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DREAMWORKS ANIMATION
STUDIO LAUNCHES
ANIMATION ACADEMY AT
INNER-CITY ARTS
$500,000 Grant by
DreamWorks
Animation
Charitable Foundation Funds.
DreamWorks Animation
SKG CEO Jeffrey Katzenberg
officially
opened
the
DreamWorks
Animation
Academy at Inner-City Arts on
May 28, 2008.
Joining Katzenberg was Los
Angeles
Mayor Antonio

Villaraigosa, Actresses Lisa
Kudrow and Kate del Castillo
and LA Councilmember Jose
Huizar.
The announcement was made
at the lofty Inner-City Arts
campus, which is a non-profit
arts education center in the skid
row area of downtown Los
Angeles that was founded in
1989.Cynthia
Harnisch,
President and CEO of InnerCity Arts was elated and
thanked everyone
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

LAPD OFFICER
SHOT IN
BOYLE HEIGHTS

BOYLE HEIGHTS
AND
LINCOLN HEIGHTS

SEND US YOUR
GRADUATION
MESSAGES FOR THE
JULY EDITION
VISIT
LADAILYBLOG.COM

On Friday, May 9, 2008 The
New El Sereno Constituent
Center is opened for business.
The center is home to Barrio
Action Youth and Family
Services,
Councilman
Huizar's El Sereno field
office, and the El Sereno
Neighborhood Council.
Councilmember José Huizar,
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa,
State Senator Gloria Romero
joined Tammy Membreno
Director of Barrio Action
Youth and Family Services

and around two hundred community members to open this
new El Sereno Icon.
Various businesses and
church leaders came out to
inaugurate this new three story
facility, which encompasses
more than 33,000 square feet.
The facility features a gym, a
weight training room, a dance
room, a library and computer
room, counseling offices and a
parking area. At the center
piece inside the gymnasium is
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
OFFERS

OFRECE

FREE DIABETES
CLASSES

CLASES DE
DIABETES GRATIS

For Patients and
Community Members

Para Nuestros Pacientes
y Communidad

Highland Park Clinic

NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL ELECTIONS
JUNE 12TH

LET’S
GO LAKERS

Captain
Captain Blake
Blake Chow
Chow, Tammy
ammy Membreno
Membreno
Councilman Jose
Jose Huizar,
Huizar, Cynthia Ruiz,
Ruiz, Monica Garcia
Garcia

On Thursday, June 6th at approximately
3pm, LAPD Hollenbeck Division narcotics
investigators and officers from the gang
enforcement team attempted to serve a narcotics search warrant at an apartment residential building in the 2500 block of
Malabar Street in Boyle Heights.
Upon arriving and making their way into
the residence, the suspects opened fire, said
Police Chief William J. Bratton. A gun battle erupted between LAPD officers and a
group of drug suspects which were identified as local gang members, which left a
narcotics detective, a 14-year LAPD veteran, wounded with a non-life-threatening
injury to one leg.
THE VOICE received several phone calls
from Boyle Heights residents reporting that
something happened near them and that
there were police everywhere.
THE VOICE witnessed the LAPD SWAT
team arrive and gather near the intersection
of Malabar and Fickett streets in Boyle
Heights. We observed approximately 25-35
residents that were being evacuated from
their homes for safety reasons as was a continued possibility of outstanding suspects
were hiding inside the apartment building.
The residents were taken to a nearby
school. The streets were very busy with
activity and residents
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Every 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of every month
from 4:00p.m. to 5:00p.m.

Cada Miercoles de
5:00pm -a- 6:00p.m.

Lincoln Heights Clinic
Every fourth Tuesday from
4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Learn about Nutrition,
Complications, Exercise and Self
Management. Free Blood Sugar
Test Supplies with attendance to
all four classes
For more information call
Yvette Montano,
LVN Case Manager

(323) 254-5331 X3103

Cada Jueves
5:00pm -a- 6:00p.m.
Cada Viernes
10:00am a 11:00 a.m.
Aprenda acerca de Nutricion, las
Complicaciones, el Ejercicio y
Auto Gestión.
Recibe gratis los Suministros de
la Prueba del Nivel de azúcar en
la sangre con asistencia a los
cuatro clases

5 CLINICS T O SER VE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

HIGHLAND PARK
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042
(323) 254-5221

EL SERENO
4815 Valley Blvd
LA CA 90032
(323) 222-1134

LINCOLN HEIGHTS
2411 North Broadway
LA CA 90031
(323) 987-2000

LOMA DRIVE
303 S. Loma Drive
LA CA 90017
(213) 201-5800

MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC
Various Community Locations
Call for an appointment or just walk in or call for a mobile clinic visit
(323) 254-5221

