angeles Police Department, you must have text
messaging enabled on
your phone and subscribe
to a participating cell
phone carrier. To begin
your tip session, text the
word “LAPD” along with
your crime information to
the number,
2-7-4-6-3-7, which spells
the word “CRIMES” on
your phone’s keypad.
While handset menus
differ by carrier or model,
here are some basic steps
on how to compose a text
message .
Find “Messaging” or
“SMS” on your phone’s
menu.
1. Create a new text message or send text or SMS
text.
2. When composing your
message:
Enter the number 2-7-4-63-7 as the mobile # or in
the “to” line. In the message body, type the word
LAPD, a space, and then
your crime tip information
(LAPD is not case sensitive).
3. Hit “Send” to send the
message.
4. You will receive a response from TipSoft shortly, which will start the secure text dialogue.
For your safety, when
you complete your tip submission, you should always
delete all text messages to
and from 2-7-4-6-3-7 from
your text message in box
and out box.

2. TIPSOFT WEB TIPS
Users go to www.lapdonline.org and follow the
link for “Anonymous Web
Tips” where they can fill
in a form and submit it via
the internet. The tip goes
through a secure server
where, again the identity
of the sender is masked
from the authorities receiving the Web tip.
The Two-Way Dialogue
features allow the tipster to
return at their convenience
and securely provide additional information to their
original tip and investigators can securely ask questions or provide instructions back to the tipster as
well.
Submitting a crime tip
through the web is as easy
as going to the www.lapdonline.org website and
clicking on the ANONYMOUS WEB TIP link. Tipsters will fill out the web
tip form. Once completed,
they can elect to create a
password and click on the
Submit Tip button. A tip
code is created after a tip
is submitted. Tipsters can
check the status of their
tip at a later date by logging in with their code and
password.
No mobile phone information is collected by the
Los Angeles Police Department as part of this
program. Your Text-A-Tip
and Web-Tips are completely anonymous to the
LAPD and is only identifiable by the code provided
to you. Any information
submitted is directed to the
LAPD’s Regional Crime
Center detectives, who
will disseminate the information to the appropriate
LAPD investigative unit.

Crews Will Begin Grinding
New Rail Tracks Along Six-Mile
of Metro Gold Line
Eastside Extension
Metro will start Monday, October 20,
grinding the new rail tracks of the six-mile
Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension under construction between downtown and
East Los Angeles. Work will begin at Atlantic Boulevard and Pomona Street and
then move westerly until the entrance to
a tunnel at the East Portal at Lorena and
First streets.
The grinding is part of the preparation
for the opening of the light rail line. (Nov.
2, 2008) Street reconstruction work gets
underway as crews grind new rails on the
six-mile Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension along Third Street in East Los Angeles. The grinding removes oxidation on the
rails to make sure the train wheels and the
rail make proper contact and safety features work properly. The grinding machine
moves at a speed of 2.5 to 3 miles per hour.
The rail grinding operation, which began
at Atlantic Boulevard and Pomona Street,
moves westbound along Third Street to
Indiana Avenue and will conclude at the
East Portal tunnel entrance at Lorena and
First streets.
The hours of activity will be from 7 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday. Work will
take place along Third Street until Indiana
Avenue where the alignment turns north
to First Street and then again west until
Lorena and First streets. Metro construction staff will direct traffic with flags at
intersections. Access to pedestrians and
emergency vehicles will be maintained.
Also, beginning Monday, October 20,
street reconstruction work will occur at the
intersections of Alameda and First streets

and Alameda and Temple streets in downtown Los Angeles as the construction of
the light rail line continues advancing to
next summer’s grand opening. The work
will last approximately six weeks.
Construction activities will include reoval
of the existing crosswalk and construction
of a new colored pedestrian walkway at
both intersections.
Work hours will be from 6 p.m. to 6
a.m. Monday to Friday. Access to homes,
businesses and emergency vehicles will
be maintained. Pedestrian access will be
maintained outside the construction zone.
In Boyle Heights, Metro construction
crews are doing street reconstruction work
such as street repaving, sidewalk restoration and new pedestrian crosswalks at
Lorena and First streets, working from 6
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday through
the week of October 20.
The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension, which will feature eight stations (two
underground), will span six miles from
Union Station in downtown Los Angeles via the Arts District/Little Tokyo and
Boyle Heights to Atlantic/Pomona Boulevards in East Los Angeles.
Residents who need more information
should contact Metro Community Relations at (213) 922-2259 or visit Metro
website at www.metro.net/projects_studies/eastside/street_closures.htm for up-todate street closure information.

PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS
A DAY IN AMERICAN HISTORY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
I have been voting since I was
eighteen, today was fairly quick
and organized, no confusion, the
poll workers were ready to take
on the crowds, what I am most
amazed with is the amount of
people, especially in El Sereno,
coming out to vote, in past elections we have had very low voting
turnouts in our community but, it
does not look like that is the case
today.” Lugo added “I have noticed that a lot of my family and
friends have already been to the
polls this morning.”
I then interviewed Marti Lujan
who was there as an independent
observer from the Election Protection Task Force, a non-partisan
volunteer organization whose job
is to visit polling precinct locations to document any incidents
or discrepancies in the process of
obtaining a chance to vote. Lujan
stated “I am here as an observer
and make sure that everything at
the polling locations was going
smoothly, I look for anything such
as making sure each location has
and maintains handicap access,
that there is enough voting supplies such as ballots, ink pens,

breaks and lunch plans, we are just
going to order pizzas and eat here
instead of leaving as we originally
planned.” What makes this election different from other elections
you have work? “This year a big
difference was finding voters in
line which started at 6:30am waiting for us to open up at 7am, I am
also surprised to see many 1st time
voters who are English speaking
voters that have never exercised
their right to cast their vote, they
needed a little guidance on how to
set up their ballot in the machine,
in past elections it was Spanish
speaking voters who were 1st timers and needed assistance” stated
Donato. “Today is exciting, there
are many 1st timers, it is different, you can feel the electricity in
the air, voters are enthusiastic, we
are already seeing larger numbers
than usual that already have voted,
we usually see these crowds in the
late afternoon after they get out of
work” stated Donato. On my way
out a person who did not want to
be identified stated “Today, history is being made, at the end of
the day we were going to have our
first Black President or our first
Women Vice President.”
My last stop of the day is a visit
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OUR COMMUNITY WAS
TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL
It is with deep regret that I share
with you all that on early Thursday morning November the 6th
our friend Ruben Miramontes
went on to be with the Lord. As
previously mentioned in the previous articles, Ruben was a 12
year old boy who had a rare brain
disease called adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD). This disease affects
boys between 4-10 years of age
and usually progresses from 1 to
10 years, debilitating the patient
until it kills them. Ruben was an
amazing young boy who touched
many lives in his short time with
us. He will be deeply missed by
all of his family and extended
friends. On behalf of his family,
I would like to extend my deepest appreciation once again for
all the support you all provided
during the Car-Wash Fundraiser
held at El Sereno Park. Ruben’s
Mother (Valerie) is dealing with
an extensive amount of emotional
pain and sadness that is indescribable. But it brings peace in my
heart knowing that we all did our
part in generating enough money
to pay for all of Ruben’s Funeral
arrangements. Through the help
of the Wilson Football program,
El Sereno Stallions organization,
El Sereno Community, our Big
Dawg Friends, and our Family
members, Valerie does not have
to deal with the stress of worrying about any expenses that follow when a loved one has passed
away. As I have stated before I
spiritually know that the Lord and
Angel Isaiah directed us to Ruben’s life and through the amazing work we all did, it is awesome

