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businesses.
On May15th,
2008 Los Angeles County
Supervisor Gloria Molina readdressed the laws governing
the Taco Trucks after receiving
pressure placed on her by local
business organizations in the
East Los Angeles area, which
include:The East Los Angeles
Chamber of Commerce,
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OBAMANATION!

LA County trying to fill those soon
to be vacant beds with Taqueros!
By Carlos Morales
LONCHEROS or Taco
Trucks have existed for over
thirty years, it has evolved
from servicing mostly factories during their brief breakfast and lunch breaks, traveling from factory to factory.
Now they can be seen parked
on major thorough fares. That
has turned on the heat on these

In the June edition of the Voice we explained to our readers what legal modalities
as determined by the California Penal Code
under 667.5 pc. which determines the classifications of parolees as non-violent , low
level, low risk criminal offenders vs violent
offenders..
Noted was the case of Fernando Diaz who
went to the church festival in Granada Hills
armed with a loaded firearm and then shot
three people. Diaz a parolee was supervised
under the Control Service level of parole
supervision. Diaz with his documented history of violence, identified as a gang member
coupled with his violent commitment offense
should have been supervised at the High Control level of parole supervision.
Also noted was the case of parolee Scott
Chris Thomas. Thomas had multiple prison
commitments and his current commitment
offense was for a non-violent, low-level
criminal offense. He was however prior to his
parole violation which resulted in a return to
custody was supervised at the High Control
level of parole supervision due to his noted
history of violence.
Thomas on the day after his release from
state prison stabbed two innocent individuals inside a bakery in the San Francisco area.
One of the innocent victims was a 15 year
old female.
Matthew Cate, as Head of the State Office
of the Inspector General completed an investigation and determined that Thomas was
indeed supervised under the correct supervision level.
Matthew Cate was recently appointed as
Head of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
SEE THE DOMINO EFFECT
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Obamas Sister Packs Heat
On Saturday, June 21st,
2008, The United States Presidential candidate, Senator Barack Obama’s sister, Dr. Maya
Soetoro-Ng, visited El Sereno
to have lunch with community
members. The event was organized by State Senate Majority
Leader Gloria Romero, State
Senator Martha Escutia (ret.),
State Board of Equalization
Chair Judy Chu, Los Angeles
City Controller Laura Chick,
Los Angeles City Coun-

cilmember Ed Reyes, and L.A.
Unified School Board Vice
President Yolie Flores-Aguilar. The lunch reception was
named “SOMOS FAMILIA /
WE ARE FAMILY” and was
hosted at El Sereno’s Hecho en
Mexico Restaurant located on
Huntington Drive. Approximately 100 attendees came
out to listen to Maya SoetoroNg share with the group what
it was like to grow up with
Obama.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center

Patient Receives A Free Complete Physical Exam

Women’s Health Promotion and Cancer Prevention Program
provides uninsured ladies (21 years and Older) with

FREE Complete Physical Exam
(If You Qualify)
(Call and make your appointment today, or walk in)
Funded in part by Tenet Healthcare Foundation &
USC/Kenneth Norris Jr. Cancer Hospital

Cervical Cancer Screening * Urine Test * Blood Test
Colorectal Cancer Screening (ages 50 & Over)
Tetanus Shot * Tuberculosis (PPD Skin Test)
Clinical Breast Exam
*Does not include ancillary labs. Limited availability.

5 CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

HIGHLAND PARK
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042
(323) 254-5221

EL SERENO
4815 Valley Blvd.
LA CA 90032
(323) 222-1134

LOMA DRIVE
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
303 S. Loma Drive
4815 Valley Blvd.
LA CA 90017
LA CA 90032
(213) 201-5800
(323) 222-1134

MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC
Various Community Locations
Call for an appointment or just walk in or call for a mobile clinic visit

(323) 254-5221
“We Care About Your Health”
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THE VOICE
is a community based newspaper
publication based in El Sereno
and published once a month. Our
circulation consists of 20,000 print
impressions and 1,200 email subscribers. It is delivered to residents
and businesses in the El Sereno, Lincoln Heights, and Boyle
Heights communities.
Our growing network of community participation has made this
publication the primary source
for local information. We strive to
make a positive impact on the community by reporting news that is
seldom found anywhere else in the
media to inform, and educate this
community on what is going on in
their front yard! We welcome community interest stories, and press
releases. 60% of all articles are
written by community stakeholders
THE VOICE reserves the right to
edit all materials due to space
constrictions.
THE VOICE is not responsible
nor liable for any claims or offerings, nor responsible for products
availability that may be advertised.
Opinions expressed in these columns are those by the authors who
wrote them. All rights reserved.
Reproduction in whole or in part
without written permission from
the editor is prohibited.
Email: voicepub@gmail.com
4301 Valley Blvd., Suite A1

Well this month THE VOICE
Celebrates our 2nd Year Anniversary producing this publication as a community service, informing, educating, and sharing
news that impacts the lives of
stakeholders in the North East
Los Angeles communities.
We thank all of our contributors as well as our advertisers
that make this publication possible.
Summer is here and City
swimming pools are a great
place to visit to beat the heat.
We like to invite everyone to
the NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
events that are happening in
Boyle Heights and El Sereno
on August 5th, 2008 starting
at 6pm. See ad and article on
page 5 & 7 for more information on this great FREE community event.
On a personal note my health
is a lot better after the Gastric Bypass Surgery I had five
months ago. Thank you to everyone who has kept me in their
mind. One last item I wish my
mom a very Happy Birthday.
We Love You! Next month
we will have a special report
on Vacation tips from Rosarito
Mexico! Stay tuned!

Carlos Morales
Publisher / Editor

Morales Family

Los Angeles, CA 90032

EL SERENO, LINCOLN HEIGHTS
AND BOYLE HEIGHTS
CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY
Councilmember Jose Huizar
kicks off summer with a blast!
On Saturday June 28th about a
several hundred community residents gathered at El Sereno Park
for the 1st annual Independence
Day “El Sereno Concert and Fireworks Show”
The event was sponsored by
Councilman Jose Huizar, the daylong Independence Day celebration offered good, wholesome,
family fun and featured musical
entertainment, as well as plenty
of food provided by various community organizations. The crowd
grew steadily throughout the afternoon into the evening and enjoyed the musical sounds of Mariachi Monumental de America,
Belinda Linda, BackTraxx, Impact and Angel Lebron y Su Sabor Latino.
Before the fireworks show
began, Councilman Huizar addressed the crowd and said he
was thrilled to be able to offer
this event to the community of El
Sereno. The Councilman stated
“I was born in Zacatecas, Mexico, and explained to the audience
that he was proud of his Mexican
roots, he was also proud to be an
American citizen and that he was
grateful for all the benefits this
great country has offered him and
as well as many others. Huizar
then ask the community spectators ti assist him count down from
ten to begin the fireworks.
The Councilman attended the
event with his family, his wife,
Richelle and their three children.
As I looked up into the evening
sky to see the fireworks it reminded me of when I was a boy growing up here and seeing the fireworks show here. As I glanced
at the crowd during the show I
seen many kids with that same
expression. The smiles accompanied the oohs and aahs from the
crowd, Today was a good day in
El Sereno.
Coucilman Huizar stated “El
Sereno is a wonderful community, It has a close-knit, small
town feel to it. This fireworks
show added to that intimate community feeling and it wouldn’t be
the last time we host this event”.
It brought out families, neighbors

DINO’S
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To The Voice,
Your determined advocacy of locking up more people ought to be
viewed from a historical perspective. In the early 90’s this country
embarked on a program of mass
incarceration on a scale never before seen, resulting in an incarceration rate that is the highest
in the world. Our incarceration
rate is 6.2 times that of Canada,
7.8 times that of France and 12.3
times that of Japan. With 5% of
the world’s population, we house
25% of the world’s prisoners. In
the 1970’s prison was thought of
as a place to prepare prisoners
for life outside prison. In the 90s,
we as a society made the decision
that punishment was the purpose
of incarceration, not rehabilitation. Therefore our prisons are
warehouses where prisoners are
lucky to get out of their cells. This
despite studies that have consistently shown that education gives
prisoners the best chance to reenter society. California embraced
punishment with particular zeal;
we now have a 70% rate of return
to prison.
This experiment in punishment
has come at a cost. Education
and health care particularly have
lost out as prisons were built and
guards were hired. The shocking number of mentally ill people
locked away is evidence of our
priorities. Our failure to address
drug addiction with treatment is
another example. The rate of illiteracy among prisoners is another.
There is a lot wrong with our
criminal justice system but the fix
is not more of the same.
Sincerely,
Martha S. Riley
Lincoln Heights

ADVERTISE ON THE VOICE
OUR COMMUNITY READS IT
OUR COMMUNITY DEPENDS ON IT!

323.221.7400
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just hanging out, enjoying a great
summer evening with friends.
Some of the community organizations that participated in the
event were the Hillside Village
Property Owners Association, El
Sereno Senior Club, Barrio Action Youth & Family Center, El
Sereno Community Garden, Hermon Dog Park, Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Club Deportivo
de El Sereno, Bicentennial Committee, The Chicano Youth Leadership Conference, Hollenbeck
Police Advisory Board, Victory
Outreach, Community Emergency Response Team, Cesar Chavez
Foundation and El Sereno Park.
Also on hand, were members of
the LAPD and LAFD.
Councilman Huizar duplicated
his efforts in Boyle Heights on
July 5th and several thousand
community stakeholders attended. That event was the 3rd
Annual and has grown tremendously. Community stakeholders have been talking about it and
were looking forward to having
fireworks in their back yard.
Councilmember Huizar stated
“I heard a news story encouraging residents to go to a City sanctioned legal fireworks display
because fireworks are illegal in
the City of Los Angeles, then I
realized that there were no fireworks displayed sanctioned by
the City in my district. So he
decided to sponsor these events.
THE VOICE caught up with the
Councilman to personally thank
him for his efforts, community
stakeholders will be looking forward to this event next year!
Lincoln Heights also celebrated
Independence Day on June 29th,
at Lincoln Park. This event was
sponsored by George Pantazis
of Dino’s Burgers, the Lincoln
Heights Neighborhood Council
and LA Parks and Recs.

LETTER TO
THE
EDITOR
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968
Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

TASTE OF

BRAZIL
4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

We want to wish everyone a
Fantastic Summer!
Reservations (323)342-9422

www.tasteofbrazil.info
Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce
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GRADUATION MESSAGES

CONGRATULATIONS
323.221.7400
To Our son Billy
voicepub@gmail.com

Congratulations Robert!
You worked hard to make it to the
finish line of graduation and you
were successful, for that we are very
proud. Now begins a new chapter
in your young life where your decisions will now have a greater meaning and consequences. Evaluate
your choices carefully. We love you
and wish you all the best that this
life has to offer!
God Bless,
Dad, Mom & Ray Ray

From Pre-School to
Kindergarden
Love Your Family
Felicitaciones
“Catilinda”
por tu graduacion el 7 de junio, 2008
de la escuela
Ramona Convent Secondary School.
Teresa Catalina
Que los exitos sigan encontrandote y
que el deseo de aprender y alcanzar tus
suenos, sea hoy y siempre, la escencia
de tu vida. Con mucho amor y
agradecimiento a Dios por el regalo
que sos vos para mi.

Robert Joseph Rios
Brenda Nohemi Canez
Felicidades en tu Graduacion
de la escuela Francisco Bravo
Medical Magnet High School
Junio 20 de 2008
Brenda,
Todo aquel que espera grandes cosas,
Hace nobles planes Y lucha diariamente
para obtenerlos,
Tiene indefectiblemente que
triunfar;
Porque todo aquello que
Vividamente imaginamos,
Ardientemente deseamos y
Entusiastamente perseguimos,
Tiene inevitablemente que suceder.

Hugo A. Garcia

Brenda Cañez

Teresa Catalina García

Happy Birthday
ADRIANA
You have made tremendous
progress in your education We
are so proud of you!
Keep up the great work
Love Mommy

Hasta la victoria siempre....
con mucho amor,
Hugo A. Garcia

Congratulations Arlett
for your accomplishment!
We are proud of you!
Arlette and Johnny Cornejo
Nicholas Duran
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H
WHEREAS,
cyclists have the right to ride the streets of our communities
aand
n this right is formally articulated in the California Vehicle Code; and
WHEREAS,
cyclists are considered to be the “indicator species” of a
W
H
healthy
community; and
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e
WHEREAS,
cyclists are both environmental and traffic congestion soluW
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ttions;
io
WHEREAS,
cyclists are, first and foremost, people - with all of the rights
W
H
aand
n privileges that come from being members of this great society; and
NOW,
N
O THEREFORE, WE THE CYCLING COMMUNITY,
ddo
o hereby claim the following rights:
11)) Cyclists have the right to travel safely and free of fear.
22)) Cyclists have the right to equal access to our public streets and
to sufficient and significant road space.
33)) Cyclists have the right to the full support of educated law enforcement.
44)) Cyclists have the right to the full support of our judicial system
and the right to expect that those who endanger, injure or kill
cyclists be dealt with to the full extent of the law.
55)) Cyclists have the right to routine accommodations in all roadway projeects
c and improvements. 6) Cyclists have the right to urban and roadway
development and design that enable and support safe cycling.
pplanning,
la
77)) Cyclists have the right to traffic signals, signage and maintenance stanenable
support
cycling.
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THINGS TO DO
EASTSIDE BIKE CLUB
EVERY SATURDAY
MORNING AT 8AM
Strolls Thru The Streets of North
East Los Angeles
All Abilities Welcome FREE
www.eastsidebikeclub.com
El SERENO LIBRARY
VARIOUS SUMMER
PROGRAMS
Call 323.225.9201
THURSDAY, JULY 19TH
DOG DAYS OF SUMMER
PET ADOPTION & EXPO
Hermon Dog Park
5568 Via Marisol
Los Angeles, 90042
4pm -7pm
www.hermondogpark.com
FREE

Prof. Meyers, Universidad de San Carlos, Guatemala

Love your Familia
en Los Angeles
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Congratulations to our son
Nicholas on
Graduating from
Cathedral High School
We both wish you the best on the
fall in attending
Pasadena City College
Love You!
Mom & Dad

Happy 1st
Birthday
Briana
Love
Your Nino’s
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in the organization and administration of our communities.
9) Cyclists have the right to full access for themselves and their bicycles
on all mass transit with no limitations.
10) Cyclists have the right to end-of-trip amenities that include safe and
secure opportunities to park their bicycles.
11) Cyclists have the right to be secure in their persons and property,
and be free from unreasonable search and seizure, as guaranteed by
the 4th Amendment.
12) Cyclists have the right to peaceably assemble in the public space, as
guaranteed by the 1st Amendment.
And further, we claim and assert these rights by taking to the streets
and riding our bicycles, all in an expression of our inalienable right
to rrid
ride!
ide!
id
e!

