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Ordinance Continues to Slide Down
By Jose Sanchez
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Many more questions have been raised by
community stakeholders
concerning the attempt
to find out what is behind
the need to implement
the most restrictive City
land use ordinance on
the property owners of
Northeast Los Angeles.
On September 29,
2008 the Los Angeles
City Planning Commission submitted its final
report the City Council’s
Planning and Land Use
Management Committee (P.L.U.M.) calling
for increased building
requirements for the majority of El Sereno and
smaller sections of Lincoln Heights and Highland Park. The P.L.U.M.
Committee is chaired
by Councilmember Ed
Reyes one of the main
proponents for implementing the Ordinance,
having had his staff representatives speaking in
support for the proposed
Hillside Ordinance despite strong and overwhelming
opposition
from the public.
Many in the opposition have resigned themselves to believing that
the ordinance has little
chance of being dropped
due to the current stance

that Ed Reyes has taken.
At the most recent
Rose Hills Homeowners Association Meeting,
property owners heard
a presentation given by
the Northeast Los Angeles Alliance suggesting that the development
and promotion of the
Ordinance comes on the
heels of the “Northeast
Los Angeles Open Space
Project Plan” by the
powerful Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy
dated March 28, 2006.
At the time property
owners were informed
that the Conservancy
wanted to begin dialogue
because “The Water
Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Act of
2002 (Proposition 50),
allocated funds to the
Conservancy specifically
for protection of the land
and water resources of
the Upper Los Angeles
River watershed. The
Northeast Los Angeles
Open Space Project Plan
falls within this area.”
However most property
owners at the Rose Hills
Homeowners meeting
were unaware or claimed
to have never received
such a notice. Which led
to questions about the
timing of the creation of
the current Interim Con-

FREE COMPUTERS
FOR 6TH-GRADERS
ATTENDING
EL SERENO
MIDDLE SCHOOL

EASTSIDE
RESTAURANT
GUIDE

Parents of 6th-graders looking for an excellent middle school will want to give El Sereno Middle School a close look. The school
has a strong academic program that features
a magnet school, an Environmental Science
Academy, and a host of extra-curricular activities for its 6th, 7th and 8th-graders. This
year, under the direction of principal Arthur
Duardo, El Sereno will be giving away free
computers to all of its 6th-grade students.
A veteran of LAUSD, a native Angelino,
and the Director of the All City Band which
marches in the Rose Parade every year, principal Duardo has recently added yet another
reason for students to come to his school.
This year he has secured a partnership with
Computers for Youth (CFY), a national nonprofit organization based out of New York
that will provide free computers to all his
6th-grade students. CFY serves as a liaison with businesses and schools around the
United States. This organization encourages
businesses around the country to donate computers to schools. Schools partake in a highly
competitive application process to be considered for funding. Schools with the strongest
applications and commitment to utilizing
technology to advance instruction are selected. This year, out of all the middle schools in
LAUSD that applied, El Sereno was the one
school selected for the computer grant.
The computers come loaded with software
programs that provide interactive tutorials to
students. To qualify for the free computers,
parents along with the students will attend
a half-day training session that walks them
through the computer basics as well as the
tutorials in math, English and other academic
subjects. There is absolutely no charge to the
parents/families.
Duardo stated “Just because some
of our students may come from lower income
neighborhoods or face greater educational
barriers than do students in other areas,
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trol Ordinance (ICO)
passed in the same year
by the City Council, the
Proposed Zone Change
Ordinance expansion beyond the ICO to include
almost identical Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy boundaries and
the negative effects on
property values, in effect
rendering most ridgeline
and secondary ridgeline
properties unbuildable
and in all cases causing
a general devaluation of
property values within
the Zone Change Areas.
Many wanted to know
why it was necessary to
have the Zoning Ordinance Change with little
or no input by affected
property owners. Many
of the cited organizations
invited by the planning
department for input on
the Ordinance are funded by the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy
and in one case “Mujeres
De La Tierra” is a contracted agency based in
Venice.
The devaluing of the
property, especially for
those who suddenly
find themselves unable
to build, would in effect
put pressure on property
owners to abandon or donate their devalued property most likely to the
Conservancy. A more

ethical approach would
the use of the City Police Powers of eminent
domain that would compensate property owners
with a Fair Market Value
for their property.
It was pointed out that
the coincidence in timing
makes the entire project plan and Ordinance
suspect to collusion on
the part of various government agencies to acquire property without
just compensation as
required by the United
States Constitution.
Even stranger is the
recent dismissal of Professor of Architectural
Design Alexis Navarro from the Land Use
Committee of the LA32
Neighborhood Council.
Professor Navarro had
been instrumental in attempting to negotiate a
compromise between the
over restrictive aspects of
the Ordinance and members of the community
who were requesting no
changes to the Current
Hillside Zoning.
Having led an effort
to bring a sensible solution he appeared before
the October meeting of
the LA32 Neighborhood Council requesting
justification for his dismissal and he received
none. Professor Navarro

Hill!

was the most qualified
member of the Land Use
Committee with over 25
years of experience in the
Architecture and Building Contracting fields.
He did his undergraduate
work in Architecture at
CAL POLY Pomona and
his graduate studies at
UCLA. He is in private
practice and teaches Design at East Los Angeles
College.
Other community
members at the same
LA32 October Meeting
requested that the Land
Use Committee hold immediate meetings on the
matter but were informed
by President Hugo Garcia that the chair of the
committee Ray Gutierrez was out of town and
could not be reached
and did not know when
a meeting could be convened. Despite the efforts of the property
owners and stakeholders
to have this issue further
evaluated Mr. Garcia
could not give a definitive answer to their request.
Council members Ed
Reyes and Jose Huizar
have yet to publicly address the stakeholders
and homeowners regarding why they support this
ordinance.

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
Will Offer

FREE FLU SHOTS
* Senior Citizens (50 years and older)
* Children (6 months to 18 years)
* Pregnant ladies
* Caregivers
* People with a chronic illness
(Heart, Lung, Kidney disease or certain other
chronic conditions)
If you have hypersensitivity to eggs, or a serious illness,
see your physician for the immunization

Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2008
Time: 9am to 11am
Location: Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
6000 North Figueroa Street (Highland Park)
Los Angeles, CA 90042
(Registration outside under the car port)
5 CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

HIGHLAND PARK
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042
(323) 254-5221

EL SERENO
4815 Valley Blvd.
LA CA 90032
(323) 222-1134

LOMA DRIVE
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
2411 N. Broadway Blvd 303 S. Loma Drive
LA CA 90017
LA CA 90031
(213) 201-5800
(323) 987-2000

MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC
Various Community Locations
Call for an appointment or just walk in or call for a mobile clinic visit

(323) 254-5221
“We Care About Your Health”

OCTOBER 2008
323.221.7400
voicepub@gmail.com
Page 2

A DAY OF GIVING BACK

EDITORS
MESSAGE

PUBLISHER / EDITOR
Carlos Morales
GENERAL MANAGER
Joe Rivera
MARKETING DIRECTOR
Carlos Morales
CFO
Sal Garcia
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Richard Canales
Starland Francis
Vicente Rodriguez
SALES
Erica Cornejo
COMMUNITY
CONTRIBUTORS
George Cabrera Jr.
Jose Aguilar
Frank A. Serrano
Jaime Urbina
Mark Overstreet
Bob Hidalgo
Adriana Olea
Roland Aranjo

THE VOICE
Is a community based newspaper publication based in El Sereno
and published once a month. Our
circulation consists of 20,000 print
impressions and 1,200 email subscribers. It is delivered to residents
and businesses in the El Sereno, Lincoln Heights, and Boyle
Heights, Rose Hills, University
Hills and Emery Park communities.
Our growing network of community participation has made this
publication the primary source
for local information. We strive to
make a positive impact on the community by reporting news that is
seldom found anywhere else in the
media to inform, and educate this
community on what is going on in
their front yard!
We welcome community interest
stories, and press releases. 60% of
all articles are written by community stakeholders
THE VOICE reserves the right to
edit all materials due to space
constrictions.
THE VOICE is not responsible
nor liable for any claims or offerings, nor responsible for products
availability that may be advertised.
Opinions expressed in these columns are those by the authors who
wrote them. All rights reserved.
Reproduction in whole or in part
without written permission from
the editor is prohibited.
Email: voicepub@gmail.com
4301 Valley Blvd., Suite A1

Hello Neighbors,
These are trying times we
are living right now and THE
VOICE is making an effort to
come up with a homegrown
answer to stimulate our local
economy and keeping this community informed. In order to
help our advertisers, ourselves
and our community we have
started “The Eastside Restaurant Guide.” This guide can be
found on page 11 of this issue
and participating restaurants
are offering discounts with the
coupons found in our newspaper to help out families during
these difficult times. Remember most of these restaurants
employ local residents from our
communities. It is very important for us to really concentrate
on our local resources. If we
do not invest in our local businesses the community stands
to lose and we will be forced
to travel longer distances to get
the products and services we
have next door.
We like to invite our readers
to support a new business that
is opening it’s doors in Lincoln
Heights. It’s a hometown coffee shop named “ROMEY’S In
the Heights.” They will be celebrating their grand opening on
Sunday, November 9th and will
be giving a free cup of coffee
that day.
On another note, Halloween
lands on a Friday this year and
most likely will see more kids
on the street and more Halloween parties as well. Parents
please prepare your children
with costumes that your kids
can see out of and provide them
with flashlights, be sure to inspect all candy before they are
consumed.
We have elections happening
on November 4th and there are
many things at stake here that
will impact our livelihoods. It
is very important to read the
propositions, the measures, and
bonds that are being proposed.
The best advice we can give
is to look at who proposed the
measures, and bonds and most
importantly who is backing it
up with big money. Do not be
fooled by endorsements from
politicians. I am no financial
advisor by any means however,
it does not take a genius to figure out that this is not the time
to ask for more money, taxes, or
bonds PERIOD!
We are a community that gets
squeezed the most and has the
least to give!
Carlos Morales
Publisher / Editor