knowing that we raised enough
money for Ruben to be laid to rest
in the same location in which Isaiah is at. Ruben will be especially
missed by us all. Hopefully his
love for everyone will inspire us
all to love each other more.
He was a Hero with no hidden
agenda. His strength, courage and
willingness to extend himself to
complete strangers was something to hang on to in a world of
violence, corruption, and general chaos. The world needs more
people like Ruben and Isaiah who
on a daily basis demonstrated the
true meaning of Love. We need
more heroes like them and it is
sad that they are no longer here
with us. Ruben, your Family and
new extended Friends will never
forget you and your Love will remain with us in our Hearts. Go
with GOD and play with Isaiah
and at the end do the famous Robot dance. Keep Ruben’s Family
in your prayers as they are facing
some very difficult times of grieving. Do the God thing and keep
helping others in need. And most
importantly Love and spend quality times with your loved ones because only God knows when our
time will arrive for us to join him
in Heaven. The Viewing will be
on Tuesday(11/11) from 5:00p.m.
until 8:00p.m. at Rose Hills Alhambra located at 550 East Main
Street. The Service will be on
Wednesday(11/12) at 11:00a.m.
at Saint Therese Church located
at 510 North El Molino Street in
the city of Alhambra.

COMMUNNITY ALERT
ATTEMPT RAPE
HOT PROWL 459
SUSPECT SOUGHT

ROGELIO GALVAN
MALE HISPANIC
BLACK HAIR
BROWN EYES
130 LBS
Suspect entered victims
residence while family
was sleeping.
Victim observed
suspect standing on
chair looking at two
sleeping female
juvenile daughters
of the victim.

Lincoln JROTC Cadets Support
LA Rotary Club Health Fair

and that the voters are being attended in a prompt and orderly
fashion” stated Lujan. I asked
her how many hours was she going to work and how many venues
she was assigned to? She stated
“I am ready for a long day, my
day started early at 6:30am and
I will be working until late evening, I am assigned to 16 locations in the 90032 and 90042 Zip
Codes which are the communities
of El Sereno and Highland Park.”
I asked Lujan, have you come
across any discrepancies yet, she
replied, “nothing to write home
about, everything so far is running
smoothly” During my interviews,
poll workers continued to acquire
direction from the County Clerks
office regarding me taking pictures, after waiting for 20 minutes
without any answers I got on my
bike and headed to my next stop
which was the Los Angeles Christian Presbyterian Church on Eastern Avenue.
The polling set up at the Korean
Christian Church was impressive,
lots of room and approximately
40 booths were set up to accommodate the crowds. I interview
veteran poll worker Leticia Donato who has been working the
election polls for many years. She
explained, “We are here to assist
any voters who need assistance, I
can help both English and Spanish
voters, there are other translators
available to assist the Chinese and
Korean voters as well.” I asked
if I can take a wide angle picture
of the operation? Permission was
granted as well. Donato stated
“We have seen a good turn out so
far, it’s going to be a long day and
we are already rescheduling our

to Dino’s Burgers, a local hangout
in Lincoln Heights where “everybody knows your name” you can
catch the latest “chisme” or street
buzz. A lot of the customers were
displaying their I voted stickers,
I came across Francisco who did
not give us his last name but, stated this was his first time voting,
and decided that he had to vote
in this election, I did not like the
way the economy is going and I
would like to be part of the change
we need right now, I am glad I finally got motivated to vote” stated
Francisco.
I headed back to the office, to
start putting this article together
and see the election results unfold.
It’s now past 8pm and the polls in
CA have just closed and the numbers are starting to roll in. It truly
was a good day to be an American;
I witnessed our country’s first African American elected President,
Barack Obama onstage at Chicago’s Grant Park being joined by
his wife, Michelle, and their two
daughters, Sasha and Malia, as
he addressed an estimated crowd
of 240,000 people and millions
around the world.
This day we all witnessed
CHANGE. People across the
world witnessed a history making
moment, from South Africa, Asia,
Europe, and yes even Alaska!