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23RD
FREE SUMMER CONCERT
“QUETZAL”
A compelling combination of
Mexican and Cuban rhythms
with jazz and rock, supercharged by dynamic vocals and
insightful lyrics
Levitt Pavilion for the Performing Arts @ MacArthur Park
2230 West 6th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90057
SATURDAY, JULY 26TH
NORTHEAST LA HILLSIDE
ZONE CHANGE MEETING
Lincoln Park
3501 Valley Blvd
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
9am - 3pm
213.978.1222
THURSDAY, JULY 31ST
HOMEOWNER / RENTER
ASSISTANCE WORKSHOP
Lincoln Heights Senior Center
2323 Workman Street
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
9:30am - 12Noon
323.225.9339

SAVE THE
DATE
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5TH
EVENT STARTS AT 6PM
Community Peace Walk
and Resource Fair
Fun For All
FREE
Boyle Heights Event

323.526.3056
El Sereno Event

323.221.0779

Send Us Your
Events to
voicepub@gmail.com
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TACO TRUCKS COOKING
IN THE EASTSIDE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
The Maravilla Merchant Association, The
Whittier Blvd. Merchant Association and
the Greater East Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce.
Under the new ordinance, taco carts and
trucks would be required to change location
every hour. Violators risk fines of $1,000,
misdemeanor charges and possible sixmonth jail sentence. For a system that is
going to release parolees on summary parole (no parole supervision), here we have
the LA County trying to fill those soon to be
vacant beds with Taqueros!1
County officials say the change comes at
the request of residents who find the carts
eyesores, and some restaurant owners who
feel undermined by their mobile competition.
The LA County Department of Health
services estimates that there are 18,000 licensed operators and between 28,000 to
30,000 that are not licensed. By licensing
we are talking about Health Permits, and
Business Permits to operate in the County of
LA. These figures include the PERRITOS
CALIENTES (Bacon Wrapped Hot Dogs),
Pupusas (from El Salvador), ELOTES
(Corn on the cob) and Fruteros vending
carts and LONCHERAS (Catering Trucks.)
The County does not differentiate between
the food vending carts and LONCHERAS
(catering trucks) and there really is a difference. Catering trucks must pass a number of
health inspections before they are allowed to
operate. And there are other requirements.

For example, trucks must be parked within
200 feet of a bathroom, be equipped with
a stove, sink with hot running water, soap,
towels and owners must prove they have access to a facility where they can wash and
store their vehicles.
Most vending carts are out in the open,
are home made and do not follow any regulations from the Health and Fire Departments. There are mobile vending carts that
are sanctioned by the Health Department
but are rarely scene compared to the home
made ones.
Currently, the new restrictions apply to
the county’s unincorporated areas, of East
Los Angeles, which lies just east of downtown and Boyle Heights. At any given night
you will find many Angelinos gathered at
the LONCHERAS chatting and eating Tacos, Quesadillas, Huaraches, Tortas, Taquitos, Enchiladas and Burritos.
Many of the Loncheras you see are decorated with art work or of the name the region
of Mexico that the vendor has migrated from
or has family in, and typically signifies the
region and style of food that is served from
that truck. Each region has a different taste
and look, they marinate their meat different,
each salsa has a different taste and texture
and the garnish of these plates have will differ from region to region as well.
The revisited county ordinance has
brought this topic out to the forefront of discussions and Angelinos are talking about it.
There are food bloggers, construction workers, restaurant owners and community
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

DRUG TREATMENT PROGRAMS
In the mid 1990’s parole agents stated
their concerns to Administration that there
was a need for Live in Substance abuse
programs and facilities where parole
agents could refer parolees for drug detoxification. During this time period there
were limited resources. There was also a
policy in place that parole agents assigned
in one Parole Region could not utilize programs (more plentiful) which were located
in another Parole Region.
This problem became more pronounced
when several parole units all located in Los
Angeles County (Region 3) but assigned to
Region 4 (San Bernardino, Orange, Riverside, Imperial, San Diego) were merged
and reassigned to Region 3.
The parole department then contracted
with various excellent programs example
being Cry Help and obtained designated
beds. However PROP 36 came into being and the department lost it’s designated
beds.
What developed were long waiting lists
from 2-3 weeks if not longer. As for finding locations where the agent could send
a parolee for two to three weeks for drug
detoxification they soon became non-existent. There was a time when parole agents
could return a parolee to custody for the
purpose of drug detoxification.
This type of recommendation by the parole agents was not intended to punish the
parolees but rather to assist the parolees
as to allow them the time needed for their
bodies to withdraw from illegal drugs and
or alcohol. Once released from custody
the parolee could then enter into a Live In
Substance Abuse Program or enroll into an
outpatient substance abuse program.
Most Live In Substance Abuse programs
will not allow anyone to enter into their
programs when that person is withdrawing
from the use of illegal drugs and or alcohol. Now we come to Prop. 36, the State
approved Drug Diversion Treatment Program which can best be described as less
than a favorable program for parolees.
Common Response: Parole agent confers with a parolee that is on parole for
Possession of illegal drugs. Previously on
probation for the same offense and previously enrolled in a court ordered Prop 36
program during his/her probation period.
The court granted the individual while under probation supervision several opportunities to complete the Prop 36 program of
which they failed to do.
Then comes along a prison term then
parole. The parolee tells the agent that
they refuse to enroll in a Prop 36 program.
The Parole Unit supervisor tells the parole
agent to have the parolee sign the Prop 36
paper work even if the parolee states that
he will not comply. Objective: Don’t lock
up the parolee!!!!!
Now if a parolee gets arrested for a new
crime and for avoiding parole supervision

*

but denies that they had been abusing illegal drugs during this same time period and
then tells the agent that once they are released from custody they will refuse housing assistance from DAPO (Department of
Adult Parole Operations).
The parole agent is then advised to release the parolee from custody and place
him/ her into a PROP 36 drug treatment
program. (Remember that the parolee denied the use of drugs) This happens all
the time, because (1) the Deputy District
Attorney office refers the criminal case
to parole for parole revocation and (2),
DAPO wants to avoid having parolees in
custody. In reality the parolee committed
a new crime and was not held accountable.
Once released from custody the same parolee then avoids parole supervision all
over again.
For those parolees who do enter into
State Contracted Live In Substance Abuse
Programs and have relapse (return to the
use of illegal drugs) the parole agents are
not notified of the parole violations by
the program staff. The same can be said
of those parolees who are placed in Sober
Living Homes. Please review LA Daily
News article dated June 23, 2008. Little
or no oversight by staff, no accountability
and continuous use of illegal drugs, and
not nice neighbors.

Sober Living Homes
Sober Living Homes can best be described as nothing more than CASH COW
motivated financial enterprises. Since the
inception of PROP 36 individuals both
private persons and those associated with
long established Inpatient Recovery Programs lease or purchase homes or apartment houses and then turn them into Sober
Living Homes, Recovery Houses (halfway
House) and or locations to house Paroled
Sex offenders.
For those individuals who reside in the
above locations and that are court ordered
referrals, the County of Los Angeles (at
the taxpayers expense) pays the bills. The
same can be said when DAPO makes the
referrals.
Sober Living Homes are located in Residential Communities. Neighbors complain about the residents inappropriate and
unacceptable behavior, loud music, being
subjected to profanity, taunts and the residents staying up at all hours of the night
depriving their neighbors of sleep at night.
The neighbors to include small children
are now being held captive in their own
homes. There is no oversight, no house
managers and no accountability. The residents continue to abuse illegal drugs and
consume alcohol and commit crimes.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Public Auto Auction
Subasta Publica
* EVERYONE WELCOME
* OVER 100 CARS PER WEEK
* NO ADMITTANCE FEE / BUYERS FEE

www.opg12.com

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00am
Inspeccion de Vehiculos

EVERY TUESDAY
at 9:00am
VEHICLE INSPECTION

A las 8:00AM

AT 8:00AM

101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143 * Fax: (213) 250.4360

The Domino Effect
Continued From Page 1

HORRIFIC TORTURE
OF A 5 YEAR OLD
CHILD
THE DOMINO EFFECT
On Friday, June 13, 2008 late
afternoon LAPD Assistant Chief
of Police Jim McDonnell and
others held a press conference
in front of Parker Center where
they asked for the publics assistance in locating two females one
identified as Starkeisha Brown a
parolee and Krystal Matthews.
The police described in graphic detail that both suspects were
wanted in connection for the
Horrific Torture of Brown’s 5
year old son. The child for over
an extended period of time had
been beaten, hung by his hands
and wrists and deprived of food
and water.
His small body had been burned
with cigarettes that included his
genitals and one of his hands
had been burned so badly that he
could no longer open his hand
and extend his fingers. By late
Saturday June 14, 2008 both females had been arrested.
Starkesisha Brown was no
stranger to the California Criminal Justice System. At an early
age she spent time in the California Youth Authority. Identified as
a gang member her involvement
in criminal behavior escalated
now involving acts of violence
which subsequently led to a California Prison Term for Robbery
2nd degree.
The victim of the robbery offense was an elderly female.
Brown was then released on parole and within months was arrested and charged with Petty
Theft with Priors. With Brown
at the time she committed the
Petty Theft criminal offense was
her small son at her side. Brown
was once again sentenced to State
Prison for the new criminal offense Petty Theft with Priors.
On January 4th, 2007 Brown
was once again released on parole. Brown’s parole controlling
commitment offense was for Petty Theft with Priors and her noncontrolling commitment offense
was for Robbery 2nd degree.
The criminal offense Petty Theft
with Priors is classified as a lowlevel, low-risk criminal offense.
This however is not the case with
the Robbery 2nd degree offense.
As per. the California Penal Code
under 667.5 pc , all Robbery convictions are classified as violent
criminal offenses.
Upon Brown’s release on parole
she was classified by the Department of Adult Parole Operations
as a low - level, low - risk offender and her parole supervision
was at the Control Service level
of parole supervision. Due to the
following, multi prison terms,
documented history of violence,
gang affiliation and the documented non-controlling offense
of Robbery 2nd, Brown should
have been supervised at the High
Control supervision level.
Within three months of Browns

parole the Board of Parole Hearings had suspended her parole because she failed to make herself
available for parole supervision.
If Brown had been properly
supervised at the High Control
Level of Parole Supervision once
her parole had been suspended
her case would have been immediately referred to the Regional
Office of Correctional Safety
Unit, previously named the Parole Apprehension Unit. One
of the objectives of the parole
agents assigned to the Special
Correctional Safety Unit is to locate those parolees that have been
classified as High Control Supervision cases who have had their
parole suspended.
These parole agents have an
excellent tract record of locating
those parolees who have had their
parole suspended.
In reality Brown during the time
she was avoiding parole supervision and had an active No Bail
Felony Arrest Warrant for her Arrest applied for and was receiving
financial assistance thru a Los
Angeles County Agency. This is
not unusual and occurs on a daily
basis. An individual simply fills
out an application form requesting financial assistance and no
one bothers to check to see if the
information on the application
form is true and accurate.
Brown had previously been the
subject of investigation by the
Los Angeles County Department
of Family and Children’s Services
however her case file was closed
due to the fact that she received
a new prison term and had been
returned to state prison.
During this past week Los Angeles Times staff writer Andrew
Blankstein communicated with
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation spokesperson Bill Sessa in reference to
the Starkeisha Brown case. Sessa
told Blankstein that parole supervision levels (classifications) are
primarily based and determined
on the parolees controlling commitment offense.
Sessa’s explanation was far
less than accurate and one must
ask why would he give such a explanation to a Los Angeles Times
staff writer?
Prior to an inmate being released on parole the assigned parole agent reviews the soon to be
released parolees field file which
includes careful review of police
arrest reports, probation officers
report, complete arrest and conviction history and any and all
documentation as related to gang
association. One also takes into
account the current controlling
and non-controlling commitment
offense.
As previously noted Brown had
an extensive arrest history, a history of violence and was a documented gang member. Brown
should have been supervised at
the High Control Supervision
level!
If Brown’s case had been referred to the Regional Correctional Safety Unit one of the
first contacts made by the parole

agents assigned to this special unit
in their attempt to locate Brown
would have been with Special Investigators employed by the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Social Services and Brown
would have been arrested a long
time ago and her 5 year old son
would have been spared months
of pure hell and torture.
Brown was supervised out of
the Huntington Park 3 Parole
Unit. Maria Franco is the District
Administrator of the Huntington
Park Parole Complex.
Brown’s case tragically and unfortunately is no longer unique.
The New Reformed Parole Model is to reduce parole supervision
and discharge as many parolees
as possible even if the parolee had
violated his/ her terms and conditions of parole while under active
parole supervision. This is being
done to reduce the financial costs
of parole supervision. No longer
is the Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation and the Department of Adult Parole Operations concerned with the welfare
and safety of the residents who
reside in Los Angeles County.
To reinforce and substantiate
the above statements one needs
to review in it’s entirety the
transcripts of the Civil Law suit
Hernandez vs The Department
of Corrections (one defendant
named Maria Franco) One of the
allegations by District Administrator Franco was that Parole Unit
Supervisor Hernandez was not reducing enough High Control Supervision cases to a lesser level of
parole supervision thus enhancing
the overall financial costs to run
the Huntington Park Parole Unit
Complex. Hernandez maintained
that to arbitrarily reduce the parole supervision levels from High
Control cases to a lesser parole
supervision level would place the
community in harms way and ignore the welfare and safety of the
community. Hernandez won her
law suit in Los Angeles County
Superior Court however the State
Attorney General Office has filed
an appeal.
As you can see the Domino effect. The Department of Adult
Parole Operations should be held
accountable and responsible for
pushing down the first Domino
which led to a complete collapse.
As a result a small helpless little
5 year old child had to endure
Horrific Torture at the hands of
his mother parolee Brown.
Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisor member Michael Antonovich is now in the process of
requesting an investigation to be
done by the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, State Inspector General office and the State Attorney
General office surrounding the
Starkeisha Brown case.
Los Angeles County Board
Member Michael Antonovivich
and his staff need to be commended for their concern for the
Welfare and Safety of all residents who reside in Los Angeles
County.
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EL SERENO and
BOYLE HEIGHTS
RESIDENTS ARE GOING TO
CELEBRATE THE TAKING BACK
OF THEIR COMMUNITIES

Everyone Is Invited To Join Your
Neighbors And Take A Stand Against Crime By
Participating In A Community

PEACE WALK

FREE Entertainment and Fun For
The Entire Family!