Wow, Unbelievable, Amazing,
Shocked, Impressed, Blessed, are
the words Valerie, mother of Ruben
shared with me when she arrived
at the Car Wash Fundraiser for her
ill son Ruben. Valerie stated, “I
can’t believe all these people who
I have never met are here helping
us out.” The day was filled with
individuals from the Community
doing their part in helping to make
this event a success.
There were the football players from Wilson, young kids from
the Stallion Organization, our
close friends and family members,
parents from the Stallions and El
Sereno Extreme Cheer, Gabriel
Aguilar’s Biker friends who rolled
up on their Harley Davidson’s and
also donated over $700 to Valerie’s family, and individuals just
coming out to help us wash cars

story of Ruben and what his mother
is going through – I was touched
and knew even though I had never
met them, I had a God given responsibility to do my part in helping them out. No parent should
ever have to bury their own children and my heart and prayers go
out to Ruben and his Family. This
day was not about scoring touchdowns or winning a football game
but most importantly about scoring
a touchdown in Life and my wife
Tina and I felt good knowing that
we did our part in making sure this
event went well. It was rewarding
at the end of the day knowing that
Angel Isaiah and God were looking down with a smile and content
seeing us all do our act of kindness
to a family who desperately needed
it.” It is important to note that Tom
Rojas forwarded Ruben’s story to
his co-workers at the District Attorney’s Office and collected near-

From the time the car wash began
until it ended there were cars lined
up as people came out to support
this important event.
It was truly an amazing day that
brought this community together
and raised close to $8,000 dollars
to help pay for Ruben’s funeral arrangements. This event could not
have turned out the way it did if
it had not been for our family and
friends who went beyond what we
had expected them to do so and
reached out to help support Ruben’s family.
Tom Rojas shared this about why
he decided to help out.” When Jaime and Letitia shared with me the

ly $1,000 dollars from individuals
who also have never met Ruben but
wanted to do their part in showing
Valerie that she is not alone during
this time of sadness.
Also, Isaiah’s uncle Efren Urbina collected nearly $1,000 from
his co-workers to help out Valerie
and her family. Valerie at the end
of the car wash shared her appreciation by saying, “It has been a
very difficult time this past year for
my family and I can’t put into the
words the pain we have endured
dealing with the thought of losing
my son. I feel as if though at times
I am being punished and I keep
asking why my family and I have

By Jaime Urbina

Los Angeles, CA 90032

CERT

323.221.7400

CLASS OFFERED

www.thevoicepub.com

The Los Angeles Fire Department is holding a
disaster preparation course in Boyle Heights. This
CERT class is located at the RIO VISTA VILLAGE Community Room, 1310 Rio Vista Ave.,
Los Angeles 90023. Thursdays, October 16th
through November 20th from 6:30 to 9:30 pm.
Contact Araceli Valencia at (323) 266-2014 to sign
up for this course.
The Los Angeles Fire Department’s CERT
Program was developed because of the need for
a well-trained civilian emergency work force. The
CERT Program provides for community self-sufficiency through the development of multifunctional
response teams who act as an adjunct to the city’s
emergency services during major disasters. When
emergencies happen, CERT members can give
critical support to first responders, and provide immediate assistance to victims. CERT members can
also assist with non-emergency projects that help
improve the safety of the community. Through this
unique program, people from community organizations, business and industry, and city employee
groups will come together to respond as CERT
volunteers.

VOTE
NOVEMBER
4TH IT’S A
PRIVILEGE
NOT TO BE
TAKEN FOR
GRANTED!

*

to go through this. I
don’t know how I am
going to handle my
emotions once Ruben moves on with
the Lord but I am
extremely
Thankful that the Lord
and Isaiah brought
Jaime and Leticia
into my life because
they have introduced
me to their family
and extended loving
friends who like today have shown me
that I am not alone.
I can’t say it enough
but I just want everyone to know that my
boy Ruben felt the
Love today and this
is something I will
never forget. It’s not
the fact of how much
money was raised
but what mattered most was the
Love and Care all these people expressed toward my family, myself
and my boy Ruben. Thank You all
so much and you are all the real
Angels of this World.”
I also again would like to take
the opportunity to express my
heartfelt thanks to all the individuals for their active participation
in the car wash and would like to
extend my sincere appreciation
for all of your efforts in supporting this worthwhile event and for
allowing Ruben and his Family to
see that they are not alone during
this time of turmoil.
It can be best summarized by
what Wilson Football Player Anthony Denam stated about why
he came out to help out, “I had a
rough football game the night before as we beat a tough Garfield
Team and I woke up soar. I had
to wake up early because our team
had a team meeting and my body
wanted for me to go home and get
some rest after but my heart told
me to do the right thing and help
this family out. I came out because
I thought of things Ruben will not
experience in Life and of so many
things we take for granted. I have
also had a tough life but have
learned to focus on appreciating
of what I do have and not of what
I don’t have. That’s why I helped
out because I am thankful for what
I have and even though I was sore
washing all them cars, I know Ruben and his family are suffering
more.” Again Thank You and may
God continue blessing you and
your loved ones. Keep Ruben and
his Family in your prayers!
We have also coordinated one
more fundraiser for Ruben and his
Family. It will be held at Spikes
Bar & Billiards on the evening
of October 18th from 9:00pm
till closing. The address is 7813
Garvey Ave, Rosemead, CA
91770 and their phone number is
626-288-4366. Door entrance fee
of $10 will be donated to Valerie’s
family. We hope to see you all
there at Spikes!

Public Auto Auction
Subasta Publica
* EVERYONE WELCOME
* OVER 100 CARS PER WEEK
* NO ADMITTANCE FEE / BUYERS FEE

www.opg12.com

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00am
Inspeccion de Vehiculos

EVERY TUESDAY
at 9:00am
VEHICLE INSPECTION

A las 8:00AM

AT 8:00AM

101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143 * Fax: (213) 250.4360

Senator Feinstein Opposes
‘Dangerous’ Prop. 5
vision which is completely at
odds with the goal of reducing the role of illegal drugs
in our schools and communities. Proposition 5 should be
known as the “drug dealers
bill of rights.”
Proposition 5 is a dangerous initiative that would
cause far too much harm to
our families, schools and
communities.”
“For these reasons I join
with Mothers Against Drunk
Driving (MADD) and our
sheriffs, district attorneys
and probation officers in
urging all Californians to
oppose Proposition 5 on the
November ballot.”

BIKE RIDES
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
TUESDAY NIGHT RIDES 7pm
Meet at CHARO, 4301 Valley
Blvd, LA CA 90032
323.221.7400
SUNDAY OCTOBER, 12th
Long Beach International ICB
Run, Walk or Bike
Martathon 26.2 Miles
runlongbeach.com
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
TUESDAY OCTOBER 28th
GREAT PUMPKIN RIDE
Come Join us for a bike ride to go
try some Pumkin Pie
7pm
Meet at CHARO, 4301 Valley
Blvd, LA CA 90032
323.221.7400

ANNOUNCE YOUR BIKE EVENTS HERE!

United States Senator Dianne Feinstein officially announced her formal opposition to Proposition 5. The
Senator issued the following
statement:
“Not only would Prop 5 reduce accountability, it could
allow gang-members and
other criminals accused
of identity theft, domestic
violence, child abuse, car
theft, killing someone while
driving under the influence
and a host of other serious
crimes to effectively escape
prosecution.”
“Proposition 5 would also
shorten parole for methamphetamine dealers from three
years to just six months, a pro-

“Nothing compares to the simple pleasure of a bike ride.”
- John F. Kennedy, 35th U.S. President

GABE’S BIKE SHOP

Bicycle Sales • Parts
Seats • Helmets • Bike Racks
Accessories • Skateboards & Accessories
Service & Repair and much more!