“We Care About Your Health”
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Hello Neighbors,
In this edition we report on the
PUBLISHER / EDITOR
Low Level- Non Violent parolees
Carlos Morales
that are possibly going to be
GENERAL MANAGER
released in CA as early as late
Joe Rivera
June - early July from prison. We
list several examples of why this
MARKETING DIRECTOR
is dangerous to our communities.
Carlos Morales
Also we congratulate all graduPHOTOGRAPHERS
ates, and the El Sereno Club
Richard Canales
Deportivo Soccer club, that have
Starland Francis
brought home a championship to
Paul Medina
the community of El Sereno.
Ray Rios
Speaking of Championships we
Ruben Rodriguez
are rooting for our Lakers to also
Vicente Rodriguez
bring s championship back to the
City of Angels.
CFO
Councilman Jose Huizar stepped
Sal Garcia
up to the plate to start a new tradiCOMMUNITY
tion in El Sereno as well, he is
CONTRIBUTORS
hosting the 1st Annual Concert
George Cabrera Jr.
and Fireworks show on Saturday
Erica Cornejo
June 28th at El Sereno Park look
Jose Aguilar
at the calendar section on Page 3
Mark Overstreet
for more details.
Frank Serrano
The Communities of Lincoln
Ruben Chavez
Park
and Boyle Heights are both
Ray Rios
holding
Neighborhood Council
Jimmy “D”
elections on Thursday June 12 see ads for both neighborhoods
THE VOICE
throughout THE VOICE.
is an independent news media
We congratulate both communimonthly publication based in El
ties
for having great candidates to
Sereno with a circulation of
choose
from. Now readers it's
20,000 impressions. It is delivered
your turn to step up and have your
to residents in the El Sereno,
Lincoln Heights, Boyle Heights
vote be counted These candidates
and parts of Alhambra. It is also
will represent you when it comes
distributed to various businesses
to neighborhood issues that effect
within these areas, as well as
you.
emailed to all interested parties.
Happy Father’s Day to all Papi’s
Our growing network of community participation has made
this publication the primary
source for local information. We
strive to make a positive impact on
the community by reporting news
that is seldom found anywhere
else in the media to inform, and
educate this community on what is
going on in their front yard! We
welcome community interest stories, and press releases. 60 % of
all articles are written by community stakeholders THE VOICE
reserves the right to edit all materials due to space constrictions.
THE VOICE is not responsible
nor liable for any claims or offerings, nor responsible for products
availability that may be advertised. Opinions expressed in these
columns are those by the authors
who wrote them.
All rights
reserved. Reproduction in whole
or in part without written permission from the editor is prohibited.

Hey everyone we welcome
Roland Aranjo as a staff writer
reporting on GREEN ISSUES that
impact our world, his column can
be seen on page 8.
Last but not least is an update on
my weight loss I have lost 120 lbs
in a four months and 10" from my
waist.
Carlos Morales
Publisher / Editor

My School Days,
More Reflections From A Retiring Educator

By Mark Overstreet , Teacher
and School Counselor
As I reflect upon my last 30+
years as an educator, I have some
very fond memories. Memories
of little children laughing as they
joined in games. Memories of
camping trips, Boys Scouts, Girl
Scouts,
Native
American
Ceremonies, the beach, colleges,
and museums. Memories of
young faces curious as they
search for answers to a question
or wonderment at the conclusion
of a science experiment.
Memories of colleagues and
friends who shared a personal
moment of their lives. Memories
of a smile from a student in crises
who found comfort in knowing
that they had someone to rely
upon for help and support.
Being a teacher and counselor
has done me and my family well.
I set my goals and worked
towards them. I relied upon hard
work, perseverance and fortitude,
not luck (although luck is welcomed!). As someone once said,
“find a job that you like and
you’ll never work a day in your
life.” I did what I wanted to do, I
found my calling, I was a teacher
and counselor.
Unfortunately, there are some
unpleasant memories as well.
Ask any teacher, 99.9% have had
disruptive and disrespectful students, administrators who dictate
rather than collaborate, unsup-

GREEN SPACE AND
SIDEWALK FOR
S - CURVE in El Sereno
Concerned Neighbors of El
Sereno and Councilman Jose
Huizar's office have formed a
task force in an effort to develop
the Cal-Trans owned empty lot at
the intersections of Concord,

email:
voicepub@gmail.com

portive parents, and at times, face
overcrowded classrooms.
Education is the keystone of
democracy. It holds the greatest
promise of breaking the cycle of
failure.
In this great state of California,
we want and we need educated
people. We have made education
a priority. 40% of our state’s
budget goes towards creating an
educational system that provides
an equal opportunity for quality
education. Yet California lags
behind other states in graduation
rates and test scores.
Our schools have become big
business as they provide, breakfast, lunch, mental and often
times health care. For some, it
has become a “Cash Cow”, as
lawyers and their clients try to
figure out ways to tap into it’s
coffers.
The teacher’s union
ensures that inadequate teachers
are kept on the payroll, as they
force school districts into a position of spending tens of thousands of dollars to try and retrain
teachers and then make a legal
case out of it with costly legal
fees, with an end result of having
teachers relegated to a “Must
Place“ position. We have been
“throwing” money at the educational system for decades.
Money alone will not create
higher levels of learning. It starts
with the family. Strong values
towards education and success
need to be stressed everyday.
Being successful is no secret.
I’ve seen success stories everyday. I also listen to those who are
caught in the trap of victimization, blaming everyone and
everything for their problems.
There are to many people who, in
spite of the barriers placed before
them, forge ahead towards their
dreams and goals.
It is the responsibility of every
parent and every student to take

advantage of the great educational opportunities provided for
them. It starts with being the best
student that they can be, setting
goals that are realistic and working towards them every day.
We need to stop enabling students who disrupt others from
learning and teachers from teaching. As a counselor I can help
change behavior, but only for
those who want to change. For
those who do not, and continue to
disrupt, they and their parents
need to be held accountable.
During the course of my career
I have had the opportunity to
work with some extremely conscientious and dedicated people.
Many of my fellow colleagues
went well beyond the “Call of
duty” and volunteered their time,
money and expertise in order to
provide more for their students.
I have had students who attended Harvard, Stanford, USC, UC
Davis and have gone on to
become successful in their professions.
Some are now my colleagues in
education, what a pleasure that
has been. I have students who
continue to commit themselves
towards the ideals of creating a
better future, helping others and
serving their community and
country. What I have taught
them, now comes back to me and
fills my cup, providing me with
energy and inspiration to do
more and to help make this a better world.
One of my secrets of happiness
was not just doing what I liked,
but liking what I had to do. I
look forward to a new career, I
hope that I will like it as much as
I did teaching.
If you would like to join in celebrating Mark Overstreet’s retirement. Please contact Maria Elena
Hernandez, (323) 266-5414

Lowell and Alhambra Avenues
into a green space. The task force
will also address the safety issues
of the s-curve on Alhambra
Avenue with emphasis on
installing a sidewalk for pedestrian traffic. The next task force
meeting is scheduled for June
2008.