TUESDAY AUGUST 5TH, 2008
Starts at 6pm
BOYLE HEIGHTS EVENT INFO
Meet at 2111 East First Street
LA CA 90033 323.526.3059
PEACE WALK With Community Leaders
Resource Fair Food

EL SERENO EVENT INFO

Meet at
Barrio Action Youth and Family Center
4927 Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032 323.221.0779

PEACE WALK to El Sereno Park for
COMMUNITY RESOURCE FAIR and
OUTDOOR MOVIE THEATER

EVENT SPONSORS
José Huizar
José Huizar
Councilmember
Councilmember

Council District
District 1414
Council

MAYOR ANTONIO R. VILLARAIGOSA

TAQUEroS ARE
NOT CRIMINALS

DRUG
TREATMENT PROGRAMS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
Now I ask you, Where is the public outcry from our local elected officials? Perhaps it is time for our
elected officials to relocate with
their own families and reside next
to a Sober Living, Recovery Home
or halfway house and see for themselves what these innocent taxpayers not by their choice are being
forced to reside next to these drug
infested houses have to endure on a
daily basis.
Now many of our State Elected Officials already aware of the
overall failure of PROP 36 want
the citizens of the State of California to pass the “Non- Violent Offender Rehabilitation Act of 2008”
referred to as NORA. The current
PROP 36 program allows individuals already enrolled in this program
to have as many as three failures
(arrests, continuous use of illegal
drugs, non participation) before the
probation departments take some
type of action. The same can be
said with those who are referred to
the program by DAPO.
Individuals who are arrested for
new crimes to and include felonies
just simply tell the courts that they
committed the crimes due to their
use of illegal drugs even it there is
no valid proof that the use of illegal
drugs played a role in committing
the new crime. NORA would also
increase the current three failure
rate of the program to five. It is
also important to take a good look
at who the people are who are funding this ballot measure. UCLA’s
last published report and findings
of PROP 36 concluded that overall
PROP 36 was a failed drug treatment program.
No one will argue the point that
there needs to be Drug Treatment
Programs and Rehabilitation but
the programs need to be held accountable. Currently it is all about
the owners making millions of dollars off the shoulders of the California Taxpayers.
DAPO is just at fault as anyone
else as far as accountability. For
years parole agents have complained to Administration about a
Sober Living Home, Recovery Program called House of Hope located
on Normandie Avenue in the Hollywood area. Parole agents during past years have arrested many
parolees at this location. There
is not a police officer assigned to
Hollywood Division who does not
know the amount of illegal drugs
and alcohol being used by parolees
at this location. In fact the location
is referred to as THE HOUSE OF
DOPE. Yet DAPO Administration
are telling parole agents to continue
to use this location for their parolees. What a Joke!!!!.
Parole agents are advised that
once a parolee is residing in a treatment program they are to reduce
the parolees classification to the
lowest level of parole supervision
and not make face to face contacts
with the parolee. As one would expect the parolees end up leaving the
program at record numbers. The
parole agents when notified maybe
a week or two later by the program
staff then request a warrant for the
parolees arrest. Once the parolee is
re-arrested the same process starts
all over again. Objective: Avoid returning a parolee to custody even at
the expense of public safety.

What is of major concern is
that many of the State Contracted
Substance Abuse Live Programs
have the parolees apply for County
funded General Relief Public Assistance. This is occurring up and
down the state and is referred to as
double dipping.
In February 2008, One of the
Administrators of DAPOS’s Division of Addiction and Recovery
Services was arrested by the Yuba
City Police Department for Driving
Under the Influence. Sacramento
Bee broke the story in June 2008.
DAPO had made every attempt to
keep this matter quiet. The Administrator continues with his employment. Just another example of the
CODE OF SILENCE at the highest
levels of the Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation and the
Department of Adult Parole Operations DAPO.
Now would UC Irvine Professor
of Criminology Joan Petersilia and
others like to comment on these
true facts or do they want to continue to cover up the true facts?

PRISON
OVERCROWDING
On June 26, 2008 State Assemblyman Todd Spitzer held a news
conference in which he stated that
to date the State Attorney General, the Governor and his staff and
other elected officials have failed
to make headway surrounding AB
900. The panel of three Federal
Judges had granted the Department
of Corrections a 30 day extension
surrounding the severe prison over
crowding situation.
Assemblyman Spritzer also stated that the judges could place a cap
on prison population and order immediate early releases of inmates.
Inmates that would not fall under
the early release program are those
that received prison terms for severe sex related criminal offenses,
murder and other severe violent
criminal offenses. But rest assured
all those hard core gang members
currently in prison for Ex- Felon
Possession of firearms will be released. Remember that an ex-felon
possession of a firearm is not a violent criminal offense. Our readers
will have to decide for themselves
if they think that violent crime
within the City and County of Los
Angeles will continue to decline.
Do you think the Federal Government will take over the California
Department of Corrections and the
Department of Adult Parole Operations?
On this date June 28, 2008 as noted
in the Los Angeles Times, “Prison
Health Talks Falter” There are
many explanations as to why State
Assembly Bill 900 has now been
placed on the back burner. As per
State Assemblyman Todd Spritzer
who has spent countless hours on
AB 900 he gives this explanation.
AB 900 was passed by elected officials in 2007. It called for the
expenditure of 7.4 Billion dollars
in Bonds to be used to establish
53,000 thousand beds for inmates
(medical facilities) Inmate Re-entry
programs in various counties to be
supervised by the probation departments in each separate county and
beds for parolees for the purpose of
Rehabilitation (drug treatment) in
lieu of parole violations. The intent was to provide better medical

care for inmates but also reduce the
overcrowding conditions in the California Prison System and avoid a
cap of the inmate population by the
Federal Government. Once the Federal Courts approved AB 900 this
most likely would have prevented
the early release of prison inmates
and the prevention of placing parolees on Summary Parole which
means parolees with no parole supervision.
As per Spritzer the State Attorney General office stated that there
were problems in the legal language
in AB 900 itself surrounding the
securing the bonds. However the
State Attorney failed to notify the
State legislators of the problem but
did however notify the Governors
staff who also failed to notify the
legislators.
Many state elected officials have
stated that to release the inmates
early (those identified as low risk,
non-violent offenders) with no parole supervision or to place them on
Summary Parole would be a major
public safety issue.
Other state elected officials are
advocating for early inmate releases with no parole supervision
and redefining current prison sentencing laws. In other words many
current criminal offenses defined
as per the California Penal Code as
felonies be reduced to misdemeanors offenses.
Years back when the topic first
arose the Governor himself stated
that he did not care if the Federal
Government took over the California Department of Corrections and
the Department of Adult Parole
Operations. Currently, the Federal
Government is in charge of the
Medical portion of the California
Prison System. A Federal Court
trial surrounding this matter is anticipated to begin during the fall
months of 2008.
Does anyone care to take guess
on how much money the state is going to be spending (taxpayers money) on this trial. In reality the issues surrounding AB 900 is divided
on political sides those for Public
Safety vs those easy on crime.
Unfortunately, DAPO is spending more time releasing parolees
back into the community rather
than holding them accountable for
their continuous involvement in
criminal behavior. In the long run
it is the law abiding residents, men,
women and children of the State
of California who will continue to
be the innocent victims of crime
at the hands of the criminals, low
level offenders, urban terrorist gang
members and far less from violent
offenders.
Next month we hope to give you
an update on the progress of the
law suit pending surrounding the
illegally placed paroled sex offenders in the El Sereno Area by DAPO
Region 3.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
residents talking about it.
THE VOICE contacted Gilbert
Zepeda who owns three restaurants named “El Puerto Escondido” which specializes in Seafood
Cuisine. One of his restaurants
is located in Inglewood, one in El
Sereno and the other just opened in
the Inland Empire. Zepeda stated
“they (LONCHERAS) do not really affect us in reality, in the matter
of fact when we opened our first
restaurant in Inglewood, Zepeda
explains there was a LONCHERA
that has been parking there for
years, we actually opened up the
restaurant at his front door and
today we still both operate without any problems for the past 15
years.”
Zepeda did state “LONCHERAS
do have a right to earn a living as
well, as long as they can maintain
a clean and safe environment, keep
to the standards the Health Department stipulates, stay at a reasonable distance from restaurants in
the area where they are going to
operate, there shouldn’t be any
problems.” When we ask Zepeda
his thoughts on food vendors in
carts things changed right away.
Zepeda stated “Food vendors
that operate from carts should not
be permitted for several reasons,
first and foremost it’s a safety issue, you do not know where they
prepare their food, there is no running water, no way to keep the
food at the temperatures required
to keep it from going bad, and they
often leave the place dirty.”
Restaurant owners have felt
the pinch on sales some say it is
because of gas prices, the others
blame the LONCHERAS. THE
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VOICE has seen a couple of restaurant owners take an aggressive
move and purchased their own
trucks to compete for the mighty
dollars that Angelinos are spending.
Another example of this is the
restaurant owner of El Puerto Escondido (the same name as the
Zepedas restaurants) at the corner
of Indiana and Whittier Blvd. in
East Los Angeles, This entrepreneur has taken a different road
and has decided to compete with
the LONCHERAS. He told THE
VOICE that there were a couple
of LONCHERAS that would park
near his restaurant. Instead of
complaining, he decided to join
the competition, he purchased
LONCHERAS, he parks one on
Indiana just south of Whittier
Blvd. and parks the other 75’ away
on Whittier Blvd. just east of Indiana, he now controls the food
consumption business in that corner and has no competition. This
has been a successful recipe for his
business, his restaurant specializes
in seafood and his trucks concentrated on selling tacos. They are
serving the needs of what this
community wants.
Another similar example is of
Alejandro Valdovino who owns a
LONCHERA as well as a restaurant in the East Los Angeles area.
His LONCHERA was recently
cited three times for not moving
his LONCHERA named La Flor
de Sahuayo in the allotted time according to the ordinance, the irony
is that it was parked in front of his
own restaurant.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

William Aparicio
TAX PREPARATION, INC
(323) 223-3486
3 5 10 N orth Broad way, Lin coln He igh ts , CA 9 0 0 3 1

GREG’s
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Specializing in:
Tune-ups, Brakes,
All Major Repairs

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up
Service

GREG EISELE
(323) 227-4774

4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032

El Luchador Del Pueblo
Jaime Gutierrez, Esq.
Abogado / Attorney

562.321.5950

elsuperxicano@hotmail.com
6709 Greenleaf Ave, Ste 202, Whittier, CA 90601

RWilliams

Termite Control & Home Care, Inc.
Ron Williams
Operations Manager
10 Years Experience
www.RWilliamsTermite.com
Ron@RWilliamsTermite.com
opr# 11638

19740 Jolora Ave.
Corona, CA 92881
P: 951.264.0457
F: 951.520.9156

TACOS UNDER ATTACK
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
He now faces the challenge of
fighting a misdemeanor on his
record, facing the fines and possible imprisonment.
LONCHERA owners have
organized when they first heard
of the ordinances beginning to
be enforced on some of their
colleagues. This association is
taking the lead and has placed
themselves in the forefront of
this controversy. They are trying to meet and have dialog with
County and City officials, as well
as restaurant owners and Chambers of Commerce. This group
is called “LA FAMILIA UNIDA
DE CA (The United Family of
CA).
THE VOICE spoke with the
President of the organization Juan
Torres, who stated “We are hard
workers, we have our licenses and
pay our taxes, we keep our places
clean, its good for our business,
we have loyal customers that enjoy coming to our LONCHERAS
for several years.”
Nonetheless, law enforcement
officials say that complaints about
taco trucks are real and frequent,
and that the new ordinance has
clearer language that will make
enforcement easier. In a recent
interview with Eddie Torres who
is the President of the East Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce,
Torres explained to THE VOICE,
his organization has joined the
Maravilla Merchant Association, The Greater East Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce and
Whittier Merchants Association

in this fight. THE VOICE was
surprised to hear that finally all
four organizations have come together for any common cause. In
the past there has been bad blood
between a couple of the organizations, in the matter of fact this
is apparent when you talk about
the new proposed project of creating “CITYHOOD for the East
Los Angeles community.” These
organizations are still playing
the game of chess and have their
pons in place for which ever way
this project ends up.
Torres stated “We have stepped
up our efforts to complaint to
Supervisor Molina’s office. We
are taking pictures of the dirty
conditions they leave behind, and
tracking any violations they are
making. The other organizations
are also doing the same. Some
taco trucks park in the same place
all day, despite the existing law
that requires them to move every
30 minutes. In the evening they
attract an unwanted element into
our neighborhood. We are trying
to change our image and make it
cleaner and safer.”
Torres remarked “Restaurant
businesses which are chamber
members have long complained
to county officials that taco
trucks are hurting their business,
and that there are legitimate concerns regarding the food they are
serving can spoil easily, trash is
another concern as well as the
type of people that are attracted
to taco trucks.” We asked Torres,
“Are there any LONCHEROS
in the Chamber of Commerce?”

Torres could not contain himself and laughed, then regained
his composure and stated “NOT
ONE, and our community has
the most concentration of TACO
TRUCKS in the county if not the
country, I have personally gone
out and driven down Whittier
Blvd. and have counted over 15
trucks just on that street alone.”
Ron Makai a successful urban developer that has made an
investment in the Maravilla area
of East Los Angeles. It was a
difficult decision for him and
his family to invest their money
and make sacrifices to create the
“East Los Angeles Civic Center
Plaza” a newer beautiful addition
to a community that desperately
needed it. It replaced a couple
of homes and dirt lots that have
been there for over 40 years, the
land really looked abandoned.
It is located at the intersection
of Mednik and 3rd Streets. The
Civic Center Plaza host various
businesses and restaurants and
also a home to State Senator Gloria Romeros East Los Angeles
area Office.
Makai also owns a restaurant
in the new plaza as well. His restaurant specializes in an authentic Mexican dish called “alambres.” He told THE VOICE years
ago that “Taco Trucks do affect
his business and other restaurants
in the area, they prohibit a community from moving forward,
They make it unattractive for
legitimate brick-and-mortar businesses to come in.” Makia is one
of the shot callers for the Mara-
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villa Merchant Association (as
pointed out above in this article)
was one of the organizations who
has pushed Supervisor Molina to
review the ordinance.
Luis Herrera is the President
and shot caller for the Greater
East Los Angeles Chamber, he
also owns a restaurant which specializes in Birria located on Atlantic Blvd. just north of Whittier
Blvd. has told Supervisors Molinas office “We have received
many complaints from restaurant
owners who say it is very hard to
do business after 6 p.m. because
catering trucks park very near
restaurants and many restaurants
are forced to close their doors because they cannot compete with a
catering truck’s prices, it’s unfair
competition to restaurant owners.” Herrera makes these statements to media representatives
never revealing that he too owns
a restaurant. We came across
Jose Lopez a long time resident
of East Los Angeles, I grew up
here and have been coming to
taco trucks for over 30 years, restaurants owners around here do
not get it, we are a working class
community, our dollars are being stretched, this is not Beverly
Hills, wake up!
We are just trying to earn a
living and eating tacos at a taco
truck once a week is a treat for
our family, we eat good food at
affordable prices. Simply put it
is smart business, maybe restaurant owners who whine and complain should come to a taco truck
and speak with the patrons here

and research why they come to eat
here, its simple… We can afford it!
stated Lopez.
THE VOICE asks the following question: Is it coincidence that
some of the main complaints are
coming from the Chamber of Commerce and Merchant Associations
who happen to own restaurants
themselves and have assisted Supervisor Molina with her re-election campaign. Could it be that she
owes them some favors, and they
are calling in on our chips? Elias
Ibarra the Vice President of the Asociacion de Loncheros de Los Angeles stated “Taco truck owners, think
this ordinance is not a fair solution
to an over inflated problem. All of
us are being punished, they should
go after the LONCHEROS and cart
vendors who are not in compliance
of having their licenses and that are
really breaking the law and to leave
the LONCHEROS that are in compliance alone and let them earn their
living.” The association has hired a
lawyer to plea their case.
There are associations offering
assistance to LONCHEROS who do
not have the proper permits to get
legalized and follow the health department rules and regulations.
Art Pulido is one of those person he
is the President of “CLC - Community Leadership Coalition”.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Los Angeles Audubon, Pasadena Audubon, and Audubon Center at Debs Park present...