Open
Mon - Sat
10-6

ASTRONAUT LANDS
IN EL SERENO
On Wednesday October 1st, kids
from El Sereno Elementary were
taken to a field trip that was out of
this world! This field trip was a very
different than most, they did not have
to load up on a school bus, nor did
they leave El Sereno. Tt was done
right in the school auditorium and
their guide was none other than Dr.
Peggy A. Whitson (PHD) a NASA
Astronaut which recently completed
a six month tour of duty aboard the
International Space Station as the
ISS Commander for Expedition 16
in April 2008.
As kids filled the school auditorium, THE VOICE interviewed Dr.
Whitson. At the same time the kids
were watching a pre-show prior to
the introduction of Dr. Whitson via
a power point presentation showing
space exploration pictures on a large
video screen. During our interview
we constantly heard many ooooh’s
and aaaahs from the kids every time
a new slide would change on the
screen.
Dr. Whitson told THE VOICE “I
remember being nine years old when
I first seen my first space walk, and
from that time on, I was fascinated
with space exploration and thought
Wow!, What a cool job!” Eight
years later as she was graduating
from high school, NASA had picked
the very first female Astronaut and
it just propelled her to aim for the
stars and continue her education in
Iowa at Wesleyan College where she
received her Bachelor of Science
degree in biology/chemistry. Then
she continued and graduated with
a doctorate in bio-chemistry from
Rice University in1985.
Principal Ally Ballard-Treptow
was very happy to give her kids a
chance to hear this guest speaker.
Treptow stated, “Dr. Whitson’s presentation was awesome. The kids
hear a lot about space exploration.
However, for kids to actually speak
with a real Astronaut that has been
up in space is special. It was very
important for our young children to
also see that a female Astronaut was
in command of the crew. When I
was young, we did not see that type
of role models or female principals
for that matter either. This is a valuable lesson to all children here and
abroad, there are no limits on what
they can accomplish.”
During Dr. Whitson’s video presentation, there was a portion of
the video that demonstrated lots of
the weightlessness and associated
task that must perform on a daily
basis such as exercise to maintain
muscles. After the video presentation, the students were allowed to
ask questions to Dr. Whitson. The
kids asked about basic things like
how does it feel to be in space? How
do you take a bath in space?, How
do you go to the restroom? (students really laughed out load at that
question), How cold and hot is the
temperature in space?, What do you
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eat in space?, How do you sleep in
space?. One little girl was so fascinated with the thought of going into
space she ask Dr. Whitson if she
could take her next time she travels.
Dr. Whitson is a very accomplished
person besides being an Astronaut
she has a very impressive resume
and has received numerous awards
and honors during her career including NASA Outstanding Leadership
Medal (2006); NASA Space Flight
Medal (2002). Two patents approved
(1997, 1998); Group Achievement
Award for Shuttle-Mir Program
(1996); NASA Exceptional Service
Medal (1995, 2003, 2006); NASA
Certificate of Commendation (1994)
among many others (too many to actually mention in this article)
She just completed a six month
mission which was Whitson’s second long-duration spaceflight. She
currently has the record as the U.S.
Astronaut with more time in space
and has accumulated 377 days in
space between the two missions,
the most for any U.S. astronaut and
20th among all space veterans. Her
missions included lots of construction and assembly of the space station. Whitson stated “My family is
very supportive of my endeavors.”
Whitson has performed a total of six
career space walks, adding up to 39
hours, 46 minutes, more than any
other woman.
The Expedition- 16 crew of Whitson and Cosmonaut Yuri Malenclenko launched on October 10, 2007
aboard a Soyuz TMA- 11 spacecraft
which docked with the International
Space Station on October 12, 2007.
During Expedition 16, as commander, Whitson oversaw the first expansion of the station’s living and working space in more than six years.
Dr. Whitson shared with the group
that you can actually see the space
station a couple of times a year from
your front yard.
Log on the internet to http://spaceflight1.nasa.gov/realdata/sightings/
cities/view.cgi?country=United_S
tates&region=California&city=Lo
s_Angeles and it will tell you when
to look into the sky to see the space
station as it fly’s over your area usually early mornings or at dusk.
As Dr. Whitson finished her presentation, three students who represent the schools student body and
are presidents from student council
presented Dr. Whitson with a couple
of gifts. Dr. Whitson thanked the
students from El Sereno Elementary and proceeded to present the
school with a collectors edition
signed poster of her famed Expedition 16. The signed dedication
reads “to the students of El Sereno,
Dream big and work to make those
dreams come true” She then stated “
do you think you can do that?” The
students responded in a united roar
“YES WE CAN” and followed up
with a grand applause for their guest
Dr. Whitson.

THINGS TO DO
SATURDAY, OCT 11TH
CONGRESS OF
NEIGHBORHOODS
COMMUNITY BUDGET DAY
W/ MAYOR VILLARAIGOSA
Public invitation for everyone
to spend this morning with
the Mayor.
LA City Hall
334-BE 2nd Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
FREE PARKING, FOOD ,
CHILDCARE, TRANSLATION
8:00am - 11:00am
213.485.1360
SAT - SUNDAY OCT 11th & 12th
OUR LADY HELP OF
CHRISTIANS ANNUAL
KERMESS
2024 Darwin Ave
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
10am -10pm
323.222.3913
SUNDAY, OCT 12th
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
SCHOOL
ANNUAL BARBACOA BBQ
4522 Browne Ave
Rose Hills, CA 90032
12pm -7pm
323.221.8187
SATURDAY, OCT 18TH
KIDS CLUB CRAFT MAKING
Haunted House: Make a model
of a spooky house or castle
7th & FIG
735 S. Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Lower Level Food Court Atrium
FREE 12 Noon 213.955.7150
FRIDAY, OCT 31ST
3rd ANNUAL LEGEND OF
CREEPY COLLIS
Collis Street between Via Mia
and Kendal St, in El Sereno,
CA 90032
FREE 323.226.1646
p - 8pm
p
5pm

SAVE
S
AVE THE DATE
DA
ATE
SUNDAY, NOV 9TH
ROMEYS IN THE HEIGHTS
CAFE GRAND OPENING
3510 North Broadway
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
323.224.9962
12 Noon
SATURDAY, NOV 22ND
LAUSD DISTRICT 5
HEALTH
&
FITNESS
CHALLENGE 2ND ANNUAL 5K / 1K RUN /WALK
2151 North Soto Street
El Sereno, CA 90032
323.224.3365
8:30am

Send Us Your
Events to
voicepub@gmail.com
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
On August 14th the issue was
further discussed at the City Planning Commission Public Hearing,
where the department of City Planning recommended implementation of the zone change. Community members in opposition vastly
outnumbered those in favor of the
zoning ordinance. An overwhelming majority of public comments
were passionately in opposition,
nevertheless the Commission voted
to accept the staff report for implementation.
This leads us to our story where
the approval of the LA-32 Neighborhood Council was being requested, therefore having been unable to obtain it, the next step is for
this issue to be brought up at the
City Council Planning Land Use
Management (PLUM) Committee,
whose membership includes Councilmember’s Ed Reyes and Jose
Huizar, both are proponents of the
zoning ordinance. The community
vows to continue challenging any
attempts by the bureaucrats at City
Hall to take away their rights or devalue their property values in any
way.

Lincoln High
School ROTC

The JROTC program has been a
part of the Lincoln Height's community and Lincoln High School
since 1919. Their mission is simple; to motivate young people to
become better citizens. The young
people have unique challenges
and the JROTC helps them meet
and overcome these challenges.
The retired Army instructors having more than 20 years of active
duty, and a heart for young people
and use their experience to teach
young people the importance of
citizenship.
Young people are given opportunities to lead others, participate
in competitive events, and learn
a comprehensive curriculum to
prepare for life after high school.
A focus of the program is to get
the cadets involved in the community by participating in community service activities. The goal
is for the cadets to make a positive
contribution to their community.
A common misperception of the
JROTC is that the youth are being
recruited for military service. This
is far from the truth. JROTC is not
a recruiting agency rather it encourages high education. The Lincoln high school JROTC program
is an essential part of the Lincoln
Heights Community.

with the proper support and
strong advocacy on our part,
there’s no reason why our students can’t successfully compete in the highest echelons of
the academic world.” To find
out more about the school or the
Computers for Youth Program at
El Sereno, interested parties can
visit the website at: www.elserenoms.org, or contact the school
at (323) 224-4700.
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Welcome back, Jaguars to the
start of the 2008 school year. I
am very excited to tell you about
various programs and projects
that are sure to make your experience at El Sereno Middle
School a success.
El Sereno Middle School has
begun a 2.5 million dollar modernization project to improve and
up-grade our school facilities.
The following are projects under
construction: 1) the entire school
will be repaved; 2) four science
classes are being up-graded to
promote science instruction,
accommodate laboratory experiments and provide safety
for students. To accomplish this
we are adding new cabinets,
counters and water wash basins;
3) installation of a new shade
shelter outside the lunch area
to provide our students protections from the rain and heat of
the sun; 4) installation of a “state
of the art” computer lab in the
old auto shop building (shop 3);
and finally, 5) a rod-iron security
fence will be installed along the
upper field perimeter to increase
campus safety.
To continue our efforts and
commitment to improve student
achievement we are providing a “binder” to every student
and require them to bring it to
school everyday. All students
will be taught and encouraged
to use and take Cornell notes in
all classes. Jaguars are expected
to keep all class work organized
in your binders to make study at
home more productive.
Our dedicated teachers have
devoted an entire week to prepare
for the beginning of the school
year. They have been trained in
various teaching strategies to assist in the development of rigorous lessons to improve student
learning.
Everyone is very excited with
the results of our test scores. We
have improved in every area.
This improvement demonstrates
your ability to do better. This
year I expect each of you to
work even harder to reach your
true potential. I know you can do
it and I will not settle for less.
Jaguars, remember, a teacher’s
job is to teach and your job is to
learn.
I look forward to a successful
academic year and truly believe
that you will do your best to excel at school and make El Sereno
Middle School students the pride
of the El Sereno Community.
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Governor Schwarzenegger signed
Assistant Majority Leader Kevin
de León’s Assembly Bill 2569,
which will prevent family members from losing their individual
healthcare coverage through rescission. The measure will also
hold insurance agents and brokers
accountable for the information
they submit to health plans and insurers on behalf of their clients.
“When health care coverage is
rescinded, it is absolutely devastating and can drive families into
bankruptcy due to unpaid medical bills,” said Assistant Majority
Leader De León. “This measure
will protect family members when
a rescission occurs, and ensure
that insurance brokers and agents
act responsibly to keep individuals
from losing their health care coverage.”
AB 2569 will implement new
consumer protections by prohibiting health plans and insurers from
revoking an entire family’s coverage based on misinformation from
a single family member, and require the health plan or insurer to
continue health care coverage for
all of the family members covered
prior to the rescission. This bill
also places a duty on insurance
agents and brokers to attest that
they assisted applicants in answering health questions completely
and accurately, and to explain to
applicants the risks and potential
consequences of not providing
complete and accurate information. Insurance agents and brokers that fail to fulfill these duties
would be subject to civil penalties
of up to $10,000 per violation.
“Rescission” occurs when health
care coverage is retroactively cancelled due to a health plan or insurer’s determination that the contract
or policy never should have existed
due to missing or incomplete information submitted by the applicant. The Department of Managed
Health Care (DMHC) has been
grappling with this issue, and recently negotiated settlements with
health plans to reinstate coverage
for patients whose policies were
dropped.
AB 2569 is supported by Health
Access California, Latino Coalition for a Healthy California, California School Employees Association, Californians for Disability
Rights, and other consumer advocacy groups. The provisions of AB
2569 will take effect on January 1,
2009.
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HILLSIDE
ORDINANCE