Happy Father’s Day to
GEORGE CABRERA SR.

George
and
Joel Cabrera

4301 Valley Blvd, Suite A1
Los Angeles, CA 90032

323.221.7400
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We just wanted to take
this opportunity to tell
you what a great father
you have been to us.
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968

Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
World Famous
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

TASTE OF
BRAZIL
4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

Join us for
Father’s Day, Sunday, June 15th
Special Lunch with Live Music

Reservations (323) 342 - 9422
www.tasteofbrazil.info
Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce

GRADUATION MESSAGES
The journey of a
thousand miles
begins with a single
step.
Congratulations on
this exiting step into
your life's adventure.
Love You,
Your Familia
Melinda Vasquez will be graduating
this
June
from
Francisco Bravo Medical
Magnet High School. Melinda
is the daughter of Michael and
Lupe Vasquez, long time residents of Hillside Village. She
previously
attended
Multnomah Elementary and El
Sereno
Middle
School.
Melinda has been enrolled in
the gifted program since 3rd
grade and has been on the
Honor Roll for four consecutive years at Bravo. She has also volunteered at El Sereno
Elementary School tutoring young children in mathematics
and language arts. She will be attending California State
University Los Angeles in the fall where she will be studying to earn a degree in Early Education.

BOYLE
HEIGHTS
SHOOTING

Congratulations, Princess
Nonies!
From the day you were
born you brought sunshine into our lives. We
are so
proud of you, from elementary school, through
high school, sports and
academics
you have become a parents dream daughter
come true. We will all
MISS
you very much as you go
off to college, but
remember we will
always remain
100% supportive of all
your endeavors!!!

Bike News and Info
Attention We are looking for people who want to start bike rides in El
Sereno, Lincoln Heights and Boyle Heights contact:

THE VOICE 323.221.7400
or voicenewspaper@att.net

Seeking interested bike riders to form bike rides
In the El Sereno, Boyle Heights, and Lincoln Heights communities.
Please contact THE VOICE at 323.221.7400 or voicenewspaper@att.net

SEX OFFENDERS BUSINESS AS USUAL
CDCR IS RUNNING BUT CANNOT HIDE
There were so many community
meetings during the months of
March and April 2008 surrounding both the illegal and legal
placements of paroled sex
offenders by CDCR/DAPO that
THE VOICE was unable to
report to our readers in our May
edition. Hear is a brief recap of
two of the meetings.
During the month of March the
City of Alhambra held a
Community Town Hall Meeting
in response to a public outcry by
residents of Alhambra. Elected
public officials, Alhambra
Unified School District Board
members and the Alhambra
Police Department hosted an
open
forum
at
Fremont
Elementary School. The public
meeting was covered by several
local television stations and other
news media and was aired on the
local public access television.
Over five hundred community
stakeholders attended this public
meeting and it was standing
room only.
The public outcry was over the
fact that parole agents assigned
to the Eastern Parole District had

placed High Risk Sex offenders
at 1300 South Date Street, a residential community located within the city limits of Alhambra,
just east of El Sereno. Chief of
Police Jim Hudson stated openly
to all present that his agency had
not been contacted or notified by
DAPO, that the paroled sex
offenders had been placed in
Alhambra. The Alhambra Police
Department only became aware
of the paroled sex offenders
residing in Alhambra after the
parolees contacted his agency
and made arrangements to
Register as per 290PC.
If you review the attached paragraph you can see that (Attach
Below) Thomas G. Hoffman
Director of DAPO issued a
Memorandum, policy number
08-13 which states; that due to
heightened sensitivity level of
the community with regard to
paroled sex offenders, the
District Administrator shall communicate directly with senior
local law enforcement staff,
Captain or above, to insure they
are aware of the identification
and placement of sex offenders in