SUBMIT YOUR
HOLIDAY
MESSAGES TO
THE VOICE

As a part of their commitment
in support of the community and
to the field of medical health, the
Cadets of the Lincoln high school
Army JROTC program, on Halloween day, supported the Los
Angeles Rotary Club in their annual health fair at the Wells Fargo
building, downtown Los Angeles.
Doctor Noah Craft, a leader in the
Los Angeles Biomedical research
was the guest speaker, along with
Antonie De Jong, the UN Deputy
Chief of Mobilization. Doctor
Craft spoke on the current progress in the field of biomedical research and the success that his lab
was realizing, and Deputy Chief
Jong spoke of women’s issues in
a international context and the
strides being made toward women’s health and the empowerment
of women globally.
The Rotary Club of Los Angeles has been in existence and has

selflessly served the community
for over a century. Each year the
Lincoln high school cadets are exposed to business men and women
who wish, as do the JROTC program, to make a positive contribution to the community. A medical team from Los Angeles Good
Samaritan hospital set up stations
for the club members to promote
proper health.
Carlos Gutierrez, one of the
participating cadets, was able to
use state of the art technology
to measure his body mass index
which is important to total fitness.
Another cadet, Rogelio Pedro
was interested in how hearing test
were conducted and got his hearing tested on the spot. The cadets
were enthusiastic in their role in
support of this important event
and the impact the program has
on the people of the community.

Victim screamed and
suspect climbed out of
the bedroom window
and fled.
Suspect is also
suspected to be
connected to 6 other
similar crimes that
occurred in the same
area during the same
weekend.
One crime included
the sexual assault of a
sleeping female victim.
Contact Hollenbeck
Watch Camander:

323.266.5964
If you see him
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SHAMROCK CONCRETE

REBUILDING THE CITY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
In contrast Sharnmrock’s location is in an environmentally
benign area, staged for the last
twenty-five years serving and
supporting the community, conducive to sought after zoning
variance.
Why is MTA’S crushing activity looked upon as conducive and
Shamrock’s activity is looked
upon as intrusive? What makes
them superior and Shamrock inferior? THE VOICE investigated
the Washington / Robertson site,
and took the photograph (on
page 10) at the MTA site, which
clearly shows residential homes
right ACROSS the street from the
concrete crushing operation, the
same reason that City and County
officials have targeted Shamrock
Concrete to close down (there are
no homes close to Shamrocks
facility). There are mostly auto
glass repair services, LADOT,

Galvan and The Shamrock Company, from employees, business
associates, vendors, and community supporters for his generous
contributions to kids sports and
other community programs.
Galvan went on to say “Where
are the checks and balances, the
autonomy to impartially conciliate without fear of reprisals or
consequence. In both cases at
Building and Safety and the Planning Commission, there seems to
be an excessive political influence
without a public purpose. Where
is the wisdom and insight? Did
these public servants forget when
they took the pledge and high
merit to vows when sworn into
public service, to do the right
thing? Where is the moral public integrity to be fair to all businesses?” said Galvan.
The referenced agreement was
memorialized by Lisa Sarno of
then Councilman Villaraigosa’s
office that initiated process on
October 20, 2005. All notable
appropriate prominent partici-

SHAMROCKS
PREVIOUS
LOCATION

other areas, making the City’s
problem someone else’s problem.
We have existing resources, to
accomplish, “DIVERSION TO
CONVERSION”- SHAMROCK
HAS ALWAYS BEEN THERE”
stated Galvan.
“Mainstreaming recycled products and further supporting and
developing existing resources
for recycling should be the focus
and continued goal. The conscious responsibility to savor our
economy and resources should
be upon us. SHAMROCK HAS
ALWAYS BEEN THERE.
Let us participate in proliferating a moral conscious movement to implement recycling And
THE GREEN SOLUTION that
you now see a united effort in
architectural design that is hopeful to result in City construction.
SHAMROCK IS ALREADY
THERE. Once again let us take
advantage and memorialize all
that was resolved from incidents
at, World Trade Center, Oklahoma, 9-11, Katrina, and even
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nd a MTA facility.
These operators come and go
just taking the cities money and
making their profit. Shamrock
has always maintained in touch
with community issues. “At the
October 2008 Building and Safety hearing and at the City of Los
Angeles Planning Commission
hearing not one resident came
to complaint or object about our
business” stated Galvan.
The VOICE was present at the
Planning Hearing at the Ramona
Hall in Highland Park and could
verify that no resident made a
complaint at that hearing. What
we did see is two complaints
made against Shamrock; one was
LA County Supervisor Gloria
Molina, who made more personal attacks on Mr. Galvan, rather
than keeping her message on the
alleged violations on Shamrocks
business conduct. We also seen
Jessica Wethington McLean
which at the time was Jose Huizar’s Planning Director verbalizing the Councilman’s opposition
to Shamrocks existence. Rebuttals from local authorities were
laden with statements and accusations that were only camouflaged with rhetoric, unsubstantiated objections without facts or
evidencing of their allegations”
stated Galvan. THE VOICE did
witness many people from the
community speak in favor of Mr.