Governor Signs
Legislation
to Protect
Family
EL SERENO
MIDDLE SCHOOL Members from
Losing Health
COMPUTERS
Care Coverage
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Face Painting
213.220.9507

Banquetes Michoacan

* Barbacoa
* Enchiladas
* Taquitos
* Pambazos

* Chicharron en Salsa
* Costillitas de Puerco
* Aguas Frecas

Menudo para llevar Los Domingos
7am -10am

Pregunte por Mafeida

(562) 296-3385
Let These Businesses know You Seen
them In THE VOICE
EVICTION DEFENSE ATTORNEY– HERE FOR YOU
Office: 323-482-1100 1125 W 6th Street, Suite 300
Fax: 323-482-1112 Los Angeles, CA 90017
Email: Azuka@um.att.com
We are here to help. We will fight your case!
Summons and Complaint
3-day Notices to pay rent or quit
3-day Notices to perform covenant or quit
3-day Notices to quit
30-day Notice to Terminate Tenancy
60-day Notice to Terminate Tenancy
24 Hour Notice to Enter Dwelling
90-day Notice for Section 8
This is only an advertisement no attorney client relationship is anticipated.
Se Habla Espanol

William Aparicio
TAX PREPARATION, INC

(323) 223-3486
3 5 10 N orth Broad way, Lin coln He igh ts , CA 9 0 0 3 1

GREG’s
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Specializing in:
Tune-ups, Brakes,
All Major Repairs

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up
Service

GREG EISELE
(323) 227-4774

4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032

El Luchador Del Pueblo
Jaime Gutierrez, Esq.
Abogado / Attorney

562.321.5950
elsuperxicano@hotmail.com
6709 Greenleaf Ave, Ste 202, Whittier, CA 90601

LAPD Officials Concerened
Over Rash of Copper Thefts
Across The City
LAPD Hollenbeck Division
Captain Chow calls it an epidemic. In one theft thieves got away
with 1,500 feet of copper wiring.
Copper is bought for more than
$3 a pound. Thieves have been
able to steal the copper wiring
from street lights, leaving some
neighborhoods in the dark.
This year alone there have been
700 copper wire thefts affecting
some 4,000 street lights. There are
220,000 street lights in the city of
L.A. Just in one day this month
there were Eleven street wiring
thefts reported. They found out
when residents call in that there
is no power at their homes when
they got back from work.
Copper wire recyclers pay about
$3.50 a pound, but for the city of
L.A. the thefts have cost taxpayers hundreds of thousands of dollars. “Just the first year we kept
track, which was ‘07-’08, we had
practically 750,000 feet of street
lighting cable stolen from the city
of Los Angeles, at a cost of close
to a million dollars to replace
that. That’s out of our city budget. That’s money that should be
going to fixing the street lights,
replacing light outages, and not
chasing around after the wire
thefts,” said Chris Mosman from
the Bureau of Street Lighting.
The most recent copper thefts
reported cases include:
1. August 29th to 30th at the
2300 block of East 7th Street
2. August 29th to September 2nd
at 1600 East 6th Street
3. September 4th to 6th at Pecan
Street and Kohler Street
4. September 7th at 6th Street
and Breed Street
5. September 5th to 8th at the
1400 block of East 1st Street
6. September 9th to 17th at the
300 block of North Mission Rd
7. September 10th to 22nd at 6th
Street and Breed Street
8. September 22nd at Boyle Ave
and Short Street
“Often times as in some of these
cases here, thieves are stealing
wire from the city’s infrastructure
that has a large negative impact
upon community safety and lighting,” said Capt. Chow.

Schools and private industries
have also been victimized. As reported in THE VOICE a couple of
months ago Wilson High School
and Multnomah Elementary
School both in El Sereno were
hit and a couple of days later a
school in the Valley also was hit.
THE VOICE offices fell victim
to the crime on two separate occasions a couple of months ago
as well. We learned first hand on
how thieves leave a burden when
they strike. Our offices are located in the CHARO building on
Valley Blvd., in El Sereno. In
this caper the thieves targeted the
copper water pipes outside the
building. When we returned to
our office on a Monday morning
we found out that there was no
water in the entire building which
affected over fifteen businesses
which are housed in the building.
Most of the businesses closed for
the day due to no restroom facilities.
On another occasion the warehouse located in the rear of the
building were stripped of copper
electrical wiring, leaving a manufacturing business in the dark.
These thieves are smart individuals equipped with tools and
knowledge on how water and
power systems operate. They
know what valves to turn off before they cause a flood and bring
unwanted attention to them, and
know what cables to cut off first
in order for them not to be electrocuted or cause anyone from
coming in contact with the left
over wires from getting hurt.
There are many other thefts being made to abandoned or vacant
buildings in the area that go unreported because no one is there
to turn on the water or lights on
a daily basis. Police are asking
for help in building a case against
two men who were arrested last
month for wire theft. They were
in a distinctive red van with some
markings. However, no charges
were filed because there were no
witnesses who saw the two men
actually steal the wire. If you see
anybody suspicious or trying to
steal the wire, you’re asked to call
the police.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
TO THE VOICE
KEEP YOUR COMMUNITY
INFORMED!

Renters Meeting
Scheduled
All Invited
The California Renters Organizing Committee is a group of
renters, who like you, rent from
the state of California. Many of
us feel the need to have more
information about our rights as
renters from the state.
With that in mind, we would
like to invite you to join us in an
informal meeting to reintroduce
ourselves and to listen to each
others’ questions and stories,
and learn from those that have
much experience on the question
of renters’ rights. We can then
program other relevant self-help
workshops if you wish.
For this gathering we have
brought together an impressive
panel of lawyers, who at no cost
to you will address questions on
subjects like the Roberti Bill and
your rights under this legislation.
Other questions may be on Caltrans practices like maintenance,
evictions and rental increases.
Many of you can also contribute
invaluable specific information
that has been gained through your
own experience.
The legal panel has confirmed
and will include: Attorney Pete
Navarro, who was a tenant and
an organizer of the 710 corridor,
Attorney Elena Popp, an authority on tenants’ rights and a founder of Coalition for Economic Survival, Attorney David Etezadi
an expert on unlawful eviction,
and Attorney Christopher Sutton an authority on Cal-trans and
litigation on behalf of tenants.
All of this to try to update ourselves and to come together as
neighbors with lots in common.
We will also provide at no charge
“California Tenants, a guide to
Residential Tenants’ and Landlords’ rights and Responsibilities” over 100 pages of great information.
We ask that, if you can, bring
refreshments, fruit or whatever
you like (pot luck). This of course
is not required. We will meet on
Saturday, October 18th at the El
Sereno Senior Center located at
the corner of Eastern and Klamath (4818 Klamath) at 2 in the
afternoon.
We know you are busy and have
many demands on your time but
in this time of turmoil in the housing sector we all need to hear our
questions and provide ourselves
answers. Please feel free to invite as many others as you wish.
Please RSVP using the form below. To RSVP please call us at
(323) 344-8012 and leave a message or email us at rfca1roc31@
gmail.com for more information.
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Woodrow Wilson High School
JROTC Mule Battalion
School Year 08-09
The Woodrow Wilson Mule Battalion started out their 2008-2009
school year with less than thirty
cadets in the entire battalion. It
was a great challenge for our Staff
and Leadership Cadets to get other
students interested into joining the
JROTC Program. We attended the
Freshmen Orientation (August 23)
and visited most of the P.E. classes
to give Wilson Students a brief history of JROTC. Suddenly, student
interested drastically increased
throughout the entire student body
about the Mighty Mule Battalion.
By the end of September, we went
from less then thirty cadets to one
hundred and three cadets. And
each week that number seems to
be increasing in our battalion.
What may have caught Wilson
Students attention into wanting to
be part of Wilson’s Mighty Mule
Battalion? Rumors say that it had
a lot to do with the P.T. (Physical
Training) Camp that we have during Spring Break in the month of
April. Others still strongly think it
is the biggest event in the JROTC
History, known to everybody as
the Military Ball. During the Valentines Day weekend JROTC
host the largest formal event in
the school district throughout the
year.
Over 2,500 cadets, parents,
teachers, administrators, school
board members and other dignitaries attend this JROTC formal ball. Parents’ opinion is that
it must have been the fact that
Leadership is being developed as
well as physical appearance. For
whatever reason students sign up
for this class, will be hard to determine because there is a lot of
fun motivated events happening in
JROTC. We have numerous events
that consist of physical training,
marching drills, leadership abili-

ties, academic achievement, or
just to have fun. Everybody finds
an event more amusing then others will. That way we get to have
different students that come from
different backgrounds into our
JROTC Program.
This school year, Law Magnet
Students have found to be more
involved in JROTC then from
our previous school years. We
have more cadets coming in that
are participating a lot more and
it makes Woodrow Wilson High
School look outstanding.
Our cadets have been demonstrating in class activities that
they are capable of getting the job
done without having to be constantly reminded. They all seem
to be spreading great gossip about
Wilson’s JROTC Program. As I
previously stated ‘each week that
number [of cadets] seems to be increasing in our battalion.’
JROTC’s mission has always
been to motivated young people
to become better citizenships, we
are not here to recruit you into any
branch of the Military. We are here
to help develop leadership characteristics and physical appearance.
We want to build up motivation
throughout our Battalion by having a lot more communication
within our Wilson JROTC cadets,
compared to our previous years.
At the end of the school year,
we want to be able to hear that our
cadets had an amazing experience
in JROTC. Hopefully this could all
be accomplished and a lot more!
We invite community leaders, parents, family members and others
to come and visit our program.
We are positive, highly motivated,
participating members of our community. Wish us LUCK to our new
beginning of our Awesome Mighty
Mule Battalion of 08-09!