their community. The District
Administrator shall maintain a
record of this communication for
future reference.
POLICY AS WRITTEN
Regional Parole Administrators
District Administrators
Unit Supervisors
Parole Agents
Page 4
District Administrator
The District Administrator
(DA), or designee, shall ensure
that all registered sex offenders
assigned within the District are
supervised in accordance with
applicable laws, regulations and
departmental policy. Due to the
heightened sensitivity level of
the community with regard to
sex offenders, the DA shall communicate directly with senior
local law enforcement staff,
Captain or above, to ensure they
are aware of the identification
and placement of sex offenders
in their communities. DAs shall
maintain a record of this communication for future reference.
Due to the heightened sensitivity
level of the community with
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Continuted from Page 1
were sitting on their porches,
standing at street corners, as other
residents from the community
made their way home from work
and school. They were surprised
to see all the police, news media,
and four helicopters.
The SWAT Team used a robot
equipped with a miniature camera
to search the interior of the apartment building for outstanding suspect. After not noticing any movement via the robot the officers
entered the residence and found a
suspect dead with numerous gunshot wounds. According to authorities they also found two handguns
and a quantity of narcotics.
THE VOICE has discovered that
the deceased suspect was identified
as an individual on active state
parole status and classified as a
low-level - non-violent offender.
The deceased suspect was under
State Parole Supervision for
Possession
of
Controlled
Substance.
During a press conference LAPD
Deputy Chief Sergio Diaz held up a
black, Kevlar military-style helmet
the injured police officer was wearing at the time of the incident. A
chalky smudge with an indentation
on the front of the helmet revealed
exactly where a bullet had struck
the officers helmet and ricocheted
off. A quarter inch lower it would
have hit the officer in the head.
Authorities said "the officers,
who were serving the warrant on a
suspect was named for victimizing
people in the neighborhood, the
officers came prepared for the high
possibility of coming under fire,
because of the suspect's history."
LAPD Commander Captain
Blake Chow stated a few hundred
officers showed up from all over
the City, from various agencies,
“We thank all of them for responding to help our fellow officers."
The LAPD officer was recovering at a Hospital and was in good
spirits stated LAPD Deputy Chief
Sergio Diaz.
Authorities did not name the
detective, however did say that his
wife is also a Los Angeles Police
Officer.
As in all Officer Involved
Shootings (OIS), there is an ongoing investigation and is being handled by the Los Angeles Police
Department Robbery-Homicide
Officer Involved Shooting Team.
As per the Los Angeles Times
article, Jose Huizar a native of
Boyle Heights stated that he was
“saddened by the outbreak of violence." It's unfortunate that this
happened because our officers are
putting their lives on the line to
make this area safe". Huizar failed
to mention the fact that recently
another
low-level-non-violent
state parolee had shot an individual
in the Hollenbeck area and then
turned his firearm on Hollenbeck
police officers. Sources close to
Huizar has stated that he supported
State Assembly member Gloria
Romero's proposal to release
inmates from state prison who have
been classified as low-level-nonviolent offenders on Summary
Parole or to return them to their
home communities into local reentry programs.
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THINGS TO DO
EVERY SUNDAY MORNING
FREE TAI CHI CLASS
Audoban Center at Debs Park
4700 N. Griffin Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90031
8:30am– 9:30 am
THURSDAY, JUNE 12TH
SPECIAL
OLYMPICS
TORCH RUN -Will be passing through Hollenbeck.
Community members are
invited to officers carry the
Torch from Northeast
Division,
run
through
Hollenbeck and pass it off to
Central Division. Meet at
Ave 26th and Figueroa at
8am FYI there will be a van
following us to pickup runners who can’t or don’t
want to make the full five
miles.
SATRUDAY, JUNE 14TH
NIKE HIKE AT DEBS
PARK
THE CRITTERS COME
OUT AT NIGHT.
Time: 7:30-9:00pm
Location: 4700 North
Griffin Ave, Los Angeles
CA 90031
More Info: www.audubondebspark.org
FRIDAY, JUNE 20TH
LINCOLN HIGH
SCHOOL ALUMNI
ASSOC FUNDRAISER
Dodgers vs. Indians
$15.00
First-come-first-served.
Game Time 7:40
Call: (323) 342-9168
for Ticket information
SUNDAY JUNE 22ND
PEACE & UNITYCONCERT
El Sereno Park
2pm-7pm
323.356.3236
TUESDAY JUNE 24TH
NE LA HILLSIDE ZONE
CHANGE MEETING
PUBLIC HEARING
Lincoln Park
3501 Valley Blvd
7pm - 8:30pm 213.978.1222
SATURDAY JUNE 28TH
COUNCILMAN HUIZAR
PRESENTS:
1ST ANNUAL CONCERT
AND FIREWORKS SHOW
3pm -9 pm
El Sereno Park
Booths for Community
Based Organizations
Available
323.226.1646

SAVE THEDATE
FRIDAY, JULY 11
CATHEDRAL HS
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Pacific Palms Resort
City of Industry, CA
Contact: Oscar Leong
(323) 225-2438
OLeong@CathedralHighSc
hool.org

THE VOICE JUNE 2008
323.221.7400 voicepub@gmail.com
Page 4
The current California Criminal receive another grant of probaJustice System can best be tion on the new conviction. It is
described as a total mess, one that rare for an individual to receive a
needs a complete overhaul. It prison term without first having
will take billions of taxpayers at least 4-5 prior court convicdollars to fix the problems.
tions for various felonies. The
In reality few of our current exceptions can be felony charges
elected officials have any true which involve the loss of life,
understanding of the California rape, child molestation, and
Criminal Justice system. Even injuries sustained by the victims
the average taxpayer does not which fall under Great Bodily
want to pay more taxes for the Injury. There are times when
hiring of police officers, new very violent felony convictions
prison construction and the have occurred individuals receive
supervision of parolees.
a grant of probation in lieu of a
Prior to what I believe the mid prison sentence.
1980's individuals were sentenced to state prison under the Los Angeles County and its use
Indeterminate Sentencing Law.
of the Plea Bargain System
In essence inmates received
prison sentences with terms rangThere is no other county in
ing from 5, 10, 15, years to life California which utilizes the Plea
etc. with no firm set release dates. Bargain System more than Los
The inmates had to earn their Angeles County. Current Los
release from prison by showing Angeles District Attorney Cooley
the old Board of Prison Terms brags about his 95% conviction
that they had completed or partic- rate. What Cooley has failed to
ipated in educational, vocational, disclose is how many of these
inmate work programs, remained violent and serious felony crimidisciplinary free and that they nal charges involved in pre-senhad a residence prior to their tencing agreements to a lesser
release on parole and they had to criminal offense followed by
spend the first part of their sen- convictions. Thus, individuals
tence incarcerated.
who should have received a
Currently individuals are sen- prison sentence for a violent /
tenced to prison based on the serious criminal offense now
Determinate Sentencing Law. receives a sentence for a low
Here the Superior Court Judge, level, non- violent offense.
Magistrate
or
Court
A recent example of a plea barCommissioner has the option gain agreement gone bad would
based on the criminal offense and be the case of Curtis Harris.
the recommendations by the Harris was arrested and initially
Deputy
District
Attorney, charged with Kidnapping (violent
Criminal Defense Lawyer and criminal offense) Criminal
the submitted probation officers Threats (serious criminal offense)
report to choose from a low base, and, Ex-Felon Possession of a
mid base or a high base prison firearm (a non-violent criminal
term. The prison term is set in offense). Harris had two previplace and the inmate knows when ous prison commitments both for
he/ she well be released from non-violent criminal offenses.
prison.
On December 22, 2007 a
Let's take a look at the Adult Superior Court Judge consented
Criminal Justice System in Los to a plea bargain agreement with
Angeles County as it relates to the Los Angeles County District
individuals arrested for felonies.
Attorneys office and Harris's
If the person arrested has a min- attorney. To allow Harris to plea
imal arrest history and the felony to a False Imprisonment (a noncharge is one which is classified violent criminal offense) and Exas a low level or non-violent felon possession of a firearm (a
offense (Buglaries 2nd, Petty second non-violent criminal
theft with a Prior, Plain thefts, offense.) Harris received a new
simple assaults etc...) he/ she may low base prison term of 16
be placed on summary or formal months.
probation after receiving a conThen all of the above decided on
viction for the felony charge. If Friday, December 22, 2007 to
the person violates his/her proba- allow Harris to be released from
tion and is rearrested for another custody and to allow him 30 days
new felony they most likely well to take care of his personal