pants were in attendance, which
all witnessed and agreed and participated in modeling critical path
to this process. There was an understanding of Shamrock’s value
with a positive effect to pertinent
issues, reduction in emissions,
aid to minimizing construction
traffic, participating in controlling City’s construction budget,
injecting over these past twentyfive years millions of dollars into
City’s economy, providing employment for City’s citizens and
most significantly facilitating for
emergency and catastrophic situations.
Galvan stated “At the beginning
of the year 2007 it was brought
to my attention that Los Angeles
is delinquent in their mandatory
mandated goals for diversion to
recycle, with consequences of
multiple penalties of $10,000.00
per month of being assessed and
already engaged” said Galvan.
“There have been a barrage
of publicity and articles in the
news for dissipating and exhaustive disposal sites, where are we
going to export our trash now?
SHAMROCK HAS ALWAYS
BEEN THERE. The County and
the City publicly claim to be pundits, guardians to maintain the
splendor and beauty of the City.
The City and County method
and plan to accomplish this is by
exporting trash, debris, defacing

the Tsunamis. In the midst of
all the confusion and historical
cataclysmic tragedies, SHAMROCK WAS ALWAYS THERE.
Directly and indirectly to assist
and provide Equipment, Sandbagging and other resources to
facilitate cleansing and re-establish infrastructure; Once again it
is upon us. We have fires proliferating and blazing out of control
Countywide almost year round
now. The aftermath for aid and
cleanup SHAMROCK WILL BE
THERE.” stated Galvan
There is a tremendous, monumental, massive density evolving, that will envelope and impact
County and City traffic. Created
and caused by activity via both
the Port of Los Angeles and Long
Beach. The monumental Port
facilities staged to import and
export continues to multiply in
size. This will generate an over
whelming flow of traffic with
adjoining emissions issues. The
very nature of this activity will
induce and propagate additional
maintenance and repair which
will also equate to additional
traffic and congestion. Does
Shamrock’s business and location compound or aid in the reduction of emissions? The proximity of our business results in
LESS TRUCKING TIME, LESS
TRUCK DENSITY, equating to
LESS TRUCK EMISSIONS, (in

comparison to the other crushing
facilities in Los Angeles which
most are in the San Fernando
Valley) considering any import
or export of construction materials from our site.
“There are no outsiders here.
Shamrock employees local community members and is committed to community and economy.
Honest hard working people of
Hispanic and African American
Heritage aspiring and thriving
calling Los Angeles home. Most
of our employees come without
formal education, only acquiring
learning through hands on experience. Unemployment and displacement would be devastating
to them and their families.
Only to join the ranks of the unemployed, which currently CA is
leading the way in unemployment
7.7% seeking public subsidies as
circumstances may dictate. We
also have entry level starts, recruited from the local schools.
At Shamrock we are not on providing employment, but helping
them acquire experience and develop and transition to their professions” stated Galvan.
Galvan stated “SHAMROCK
has been involved in the center
directly and indirectly of all the
historical major events and cataclysmic tragedies that will be forever etched in Los Angeles City
history.”
Shamrock provided
assistance work force, aid and
support for restoration, rehabilitation, and remediation to the few
projects and events listed: 1. The
Mudslides in Brentwood 2. The
Watts riots - Rodney King 3. The
Cleanup Santa Monica Freeway
4. The Cleanup for the Whittier Earthquake 5. The Fires in
Malibu. As you can see Shamrock has played a vital part in
our Cities recovery after each of
the above Catastrophe’s. All the
material the Councilman refers to
dust and rubble have come from
City projects. When they needed
help and when all hell broke lose,
SHAMROCK was there!
Galvan added “We were there
before, during and after the
1984 Olympics, provide work
force, equipment, assistance on
a 24 hour basis (supporting Peck
Jones). Why is the City treating us like outsiders, If you want
the land our business occupies,
all we are asking for is for you
to be fair and pay for our relocation. Let’s step back, take a deep
breath and work together to solve
this problem. There needs to be
a perpetual and continual method
and evolution of our strategies,
LET US HELP YOU KEEP IT
FRESH, SHAMROCK IS ALWAYS THERE” stated Galvan.