...under the stars!
Friday, July 11
OCEAN’S OASIS*
Spanish w/ English subtitles
*Preceded by a short ﬁlm about the Snowy
Plover, created by the Dorsey High School
Film Program in South L.A.

Friday, August 8
WILD AMERICA
English w/ Spanish subtitles

¡Programas en
inglés y español!

Audubon Center at Debs Park
4700 North Griﬃn Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90031
Phone: 323-221-2255
Oﬀ the Arroyo Seco Parkway (110 FWY),
between Avenue 43 and Avenue 52

7pm ................ Bird walk
8pm ................ Film

For more information, call

323-221-2255
- This is an outdoor venue
- Refreshments available
- Seating limited, arrive early
- Bring the family

Friday, August 22
WHALE RIDER
English w/ Spanish subtitles
Film Fridays is made possible by the generosity of friends of Audubon
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The Green Correspondent
It’s Our Choice - Life or Death:
Continue to fund the fossil fuel
economy or create a new life sustaining clean energy society?
Like it or not we live in interesting times. They are times of
danger and uncertainty; but they
are also more open to the creative
energy of people than any other
time in history. And everyone
here will ultimately be judged on
the effort he or she has contributed to building a new world society. Robert F. Kennedy
We are truly living in times of
danger and uncertainty. Global
warming and climate change are
accelerating. U.S. carbon dioxide
(CO2) emissions are now 19.4
percent above 1990 levels and
this year China surpassed us as
the world’s leading polluter. The
recent floods in Indiana, Iowa
and along the Mississippi River
are the most recent results, costing billions in property damage
and loss of life. Many are calling
this year’s flood a 500-year-flood,
meaning there is only a 0.2 percent chance every year for flooding of such magnitude, although
the last such flood was just 15
years ago.
The good book and most great
traditions predicted these days
would come. As Robert Kennedy
stated, we will be judged by our
contributions to building a new
world, a new life sustaining clean
energy society.
As I write, the U.S. Senate
and House just approved an additional $162 billion to fund the
U.S. military and nation building
efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
This makes the total federal funds
spent in both Iraq and Afghanistan in excess of $850 billion, a
war that was estimated to be paid
for through the profits of Iraqi oil.
Many experts now predict the total U.S. tax payer price tag will
eventually reach $2 trillion.
We are compounding our national debt, while propping up
the fossil fuel economy by funding the war effort. Not to mention over 4,000 tragic American
deaths, at least 100,000 Iraqi and
Afghanistan civilian deaths and
now two million Iraqi refugees.
All of it in order to increase gas
prices at the pump while pumping
massive profits into the pockets
of big oil companies. As Bush’s
press secretary Scott McClellan
recently wrote, “The Iraqi invasion was for the acquisition of

the third largest oil fields in the
world to supply America, which
consumes 40% of the world’s oil
supplies.”
After Bush’s tax cuts to the
wealthy, which have been criticized as both immoral and unnecessary by one of the world’s
wealthiest man, Warren Buffet,
the national debt is approaching
$10 trillion. We’re paying $416
billion in interest each year to
foreign countries, financial institutions and back to the wealthy to
borrow this money. The federal
government’s credit card has no
limit, until us citizens choose to
cut it up. How do we turn this
grave situation around?
The first step is to elect a president in November committed to
fiscal responsibility and investments in support of life through
universal education and healthcare, quality jobs, housing and
public transportation, infrastructure, public safety and renewable
energy or a healthy life sustaining
clean energy society. When you
combine the debt service and our
war funding it totals about $700
billion annually. For this same
amount we can create as RFK envisioned a new world society.
The money, resources, technology, and expertise are available
now to transform our decaying
fossil fuel (death) based economy
to a healthy life sustaining society. The choice is ours. Take action now to build the political will
to create a life sustaining society.
I say lets be the source of the
change we desire. Here are three
organizations worthy of your to
support and if you are ready to
take further local action, call us at
(323) 774-1236.
Apollo Alliance - www.apolloalliance.org
Union of Concerned Scientists www.ucsusa.org
Worldwatch Institute – www.
worldwatch.org

Roland Aranjo
Green Correspondent

Hermon Dog
Days of Summer
For the third year, Hermon
Park will be the site of a FREE
pet event featuring fun for all the
family. On Saturday July 19th,
2008 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., this
time featuring pet adoptions, veterinary technicians providing low
cost health check-ups and services, kids crafts, raffles, and dog
agility demonstrations guaranteed
to “wow” the audiences.
This years sponsors include LA
City Councilmember Jose Huizar
and the Arroyo Seco Neighborhood Council, “Dog Days of
Summer” will be held this year
around the dog park inside Hermon Park. Enter at the far end of
the park driveway, at 5568 Via
Marisol, L.A. 90042 (between
Monterey Road and the Anoyo
Seco Parkway/11 0 Freeway).
ADMISSION IS FREE

WHEN
YOU SEE
NEWS
HAPPEN
CONTACT

THE
VOICE
@

323.221.7400
SUBMIT
COMMUNITY
NEWS AND
EVENTS TO
VOICEPUB@GMAIL.COM
323.221.7400

ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
VISITED
EL SERENO
On June 6 &7, 2008, El Sereno
Elementary School proudly presented the musical extravaganza
Alice In Wonderland at the El
Sereno Middle School!
The cast included 126 talented
and energetic members ranging
from Kindergarten to 5th grade
students. It was a dynamic performance filled with dance and song
with full costumes and make-up;
a show for children by children.
The principal, Ally Treptow,
was proud of the fact that all rehearsals were held after school
and never interferred with instructional time. All the costumes were
assembled and embellished by
our extremely supportive parent
group, led by Maria Evangelista.
The musical was chosen as this
year's school-wide performance
in an effort to continue our commitment to promoting literacy by
incorporating a classic literature
piece, Alice In Wonderland, while
high lighting the musical and
performing arts talents of our elementary students.

Remembering Victor Tellez

In Memory of Victor Tellez
March 6, 1951 – March12, 2008
On this Special Day,
We would like to wish you a Happy Father’s Day!
You were a great dad and a wonderful role model
to all of us....
You will be greatly missed. And we know you will always
be looking over us up from heaven.
You will live forever in our hearts,
Your wife Edith, your children Abby, David, and Ricardo,
your cousin Heidi and nieces Melissa and Melanie

WE LOVE YOU!

RED OR GREEN
SALSA ON YOUR TACOS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
“Our organization is assisting the
LONCHEROS in their battle of
survival, if this ordinance is carried
out they’re going to force them out
of the business. This is how they
make their livelihood, this is how
they pay their rents, mortgages
cloth their families and put food
on their table, these people are
not criminals, they should not be
singled out as such” stated Pulido.
“Families come out to eat at these
Taco Trucks because it may be
too expensive for them to go to a
sit down restaurant, they can feed
their families of five people for under $20, how is that a crime? It’s
a service that community members
appreciate and politicians should
not overlook these facts”. Pulido
also acknowledges that there are
some problems with some of the
taco trucks. We have stepped up to
also educate the taco truck operators that do not operate in a safe
manner to change their ways.
Another group from Highland
Park Aaron Sonderleiter and
Chris Rutherford created a web
site named “Carne Asada is Not
a Crime”, in support of local taco
truck vendors. The website was
set up to assist the LONCHERAS
fight the new ordinance. Their efforts have produced in the neighborhood 2,500 signatures on a petition to overturn the law.
Sonderleiter, stated he was offended: “It just struck me as so unfair
and so ridiculous and so prohibitive and so devastating to something that I love.”
LONCHERAS usually run in
the neighborhood of $30,000 a
truck and up to $60,000 depending
on the size and extras you can get
with them. With gas prices breaking record highs it is real expensive for these trucks to be driving
around town. In addition to the
high price of gas take into account
the insurance cost, employees,
food, and expendables and you
get the picture it is expensive and
a lot of work to operate this type

of business.
City of LA gets in the mix
In a meeting July 3rd in Boyle
Heights, a couple of Jose Huizar’s
staff met with a community group
that is also complaining about the
illegal food vendors.
This group is asking Councilman Huizar to support the County
ordinance and start enforcing the
law here in Los Angeles as the
group cited more illegal vendors
and catering trucks will start to
move to the City of Los Angeles
because they are being run out of
Unincorporated LA County areas.
Art Pulido from CLC attended
this meeting to listen to the concerns of this Boyle Heights group.
Teresa Marquez a long time
Boyle Heights resident and concerned community activist discussed in the meeting her concerns
that illegal vendors are blocking
sidewalks and leaving trash behind
and she wants that to stop, Marquez stated “We are going after the
bad element.” Vicky Torres also
stated Boyle Heights has recently
had three councilmembers in CD
14 in the last couple of years and
they all have ignored this problem.
These are the dirtiest streets we
have in the entire council district.
Contoversy Heats up
Pulido then addressed the group
and asked them to meet with the
Familia Unida Association and
Rosalie Gurrola told Art; you
should not come into our community and asked us to listen or talk
to them (Taco Trucks), you do not
live here and you should stay out
of our business.
THE VOICE recently contacted Councilman Huizar’s office to
ask where he stands on this controversy and at press time, he has
not responded but we will have his
statement on the next issue of THE
VOICE.
Another LONCHERO who did
not want to be identified stated
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

OBAMA AND HIS FAMILY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Dr. Soetoro-Ng is very fond
of her big brother Barack and the
inspirational effect he has had on
her life. "'there’s no nepotism in
Barack’s campaign” stated Maya
Soetoro, who is employed as a
high school teacher in Hawaii.
Dr. Soetoro-Ng spoke with
the audience in both English and
Spanish. She stated “I don’t get
paid by the campaign, but I’m delighted to come here to help you
get to know my brother Barack.”
She refers to Barack as her surrogate father, guiding her as she
made major life decisions about
boyfriends, college, and careers.
“I made a few bad choices about
boyfriends. Barack would warn
me and he was always right.”
She spoke with passion and told
the crowd about their mother and
their upbringing, “we were occasionally short on money but never
short on love.” Among the attendees was the green gardeners from
El Sereno Community Garden
and Marie Salas who volunteers
at the garden stated “Our family

of gardeners welcomed you to El
Sereno as she introduced each of
the dozen or so colleagues that
accompanied her at this event.
Jorge and Connie Bravo spoke
with THE VOICE and we asked
them, how did this event end up
here in El Sereno? She responded
“State Senator Romero is a frequent diner at our restaurant and
she was here one day, received a
phone call on her cell, the next
thing I know she was asking if
she can bring Obama’s sister here
to meet the community?” Bravo
responded “we would be honored
to host this event.”
The Bravos have invested a lot
of time, money and effort to create a rustic Mexican ambiance
one like no other in El Sereno.
Their outdoor patio served as the
gathering place for this event.
They served a delicious buffet
style lunch, which included Beef
and Chicken fajitas, beans, rice,
green salad, fruit salad, and of
course horchata. The crowd left
with much enthusiasm and a satisfied appetite.

LA-32 Neighborhood Council and Public
Safety Committee Take Solid Steps In Crime
Prevention Program
The LA-32 Neighborhood
Council’s Public Safety Committee recently launched steps to
get stakeholders more involved in
Neighborhood Watch and Emergency Preparedness programs.
Beginning in late July or
early August, the Public Safety
Committee will begin walking
neighborhoods throughout the

Neighborhood Council’s region
with the intent of piloting a minimum of three new Neighborhood
Watch and Emergency Preparedness programs in the community.
“We see a need to get people involved”, says Melrose Castillo,
Chairman of the Public Safety
committee and LA-32 NC Board
member. “We’ll be walking in

specific neighborhoods throughout
the area with information designed
to help interested individuals begin
a successful Neighborhood Watch
program”, Castillo goes on to say.
Individuals will receive a bilingual
brochure with information on what
a Neighborhood Watch program is
and what stakeholders can do to get
a program up and running. With
the help of LAPD, members of
the CERT program and staff from
Councilmember Jose Huizar’s office, residents will receive kits with
easy to follow instructions on how
to build a Neighborhood Watch
program and more.
“The important thing”, says Castillo, “is that we support stakeholders who are interested in becoming
active. If anyone is interested in
launching such a program we will
help them setup the framework and
help them build the necessary contacts to ensure that our police, fire
and other public safety agencies
participate alongside residents.”
The goal of the committee’s
campaign will be to establish three
new programs in the community.
Neighborhood Watch is a crime
prevention program that teaches
residents how to help themselves
by identifying and reporting suspicious activity in their neighborhoods and relying on awareness
and social interaction as a means of
preventing crime.
Anyone interested in learning
more about how they can become
involved in a Neighborhood Watch
is asked to contact Public Safety
Committee member, Ari Ruiz at
(323) 221-0779. If anyone calls
outside of normal business hours,
they’re urged to leave a message
and a committee member will follow up with them to begin the work
of protecting our neighborhoods.
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FIVE YEARS OF WAR IN IRAQ:
THE COST TO OUR TROOPS,
OUR ECONOMY AND OUR
COUNTRY
On March 19 our country passed a grim milestone as the war in Iraq
entered its sixth year. This war has now lasted longer than the Civil War,
World War I, and World War II. and there is no end in sight.
Five years of war in Iraq has cost our country too much in terms of
lives lost, resources depleted and opportunities squandered. “Over 4,000
brave American soldiers killed, tens of thousands wounded, hundreds of
billions of dollars borrowed from future generations, a strained military
and diminished standing in the world is the price our nation has paid so
far,” Rep. Becerra said on the fifth anniversary of the start of the war.
“And one must wonder if we are truly safer now than we were five years
and one day ago.”
In 2002, Rep. Becerra cast his vote against authorizing war in Iraq, and
continues to work toward ending our military involvement there. “The
day that we end this war, bring our troops home, and dedicate ourselves
to addressing our most pressing challenges, cannot come soon enough,”
Rep. Becerra said. Here are the facts about the cost of the war in Iraq to
our troops, our economy and our country:

COST TO TAXPAYERS EVERY…
Second...........................................$3,919
Minute.........................................$235,160
Hour........................................$14,109,589
Day........................................$338,630,137
Week..................................$2,400,000,000
Month...............................$10,300,000,000
Year................................$123,600,000,000

COST TO OUR TROOPS
Killed...................................................................4,029
Wounded...........................................................29,676
Total troops deployed since 2001...................1,700,000
Troops deployed more than once.....................592,000
Troops deployed in Iraq indefinitely.................140,000
Treated at veterans health facilities.................260,000
Diagnosed with mental health conditions........100,000

COST TO THE ECONOMY
Minimum macro-economic impact…...........….$1,900,000,000,000
Projected interest on war debt….……..........…...$720,000,000,000
CBO projected total budgetary cost.................$2,400,000,000,000