A Brief look at the California Criminal Justice System
affairs. Harris upon his release
went out and again kidnapped the
same victim. He killed his victim
and then took his own life. Let's
not forget to mention that the
weapon he used was a firearm.
It is to be noted this date was the
beginning of the long Christmas
Holiday weekend, it is not unusual for Los Angeles Superior Court
that address criminal matters are
dark on Friday afternoons. As
per the Los Angeles Times article
written by writer Banks, she
noted that the Judge had spent
less than ten minutes on this case.
Serious questions; why hasn't
the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors demanded a judicial
review on the Judge? And also
demand an investigation surrounding the Deputy District
Attorneys decision to allow
Harris to be released from custody.
Weeks after this fiasco the LA
County Board of Supervisors
enhanced District Attorneys
Cooley's annual salary by
$50,000.
Now most new inmates are
receiving low base terms most of
16 months. Going to prison has
become nothing more than having a short vacation. When they
are released on parole (most
within days of their parole release
dates) and if they report to their
assigned parole agents at all, they
usually return back to their way
of life, involvement in criminal
behavior.
In 2005 the Sacramento Bee
wrote an article which noted that
more individuals on active parole
or recently discharged from
parole supervision were receiving new prison terms than those
being returned to prison for
parole violations. Nothing has
changed except that the numbers
of parole violators with new
prison terms are now higher.
Why is this the case? Due in part
because parole agents are being
instructed to reduce the amount
of parole supervision for their
assigned caseloads, reduce the
return to custody rates and to discharge as many parolees as possible even when they are violating
their terms and conditions of
parole. The amount of parolees
avoiding parole supervision is
now at the highest point than ever
previously recorded.
If a parolee is arrested on a
Parolee At Large Warrant they

are simply released back into the
community or placed into a drug
treatment program only to leave
and again avoid parole supervision and a new warrant is issued
for their arrest.
Here is one example: Shane
Montgomery was on parole for
Resisting Arrest and causing
injury to a Burbank police officer. He started abusing illegal
drugs and the assigned parole
agent assisted the parolee with
enrollment into the Delancey
Street Live In Substance Abuse
Program. This was a structured 2
year program and one of the best
drug treatment programs nationwide. Montgomery left the program and then avoided parole
supervision.
A warrant was issued for his
arrest and he was arrested by
Burbank Police officers during
the early morning hours after
being observed looking into
parked vehicles. The Board of
Parole Hearings Valdivia Parole
Administrator Henry Ponce
ordered that Montgomery be
released from custody and placed
into a long term drug treatment
program.
Ponce was already aware of the
fact that Montgomery had
already left a 2 year residential
program. Upon Montgomery's
release back into the community
he again avoided parole supervision and another warrant was
issued for his arrest.
He was once again observed in
the Burbank area by Burbank
Police
officers.
When
approached by police officers
Montgomery decided that it was
time to run. First a vehicle police
pursuit which was followed by a
foot pursuit. Back up police units
responded to the immediate location.
When
apprehended,
Montgomery decided to fight the
police officers and resist arrest.
Montgomery was arrested but,
not before he broke the arm of
one of the Burbank Police officers. Montgomery received a
new prison term.
What Cooley has also failed to
disclose is that on a daily occurrence his Deputy District
Attorneys refuse to file new
felony charges on individuals you
are under current parole supervision and refers the matter to
parole for parole revocation
determination.
Years back the voters of the