GO
MIGHTY
MULES

NEW
New METRO
Metro
TILESince
CO. SINCE1982
1982
Tile Company

WORLDWIDE SELECTION
OF CERAMIC TILES
WORLD
WIDE SELECTION
YOUR ONE STOP TILE CENTER
OFAVAILABLE
CERAMIC TILES
DELIVERY

RWilliams

Termite Control & Home Care, Inc.
Ron Williams
Operations Manager

YOUR
STOP TILE CENTER
DESIGNONE
CONSULTING
EXTENSIVE AVAILABLE
SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE
DELIVERY
SPECIAL HELP FOR DO-IT-YOURSELFERS

DESIGN CONSULTANTS
EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE
SPECIAL
FOR DO-IT-YOURSELFS
* HAND HELP
CRAFTED
* TUMBLED STONE
CERAMIC TILES
GLASSCRAFTED
* METAL
* HAND
*CERAMIC
POOL/SPA
TILES
* GLASS * METAL
* POOL / SPA

& MOSAIC
** CUSTOM
PAINTED
TUMBLED
STONE
MURALS
TILE & STONE
AND MOSAIC

10 Years Experience
www.RWilliamsTermite.com
Ron@RWilliamsTermite.com

* CUSTOM PAINTED

MURALS TILE & STONE
323-221-1144

(323)
221-1144
MON-FRI 7:00AM-5:00PM
SAT.
8:00AM-2:30PM
LA, CA 90032

Fremont
Fremon
Fre
F
remon
montt Ave
Ave

Please Check out our Website
WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM
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O
TILE
ILE

Covina
Cov
C
ina St
St..

(2 BLOCKS WEST OF FREMONT)
5477
ALHAMBRA AVE
WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM
EL SERENO, CA 90032

ALHAMBRA
ALH
HAMB
BRA AVE
AVE
(7 BLOCKS
S WEST
S OF FREMONT)

19740 Jolora Ave.
Corona, CA 92881
P: 951.264.0457
F: 951.520.9156

Valdez’s

MON - FRI 7AM - 5:00PM
323-221-7366
SAT
8AM - 2:30PM
5477
ALHAMBRA
AVENUE
FAX
323-221-7366
FAX:

Warwick
Warwic
War
W
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kA
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HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Advertise Your Business In This Section Of THE VOICE

Morris

Plumbing & Heating
Water Heaters, Floor and Wall Heaters, Copper Repiping,
Disposals - Sewer Cleaning, Water and Gas Leak Detection
Air Conditioning and Heating

Morris Valdez

(323) 223-0871
(626) 484-0239

24 H o u r E m ergen cy S er v ice
Specialist in Repairs & Installation
Serving the Northeast Los Angeles Community Since 1986
State Lic# 617754
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Reyes Goes to Bat for Dodgertown
City Council approves motion that
renames Dodger property as
‘Dodgertown’ with its own zipcode

Former Cathedral High
School student was killed
in Hit and Run after
football game
The victim has been identified
by family members on scene as
Jose Francisco Silva, 48, of Pico
Rivera. Silva was struck and
killed around 10:15 p.m. on Saturday, September 27th when according to witnesses the motorist
ran a red light and struck him in
a crosswalk at Bishop Road and
North Broadway.
Guadalupe Silva the victims
wife stated “we had just finished
watching the Cathedral football
team play” Cathedral was Jose
Silva’s alma mater. Jose was
headed to retrieve the family vehicle, and was crossing the street
in a marked crosswalk when he
was struck by a speeding vehicle
headed southbound on Broadway
according to Los Angeles police
officials. The vehicle was described as a white or tan Chevy
Suburban or Jeep Cherokee, police said. It likely has front-end
damage and possibly a cracked
windshield.
Silva landed on the hood of the
vehicle and hit the windshield,
then slid off and was run over,
police said. He was transported
to a local hospital and later died
of extensive blunt force injuries,
police said.
Silva graduated from Cathedral
High School in 1980, and later
from Occidental College with a
major in Spanish Literature and
Economics. He has since held
employment at Raytheon in El
Segundo for 25 years and was a
Business Manager.

A resolution by Councilmember Ed P. Reyes, that renames the
area around Dodger Stadium as
Dodgertown, was unanimously
approved by the Los Angeles City
Council today by an 11-0 vote.
Specifically, Reyes’ motion,
calls for the Postmaster General
to redraw a zip code boundary
to be referred to as Dodgertown.
This area covers the 276-acre
Dodger Stadium, property which
is generally bounded by
Academy Drive to the north,
Lookout Drive to the south, Stadium Way to the west and Academy Drive/Solano Avenue to the
east.
“We hope to have a new Dodgertown zip code by the end of the
year,”
said Reyes, whose district includes Dodger Stadium. “Dodgertown is about celebrating and
memorializing the great tradition
that the Dodgers have brought to
this town.” His motion comes as
the Los Angeles Dodgers ready
for their National League Champion Series Thursday against the
Philidelphia Phillies.
“Dodgertown has always been
a place in our hearts and in our
minds,” said Dodgers President
Jamie McCourt. “Whether on the
field or in our thoughts, Dodger-

Silva married his wife Guadalupe on June 20th 1987. He
also was a volunteer who worked
with children in the community.
Family members and friends remembered Silva as a kind and
generous man who was dedicated
to community service, education
and helping underprivileged children.
“Anybody that knew him or
even met him would know the
type of person that he is. He
was a very special person, and he
showed his love to me and his son
every day” stated his wife Guadalupe. Silva was born and raised
in Lincoln Heights before moving to Pico Rivera in 1991.
In a Fox 11 interview, Silva’s
9-year-old son, Christopher, said
his father always taught him never to give up. Christopher stated
“You should be ashamed of yourself for not stopping,” the boy
spoke of the driver of the vehicle
that killed his father.
“It hasn’t hit yet,” stated his widow, Lupe Silva (47), “I feel numb,
Very numb. I’m here for my son,
but I know it hasn’t hit yet.”
On Sunday night, a day after
the incident a 19-year-old Inglewood man turned himself in to
Central Traffic detectives around
6:45 p.m., police said. The suspect was identified as Tavion
Tyree Singleton, who was booked
on suspicion of felony hit and run
and was being held in lieu of
$50,000 bail.

Tuesday,
November
4th, 2008

town evokes images of romance,
family, and optimism for Dodgers fans all over the world. It is
a destination for families from
all walks of life. We hope that
Dodger Stadium and its surrounding area reflect that community culture and help us all
realize those beautiful dreams.
We are most appreciative of this
gracious gesture.”
Reyes’ resolution honors the
historic Dodger stadium as it
undergoes a multimillion dollar
renovation scheduled to be completed in time for the stadium’s
50th anniversary in 2012. The
five-year, $500 million plan modernizes the ballpark with a promenade, restaurants, shops,
Dodger history museum and a
“Top of the Park” outdoor deck
area. Dodger Stadium, which
opened in 1962, is the third oldest stadium in Major League
Baseball.
“The original ‘Dodgertown’
comes from what the organization called their Vero Beach,
Florida spring training home,”
said Reyes. “In 2009, the team
will be starting their spring training in Glendale, Arizona.
The move signifies ‘Dodgertown’
moving out west.”

OCTOBER is
Domestic Violence
Awareness Month
Several community members
took to the streets of El Sereno
to bring community awareness
to Domestic Violence.
This is the 5th Annual El
Sereno Families Against Domestic Violence “Walking in
Peace March”. The event was
spearheaded by Aurora Perez
at Mi Casita Parent Center at El
Sereno Middle School, with the
assistance of Calvary Chapel El
Sereno, All Saints Church, Barrio
Action Youth and Family Center
and State Assemblymember Kevin De Leon 45th District, Councilmember Jose Huizar, and the
Hollenbeck Police Department.
As the marchers assembled at
El Sereno Middle School a prayer
was lead by Deacon Pedro Rojas
of All Saints Catholic Church,
followed by a greeting from State
Assemblymember Kevin De
Leon, who spoke in both English
and Spanish.
The march worked its way
down Eastern Avenue lead by the
Honorary Mayor of El Sereno Amed
Lopez, who kept the crowd cheering “No More Violence”. The
group made a right on Huntington
Drive, to Poplar Ave and ended at
Calvary Chapel, were the congregation greeted the marchers with
cheers and applause. There was
hot coffee, tamales, chicken, donuts, pan dulce (Mexican Sweet
Bread), along with refreshments.
Pastor Frank Flores prayed
over the safety of the community,
and a couple of domestic violence survivors gave testimony of
the tragedy family members have
gone thru and the healing process
thereafter. The organizers thank
all of their sponsors for making
this event a success.

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE SCHOOL

VOTE FOR /
VOTE PARA

MANUEL “MANNY”
ALDANA JR.
FOR STATE ASSEMBLY
46th DISTRICT

De Nuestra Comunidad,
Para Nuestra Comunidad!!!
ALDANA

Featuring the Best

PEREZ

How many years living
in our district?

38 YEARS

0

Cuantos años viviendo
en nuestro distrito?