INTERESTED GENERAL CONTRACTORS
Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative (LANI), a non-profit organization, is soliciting competitive General Contractor bids for the construction of façade and signage
improvements for four buildings (eight store fronts) along Huntington Drive, North
in the community of El Sereno in the City of Los Angeles. The scope of work for
this project includes but is not limited to the repair and repainting of existing exterior walls, removal of existing signage, and installation of new improvements. The
Construction Manager for the project is Berg & Associates, Inc. with the assistance
of the architectural firm, Thirtieth Streets Architects, Inc.
All prospective bidders must attend the mandatory pre-bid conference. Bidder must be a licensed contractor. Successful bidder must provide 10% bid bond,
100% payment bond (material and labor bond) and 100% performance bond.
This is a Federally-assisted project funded by the U. S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development administered by the Community Development Department of the City of Los Angeles. The work to be performed under the Contract for
Construction is subject to the requirement of Section 3 of the Housing and Urban
Development Act of 1968 as amended (12 U.S.C. 1701u Section 3). The Prevailing
Wages provisions of the Davis-Bacon and related federal Acts and California Labor
Code are applicable to the Contract for Construction for this project. All contractors submitting bids for this project are hereby notified that they will be required
to follow the Los Angeles City Section 3 Area Economic Opportunity Plan Guidelines regarding employment and subcontracting activity for work on the project.
A goal of 18% MBE and 4% WBE participation is established for this contract;
business outreach requirements apply.
Bid packages are available for pick-up at LANI, 900 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite
1128, Los Angeles, CA 90007, by calling Norma Fernandez, Program Manager, at
213-627-1822 ext. 13, between July 7th and July 21st from 9AM to 5PM.
No deposit is required for the bid package, however, any additional bid packages
will be available for a non-refundable cost per production. Packages will also be
available at the mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting/Walk-Through that is scheduled for
July 23, 2008 at 10:00AM at the El Sereno Constituent Office of Council District 14 located at 4927 East Huntington Drive North, Suite 100 Los Angeles, CA
90032.
All sealed bids must be submitted no later than August 8, 2008 at 1:00 PM at

LANI,
900 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 1128
Los Angeles CA 90017

TACOS
ASADA, CARNITAS, POLLO
CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 8
“I am scared I have been in
business for over 13 years,
and now Public Officials
want us to move our trucks
every hour to a new location, the fact is even though
we have a good following
of patrons who eat at our
truck, they are not going to
wait for me to come back to
this location in a couple of
hours.”
He continued to say “this
business is our life, this is
how we pay our mortgage,
this is how we send our
kids to school, this is our
daily bread. It is no different from being fired from a
job. We find ourselves in a
bind and we need the support of the people to help
us fight for our rights. We
know that restaurant owners are against us because
they say that we are taking
away their clients, the fact
is if thei clients want to eat
at their restaurant there is
nothing stopping them from
doing that.”
THE VOICE has driven
down Huntington Drive and
North Broadway and have
seen all the trash that is left
behind from the days business, when we have driven

by the Golondrina we have
found the surrounding area
clean, despite of the transient people and drunks who
hang out in front of Food 4
Less, next to Mickey’s Liquor Store, across the street
from the El Sereno Constituant Center which is
Councilman’s Huizar new
field office.
There have been many
times where La Golondrina
on Huntington Drive has
more people than McDonalds and Jack in the Box
put together. Rene Rocha
owner of La Golondrina
stated “Why do (government) they allow two competing restaurants next to
each other, only divided by
a driveway, they both coexist with no problem, in fact
in most cases when you see
a Jack in the Box, you can
bet a McDonalds is not far
away or around the block.
They sell the same type of
food “HAMBURGESAS”
(Hamburgers) it is called
competition and it forces
the other to strive to be better” Its good competition,
it’s good for the businesses,
and good for the consumer.
The humble Rocha, smiles
and says the competition of
LONCHERAS has made

him work harder, by keeping his surrounding area
clean and making sure that
when he leaves, it is left
cleaner than when he arrived is very important to
him. La Golondrina has
been named and rated as
one of the cities top ten best
tasting tacos in the City of
Angels.
The LONCHEROS are
facing both community support and opposition from
community members in the
area. In communities like
El Sereno, Lincoln Heights
and Boyle Heights many or
most of the restaurants in
the area close early. North
Broadway,
Huntington
Drive, Cesar Chavez, look
deserted if it was not for
the LONCHERAS being
there. People drive, walk,
ride their bikes to these locations.
Now the challenge is to
make this industry into a
food service professional
organization that will required all LOCHERAS to
hold licenses and to be in
accord with all government
agencies.
To be continued next
month!
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Dear Secretary Tilton:
I am writing to express my strong
concerns regarding the cluster
placement and housing of over 50
registered sex offenders in the community of El Sereno, which I represent in the 24 Senate District.
It is my understanding that these
offenders were placed in housing
that was in violation of state law
because of their proximity to local
schools and because the number
of offenders exceeded the number
of legally allowed residents at any
given address.
Though some of these offenders
were recently relocated, this corrective action was not initiated until
community pressure forced local
parole agents to act. I am stunned
that the Department allowed this situation to develop and that so many
paroled offenders were crammed
into a single residential building.
The action by the Department was
not only illegal, but compromised
the safety of families throughout El
Sereno.
I respectfully demand a full account of the actions taken by the
Department regarding the placement and relocation of these offenders in El Sereno, including a determination if residents were properly
notified of the offenders’ placement
and relocation as required by law.
Furthermore, I respectfully demand
a full explanation as to why your
Department failed to inform and
coordinate with the Los Angeles
Police Department regarding the

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS AND REHABILITATION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
May 12, 2008
Dear Senator Romero:
This letter is in response to your
April 9, 2008, correspondence
wherein you expressed concern
relative to the housing of registered
sex offenders in El Sereno and the
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation’s (CDCR)
notification process to local law
enforcement agencies with regard
to the release of these offenders to
local communities.
Prior to responding to your concerns, I would like to first assure
you that public safety, compliance
with law, and successful reintegration of offenders into the community remains of the utmost importance to the Department.
As requested, the following is an
account of the steps taken by the
Department relative to the offenders
in El Sereno. On January 7, 2008,
CDCR’s Division of Adult Parole
Operations (DAPO) received information on residences thought to
be compliant with Penal Code (PC)
Sections 3003;5(b) and 3003(g), as
well as CDCR policy.
After a brief investigation, it was
discovered the residences were in
fact out of compliance due to two
high schools operating on the campus of California State University,
Los Angeles (CSULA). On January 9, 2008, Region Ill parole headquarters’ staff contacted CSULA
to confirm Mass High School and
County High School of the Arts

Roosevelt High School’s MESA Team
Comes up on Top At Solar Cup Competition
Roosevelt High School's Mathematics, Engineering, Science, Achievement
(MESA) Club came out on top at the Solar Cup 2008, the world's largest solar boat
competition. The event, which is sponsored by the Metropolitan Water District,
took place in Temecula's Lake Skinner on
the weekend of May 16-18.
The regional competition involved 39
teams and as many as 800 students from
five Southern California counties. It required students to build a 16-foot solarpowered boat from scratch. In addition
to this students had to compete in boat
races, complete technical reports, attend
mandatory inspections and complete an
audiovisual project on water conservation. Roosevelt's 17-member team (which
worked for months during weekends, after
school and during school lunchtime to put
their project together) took home 1st place

for the Sprint Race, 2nd place for the Technical Report, 3rd place for the Endurance
Race and placed 2nd overall in the Newcomers Division.
A number of individuals and agencies provided guidance, material or monetary support to the project. The Salesian
Boys & Girls Clubs, which provided the
team with 1 solar panel and 2 car batteries
through its 21st Century program, wishes
to congratulate the MESA team on their
accomplishment.

If you review the last three editions of THE VOICE especially the
attachments surrounding Jessica’s
Law AB 83, 3003.5 of the California Penal Code and CDCR’s own
written policy you can see once
and for all that the Code of Silence
is orchestrated at the highest level
of CDCR ‘s own Administration.
Tilton’s response failed in it’s
entirety to address the Violations of Law and the violations
of CDCR’s own written policy
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surrounding the illegal housing
of sex offenders in the El Sereno
area. Tilton’s acknowledged that
parole agents placed more than six
persons in one residential location
and less than 2000 feet from two
High Schools both violations of
CDCR’s own written policy and
violations of State Law yet he defends those responsible with a host
of excuses.
For all the residents of the El
Sereno area namely University
Hills who called the Pasadena Parole Complex and Region 3 Headquarters during the late fall months
of 2007 to voice their concerns surrounding the illegally housed sex
offenders, please take note where
Tilton states that DAPO was only
made aware of the illegally placed
(housed) sex offenders in the El
Sereno area on January 7, 2008.
What an insult !!!!. Who did Tilton or his staff contact during the
course of their investigation? They
certainly did not contact the residents of University Hills.
Also note where Tilton stated
that “as a matter of practice, CDCR
continually strives to enhance public safety by adhering to the law and
by maintaining cooperative working relationships with stakeholders
throughout all California communities”. It is evident that he left out
the El Sereno community.
Also of major interest is Tilton’s
statement that State Senator Gloria
Romero’s staff has been working
with Thomas Hoffman the Director
of DAPO to arrange a community
meeting for the residents of the El
Sereno area.
Here we are in early July 2008,
and the Public Safety Chair for the
State of California “Gloria Romero” has failed to set up a community meeting for all El Sereno residents concerning this matter. Are
they just hoping people will forget
the incident and it will be business
as usual?
On contrast when Alhambra residents discovered that there were
only six sex offenders in their community, (El Sereno had over 50)
there was a town hall meeting set
up within 5 days, put together by
Alhambra City Council and Alhambra Police Dept., over 500 stakeholders attended. State Senator Gil
Cedillo intervened and had his representative announce at the meeting
that the sex offenders have been removed from the City of Alhambra.
Meanwhile El Sereno is witnessing
another example of Corruption and
coverup at the highest level of CDCR’s Administration.

Please Check out our Website
WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM
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Mr. James Tilton
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
1100 11th Street, Suite 400
Sacramento, CA 95814

On May 12th, 2008 just four
days prior to Tilton’s resignation
as Secretary of the Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation he
responded to Romero’s letter.

institution and DAPO staff prior to
the offender’s release.
In addition, LAPD has the ability
to access the Parole Law Enforcement Automated Data System web
link to view information on sex
offender parolees within 60 days
of their release. Moreover, all sex
offenders are required to register
with local law enforcement within
five days of establishing residence
in the community. CDCR routinely
communicates with LAPD’s Registration Enforcement and Compliance Team (REACT) concerning
the placement of registered sex
offenders on parole, and did so in
this particular circumstance. Additionally, DAPO staff communicates with Detective Diane Webb,
REACT Coordinator, on a regular
basis regarding the placement of
sex offenders within the city of Los
Angeles.
As a matter of practice, CDCR
continually strives to enhance public safety by adhering to the law and
by maintaining cooperative working relationships with stakeholders
throughout all California communities. In fact it is my understanding
staff from your office are working
with Thomas Hoffman, Director,
DAPO, in arranging a community
meeting within El Sereno in the
near future to discuss these matters,
I am confident the attendees will
come away from the meeting with a
better understanding of the supervision being provided by parole staff
in their community.
If you have any additional questions or require further information,
please contact Joyce Hayhoe, Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislation, at (916) 323-8006.
Sincerely,
JAMES TILTON
Secretary
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
cc: The Honorable Antonio Villaraigosa
The Honorable Jose Huizar
Chief William Bratton, LAPD
Joyce Hayhoe, Assistant Secretary,
Office of Legislation
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SENATOR GLORIA ROMERO
MAJORITY LEADER
24TH DISTRICT
Public Safety Chair
April 9, 2008

were operating on the campus.
CDCR then conducted an inquiry
into parolees living in close proximity to the campus. It was determined there were 12 parolees
located at 2371 Bullard Street, 9
parolees located at 1928 Marianne
Avenue, and 3 parolees located at
5067 Borland Road, for a total of
24 out-of-compliance parolees residing at these locations. On January 14, 2008, the parolees were relocated into compliant housing.
While it is ultimately the responsibility of the offender to find
compliant housing, CDCR’s policy
is to make every effort to avoid the
“clustering” of parolees whenever
possible. Statutory restrictions have
made it difficult for offenders to locate compliant housing within their
county of last legal residence.
Metropolitan areas present the
greatest challenge, given the existence of many prohibited locations
within close proximity throughout
the community. The limited availability of compliant housing within
these communities often has the unfortunate result of the clustering of
parolees or an increase in the number of parolees declaring homeless
or transient status.
Every attempt is made to address
public concerns; however, it would
not be prudent to move an otherwise compliant offender out of a
residence, forcing that individual
into homelessness. If the city or
community has suitable compliant
housing available to recommend as
an alternative, CDCR will consider
the recommendations.
In an effort to help clarify the
number of sex offenders on parole
within the community of El Sereno
and the county of Los Angeles, I
am providing you the following statistics. As of April 16, there were
32,762 parolees in Los Angeles
County of which 1,801 are required
to register pursuant to PC Section
290. Within the city of Los Angeles
there are 9,897 parolees, of-which
384 are required to register pursuant to PC Section 290. Currently,
there are 14 parolees residing in El
Sereno, none are required to register pursuant to PC Section 290.
With regard to your request for an
explanation relative to the Department’s failure to inform the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD)
regarding the placement of the sex
offenders in El Sereno, it is CDCR
policy to provide notification to local law enforcement agencies of the
pending release of sex offenders
through various methods including
written notification from releasing
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In April, 2008 THE VOICE made
a phone call to staff members employed by State Senator Gloria
Romero who represents the 24 Senate District and apprised them of
the illegal housing of Paroled Sex
Offenders in the El Sereno Area.
As a result Senator Romero sent
a letter dated April 9th, 2008 to the
former Secretary of the California
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation James Tilton.

placement and relocation of these
offenders.
Thank you for your immediate
attention to this matter. This incident is, unfortunately, the latest
in a series of mismanagement and
mishandlings by the Department I
hope that after you have fully accounted for this incident, the Department will take pro-active steps
to adhere to the law and fulfill your
responsibility to protect communities throughout California. I look
forward to a complete response by
April 23, 2008
Cc: The Honorable Antonio Villaraigosa, The Honorable Jose
Huizar, Chief William Bratton, Los
Angeles Police Department

SEX OFFENDER CLUSTERING
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IDENTITY THEFT:

Will You Be A Victim?
Identity Theft is now the fastest
growing crime in the United States
and other countries as well. In fact,
according to the US Department of
Justice, drug trafficking is now being
replaced by identity theft as the number one crime. Most people have been
or know of someone that has been a
victim of Identity Theft.
Estimates are that 10 – 15 million
people will become victims of identity
theft this year at a cost of over $50 billion dollars. That means an Identity is
stolen every 2-4 seconds. In the course
of a busy day, you may write a check at
the store, hand your credit card to your
server at a restaurant, rent a car, or apply for a credit card. Chances are that
you don’t even give these everyday
transactions a second thought. But an
identity thief does.
People whose identities have been
stolen can spend months or years and
thousands of dollars cleaning up the
mess the thieves have made of their
good name and credit record. According to USA Today, the average
dollar amount charged in ID Theft is
$92,893, the average number of checks
written is 74.6, the average number of
credit card applications approved via
ID Theft is 8.4 and the average number of hours to repair one’s identity is
600. Victims of identity theft may lose
a job opportunity, be refused a loan
or even get arrested for a crime they
didn’t commit.
Identity theft occurs when someone
uses your personally identifying information, like your name, Social Security number, or credit card number,
without your permission, to commit
fraud or other crimes.
Identity Theft includes:
* Financial and Non-Financial
Identity Theft
* Driver’s License Identity Theft
* Social Security Number Misuse
* Medical Identity Theft
* Identity “Cloning” and Assumption
Business / Commercial Identity
Theft
* Child Identity Theft
* Identity Theft of the Deceased
Contributing to this problem for
the past few years are rising levels
of methamphetamine-related identity
theft reported by federal, state, and
local law enforcement officials. Law
enforcement reporting indicates that
methamphetamine users commonly
engage in identity theft to acquire another person’s personal information,
which they either sell to obtain money
for methamphetamine purchases or
exchange for the drug.
The prevalence of such identity theft
is rising in many areas where rates of
methamphetamine distribution and
abuse are high or increasing.
Methamphetamine-Related
Identity Theft
Some methamphetamine abusers engage in various forms of identity theft
in order to obtain methamphetamine.
For example, methamphetamine abusers often generate cash by stealing and
subsequently cashing personal checks
or by using stolen credit cards to purchase merchandise that they sell for
cash or trade for methamphetamine.
Some abusers also trade stolen credit
cards or personal documents (such as
checks, bank statements, workplace
pay statements, etc.) to distributors in
exchange for methamphetamine.
The distributors then sell the stolen
credit cards and documents or provide
them to methamphetamine producers
as payment for the drug. For example,
the Central Valley California High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)
reports that drug trafficking organizations (DTOs) and criminal groups that
traffic methamphetamine in the HIDTA region organize groups of methamphetamine abusers and direct them
to steal personal identity documents in

exchange for drugs or cash. Identities
traded for methamphetamine are then
used by the DTOs and criminal groups
in a variety of ways, including: To
launder drug proceeds:
By opening bank accounts in victims’
names to deposit, transfer, and withdraw funds.
By using victims’ identities to transfer large sums of money through money services businesses and to purchase
money orders in amounts that require
proof of identification.
By applying for mortgages in victims’
names.
By using victims’ identities to acquire online credit and to make purchases. To supply criminal fugitives
within the DTOs and criminal groups
with fresh identities in order to evade
law enforcement, incarceration, or
even deportation (in the case of illegal
aliens).
To sell for cash to brokers, who
resell the identification documents to
other criminals for their use.
To purchase precursor and essential
chemicals with fraudulent credit cards
or checks.
Law enforcement reporting indicates that methamphetamine abusers
typically acquire another person’s personal information and identification
documents by sorting through victims’
garbage as well as through mail theft,
car break-ins, and Internet and e-mail
scams. Law enforcement reporting
also reveals that methamphetamine
abusers commonly form organized
groups to facilitate identity theft. The
groups typically consist of Collectors,
Converters, and Passers, who work
within a specific geographic area and
are responsible for specific tasks.
Collectors acquire identification
documents through theft of personal
information--usually from mail boxes,
dumpsters, landfills, and parked cars.
Collectors provide stolen identification documents to Converters, who use
the information to establish fraudulent
bank and credit accounts and to obtain
fraudulent checks and monetary instruments.
Passers use the fraudulent accounts
and instruments to purchase expensive
consumer items in person or to cash
fraudulent checks.
Law enforcement reporting indicates that methamphetamine is the
drug most commonly implicated in the
drug-related identity theft complaints
reported each year. For instance, law
enforcement officials in Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Kansas,
Oregon, and Washington indicate that
stolen mail and other documentation
consistent with identity thefts have
become increasingly commonplace
at locations investigated under methamphetamine-related search warrants.
Moreover, data from the National Association of Counties (NACo) 2006
Survey of U.S. Counties show that the
percentage of sheriffs reporting methamphetamine-related identity theft in
their county increased 4 percent in just
1 year--from 27 percent in 2005 to 31
percent in 2006.
However, a precise comparison of
the rate of methamphetamine-related
identity theft with rates of identity
theft associated with other drugs is not
feasible because drug-specific identity
theft statistics are not currently collected by any federal, state, or local
agency. Nonetheless, 2006 FTC data
show that rates of reported identity
thefts are highest in states that have
high and sustained levels of methamphetamine distribution and abuse. For
example, Arizona, Nevada, California, Texas, and Florida (all states with
well-documented and long-standing
concerns regarding high levels of
methamphetamine distribution and
abuse) ranked first through fifth for
identity theft complaints per 100,000

population.
In areas of the country where methamphetamine trafficking is increasing,
such as in the Great Lakes, Southeast,
and Mid-Atlantic Regions, identity
theft will quite likely increase.
Growing rates of methamphetamine
distribution and abuse and ensuing increases in methamphetamine-related
identity theft very likely will expose
the public to other forms of fraud as
methamphetamine traffickers find new
ways to exploit stolen identification
information. For instance, methamphetamine abusers may begin to use
stolen identities to seek treatment for
methamphetamine-related
illnesses
(Medical Identity Theft) or may sell
identities to individuals for their use in
seeking medical treatment, prescription drugs, and even insurance payouts
from a health insurance provider. The
effects of such medical identity theft
parallel those of financial identity
theft; however, in addition to financial
losses, victims’ medical records could
be altered without their permission.
Incorrect entries on a person’s medical record could lead to exclusion from
certain types of employment, preclusion from acquiring health insurance,
misdiagnoses, injury, and even death if
the victim receives medical care based
on incorrect information in his or her
medical records.
I first noticed the use of Identity
Theft during the 1990’s while working
as a Parole Agent and assigned to the
Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement on
the Allied Riverside Cities Narcotic
Enforcement Team (ARCNET). We
were a street level drug enforcement
team and most of what we did involved
methamphetamine and methamphetamine labs. I can not remember one
lab which we encountered where the
criminal did not have somebody else’s
checks, drivers license, credit cards or
other financial information at the site.
Of course, in those days, it was not
called Identity Theft .
It wasn’t until October 1998 that
Congress enacted the Identity Theft
and Assumption Deterrence Act which
formally established Identity Theft
as a crime. The Act established the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) as
the lead government agency for consumer matters related to Identity Theft
and mandated that the FTC establish
and maintain a centralized source for
accepting and tracking reported incidents of Identity Theft.

What You Can Do
There are certain precautions that
you can take to reduce the risk that
your identity will be compromised or
stolen.
The following tips can help you lower your risk of becoming a victim.
1) Protect your Social Security number and don’t carry the card in your
wallet. If your health plan (other than
Medicare) uses your Social Security
number, ask the company for a different number.
Scam artists “phish” for victims by
pretending to be banks, stores or government agencies. Don’t give out your
personal information - unless you
made the contact.
2) Don’t respond to a request to verify
your account number or password. Legitimate companies do not request this
kind of information in this way.
3) Shred or tear up papers with personal information before you throw
them away. Shred credit card offers
and “convenience checks” that you
don’t use.
4) Protect your personal information
on your home computer. Use strong
passwords, with at least eight characters, including a combination of letters, numbers and symbols, easy for
you to remember, but difficult for oth-

JULY 2008
323.221.7400
voicepub@gmail.com
Page 11
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5) Use firewall, virus and spyware
protection software that you update
regularly.
6) Steer clear of spyware. Download
free software only from sites you know
and trust.
7) Don’t install software without
knowing what it is. Set browser security to at least “medium.”
8) Don’t click on links in pop-up windows or in spam e-mail.
9) Do not give out financial information such as checking and credit card
numbers, or your social security number, unless you know the person or organization you are dealing with.
10) Report lost or stolen cards or
checks immediately.
11) Shred any financial solicitations
Closely guard your ATM and credit
card personal identification numbers
(PINs).
12) Put outgoing mail into a secure official USPS collection box
13) If your bills include questionable
items, don’t ignore them – investigate.
14) Order your free credit reports
and review them annually from all
three credit reporting agencies. Visit
www.AnnualCreditReport.com or call
1-877-322-8228. This is the only website authorized to fill orders for the free
annual credit report you are entitled to
under law.
STEPS TO TAKE IF YOU
BECOME A VICTIM
If you are a victim of identity theft,
take the following four steps as soon
as possible.
1. Place a fraud alert on your credit
reports.
Fraud alerts can help prevent an identity thief from opening accounts in your
name. Contact any of the three credit
bureaus listed below to do this. The
company you call is required to contact the other two, which will place an
alert on their versions of your report,
too.
Equifax: 1-800-525-6285; www.equifax.com; P.O. Box 740241, Atlanta,
GA 30374-0241
Experian: 1-888-EXPERIAN (3973742); www.experian.com; P.O. Box
9532, Allen, TX 75013
TransUnion: 1-800-680-7289; www.
transunion.com; Fraud Victim Assistance Division, P.O. Box 6790, Fullerton, CA 92834-6790
A fraud alert lets you order one free
copy of your credit report from each of
the three bureaus. Once you get your
credit reports, look for inquiries from
companies you haven’t contacted, accounts you didn’t open, and unauthorized debts. Check that your Social
Security number, address(es), name or
initials, and employers are correct.
Remove any fraudulent or inaccurate information. Check your credit
reports periodically, especially for the
first year after you discover the identity theft, to make sure no new fraudulent activity has occurred.
2. Close accounts you think have been
tampered with or opened fraudulently.
Call the fraud department of each
company. Follow up in writing, and
include copies of supporting documents. Notify credit card companies
and banks in writing. Send letters by
certified mail, return receipt requested,
so you can document what the company received and when. With new accounts, use new personal identification
numbers and passwords. Avoid using
your mother’s maiden name, your birth
date, the last four digits of your Social
Security number or your phone number, or a set of consecutive numbers. If
the identity thief has made charges or
debits on your accounts, or has fraudulently opened accounts, ask for forms
to dispute those transactions.
3. File a complaint with the Federal

Trade Commission.
You can go to www.ftc.gov and file
an online complaint or call 1-877ID-THEFT (1-877-438-4338); TTY:
1-866-653-4261; or write Identity
Theft Clearinghouse, Federal Trade
Commission, 600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20580.
Filing a complaint with the FTC provides important information that can
help law enforcement officials fight
identity theft. The FTC can refer victims’ complaints to other government
agencies and companies for further
action, as well as investigate companies for violations of laws the agency
enforces.
4. File a report with your local police
or police in the community where the
identity theft took place.
Call your local police department and
tell them that you want to file a report
about your identity theft. If the police
are reluctant to take your report, ask to
file a “miscellaneous incident” report,
or try another jurisdiction, like your
state police. Provide a printed copy of
your online FTC complaint form. The
FTC complaint, in conjunction with
the police report, can entitle you to
certain protections.
However, the best way to combat ID
Theft is to be proactive and have a service monitor your credit and provide
the restoration so you don’t have to
spend 600 hours (unless you have an
extra fifteen 40 hour work weeks to
spare) and $1500 to do it yourself.
Remember, no matter how careful you
are, you can still become a victim of
Identity Theft through no fault of your
own. This is because business databases can be hacked or an employee
can steal your information from a company like what was reported on July 3,
2007 at Fidelity National Information
Services, Certegy Check Services Inc.
(Jacksonville, FL)
William G. Sullivan, a Florida resident who worked as a senior database
administrator at Certegy, stole customer records containing credit card,
bank account and other personal information. He was arrested and convicted for downloading the information and selling it to another person for
$580,000. Sullivan’s duties at Certegy
included defining and enforcing data
access rights. The company first estimated that about 2.3 million records
were affected but quickly boosted that
number to 8.5 million in filings with
the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission. A California law firm
filed a class-action suit charging Fidelity National Information Services
(FIS) and one of its subsidiaries with
negligence in connection with the data
breach. Meanwhile Certegy has offered to settle the lawsuit.
To learn more about Identity Theft
and what to do if you are a victim, visit
www.StopIdTheftCrime.com and subscribe to the newsletter to obtain your
free 46 page eBook “Fighting Back
Against Identity Theft”.
Sources: National Drug Intelligence
Center, Federal Trade Commission
The author, Joe Nollet, is a 25 year
Law Enforcement veteran and a Certified Identity Theft Risk Management
Specialist (CITRMS). He offers a suite
of products to help protect individuals
and businesses. He also offers businesses a free Risk Assessment and
will conduct free seminars on Identity
Theft Awareness for your employees
or organizations. He can be contacted
at (909) 208-3728. You can also visit
his website at www.StopIdTheftCrime.
com or his blog at www.StopIdTheftCrime.blogspot.com or email Joe@
StopIdTheftCrime.com
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USC Institute For Genetic Medicine
Art Gallery Exhibit Probes Complex
Issues of Immigration, Care Giving
and Sustaining Social Order

ANGELINOS.... ARE YOU READY
TO GET TAXED AGAIN!
The private nonprofit Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC)
estimated the economic impact
in Los Angeles County of transportation projects that would be
financed by a new sales tax.
The construction would generate $32 billion in local economic
activity and create employment
equivalent to 210,000 full-time,
year-long jobs spread over a 30year construction period.
The LAEDC also found that
the tax increase would cost residents just $25 more per person
annually. Residents will pay
about 42 percent of the sales tax
raised with businesses and tourists footing the rest of the bill.
In contrast, the American Automobile Association and the TRIP

transportation research group
estimate that traffic congestion
costs county residents more
than $2,000 per person a year
for wasted fuel, productivity and
sales and other costs.
At it s June meeting, the Metro Board will consider requesting that the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors put a new
half cent sales tax for transportation on the November ballot.
If it goes on the ballot and garners two thirds approval by voters, the new tax would generate
$1 billion annually over a 20 or
30 year period and would finance
dozens of street and highway
improvements and new public
transit projects in Los Angeles
County.
Specific projects will be listed

in the Board report along with options for accelerating the schedule of new rail and bus projects
already in the pipeline if a tax is
approved by voters. The report
also will include a list of shortterm transportation improvements that could ease traffic and
a draft ordinance.
The tax discussion will coincide with the Metro Board’s review of the agency’s draft Long
Range Transportation Plan that
looks ahead to the year 2030
and addresses mobility improvements necessary for handling
another 2 million people living
in the county and exponential
growth in truck and rail traffic
moving cargo from the Ports of
Los Angeles and Long Beach.

ADVERTISE IN THE VOICE
YOUR CLIENTS ARE READING IT RIGHT NOW!