Public Auto
Auction

THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN
TARGET PRACTICE

State of California voted for
Prop. 36 The Drug Diversion
program. This law was intended
that in lieu of a jail sentence for
first time drug offenders who had
received a conviction surrounding the use or simple possession
of illegal drugs would be referred
to a Drug Treatment Program.
This law is a good law for first
time drug offenders. However,
what the voters were not aware of
is that individuals already under
parole supervision or on probation who have been in and out of
Drug Treatment programs for
years were also eligible for the
Prop 36 referrals. It took UCLA
several years before they concluded in their follow up studies
that Prop 36 for non- first time
drug offenders was a complete
failure. The District Attorneys
office has entered on numerous
occasions plea bargain agreements to reduce the felony charge
of possession of illegal drugs for
the purpose of sales, to simple
possession thus, the suspect is
granted the Prop 36 referral.
In Los Angeles County, Gang
violence is on the rise and the Los
Angeles City Attorneys office
with the assistance of the courts
has initiated several gang injunctions. If a gang member (on probation) who has been served with
the court ordered gang injunction
but, who had been granted Prop
36 by the courts, the gang member can't have his probation violated or even arrested if he/ she
violates their gang injunction.
Meaning it is business as usual
for the gang member.
The Board of Parole Hearings
on the advise of the Valdivia
Parole Administrators are doing
the same thing. The current
objective of the Parole Valdivia
Parole Administrators is to avoid
returning parolees back to prison.
DAPO's concern for the overall
welfare and safety of the community no longer exists.
CDCR/DAPO.
Currently CDCR /DAPO is facing the strong possibility of coming under Federal Mediators. On
Friday, May 30, 2008 a panel of
three federal judges gave CDCR
an extension of 30 days to
address the issue of prison overcrowding.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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CALIFORNIA CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
Many elected officials to
include State Senator Gloria
Romero and Donald Specter,
Director of the Prison Law Office
for years have voiced their criticism of DAPO. Both have openly stated that parole agents would
return parolees back to prison for
missing one appointment with
their assigned parole agent or for
testing positive (one test) for the
use of illegal drugs.
The average parolee's RAP
SHEET (criminal arrest history)
is more then ten pages long and
their criminal history which
extends back to ten years and as
long as 15 -20 years. Most
parolees have an average of 4-5
separate prison term commitments.
Mr. Specter is very much aware
of the fact that most parole units
have both a STAR PROGRAM
(Drug Treatment Substance
Abuse Program) and a Literacy
Lab. Parole agents upon the
receipt of a positive urine test for
illegal drugs refers the parolee to
Prop 36, if they are eligible for
the program. Now in some areas
of Los Angeles County if the
parole agent calls the Prop 36
vendor and requests a progress
report most likely they will not
receive one. This concern has
been shared with DAPO administration but as with most concerns
they fall on deaf ears. If the
parolee is not eligible for the program then they are referred to the
Star program where the parolee
has to attend 120 hours of a structured drug treatment counseling.
Parole Agents will refer a
parolee to the Lit lab where a certified instructor well assist the
parolee with obtaining his GED.
Parole Agents also assist the
parolees with housing and direct
them to various locations for
employment opportunities. Now
reality is that parolees who have
been in and out of the system for
years refuse the assistance that
DAPO offers them. Now if the
parolee continues to abuse illegal
drugs then the agents refers them
to a Live In Substance Abuse
Program. What is so unfortunate
is that in Region 3 many of the
Live In Substance Abuse Drug
Treatment Programs are located
in the downtown Los Angeles
Skid Row area where illegal
drugs can be obtained on any
street corner. Each and every day
Los Angeles Police officers
assigned to Central Division are
arresting parolees for the possession of illegal drugs, theft, burglary and a host of other criminal
activity.
It is not uncommon for police
officers to state we arrest
parolees one day only to see them
again one week later involved in
the same criminal behavior.
DAPO also initiated a program
called
In-Custody
Drug
Treatment. In the Los Angeles
County area the parolees are simply transported to a contracted
program, one that is not an incustody facility. Far to often
once the parolee enters the program they simply walk out the
door and then avoid parole supervision.
Many parolees are

referred to this program by the
Valdivia Parole Administrators
even when their parole violations
have nothing to do with the use of
illegal drugs.
One of the main issues advocated by both Donald Specter,
Gloria Romero and others is the
early release of inmates classified
as low level or non-violent
offenders. Now the Governor
wants to change his mind about
early releases and instead allow
the inmates once released on
parole (low level, non-violent
offenders) to be supervised under
Summary Parole. What this
means is no parole supervision at
all. If one asks a Los Angeles
County probation officer they
well explain summary probation
in this matter. An individual is
arrested, receives a conviction,
not assigned a probation officer
and only comes before the courts
if they are re-arrested. That in a
nut shell is the same explanation
for Summary Parole.
WHAT DETERMINES
A LOW LEVEL,
NON-VIOLENT
OFFENDER?
As per the California Penal
Code Violent Criminal offenses
are only those offenses which fall
under 667.5 CA Penal Code.
Serious Criminal Offenses fall
under 1192.7 of the CA Penal
Code.
Here are a few criminal offenses which do not fall under 667.5
pc.
* Some manslaughter convictions to and include Vehicular
manslaughter (plea agreements)
* Felony Evading (all those
police pursuits you see on TV.)
* Ex- Felon Possession of a
firearm (even if the firearm is
loaded) All of those gang members arrested with a loaded
firearm even if they had prior
convictions for the same criminal
offense.
* Discharge of a firearm with
negligence (If the gang members
intent was to kill his rival but the
other bad guy won't come forward to testify. It can be at a
house, other structure or a vehicle)
* Burglary 2nd.
* Resisting arrest and Resisting
arrest with force. (Even when a
police officer sustains injuries)
* Driving Under the Influence
(Even with prior convictions )
* Domestic Violence. (Can you
imagine that Gloria Romero
wants to reduce the sentencing
guidelines) How many individuals fail to come forward out of
fear for their welfare and safety?
* Property Hit and Run. Hit and
Run where minor injuries are sustained by innocent victims.
There are so many more criminal offenses that should be classi-