38 AÑOS

0

Supports an annual balanced budget with no deficit
Apoya un balance presupuestal anual sin deficet
Supports incentives for manufacturers to create jobs
Apoya incentivos para manufactoras a deber de crear trabajos
Opposes raising taxes (sales, gasoline, car, etc.)
Se opone al alsa de impuestos (al consumidor, gasolina,
automovil, etc.)
Supports competitive and motivational incentives to keep students in school
Apoya incentivos estudiantiles competitivos y con asensos
pertinentes, a deber de mantener al estudiante en la escuela
ALDANA FOR STATE ASSEMBLY 08’ I.D. #1306135

“BARBACOA” BBQ
Games * Fun * Live Entertainmnet
Fun For The Entire Family
4522 Browne Ave, Rose Hills, CA 90032

323.221.8187
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CSULA HEARST HONOR GIVES
STEAM TO NURSING DREAM
Former gang-member, future registered nurse Kimberely Suarez aims to help others heal
By definition a hard life is not
easy; and turning one around can
be downright painful. Kimberely
Suarez knows.
A 26-year-old junior in Cal
State L.A.’s nursing program, she
is undergoing a series of 11 laserburning treatments to remove old
English tattoos from up and down
her arms. Despite a topical anesthetic, it hurts much more than
getting tattoos in the first place.
Indeed, she says, it hurts more
than a C-section—and she’s had
two. But tattoo removal is just
another step forward along the
path toward becoming an effective and respected nurse.
Suarez has been on that path
steadily for several years after
spending most of her adolescence as a gang member in East
Los Angeles. She plans to graduate with a bachelor of science in
nursing in 2010.
Inspired by her perseverance
and academic excellence, the
California State University Board
of Trustees on Tuesday, Sept.
16, will bestow upon Suarez its
2008-09 William R. Hearst/CSU
Trustees’ Award for Outstanding
Achievement.
Accompanied by her mother
and two young sons, she will be
one of 23 students from throughout the 23-campus CSU system
whom the board will honor at its
meeting in Long Beach.
Suarez’s tattoos appeared in a
life chapter that began with dropping out of school at age 13 and
joining a gang in East Los Angeles. She did time in juvenile hall
and on probation while too many
of her neighborhood friends were
killed. She went to a continuation
school outside of her community

because of gang-rivalry issues.
“I wondered,” she says, “What
do you do when you turn 18 and
you’re still alive?’
She worked for minimum
wage at a car rental and for low
pay taping drywall. “It was hard
work, and I wasn’t making an
impact on anybody’s lives,” she
says.
Now a graduate of East Los
Angeles College and the 26-yearold mother of two toddler boys,
she is intensely focused on becoming a nurse, inspired by the
care she received when her first
son was born three years ago (her
youngest son is 2).
She also once a month provides guidance to at-risk youth
emerging from a “last-chance”
high school program at the Estrada Courts Community Center
– the “projects” by her house.
“I let them know if you want to
be self-sufficient, you can do it.
It takes education,” she says. “It
means more from someone who’s
been in their situation. I tell them,
‘I come from where you come
from.’” And she plans to return
someday as a nurse at County/
USC hospital. Meanwhile, she
heads resolutely forward–and
tries to encourage and guide others in her community to find their
own brighter future.
In his letter nominating Suarez for
the Hearst/CSU Trustees Award,
Cal State L.A. President James
M. Rosser wrote: “Based on her
extensive volunteerism helping
at-risk youth in her old neighborhood steer clear of—or escape
from—the pitfalls she once encountered, I am confident that her
continuing academic success will

lead her to help positively redirect the lives of many others and,
in so doing, help transform her
community.
“Her instructors consistently portray her as an individual
whose exemplary academic performance is marked by sincerity,
initiative and engagement—characteristics that will contribute
greatly to her future success as a
nurse and community health advocate for youth.
“Through her persistence and
resilience,” Rosser wrote, “she
has overcome great challenges,
achieved scholarly distinction,
and advanced her clear and abiding passion to make the world a
better, safer and healthier place.”

HALLOWEEN
TIPS FROM
LAPD HOLLENBECK
DIVISION CAPTAIN
BLAKE CHOW
Halloween has been celebrated
on October 31st in the United
States since the early 1800’s and
is traditionally a family-oriented
holiday when children get to dress
up and enjoy candy and other
treats. In order to assist the Los
Angeles community in enjoying
this fun-filled holiday as safely as
possible, please!
Children should never be allowed to go out alone on Halloween and you should never eat
any treats until they have been
examined. Make sure that all fruit
should be cut and closely examined before eating. Advise your
children that they should never
enter strangers’ homes.

‘Wounded in America’
A tribute to gun
violence survivors
‘Wounded in America’ exhibition at Cal State L.A. now open
through Dec. 6
According to the National Crime
Victimization Survey in 2005,
477,040 victims of violent crimes
stated that they faced an offender
with a firearm. According to the
Coalition to Stop Gun Violence,
more than 80 Americans die from
gun violence daily.
Through photographs and personal narratives, the Cal State
L.A. exhibition, “Wounded in
America”—the work of Chicago
photographer Robert Drea and
writer Stephanie Arena—tells the
wr
powerful stories of more than 40
po
gun violence survivors. The travgu
eling exhibition is on display now
through Dec. 6 at the John F. Kennedy Memorial Library, on the Cal
State L.A. campus.
Described in their own words,
the survivors across the United
States contributed their first-hand
experiences during tape-recorded
interviews. Excerpts of some audio segments can be heard at http://
woundedinamerica.org/.
The portraits of the participants
were taken at the scene of the

shooting incident whenever it was
possible.
“Wounded in America” aims to
document the histories and portraits of gun violence survivors,
in order that viewers and readers
can learn from the tragic incidents.
It’s a humanitarian call to end gun
violence.
University Librarian Alice
Kawakami said, “One of the most
compelling issues surrounding this
exhibit is the fact that the survivors
and their stories are so diverse.”
The exhibition is hosted by
the University Library and the
Pat Brown Institute at Cal State
L.A. The Los Angeles exhibit of
“Wounded in America” is funded
in part by a grant from The California Wellness Foundation (TCWF).
Created in 1992 as an independent, private foundation, TCWF’s
mission is to improve the health of
the people of California by making grants for health promotion,
wellness education and disease
prevention.
For more information, contact the
University Library at 323-3433988 or the Pat Brown Institute at
323-343-3770.

NOW IS THE TIME TO
STEP UP AND HELP YOUR
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SMALL BUSINESSES:
KEEP YOUR SANITY IN THIS
RECESSION, SERIOUSLY!!!
Recession Or No
Recession? That
is the question
By Victor M. Quinones, CPA, of
Miguel A. Jorge, Inc., that helps
small businesses increase their
sales and cash flow, all while
keeping the IRS away.
Wherever you look you hear
the same cry: “The situation is
very bad!”, “Jobs and sales are
very low.” It is true that many industries are not doing financially
well, especially small businesses.
For some of those affected by
the change it was surprising and
dramatic, but for others it was the
last push needed to fall over the
cliff.
However, as owners of small
businesses, we are the ones responsible for the success or failure of our companies. We have
the responsibility to leave the
complaints, anger, and fear aside,
and to face the bull by the horns.
Nobody else will do it for us.
The reality is that if we fail to lift
ourselves up, nobody else will be
responsible. Recession or not the
slowdown is obvious.
The following are some ideas
to keep an open mind and create
the necessary change to survive
and move forward.
1. The fundamentals haven’t
changed. We see it in our favorite restaurant. You know the one
that’s always full and there is
almost always a wait for a table.
These are businesses that ap-

preciate and constantly focus on
maintaining and satisfying their
best clientele. Being able to do
this and maintain a consistent
level of service is an art very difficult to maintain, but has the effect of converting your clientele
into fans and cheerleaders of your
business.
Let’s not forget that what sets
apart the small business is its individualized and personalized attention to the customer.
2. It’s never too late to try something new. Constantly have small
experiments that test new markets
and selling different products to
the same customer. It’s a lot more
difficult to get new clients than
maintain and grow your relationship with the ones you already
have.
Instead of selling the same old
product to the same client, why
not try to benefit the client by offering different but related products? For example, a printing
shop expands and offers flyer distribution and direct mail services
as a package? Almost no printers
offer anything other than the traditional printing services.
3. Never Stop Learning! Learn
to use different techniques and
tricks to market to your list of
clients! Walk into any bookstore
and you’ll find aisles and aisles of
books with ideas on how to run
your business better, including
how to take advantage of your
existing client list, which can be
a gold mine waiting to be discovered. Why not help your clientele and their friends and relatives
take advantage of your services?

School days, school days,
dear old broken rules days
Antonio wants union, student
protections thrown out at his 10
LAUSD schools
By Ron Kaye

You got to love life’s little ironies like Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa figuring out one month into
the school year and three years
after he wanted to take over all of
LAUSD that there’s 86 state laws
that make it impossible to run
good schools.
No kidding, he’s cut a quiet
deal with LAUSD to seek state
a waiver from the 86 state laws
that protect teachers and students from administrators who
think they can do anything they
want with public money. And the
school unions are mad as hell.
So here’s the guy who started
as a teachers union organizer,
the man who these days brings
companies to their knees in labor disputes and now suddenly
he wants to “waive all laws that
can be waived.” because he finds
requirements on teacher certification, math training, the employee
merit system, student promotion,
student retention and dozens other issues.
“Everyone agrees that the regulations imposed by Sacramento
have taken dollars away from
our classrooms and wasted them
on the bureaucracy,” mayoral
spokeswoman Emma Soichet reported to the Daily News’ George
Sanchez.
A lot of people who said the
same thing for years like the Valley school breakup movement
and other reformers got the cold
shoulder from Antonio and his
You may email your questions pals but this time it’s different.
or comments at victor@majtax. “We need to do this quickly becom or leave a message at 323- cause things have not been working in the district for a long time,”
488-9400.
For example, there are attorneys
that never bother to dust up their
old files to create a prior client
list.
Why can’t the attorney publish
a monthly newsletter that informs
but at the same time shows past
clients and their friends how to
use the law in their favor? Almost none do this!
4. You got to remain positive!
Everyone from your clients, vendors and employees wait for your
reaction to the current economic
conditions.
The ones that depend on your
leadership will be deeply affected
by your attitude and appearance.
Be realistic, but don’t roll up into
a ball like everyone else. We have
enough barers of bad news.
If you need to take drastic actions, take them. Whatever your
plan of action, dust yourself off
and keep moving forward without complaining or crying.
We can survive any slowdown
by following the basic fundamentals of obsessively serving
our clientele. It’s important to
recognize, appreciate and use the
resources that we have.
Big business cannot give the attention to detail that we can. But
we cannot move forward without
staying positive. As a last resort,
we cannot help but be thankful
for our good humor and health
and the wellbeing of our families.