DON’T WAIT
UNTIL IT’S TOO
LATE!!!
BY THEN
YOU HAVE TO
ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
FOR SALE
BE PROACTIVE!
LET YOUR
COMMUNITY
KNOW YOU ARE
HERE TO
SERVE THEM!

MEASURE R
VICTORY LAP
PREMATURE
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Michael D. Antonovich called Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s victory
lap celebrating passage of Measure
R premature.
“The hanging thread of Measure
R’s passage will be cut if the supporters receive less than 65% of the
more than 600,000 remaining uncounted votes,” said Antonovich.
Supervisors Antonovich and Gloria Molina had called for a NO
vote on Measure R because of their
strong support of developing a regional county transportation plan.
Measure R is more of the same
vested interest’s heavy-handed plan
that did not meet all of our county’s
transportation needs.
Antonovich also questioned the
legality of an $800,000 donation by
the Los Angeles County Museum of
Art to the Measure R campaign.
Measure R will increase the LA
County Sales Tax as reported in the
October issue of THE VOICE.

Inside The Mind of Your Tax
Professional...

H To
How
T Be
B Thankful…
Th kf l
Even In The Midst
Of Economic Chaos!
By Víctor M. Quiñones,
CPA of Miguel A. Jorge, Inc.,

“We help you grow your small
business and increase cash flow, all
while keeping the IRS away”
What a month, huh? Look, we all
watch the news, and I don’t want to
re-hash all the bad stuff out there
related to the national and world
economy. I don’t know about you,
but until recently—most media
discussions concerning the state of
the national economy were just so
much noise. Until this fall.
I believe that as a nation, we’re finally starting to wake up. And that’s
a good thing. In fact, it’s something
to be thankful for. Which is the subject of my note to you this month…
Have you ever faced your own
personal financial crisis? To a degree, all of us have—right? Times
when we just weren’t sure if our
plans were going to work out or not,
or even events causing us to sell our
house, take an additional job, or
even collect unemployment. Have
you been there?
Some of you may be feeling like
you’re staring down the barrel of a
shotgun aimed at your personal finances right about now. I feel your
pain. Here’s how I’ve discovered the
ability to be thankful, in the midst of
chaos:
1) “Been there, done that.” Remember the last time you faced crisis...and how you were able to get
through it. Often, when we look
back on these events, we see how
we’ve grown up as a result—the crisis actually helped our maturity and
we are now the better for it. This
one won’t be that bad.
2) “What’s the worst that could happen?” There’s been times I’ve had
to project things out like this, to the
loss of home, health, etc. A funny
thing occurs when I face it with a
clear-eyed stare: it ain’t so bad. I
remember what makes life most
worth living: friends, family and the
relationships that last forever. Sure,
money’s nice—but when you’re
looking at the possibility of losing
it all, remember what you really
love...and be thankful!
You may email your questions or
comments at victor@majtax.com or
leave a message at 323-488-9400.

ADVERTISE
IN
THE VOICE

EASTSIDE

Restaurant Guide
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CLIP AND SAVE VOICE COUPONS

DAILY SPECIAL

MONDAY - FRIDAY 2PM - 6PM

The above specials made with
Your CHOICE of following meats:
Carnitas, Buche, Al Pastor,
Lengua, Pollo,Chicharron