fied as violent offenses. I suggest
that all take a few minutes and
review the California Penal Code
667.5 pc and see for yourself.
(Internet or Public Library)
If a gang member on parole or
probation which is arrested and
found to be wearing body armor
(bullet proof vest) and they have
never been convicted for a criminal offense under 667.5 pc no
criminal charges under the
California Penal code can be
filed. (Don't you think the law
should be changed?)
Again what Donald Specter and
Gloria Romero are not stating is
that this new summary parole
(Remember
NO
Parole
Supervision) only relates to the
inmates current commitment
offense. In other words, if the
inmate had prior convictions (to
include prison) for violent and or
serious criminal offenses it does
not matter.
THE VOICE obtained information that Burbank Police officer
Matthew Pavelka on November
15, 2003 was shoot and killed by
David A. Garcia who on the date
and time of the killing was on
Summary Probation for an Auto
Theft Conviction. More recently,
on February 7th 2008 was the
killing of Los Angeles Police
Swat Team officer Randal
Simmons who was killed by
Edwin Rivera a young man who
was also on Summary Probation
for a prior firearm related
offense.
Marlon Ruff a prison escapee
had received a prison commitment for Robbery, a violent criminal offense as per 667.5pc..Prior
to Ruff's arrest for the robbery
offense he was on parole for possession of a firearm.
On December 22, 2006 San
Francisco Police officer Bryan
Tuvera was shot and killed by
Ruff. CDCR spokesperson Oscar
Hidalgo told the San Francisco
Chronicle (12-25-2006) that
CDCR had classified Ruff as a
non-violent offender.
In DAPO's attempt to reduce
overtime costs for parole agents.
Parole District Administrators
and Parole Unit Supervisors are
reducing the supervision levels of
parolees who should be monitored more closely and at a higher parole supervision level.
Here is a recent example:
Fernando Diaz was released back
into the community on March
4th, 2008 after serving a period
of nine months return to custody
for parole violations. Diaz was
on Parole for Assault with a
Deadly Weapon.
On May 17th, 2008 Diaz
entered a church festival in
Granada Hills at the Saint John
Baptist de la Salle, pulled out an
assault weapon and shot three
people. Fernando Diaz a parolee
and also identified as a gang
member and was being supervised at the Control Service
Parole Supervision Level.
Many parole agents told THE
VOICE that Diaz should have
been supervised at the High
Control Supervision Level. Los
Angeles County Board of
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Supervisor Member Michael Ex-felon possession of a firearm,
Antonivich has asked for an was a named suspect for Murder.
investigation on how Diaz was Aguirre was shot and killed on
able to obtain a firearm. Maybe October 29, 2006 in a shootout
if Diaz had been under the proper with San Bernardino Sheriff
parole supervision his parole deputies.
agent may have recovered the
firearm before he shot three peo- *Natividad Delossantos on
ple? Diaz is now facing multi parole for operating a motor vehicounts of Attempted Murder.
cle without owners consent
Below is just a partial list of arrested on September 29, 2007
individuals classified as low for Attempted Murder.
level, non-violent offenders by
DAPO who while under active * Armando Martinez on parole
parole supervision have been for Forgery was arrested on
arrested and charged with new September 29, 2007 for
violent criminal offenses.
Attempted Murder.
* Kendrick Johnson was on
parole for a Drug Related offense * Jonathan Hendler on parole for
when he shot and
Petty Theft with Priors arrested
killed Los Angeles Police officer on March 5, 2006 and charged
Ricardo Lizzaraga on February with Murder. Recently received
20, 2004.
a 40 year new prison term for
killing his girlfriend.
* Jason Russell Richardson on
parole for a property related * David Veloz Herrera on parole
offense shot and
for Ex-felon possession of a
killed Tustin Home Depot firearm arrested on October 2,
Assistant Manager Tom Egan in 2007 and charged with Murder.
February 2007. Egan was mar- Hovek Arzounian on parole for
ried and the father of 3 year old Disregard for Safety arrested on
twin daughters.
08-14-2007 and charged with
Robbery.
* Efrain Ramos on parole for a
drug related offense was arrested * David Cummings on parole for
in 2006 and charged with Robbery. Arrested on January 2,
Murder.
2005 and charged with Murder
and Attempted Murder. The mur* Gregory Miner on parole for der victim was a three year
Burglary recently convicted for Howard University College stuthe Home invasion Robbery and dent. At the wrong place and at
Murder of an elderly retired cou- the wrong time. Standing in front
ple. Miner was sentenced to Life of his brothers home waiting for
in Prison.
the mail delivery.
* Pedro Serrano on parole for Exfelon possession of a firearm was
arrested in December 2007 and
charged with murder.
* Monique Flores on parole for
Forgery was arrested on
December 06, 2006 (at Ave 52
and Meridian) for Home Invasion
Robbery, Murder, Ex-Felon
Possession of a firearm and operating a motor vehicle without
owners consent.
* David Canche on parole for
Felony Evading was arrested on
December 06, 2006 and charged
with Murder. (at Ave 52 and
Meridian)
* Martin Gray on parole for Sales
of Marijuana was arrested on
August 3, 2006 and charged with
Attempted murder on a Los
Angeles Police officer.
* Wayne Jackson on parole for
Burglary 2nd degree. Arrested
on August 16, 2007 and charged
with Murder.
* Tommy Mackey on parole for
Ex-felon possession of a firearm
arrested on August 13, 2007.
Charged with Murder and
attempted murder on San
Bernardino Sheriff deputies.
* Gregory Hampton on parole for
Receiving Stolen Property arrested on May 3, 2006 and charged
with Murder.
* Enrique Aguirre on parole for