National
Night Out
National Night Out is a community based campaign to take a
stand against crime. It takes place
this year on TUESDAY, AUGUST
5TH, 2008 Hollenbeck events start
at 6pm
It unites citizens, law enforcement agencies, civic groups, businesses, neighborhood organizations
and local elected officials from
over 10,000 communities from all
50 states.
In all, over 34 million people
participated in National Night Out
2007.
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT is designed to heighten crime and drug
prevention awareness, strengthen
neighborhood spirit and policecommunity partnerships: and send
a message to criminals letting them
know that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.
This year Boyle Heights is participating in their 3rd Annual National Night Out event and El
Sereno is starting their first annual
event. THE VOICE has joined efforts with the Los Angeles Police
Department, Councilmember Jose
Huizar, Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and the Hollenbeck CPAB Committee (Community Police Advisory Board) which has community
members from Boyle Heights, El
Sereno and Lincoln Heights to

bring this event to our communities.
In El Sereno, Barrio Action
Youth and Family Service Center is spearheading the El Sereno
event along with the assistance of
Assemblymember Kevin de Leon
45th District. There are many fun
activities planned at both events
along with community resources
and food. The El Sereno event
will start at Barrio Action Youth
and Family Center located at 4927
Huntington Drive and start a with
a community peace walk thru the
streets of El Sereno and ending up
at El Sereno Park.
Put on your walking shoes and
walk with neighbors, and meet new
acquaintances that live in this community. Turn off the TV, (you can
catch up with novelas on Wednesday) and get outdoors and enjoy
this summer evening with your
community.
The event will feature an outdoor movie theater. Both events
are FREE, Let your friends and
neighbors know about this event,
it is important in building community relationships. For more information on the Boyle Heights event
contact: 323.526.3059 and The El
Sereno event 323.221.0779. SEE
YOU THERE!
TUESDAY AUGUST 5TH, at 6pm

Artists Barbara Strasen’s and
Luis Moreno’s exhibit Immigration: A Transfusion to the Body
Politic is open to the public at the
USC IGM Art Gallery - continues
through October 31, 2008.
Immigration explores the tension
between the individual’s urge for
self-affirmation and the longing to
establish connection with the universe. Strasen’s paintings portray
this tension beginning with the rudimentary evolution of life in the
plant and animal kingdoms, and
intensifying as life evolves into
more and more complex forms and
of greater biotic and geographic
diversification.
The individual being, subsumed
within the dramatis personae of
the cosmic enactment in the moment, cannot enjoy the dramatic
act as a whole. As individuals,
each of us feels psychic and physiological energies confined within
us, only partially aware of our
self-limitation. The perception of
self as a self-contained part played
within the universal drama generates a crisis of consciousness out
of sync with nature’s order. Viewing Strasen’s paintings and sharing
the gallery events allow viewers to
approach a re-awakening sense of
the whole and provides tools for
prompt, effective decision making.
By symbolizing images from
our collective daily lives and those
from our mythological and anthropological past, Barbara Strasen
has hit upon a strategy that allows

her to probe the mysteries of memory, time and social order. Her
technique employs a delicacy that
enables the viewer to shift focus
from the cosmos to the individual
and back again. She creates visual
time capsules on canvas, depicting
everyday images of contemporary
life, its complexities and contradictions, amidst the evolutionary
process in layers of acrylic glaze
on canvas.
In concert with Strasen’s work is
that of her protégé, Luis Moreno,
whose paintings depict intimate
moments of migratory necessity,
a clutching at the past in the spirit
of hope for the future. Their combined works illuminate complexities of change and of personal and
social responsibility.
They symbolically employ elements of social devolution too often defined by fear, isolation and
hopelessness. The artists’ openminded confrontation inspires a
broad, yet humane approach to
meeting the challenges of our
times and the process of care giving within our world society.
The IGM Art Gallery is open
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m.
to 5:30 p.m. and by appointment
on weekends.
The Institute for Genetic Medicine is located at 2250 Alcazar
Street, 2nd Floor, Los Angeles,
CA 90033, on the USC Health
Sciences Campus.
www.usc,edu/igm.org

GET EVERY
PENNY BACK
Tired of paying for life insurance each
month knowing you will lose every
penny you paid if you don’t pass away.
AIG has now solved that problem.
You can protect your family and cover
expenses like the mortgage with AIG’s
“Return of Premium” life insurance.
And if you don’t pass away, AIG will
return to you every penny you paid at
the end of your policy term.
No kidding...That’s why they call it
Return of Premium Life Insurance.

Call today
(323) 225-2600
for a free quote
THE STRENGTH TO BE THERE.
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Connecting with the Community
VALLEY BLVD. CONNECTOR ROAD
IS IT DISCONNECTED?
City of Los Angeles Council District 14
Attn: Councilmember Jose Huizar
200 N. Spring St. Rm. 465
Los Angeles, CA 90012
213 473-7014
Connecting with the Community
Why have civic leaders forsaken us? Since the inception of the Valley Blvd.
Alhambra Avenue. Connector Road many civil servants from various governmental
levels have been iniquitously supportive of this rancorous traffic solution. Completing
this Connector Road Project would be adding to a historical archive riddled with environmental complacency and discrimination.
Recent health studies by prominent researchers all point to the various ill effects
that highways harbor for unsuspecting denizens. By undertaking such a project, the
supporters of the connector road will only accomplish moving the smog and pollutants
from a major thoroughfare, which is designed to handle high traffic, to neighborhoods
streets, which are not designed for this purpose.
For the historical record, there was a tremendous effort on behalf of many grassroots
and civic leaders to help remedy the traffic congestion throughout the Meridian Corridor. Unfortunately, their legal gains have created policies that perpetuate the same kind
of ramifications for the misrepresented residents of El Sereno, and Alhambra. This
flawed governmental collective effort will have managed to create traffic patterns that
would damage our wellness, and lower property values. The policymakers invoked the
belief that the needs of the many outweighed the needs of the few, or the one. In the
guise of “progress”, both communities were written off as collateral damage.
As elected officials, it is your responsibility in making sure that our communities
are not abused. WE plead that our leaders find a solution that will safeguard the future
prosperity for ALL who live in, and around El Sereno. Your righteous decision to abandon the Valley Connector Project will mean that neighboring communities will not have
to contend with the ravages that an onslaught of vehicular traffic pollution brings. Allow us to breathe easier and longer by studying the viability of a proposed 710 Tunnel.
Whether the tunnel is doable, or not, please convince CALTRANS that extending the
Interstate 710 Freeway 1,500 ft. to Mission Rd. is not an “interim” solution, but a final
solution that would cause the demise of our hardworking communities.
With the 710 Tunnel, all cities will shoulder the ecological toll. A decision to proceed with different projects, and NOT the Connector Road should be a positive resolution for FHWA, CALTRANS, LACMTA, and the City of Los Angeles. The almost
completed Valley Grade Separation Bridge, and the other smaller scale projects should
serve their intended purposes by simultaneously moving traffic, and safeguarding our
communities. Furthermore, State Route 710 relinquishment legislation would finally
deem state owned properties along the route-gap, surplus properties. As a community,
we seek closure to a contentious episode that has lingered on to the detriment of all
parties. Please do not allow beleaguered El Sereno, and Alhambra to further sink into
a quagmire of gaseous impurities. Instead of the VACR, create a permanent park on
the existing vacant lot between Valley Blvd., and Mission Road. End the park with a
cul-de-sac. Moreover, build a pedestrian bridge over the railroad tracks connecting the
park to all the impacted communities.
Citizen of The United States of America,
Peter A. Orona
FYI: http://eng.lacity.org/uprs/internet/2628.pdf

WATER WASTERS
Nahai is the king
By Ron Kaye
Here’s some facts about your city leaders water usage habits
The people who blithely jackup your DWP rates and want you to drink recycled toilet
water..... you don’t want to miss this:
Coffin reports: The annual average per person water consumption of LADWP customers is
56,576 gallons per year or 163,000 gallons for the average 3 person household.

H. David Nahai (DWP General Manager) - 434,220 (a staggering 310% times
more than my household!! ) (This is the person who is asking angelinos to cut
back n their water usage or suffer the consequences)
Rocky Delgadillo (City attorney) - 423,368 gallons
Mayor Villaraigosa - 386,716 gallons
Jack Weiss - 254,320 gallons
Bill Rosendahl - 230,384 gallons
Tony Cardenas - 219,912 gallons
Greig Smith - 219,164 gallons
Dennis Zine - 194,480 gallons
Wendy Gruel - 190,740 gallons
Jose Huizar - 142,120 gallons
Eric Garcetti - 88,264 gallons
Janice Hahn - 83,776 gallons
Bernard Parks - 35,156 gallons
SOMEBODY CALL THE WATER POLICE GUYS AND REPORT THIS GUY.
WAIT A MINUTE...HE IS THE WATER POLICE GUY! DOH!!!

EL COMITE DEL BICENTENIAL DE
EL SERENO CANCELA
EL DESFILE DE INDEPENDENCIA
Por este medio queremos hacerles saber a la comunidad la cancelacion
de el Desfile de 4 de Julio de este año que debia celebrarse el Domingo
29 de Junio 2008. Lamentamos mucho haber tomado esta decision.
La razon principal por esta cancelacion es por falta de donaciones.
Consideramos que esta situación economica por la que todos estamos
pasando es la causa mayor.
Dejenos decirle brevemente como trabajamos los miembros de el Comite Bicentenial. Cada miembro que pertenece al Comite es voluntario
invertimos mucho de nuestro tiempo para buscar la manera de traer
fondos.
Donaciones, haciendo eventos, ventas de comida, rifas y ventas de
yarda. Como informamos anteriormente arriba este año no podra haber
desfile.
Para el proximo año ya nos estamos preparando para celebrar el 50
aniversario de este magno evento. Tenemos el proposito de lograrlo una
vez mas para el disfrute de nuestra comunidad de El Sereno.
Increiblemente somos una de las pocas comunidades que hace el desfile de la indenpendencia de el 4 de Julio. Por favor apoyenos con sus
donaciones y su participacion en nuestros eventos.
Asi es como poco a poco logramos juntar la cantidad que se nececita
para pagar el desfile cada año.
Tambien queremos tomar esta ocacion para agradecer a las personas
que generosamente mandaron sus donaciones este año.
Invitamos a la comunidad a ser miembros activos, todos son bienvenidos.
El Bicentenial tiene su junta cada primer martes de cada mes en la
biblioteca de El Sereno a las 6:30 pm. Agradecemos la oportunidad
para dar esta información. Atentamante la mesa Directiva

EL SERENO BICENTENNIAL
COMMITTEE CANCELS
INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE
We want to notify the community of the cancellation of the 4th of July
Parade this year which was going to be held on Sunday, June 29, 2008.
We very much regret having taken this decision. The main reason for
this cancellation is due to a lack of donations.
The Bicentennial committee consist of community volunteers that
invest lots of time to look for ways to raise funds. We receive donations,
have food sales, raffles and yard sales.
We are now working towards next years event in which we will be celebrating our 50th anniversary of this great event. We intend to work hard
to achieve this goal for our community of El Sereno. We are incredibly
one of the few communities that has a Independence Day Parade.
We like to thank the supporters who have made donations and their
participation in our events.
We also want to take this occasion to thank the supporters who generously sent their donations this year.
We invite the community to become active members in our committee. The Bicentennial Committee has it’s meeting every first Tuesday of
every month at the El Sereno Library at 6:30 pm.
BICENTENNIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Genevieve P. Hall
Vice President
Violeta Urbina
Treasurer
Maria Elena Garcia
Recording Secretary
Martha Nunez
For more info / Para información llame al (323) 225-8625 (323)221-2527

EL
EL TAQUITO
TAQUITO RESTAURANT
RESTAURANT
Authentic Mexican Restaurant

Tortas
Burritos
Taquitos
Tacos
Tostadas
Serving Delicious Food for Over 20 Years

Daily Specials Monday thru Friday
Sabroso MENUDO Sabado y Domingo

(323) 223-1649
5053 North Huntington Drive, El Sereno, CA 90032
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Many of our readers may now
think or assume that we have a
Crystal Ball. In our June edition
we wrote that on February 21st,
2008 the Los Angeles Police Department came very close to losing the lives of two of our finest
police officers both assigned to
the Northeast Division during a
major shoot out with gang members on Drew Street.
Parolee Daniel Leon was on parole for a criminal offense which
did not fall under 667.5 pc however, he was properly classified as
a High Control supervision case
due to his history of violence and
gang affiliations. Leon armed
with an assault type firearm made
an attempt to kill the two Los Angeles police officers. Leon himself was shot and killed by police officers during the exchange
of gunfire. Rafael Carrillo who
was subsequently arrested was
on parole for Operating a Motor
Vehicle without Owners Consent
a low-risk criminal offense was
supervised as a Control Service
level of parole supervision. Carrillo had long been identified as a
Hard Core gang member is now
facing charges for Murder and
Attempted Murder on Police Officers.
On Wednesday, June 25th, 2008
during the early morning hours
Los Angeles Police officers,
SWAT officers, sworn members
of various State and Federal Law
Enforcement Agencies and police
officers from the Glendale police
department armed with Federal
Search and Arrest warrants invaded Drew Street. United States Attorney Thomas P. O’Brien called
the gang sweep “the largest gang
take down in recent Los Angeles
City History.
The Federal Rico indictment
named 70 defendants 28 of which
were arrested on this date. Several individuals named in the Federal indictments remain outstanding
while others named are already in
custody. If successfully prosecuted many of those arrested could
face life terms in Federal Prison.
Many of those arrested and or
listed in the Federal indictments
were either on current active parole status, previously on state parole supervision and discharged
or on probation and many supervised Under the Prop. 36 the Drug
Diversion Program.
Many of those arrested if you
review their past criminal arrest
and conviction (Pre-sentencing
Plea Bargain agreements) histo-

ries were classified as low-level,
low-risk, non-violent criminal
offenders. Now these same individuals are facing Federal charges
for Murder, Attempted Murder on
Police officers, Robberies to and
include Home Invasion Robberies
and a host of other violent criminal offenses.
Recovered during this major
gang sweep were more than 15
firearms to and include assault
type weapons, illegal drugs and
boxes of ammunition were also
recovered.
Los Angeles Police Chief William Bratton stated during the
live news conference “those arrested will not be sent to California State Prison where they can
lounge around but be sent to Federal Prison facilities.”
On Monday, October 8th, 2007,
Joan Petersilia Professor of Criminology at the University of California Irvine and appointed chair
by Governor Schwarzenegger to
the Rehabilitation Strike Team
wrote an editorial in the Los Angeles Times. If one reviews the
article it is evident that Petersilia
has no true concept and or understanding of what a non-violent,
low-level, low risk criminal offender is.
One needs to look beyond the
current commitment offense as
to how to rate an inmate and or
parolee as a low- level, low-risk,
non-violent criminal offender. It
is also evident that Petersilia has
for to long resided in her Ivory
Tower and it is suggested that she
along with selected State Elected
officials walk the mean streets of
Los Angeles County and communicate with residents who have
been held captive by parolees who
are classified as low risk criminal
offenders.
What is also interesting is how
Petersilia compares California parole recidivism rate to that of the
State of Florida. After the state of
Florida did a complete overhaul
of its Criminal Justice System to
and include their Parole policy
there was a major outcry by the
residents of Florida due to the
escalation of violent crime at the
hands of individuals who should
have been under direct parole supervision.
As anyone knows statistical
results from a research study can
be construed and manipulated
as to obtain a favorable result or
the results one wants in relationship to a research study or for that
matter as to who is paying for the
research study. If Petersilia had
done her home work she would
have found that those parolees
classified as low risk, low level