EASTERN AVE

la golondrina
frente de food 4 less desde las 5:30-11:30

* tacos
* burritos
* enchiladas
* quesadillas
* fresas con crema

5053 Huntington Drive
50
?

Huntington Drive
Driv

2817 North Main Street

(323) 223-1843
MAIN STREET

ANUNCIATE
AQUI
NUESTRA
COMUNIDAD
LEE

ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS

LA VOZ

HERE

taquizas a domicilio
pregunta por rene o luz maria(626) 222-3960

El Taquito

Dino’s Burgers

GRIFFIN

(323) 342-9422

PAY FOR 3

Special includes
Fries and Drink
BROADWAY

2 Tacos & Medium Drink
or
Bean & Cheese Burrito w/
Medium Drink
or
Sope & Medium Drink

4884 Huntington Drive

4838 Huntington Drive

FAMILY SPECIAL BUY 4
HAMBURGER SPECIALS

$1.99+ TAX

FOR EVERYONE IN YOUR PARTY
GOOD THRU NOVEMBER 2008

Taste
of Brazil

DINO’S BURGERS

DALY

Eastern Ave

FREE
DESSERT

OPLAR
POPLAR

In Front of Food 4 Less

EL TAQUITO

Drysdale

4920 Huntington Dr.

TASTE OF BRAZIL

Eastern Ave

La Golondrina

THESE
RESTAURANTS
HAVE
PULLED
TOGETHER
TO GIVE OUR
COMMUNITY
A BREAK!

Thelma Ave

Huntington Dr.

Pueblo Ave

TASTE OF

BRAZIL
4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

Great and Delicious

BRAZILIAN FOOD
Live Music Every Weekend

Reservations (323)342-9422

AVAILABLE AT LA GONLONDRINA
EL TAQUITO RESTAURANT
Authentic Mexican Restaurant

Tortas
Burritos
Taquitos
Tacos
Tostadas

www.tasteofbrazil.info

DINO’S

Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce

B

u

r

g

e

r

s

Daily Specials Monday thru Friday
Sabroso MENUDO Sabado y Domingo

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968
Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

5053 North Huntington Drive, El Sereno, CA 90032

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Serving Delicious Food for Over 20 Years

(323) 223-1649

323.223.1843

Car Insurance With

PERSONAL SERVICE
No Extra charge

BERNARD GANDARA, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0771793
3408 North Eastern Avenue
El Sereno, CA 90032

(323) 221-4232
AT STATE FARM®
You get a competitive rate and an
agent dedicated to helping you get
the coverage that’s right for you
and the discounts you deserve.
Nobody takes care of you like
STATE FARM.

Sabemos que quieres productos

DE CALIDAD
A BUEN PRECIO
STATE FARM®
Te ofrece descuentos para el
seguro de tu auto.
Habla conmigo para ver como
puedes calificar para ahorrarte
hasta un

35%.

STATE FARM, UN BUEN VECINO®
Tu compania de Seguros y Servicios Financieros.

Contact me. I’ll Prove It!
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (No en NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, Il statefarm.com®

www.sfagentbernard.com
NEWLAND HARDWARE

MON - FRI
8am - 6:30pm

Serving the El Sereno Community for Over 80 Years

SATURDAY

SIGN UP - FOR YOUR

8am - 5:00pm

TRUE VALUE
REWARDS CARD

SUNDAY
9am - 4:00pm

Featuring New Custom Windows For Your Home By

NEW WINDOW
STYLES
INCLUDES
Aluminum Frame * Vinyl Frame
Wood Frame * Single & Dual Glaze

And Receive Double Points
Ask for Details

SCREENS

NEW SCREENS * RE-SCREENS
DOORS AND WINDOWS
ALL COLORS AND STYLES
SAME OR NEXT DAY SERVICE

NOVEMBER BARGAINS OF THE MONTH

$1999

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Flat Paint
Dries in minutes to a rich
uniform finish. Soap and
water cleanup. 25-year
warranty.

$2399

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Satin Enamel
High-hiding coverage.
Easy Soap and water
cleanup.
25-year warranty.

$24 99

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Semi-Gloss Enamel
High-hiding and durable.
Perfect for high-traffic areas
like kitchens, baths, molding.
25-year warranty.

4938 Huntington Drive South (Next to Food-For-Less Market) 3 2 3 . 2 2 7 . 1 9 3 3