RISING
GAS
PRICES
DRIVING
YOU
MAD?

said school board president Monica Garcia.
UTLA head A.J. Duffy calls the
secret process “absolutely appalling” and other union leaders offer
similar sentiments. Welcome to
the club, that’s how every activist
in town feels -- it’s all back room
deals as if we’re all idiots who
don’t matter.
The state budget was three
months late, tax revenues are falling and California is nearly broke
no wonder there’s nine bond and
tax issues on the ballot
How could the world’s sixth
largest economy get into such
trouble? Could it be the political
system is what’s really bankrupt?
Nah, it’s all Washington’s fault.
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
and state Treasurer Bill Lockyer
are in a lather because no one will
lend the state $7 billion to pay its
bills and it will run out of cash
before the month’s end.
The credit crunch is the immediate cause but the real reason
is years of overspending and the
failure of state officials to make
tough decisions. Nothing shows
the political bankruptcy more
clearly than the fact that the city,
schools, community colleges,
MTA and state think this is the
right time to borrow billions of
dollars and raise taxes on people
who are losing their jobs left and
right and can’t pay their food,
fuel and mortgage bills.
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LA CITY Renewed Commitment
to Ensure Immigrant Communities
Adequately Prepare for
Major Emergencies
As Emergency Preparedness
Month comes to an end, Councilmembers José Huizar and Wendy Greuel called on a renewed
commitment from the City of Los
Angeles to ensure that immigrant
communities are adequately prepared to deal with major emergencies.
Recent disaster response crises nationwide illustrate how language barriers and isolation from
public agencies combine to increase the vulnerability of many
residents. And a 2008 Tomás
Rivera Policy Institute study
suggests that Latino and Asian
immigrant communities are less
prepared and have more difficulty
receiving emergency information
than others.
“Natural disasters and other
tragedies strike without concern for language abilities,” said
Councilmember José Huizar,
who introduced City legislation
to look closer at the issue following the release of the Rivera
study. “They affect rich and poor,
native and foreign born. An inability to communicate with limited-English speaking residents
during a major catastrophe can
severely impact public safety for
all Angelenos.”
The news conference held by
city officials drew on the expertise and resources of City agencies and community organizations to help limited-English
speaking residents and immigrant
communities receive emergency
preparedness instructions, as well
as teaching them about available
resources once disaster strikes.
“The July earthquake put our
City to the test,” said Councilwoman Wendy Greuel.
“It’s
only a matter of time before the
next natural disaster strikes the
Southland, and we want to ensure
our residents, especially the nonEnglish speaking communities,
are prepared in case of an emergency. “
Councilmembers Seek Immi-

grant Communities Prepared for
Emergencies Immigrant families
are especially vulnerable when
disaster strikes due to isolation,
limited English skills, and inadequate knowledge about information and resources available during emergencies.
A failure to communicate during an emergency not only can
hinder a swift and effective response but can needlessly separate families and delay essential
support and services.
“Since Los Angeles is a point
of entry for immigrants throughout the world, disaster preparedness emphasizes that language is
one of the central factors in adequately reaching these communities,” said Dr. Harry Pachón, from
the Tomás Rivera Policy Institute, which along with the Asian
Pacific American Legal Center,
conducted the disaster preparedness study on urban immigrant
communities. “It is essential for
our service personnel and government officials to provide immigrants with educational materials
and emergency information that
can be clearly understood.”
The Councilmembers called on
Los Angeles, with its substantial
immigrant population, to prioritize activities to reach out to
these residents and to work with
the City’s emergency agencies to
provide translators and increased
funding, if need be, to ensure that
more of the City’s emergency preparedness materials are printed in
foreign languages spoken by City
residents.
The City of Los Angeles’ Emergency Management Department
and the Los Angeles Fire Department’s Community Emergency
Response Team offers some alternative language instructions
to groups and organizations in
emergency preparedness. EMD
can be reached at (213) 978-2222.
LAFD CERT can be reached at
(818) 756-9674.
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AB 31 by Assistant Majority
Leader Kevin de León’s (D-Los
Angeles) was signed by Governor to prioritize $400 million of
Proposition 84 park funds for underserved and park-poor communities throughout California. This
is the largest investment in local
parks in the nation.
“I am grateful to the Governor
for lending his support to prioritizing park funding from Proposition 84 for park starved communities,” stated Assemblymember De
León. “For too long poor minority communities have been marginalized when it comes to parks
and that needs to end. We are in
the midst of a national obesity crisis. Children living in poor, park
starved communities in urban,
suburban and rural areas deserve
safe, open spaces to play in and
enjoy. I look forward to working with the State Department of
Parks and Recreation to getting
funding out the door. Together we
will create jobs and critical park
space in poor communities across
the state.”
In 2006, California voters approved Proposition 84, which included an appropriation of $400
million dollars for park funds
for underserved communities.
Over the past two years, Assistant
Majority Leader Kevin de León
fought to ensure that those funds
were prioritized. Communities
in highest need of park funds
throughout California will now
benefit from his efforts.
Cities across the United States
suffer from limited park access;
however California’s park deficiencies are stark in comparison.
Based on acres per person, Los
Angeles (11.8 acres) has about
a third of the park space of New
York City (37.3 acres). Chicago
(18.7 acres), Boston (18 acres),
and Philadelphia (17.1 acres) all
lead Los Angeles in park space.
These disparities are even more
prevalent in lower-income and
ethnic neighborhoods.
These communities are those
that suffer from higher rates of
crime, unemployment, poverty,
school drop-outs, and health ailments, such as obesity and asthma. Health studies show that providing people with green space
and places to play has broad cumulative impacts. Simply stated,
creating parks improves poor
communities and changes children’s lives.
Assembly Bill 31 was supported
by over 80 organizations and local
governments across California.

www.aaautowreckingla.com

San Luis Auto Glass
(213)225-8181 * (213)263-7433

500 North Mission Road, Los Angeles, CA 90033
* LEGAL TINTING
* MOBILE SERVICE

Stephanie Figueroa of Boyle
Heights, a junior at Wilson High
School in El Sereno, visited with
Congresswoman Lucille RoybalAllard during her weeklong stay in
Washington, D.C. as a participant
in the National Young Leaders’
Conference.

Congresswoman Roybal-Allard,
who represents the 34th District
which includes Boyle Heights,
said she is proud of Stephanie’s
involvement in the program and
success in school.
“The National Young Leaders’
Conference is a unique opportunity for young people to learn firsthand how our government operates,” Congresswoman Lucille
Roybal-Allard said. “Stephanie is
among the many bright students
with leadership potential from
across our country, who will hopefully take what they’ve learned as
part of this program and return
home more knowledgeable about

* NEW & USED GLASS
* MONTHLY SPECIALS

San Luis
Auto Glass

Soto Street

5 FWY

Cesar Chavez

10 FWY

Mission Road

the process and better prepared to
one day serve their communities
and make a difference.”
The Conference took place from
Tuesday, September 23 through
Sunday, September 28, 2008. It is
sponsored by the Congressional
Youth Leadership Council, which
is a non-profit, non-partisan leadership, educational organization
dedicated to helping young people
develop leadership skills.
Stephanie was among more
than 300 juniors and seniors from
throughout the nation and about
60 students from California participating in the conference.
During the week, Stephanie
and the other students visited with
members of Congress, conducted mock congressional, judicial
branch and presidential deliberations, attended a press briefing and
spent time sight-seeing around our
nation’s capital.
Visit www.house.gov/roybal-allard to sign up for periodic e-mail
updates from the congresswoman.
The multicultural 34th Congressional District includes: Bell;
Bellflower; Bell Gardens; Boyle
Heights; Commerce; Cudahy;
Downey; Downtown Los Angeles;
Huntington Park; Little Tokyo;
Maywood; South Park; Vernon;
Walnut Park; and portions of Chinatown, East Los Angeles, Florence, Pico Union, and Westlake.

A DV E RT I S E O N T H E VO I C E
OUR COMMUNITY READS IT
Barrio Action Youth & Family Center’s
Lights On Afterschool
Several hundred children, parents, business and community
leaders will join a Lights On Afterschool rally – one of 7,500
such events across the nation. The
events emphasize the importance
of keeping the lights on and the
doors open for after school programs. Speakers warned that tight
budgets are endangering after
school programs here in El Sereno
and around the country, forcing
many to cut back or even close
their doors.
Barrio Action Youth & Family
Center will host the event on October 16, 2008 at 5:30PM. The Program will begin at 6PM with opening remarks by Tammy Membreno
Executive Director followed by
LAUSD Superintendent Carmen
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Schroeder and Local Community
Leaders.
For 30 years, Barrio Action has
served the residents of El Sereno
in Northeast LA with quality, results-oriented programs. We work
with people of all ages, with a special emphasis on helping high-risk
and at-risk youth, young adults
and their families. Since 1977, we
have provided more than 20,000
youth and families the tools to:
Create and sustain a healthy and
nurturing family life;
1) Establish a commitment to education
2) Develop and improve their social skills
3) Retaining their dignity and reinforce their self-esteem.
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R
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(323) 224-9962
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leadership in the fight to stop
underage drinking.
She is the author of the STOP
Underage Drinking Act (P.L.
109-422), which was signed
into law in December of 2006.
The STOP Act makes permanent an Ad Council national
media campaign directed at
parents that started in 2005.
The measure coordinates all
federal programs and research
initiatives on underage drinking, and provides grants to
institutions of higher education, states and non-profit organizations to combat underage drinking in communities.
The STOP Act also supports
crucial research on the health
effects of underage drinking
and requires the federal government to produce an annual status report on underage
drinking in our country.
In addition to her work
to pass the STOP Underage
Drinking Act, Congresswoman Roybal-Allard launched
The Century Council’s We
Don’t Serve Teens program
during the Federal Trade Commission’s National We Don’t
Serve Teens Week last fall.
The congresswoman also
hosted The Century Council’s
Brandon Silveria Tells His
Story and Tony’s Tips events
at Downey High School in
March and Roosevelt High
School in Boyle Heights in
May. During the school assemblies, Brandon Silveria
and his father, Tony, spoke
about the importance of “making the right choice” about alcohol. For students who are
under the age of 21, they emphasized that the only responsible decision is not to drink.
Brandon is a young man who
was involved in an alcoholrelated crash at age 17 just
before his high school prom in
his hometown of Los Gatos in
Northern California. The accident left him with a permanent brain injury.
More information about the
coalition is available by contacting Denis Quiñonez at the
Salesian Boys & Girls Club
of Los Angeles at (323) 9808551, or by e-mail at mylifemychoice@salesianclubs-la.
org