DISSECTING DREW STREET
LOW LEVEL, LOW RISK, NON VIOLENT
CRIMINAL OFFENDERS
criminal offenders are the ones
being arrested and charged with
new violent criminal offenses.
Just recently the new head of
the Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation Matthew Cate
stated “that the concept of releasing inmates on Summary Parole
remains a possibility”. This just
means no parole supervision at
all.
During the past two weeks
parole District Administrators in
Region 3 Los Angeles County
were advised that they can at will
reduce the classification ratings
of parolees to a lower level of
parole supervision. The District
Administrators don’t have to review the parolee’s field file or the
parole agent’s record of supervision notes. This all in attempt to
reduce parole supervision costs.
If Region 3 Department of Adult
Parole Operations were truly concerned about financial expenses
then why did they foot the bill for
a recent sit down luncheon at a
very nice eatery in Long Beach?
One can understand paying for
those who were honored but paying for Administrators, parole
agents and support staff now that
is a new one. Why did Region 3
Administrators shell out and pay
for more than a hundred plaques
for parole agents for doing their
jobs? Did the parole agents not
receive their monthly pay checks
for doing their jobs? Didn’t the
Governor state that he wanted
each state department to reduce
it’s overall spending by 10%.
RETURNING PAROLEES TO
CUSTODY FOR PAROLE
VIOLATIONS
If a parolee is arrested by an
outside law enforcement agency
and the parole agent receives the
arrest notification the following day then the agent prepares
a probable cause statement and
submits the completed documentation to the parole unit supervisor. The parole agent was then
held responsible to obtain a copy
of the police arrest report, interview the parolee and other interested parties and then make a decision based on their investigation
as to recommend that the parolee
be referred to the Board of Parole
Hearings or receive a lesser parole sanction and released from
custody.
Now in Region 3 everyone
marches to a beat of a different
drummer. More recent parole
unit supervisors are being encouraged to make a decision upon receiving the probable cause statement without allowing the parole

agent to obtain a copy of the arrest report and complete an investigation especially when parolees
are arrested on a No Bail Felony
Warrant for avoiding parole supervision only and no other open
charges are pending.
Lets give an example, the police
arrest report may state that the parolee was arrested after being observed with gang members, or in
possession of a knife with a blade
exceeding two inches and the
parolee has special conditions of
parole not to associate with gang
members. Both the gang association and possession of the knife
with a blade of two inches are not
violations of the Penal Code but
are violations of the parolees conditions of parole. The supervisor
makes the decision to give the parolee remedial sanctions and the
parolee is released from custody.
The parolee then decides to again
avoid parole supervision and a
new warrant for his/ her arrest is
issued.
If the parole unit supervisor
refers the case to the Vadivia
Parole Administrators then the
Parole Administrators have the
right or do they to incorporate
new charges as to fit the mold for
a drug treatment program, fail to
address a serious parole violation
charge or recommend that the
charges submitted be dismissed
all together.
Recently, a Valdivia Parole Administrator ordered that a parolee
be released from custody and
placed into a live in drug treatment program.
The parolee in question can’t
reside in a location less than 2000
feet from a school or park due to
AB 83. Even after the Administrator was advised that the parole
agent could not locate a live in
drug treatment program that was
in compliance with AB 83 the parolee in essence received no type
of sanctions at all for his parole
violations.
It is not just Parole Unit Supervisors, Valdivia Parole Administrators but Deputy Commissioners who make decision at the
Parolee Revocation Hearings are
also making poor decisions.
On October 28th, 2007, Second
Striker Parolee from Northern
California Marco Anthony Topete was arrested for possession
of illegal drugs, consumption of
alcohol in a public place and gang
association. No outside charges
were filed and he was facing a
parole violation only. Topete had
spent several years (12) in state
prison for the shooting of another
person. Topete was a documented
gang member and had a special

no gang association condition of
parole.
On November 14, 2007 he
had a parole revocation hearing
where Deputy Commissioner B.J.
Moore dismissed both the possession of illegal drugs and the gang
association charges and gave Topete time served. Topete was then
released from custody.
In past times the possession of
illegal drugs may have been dismissed but the violation of the parolees special no gang association
especially with Topete noted history of violence would have returned him back to custody for 12
months with no good time credit
for the parole violation.
What needs to be noted is the
fact that Deputy Commissioner
Moore stated in her written documentation after the conclusion of
the Parole Revocation Hearing
that Topete a married man with
children had been on parole for
a year and six months and had
remained free of any parole violations and that he was gainfully
employed.
First, Topete had only been on
parole for less than eight months
and the parole agent had no
knowledge that Topete was employed.
On June 15th, 2008 Yolo County Sheriff Deputy Jose Antonio
Diaz a 10 year veteran observed a
vehicle speeding down the highway in the rural community of
Dunnigan. A traffic stop was initiated and Deputy Diaz was shot
by a high-powered rifle. Deputy
Diaz died as a result of his gunshot wounds but not before he
was able to name the suspect that
had shot him. Topete was apprehended and has been charged with
the murder of Deputy Diaz.
According to very reliable
sources in the Sacramento area
Deputy Diaz family members are
consulting with attorneys to see if
they can file a wrongful death law
suit which names Deputy Commissioner Moore and the California Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation as defendants.
How many more innocent people, law enforcement officers and
small children have to be killed,
tortured, abused, and have their
personal rights violated by parolees both violent and non-violent
offenders before the Department
of Corrections and Rehabilitation
and the Department of Adult Parole Operations realize that there
new policies were ill conceived
and will only enhance more violence within the communities.

THE NC/LADWP MOU SPIRIT OR WRITTEN WORD
By Soledad S. Garcia
Before the ink was dry, the
original Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Task Force
believed we had set up a means
by which there would be “Transparency and Early Notification”
so that Neighborhood Councils
could provide input on significant
projects, budgets and changes
before the DWP Board of Commissioners delivered a final vote.
The responsibility rested with the
OSC to notify DWP where the

MOU was not being followed.
At the June 28, 2008, meeting
between OSC, DWP and Task
Force members it became clear
that DWP’s primary issue was the
OSC advocacy position taken in
the matters of budget and timeline, notification and significant
projects.
Additionally, DWP
would notify Neighborhood
Councils directly.
The OSC objective was the
protection of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU). The OSC

agreed to remain focused only on
the implementation of the MOU
without advocating. However,
certified NCs have the right to
communicate directly with DWP,
City Council, City Boards and
Commissions directly or in writing on NCs’ concerns.
The OSC will direct communications to DWP when so directed
by the signatories to the MOU.
We do reserve the inherent right
to advise when communications
are ignored.

This was a good meeting. We
exchanged issues and concerns
which had been lingering. The
open communication between
OSC and DWP is appreciated.
OSC looks forward to
future
meetings. This was a good beginning and we hope to build on this
positive first step. We will both
strive to fulfill our commitments.
Present on Saturday, June 28,
2008, were Jim Alger (mediator),
David Nahai (DWP General Manager), Jack Humphreville (OSC

Vice Chair), Ken Draper (CityWatch), Tony Wilkinson and Billy
Hays (OSC Region Liaisons), Joe
Ramallo (DWP PR) and Soledad
Garcia (OSC Chair).
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REMEMBERING HORTENSIA R. MAGANA
Hortensia R. Magana, who
started out in the United States
as a simple factory worker to
eventually lead and own one of
the largest tortilla wholesalers in
the nation, passed away Tuesday,
July 1st, surrounded by family
and friends.
Her life was the epitome of the
American Dream. Mrs. Magana,
who arrived to Los Angeles as an
immigrant from Nombre de Dios,
Durango, Mexico in the 1960’s,
started working as a factory
worker in Los Angeles.
Eventually, she and her husband, Samuel, opened a small
grocery store in Gardena, California in 1969 -- named Diana’s,
located on the corner of 166th
Street and Normandie Avenue.
Using proceeds from the small
grocery store, which still operates today, they bought their first
tortilla factory in Maywood, California in 1973.
Over the past three decades, she
and her husband built up Diana’s
Mexican Food Products, Inc. into
a leading corporation. The company produces wholesale tortillas
and other Mexican food products,
and owns a chain of Mexican restaurants and grocery stores across
Southern California.
Mrs. Magana’s company has
evolved into one of the largest
wholesalers of tortillas in Southern California, Las Vegas and
across the Pacific in Japan where
the popularity of authentic Mexican cuisine has, in recent years,

skyrocketed.
A recognized business leader
in the Latino community, in 1984
Mrs. Magana helped establish
and was a founding member of
the Mexican Chamber of Commerce, which promotes businesses serving the Latino community
in Southern California.
Because of Mrs. Magana’s
successful business acumen and
leadership skills, the Los Angeles Business Council named her
Businesswoman of the Year in
1998.
However, she was best known
internationally as a caring philanthropist and community activist.
Last year, the Government of the
State of Durango, Mexico named
her “Woman of the Year” because
of her extensive and important
charity work.
In 1991, she started and funded
the Fundacion Liyame in Durango, Mexico, which trains and
assists parents of mentally and
physically handicapped children.
The Foundation helps integrate
these children into the mainstream population by providing
transportation to special education schools and training them
with basic work skills.
In addition, Mrs. Magana’s international organization conducts
regular workshops for parents
and provides material support on
caretaking and hygiene practices
for handicapped children.
Mrs. Magana was also a respected leader in a variety of pub-

lic charities in Los Angeles.
Between 1984 until 2006, she
served as both Executive and Public Relations Director of Comite
Mexicano Civico Patriotico, one
of the nation’s oldest Mexican
service organizations. Founded
in 1931, the committee organizes
events and relief efforts around
important Mexican holidays including the televised Mexican
Independence Day Parade in East
Los Angeles.
In 2005, Mrs. Magana organized a special collection during
the Mexican Independence Day
Parade festivities to help victims
of Hurricane Katrina and the
American Red Cross.
From 1984 to 2000, Mrs.
Magana had served as a board
member and, for a period of five
years, as President of The Comite
de Beneficencia Mexicana, a notfor-profit social service organization which educates and assists
immigrants about healthcare,
immigration, and educational issues.
During Mrs. Magana’s tenure,
the Casa del Mexicano provided
clothing and other provisions to
hundreds of needy families in the
Boyle Heights/East Los Angeles
area and helped build seven housing units after the devastating
earthquake in Mexico City in
1985.
Mrs. Magana also helped relief services after the destructive
Hurricane Paulina hit Mexico in
1997.

Since 2001, Mrs. Magana
was Chairman of the Board of
the Consejo de Latinos Unidos,
a national public charity which
educates and defends Latino consumers against fraud and abuse.
Her leadership provoked three
congressional hearings on hospital price gouging of uninsured
Latinos.
Due to her love for arts and
culture, Mrs. Magana founded
the Fundacion Pro-Herencia Cultural de Mexico in 1983, which
promotes Mexican cultural and
folk arts and the work of the indigenous cultures of Mexico. She
also spearheaded Hispanics for
the LA Opera, which promotes
support and attendance to the Los
Angeles Opera within the Latino
community.
Mrs. Magana is survived by
her beloved husband of 44 years,
Samuel, her mother Maria Murillo de Rodriguez, her son Samuel, Jr., her daughters Hortensia
Magana Berry and Diana Magana
Haagen, seven grandchildren, and
eleven brothers and sisters.

FOR SALE
BY OWNER
86 FORD
CONVERSION VAN
Includes TV, Air Conditioning,
Window
Blinds, Skylight Window, Crome Rims, 2
Gas Tanks, Gas Cap
Lock and
Rebuilt Transmission.
Asking Price $2,000

(323) 221-0129

Feel the PAIN everytime you ﬁll up!

We have your solution!!!
By Adding one of our
Air Filters or Intake Systems
It will increase your MPG (Miles Per Gallon) an average
between - Miles per gallon.
It also Increases Horsepower and Torque!

Available thru FLOW source @ ..

ASOCIACION DE LONCHEROS
L.A. FAMILIA UNIDA DE C.A

★★★★★

ATENCION TODOS LOS DUEÑOS DE LONCHERAS
Compañeros les pedimos a todos los dueños de Loncheras que se unan
a nuestra asociación. Todos unidos jamas seremos vencidos. Es injusta esta ley, que por vender comida y bebidas, nos quieran arrestar. Ven unete a esta lucha encontra del condado y la ciudad de Los Angeles, para
poner fin a nuestra manera que manejamos nuestros negocios. Las decisiones que se estan tomando ahora tendran un impacto en nuestro futuro.
We are asking all Taco Truck Owners to join our association. Together we can
win to make a difference. This ordinance is unfair and they want to arrest us for
making a living selling food. Come join our association which is leading the effort to organize and have dialog with County and City officials that are putting a
stop to our businesses.
Decisions being made now will impact the way we operate in the future!
Presidente
Vice Presidente
Secretario
Tesorero
Consejero

Juan Torres
Elias Ibarra
Pablo Vargas
Salvador Rodriquez
Alfredo Magallanes

(323)
(323)
(213)
(323)
(562)

707-8021
351-0744
926-5261
697-7253
884-9187

asociacionlonchera@hotmail.com
SAVEOURTACOTRUCKS.ORG

NEWLAND HARDWARE

MON - FRI
8am - 6:30pm

Serving the El Sereno Community for Over 80 Years

SATURDAY

SIGN UP - FOR YOUR

8am - 5:00pm

TRUE VALUE
REWARDS CARD

SUNDAY
9am - 4:00pm

And Receive Double Points
Ask for Details

Featuring New Custom Windows For Your Home By

NEW WINDOW
STYLES
INCLUDES
Aluminum Frame * Vinyl Frame
Wood Frame * Single & Dual Glaze

$1799

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Flat Paint
Dries in minutes to a rich
uniform finish. Soap and
water cleanup. 25-year
warranty.

$2199

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Satin Enamel
High-hiding coverage.
Easy Soap and water
cleanup.
25-year warranty.

$22 99

With Coupon
E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Semi-Gloss Enamel
High-hiding and durable.
Perfect for high-traffic areas
like kitchens, baths, molding.
25-year warranty.

SCREENS

NEW SCREENS * RE-SCREENS
DOORS AND WINDOWS
ALL COLORS AND STYLES
SAME OR NEXT DAY SERVICE

JULY BARGAINS OF THE MONTH
$3 99

Less 3.99 Mail-in Rebate

FREE

Flexible Stem Gas Lighter
Consumer responsible for taxes Limit 1
Accesses hard to reach areas.
Instant on/off button, windproof flame.
R743 433 F10 While Supplies Last.

$5 99

With Rewards Card

6’ Black Wrought Iron Patio Torch
With refillable canister for citronella oil.
(Oil not included)
L 685 885 F18
While Supplies Last.

$1699

With Rewards Card

5/8” x 75’ Neverkink Heavy Duty Garden Hose
Lifetime warranty Features self staightening
technology and antimicrobial protection against mold and mildew.
L 784 678 B3
While Supplies Last.

4938 Huntington Drive South (Next to Food-For-Less Market) 3 2 3 . 2 2 7 . 1 9 3 3