TASTE OF BRAZIL

FREE
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GOOD THRU NOVEMBER 2008

4884 Huntington Drive

Taste
of Brazil
4838 Huntington Drive

(323) 342-9422

Eastern Ave

Congresswoman Lucille
Roybal-Allard (CA-34) is
pleased to announce the award
of $625,000 over five years
in federal grant funds to the
Boyle Heights Coalition for a
Safe and Drug-Free Community to reduce substance abuse
among youth in the Boyle
Heights community.
“In awarding this five-year
grant, the Drug-Free Communities Program recognizes the
great potential of the Boyle
Heights Coalition for a Safe
and Drug-Free Community to
prevent and reduce substance
abuse among our youth,” Congresswoman Roybal-Allard
said. “I am equally pleased
that the award of this federal
funding will enable the coalition to apply for additional
grant funds made possible
under a 2006 law I authored
called the STOP Underage
Drinking Act.”
Established in September
2007, the Boyle Heights Coalition for a Safe and DrugFree Community is made up of
vested community stakeholders dedicated to reducing and
preventing substance abuse
among area youth through
education, advocacy and prevention programs. Under the
banner of the SMART Moves
Initiative, the coalition works
to empower community members to encourage and support
self-sustaining prevention programs to keep youth in positive and healthy life styles.
“The Salesian Boys and
Girls Clubs of Los Angeles
are proud to lead the Boyle
Heights Coalition for a Safe
and Drug-Free Community.
We will work with key community members through the
SMART Moves Initiative to
reduce violence and substance
abuse in our community,” said
Denis Quiñonez, Director
of Government Relations at
Salesian Boys and Girls Clubs
of Los Angeles.
The coalition consists of
the following organizations:
La Opinión; City of Los Angeles (Gang Reduction Program); Office of Hon. José

Huizar; Office of Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa; Salesian
Boys & Girls Clubs of Los
Angeles; AltaMed Health Services; Boyle Heights Chamber
of Commerce; SCE Federal
Credit Union; THE VOICE
Newspaper; Ramona Opportunity High School; Roosevelt
High School; Jovenes Inc.;
Hollenbeck Police Department; St. Mary’s Church;
Salesian Community; Boyle
Heights Neighborhood Council; and United Youth Keystone.
Kicking off its prevention
outreach efforts, the coalition sponsored a drug-free
campaign at Roosevelt High
School in June in Boyle
Heights. More than 200 students participated in the activities held throughout a week
at the school. The campaign
included an agency resource
fair at which information was
distributed about prevention
services. The coalition also
organized a lunchtime music
performance that highlighted
drug prevention announcements. In addition, prevention
literature was passed out to
students during a BMX Extreme Game Demonstration,
including an extreme skateboarding performance.
“The Anti-Drug Safe School
Campaign at Roosevelt High
School was a great success.
We were able to reach out to
our students with positive messages on living drug free. The
message was presented in a fun
and entertaining manner that
engaged both students and the
Roosevelt High School staff,”
said Marisol De La Rocha, the
Healthy Start Coordinator at
Roosevelt High School.
“The Drug-Free Communities program helps communities get the hard work of prevention done,” said Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Administrator Terry Cline, Ph.D. “By
connecting local programs,
systems, and funding streams
through these new grants,
the full force of the community will be brought to bear
on preventing drug abuse and
promoting healthy, productive
lives.”
Congresswoman RoybalAllard has a long history of
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Funds will help coalition
reach its goal of reducing
substance abuse among youth
in Boyle Heights
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Alta Street

Announces Award of $625,000 Federal
Grant Funds for the Boyle Heights Coalition
for a Safe and Drug-Free Community

While the economy is failing,
jobs are scarce, energy costs are
up, groceries and gasoline prices
are through the roof, and taxes
and fees have already gone up
(trash, utilities, communications),
the MTA, the Mayor Villaraigosa and several of our political
representatives want to raise our
already high sales tax rate.
You should know that as of January 1, 2008, California has the
highest base sales tax rate in the
nation. Where does it end???
If passed, Measure R will impose a half-cent sales tax increase
on LA County residents for the
next 30 years. That’s right…30
years!
Most people can’t even get a
30-year mortgage these days, but
the MTA wants you to give them
your hard earned money so they
can complete their master plan to
build rails to the beach, tunnels,
subways and bus lanes, etc.
Regular folks do not have anyone to “tax” when their budgets
are short...we are simply forced
to cut back! If everyday people
are forced to cut back during
these economically trying times,
so should government. Besides,
LA County voters previously approved two half-cent increases for
mass transit -- one in 1980, the
other in 1990.
So MTA already collects a portion of the LA County’s full cent
transit sales tax which we have
inherited until 2029.
Let’s not forget that the MTA
Board financed the construction
of many rail systems, including
the shortest and most expensive
subway in American history, using reckless borrowing practices
which can be traced to the mid1980s. Are we to trust this same
MTA Board to wisely and prudently spend our money?
Not to mention that MTA has
already spent $1 million on direct mail brochures to the public
promoting Measure R, and has
budgeted a total of $4.1 million
to further promote the passage
of this measure. If the MTA was
really serious about raising funds
for all these proposed projects,
maybe they should start by selling
their $480 million dollar mansion/
headquarters they have erected in
downtown LA.
And what can Northeast LA expect to receive out of MTA’s transportation plans? NOT MUCH, if
anything. The only project slated
for the NE area is a 710 tunnel,
that unless we pay a toll fee, we
can’t use.
The latest proposal for the 710
tunnel project indicates that it will
be funded by private partnerships,
so why should we pay a tax?
They are essentially asking
Northeast LA residents to pay
twice!
• We will have to pay the 1/2 cent
sale tax, and
• We will have to pay a tunnel toll
fee
MTA Board Members, Mike
Antonovich, Don Knabe and
Gloria Molina have all gone on
record and have sent letters to
Mayor Villaraigosa stating their
opposition to Measure R, because
they believe the money will not
be evenly distributed within the
county. In essence, Northeast LA
will be left out.
Transportation improvements and
infrastructure need fixing, but at
whose expense? Let’s not burden
our children and grandchildren
with this 30-year, $40 billion
debt. We should not continue to
burden our future generations for
the mistakes we make today.
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12 Noon

4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

Great and Delicious

* Sandwiches
* Pastries

“Your Neighborhood Coffee House”
“Yo

* Frappachinos
* Italian Ice Cream
(Geleto)
* Wireless Internet
* Banquet Room

323.224.9962
3510 North Broadway, Suite A,
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

BRAZILIAN FOOD
Live Music Every Weekend

Reservations (323)342-9422
Re

www.tasteofbrazil.info

DINO’S

Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce
Me

EL TAQUITO RESTAURANT
Authentic Mexican Restaurant

Tortas
Burritos
Taquitos
Tacos
Tostadas
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Daily Specials Monday thru Friday
Sabroso MENUDO Sabado y Domingo

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968
Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

5053 North Huntington Drive, El Sereno, CA 90032

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Serving Delicious Food for Over 20 Years

(323) 223-1649

323.223.1843

Car Insurance With

PERSONAL SERVICE
No Extra charge

BERNARD GANDARA, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0771793
3408 North Eastern Avenue
El Sereno, CA 90032

(323) 221-4232
AT STATE FARM®
You get a competitive rate and an
agent dedicated to helping you get
the coverage that’s right for you
and the discounts you deserve.
Nobody takes care of you like
STATE FARM.

Sabemos que quieres productos

DE CALIDAD
A BUEN PRECIO
STATE FARM®
Te ofrece descuentos para el
seguro de tu auto.
Habla conmigo para ver como
puedes calificar para ahorrarte
hasta un

35%.

STATE FARM, UN BUEN VECINO®
Tu compania de Seguros y Servicios Financieros.

Contact me. I’ll Prove It!
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE®
Providing Insurance and Financial Services.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (No en NJ)
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, Il statefarm.com®

www.sfagentbernard.com
NEWLAND HARDWARE

MON - FRI
8am - 6:30pm

Serving the El Sereno Community for Over 80 Years

SATURDAY

SIGN UP - FOR YOUR

8am - 5:00pm

TRUE VALUE
REWARDS CARD

SUNDAY
9am - 4:00pm

Featuring New Custom Windows For Your Home By

NEW WINDOW
STYLES
INCLUDES
Aluminum Frame * Vinyl Frame
Wood Frame * Single & Dual Glaze

And Receive Double Points
Ask for Details

SCREENS

NEW SCREENS * RE-SCREENS
DOORS AND WINDOWS
ALL COLORS AND STYLES
SAME OR NEXT DAY SERVICE

OCTOBER BARGAINS OF THE MONTH

$1999

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Flat Paint
Dries in minutes to a rich
uniform finish. Soap and
water cleanup. 25-year
warranty.

$2399

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Satin Enamel
High-hiding coverage.
Easy Soap and water
cleanup.
25-year warranty.

$24 99

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Semi-Gloss Enamel
High-hiding and durable.
Perfect for high-traffic areas
like kitchens, baths, molding.
25-year warranty.
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