* Cesar Silvas on parole for a
nonviolent offense. Arrested on
July 7, 2006 for Attempted
Murder of a Los Angeles Police
officer assigned to Hollenbeck
Division.
* Michael Ramirez on parole for
Corporal Injury Spouse arrested
on July 20, 2006 and charged
with Possession of one Assault
firearm, Robbery, possession of 3
loaded firearms and various narcotics.
* Paul Meyerkamp, on parole for
Possession of a weapon in jail
facility arrested in Las Vegas.
Coined the Newlywed Bandit he
was wanted along with his girlfriend for multi bank robberies.
* Gonzalo Pineda on parole for
Ex felon possession of a firearm
was arrested July 16, 2007 for
Ex-felon possession of a firearm
* Kehneth Butler on parole for a
non -violence offense arrested on
Febraury 21, 2006 and charged
with murder Arrested in
Highland Park
* John Reynolds on parole for
Robbery 2nd. arrested on August
20, 2007 and charged with murder.
* Oscar Corea, on parole for
Sexual battery arrested on
December 20, 2007 for Sexual
Battery.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Cathedral High School continues to provide quality education
to over 600 young men from primarily low income families living in the oldest and poorest
neighborhoods in Los Angeles.
The mission of St. John Baptist
de La Salle, Patron Saint of
Teachers, and Founder of the
Christian Brothers, to educate the
working class and the poor is
being effectively accomplished at
Cathedral at a time when the need
for a Catholic and academic education is needed more than ever
by those without the means
required for access to a quality
education.
In a time of economic turmoil
and uncertainty, the threat of
State budget cuts to education
and an already shocking 50%
dropout rate from schools across
the City of Los Angeles,
Cathedral stands as a beacon of
hope. Not only did 99% of the
recent class of 2007 enroll in college, nearly 75% qualified and
gained admission to four-year
universities. In the past year,
27% of graduates were granted
admission to the prestigious
University of California. Seven
graduates were accepted to
UCLA , with an additional four to
USC and UC Berkeley. By comparison, the statewide acceptance
rate is 13%. While a smaller
number of graduates are proudly
entering private colleges and university across the nation, never in
the history of Cathedral have
more graduates been awarded
admission to the University of
California or a California State
University.
To support the mission of the
school to ensure academic accessibility to many low income students, the Christian Brothers provide $600,000 in funding each
year. The school now raises over
$1 million each year for scholarships and need based grants for
over 440 students.
To meet school's current and
future needs, Cathedral took on
the challenge to rebuild its academic and athletic facilities. In a
short timeframe of two years
later and an investment of $14.2
million, the school has completed

CATHEDRAL

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

the construction of a multi-purpose state-of-the-art facility that
features a gymnasium, administrative offices, classrooms and
laboratories for Chemistry,
Physics
and
InformationTechnology.
Students, teachers and administrators commenced full use of
the new building in January
2008; the improvements will
assure that the school is able to
accommodate expected student
population of 800 students within
the next 3-4 years. The John &
Dorothy Shea Foundation provided almost $7 million for the
building project and the remainder of the proceeds came from
other foundations, alumni and
individual donors.
The school's most recent
endeavor is now the $4 million
renovation for a multi-purpose
athletic field that will be used for
Football, Soccer and Track &
Field events . The new field is
currently under construction and
completion is expected later this
year. Upon completion, the new
facility will feature a state-of-theart running track with synthetic
turf, lighting for night games and
an all-video score board
(Cathedral will be the only school
with an all-video scoreboard).
The principal donor for the athletic field renovation project is an
alumnus from the early 70's.
Alumni involvement is one of
the contributing factors to the
success of the mission of
Cathedral High School. The
commitment of the Cathedral
Alumni Association is demonstrated through the various
fundraising events that it sponsors throughout the year. On
April 25th, over 350 people
attended the Annual Comedy
Night sponsored by the alumni
association which featured a local
community comedian, Mr. Rudy
Moreno. The alumni are will also
be sponsoring its annual Alumni
Association Golf Tournament at
the Pacific Palms Resort, City of
Industry, CA on Friday - July 11,
2008; for more information,
please contact Mr. Oscar Leong
(323) 441-3117. The "Return to
Cathedral Gala" is the largest

alumni association function and
fundraising endeavor during the
year. Because of the field construction on the campus, the Gala
will be held at the Rose Bowl,
Pasadena, CA on Saturday August 16, 2008; for more information, contact Mr. Willie Marin
at (626) 695-8394. Proceeds
from these events and functions
are donated to the school for
scholarships and school improvement projects. For more information about the alumni association, please visit the association's
w
e
b
s
i
t
e
www.cathedralalumni.com or
contact the Mr. Hector Roman
(Class of 76), President of the
Cathedral Alumni Association at
(626) 379-6181.
Picture 3 (Comedy Night Event from left to right School
President-Mr. Martin Farfan,
Alumni Association PresidentMr. Hector Roman and School
Principal-Br. John Montgomery)
The recent investments and
improvements at Cathedral High
School are enhancing the quality
of the education for students in
our community and paving the
way into the 21st century while
maintaining the school's stewardship and commitment to its mission - providing quality education to young men from primarily
low income families living in the
oldest and poorest neighborhoods
in Los Angeles. The school and
students are grateful and deeply
appreciate the efforts and support
from all the hardworking school
administrators, staff, foundations,
donors, alumni and members of
the community. For additional
information about the school,
please
visit
its
website
http://cathedralhs.ca.campusgrid.net or call (323) 225-2438.
"Return to Cathedral Gala"
Rose Bowl, Pasadena, CA
Saturday - August 16, 2008
Contact: Willie Marin (626) 6958394
This article was submitted by
Miguel Hernandez (Class of '87)
on behalf of the Cathedral
Alumni Association.
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EL SERENO
KIDS MAKE FILM
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
who showed up and has helped
the center grow. Inner City Arts
was created to fill a void in public schools in which arts are usually the first thing to be cut when
funding issues occur. We have
created an art oasis for kids imagination to expand in the visual
and performing arts and now
thanks to this wonder gift we can
teach animation. The teachers
are professional artists and teach
students in a real studio environment.
Also on hand were about thirty Fourth-Grade students from El
Sereno Elementary School,
whom attended the animation
class at Inner-City Arts. They
were anxiously waiting for the
guest to arrive in their classroom
to show off two animation short
films. One of the shorts features
Katzenberg and was finished
minutes before the screening.
The students were sitting on the
floor mats and when the guest
came in a large roar of excitement erupted when they saw the
Mayor. Villaraigosa greeted the
kids and sat on the floor in front
of the students to talk to them.
Nine year old Briana Jimenez,
of El Sereno Elementary School
explained to THE VOICE "I wasn't famous before, as she shrug
her shoulders, and now look at
me, I made my first film and you
are interviewing me now, We
don't have classes like this in El
Sereno. Jimenez continued to
say "the film took them five
months to complete. David Cruz
also from El Sereno stated, "my
parents understand what I am
doing because I talk to them
about my experience here at
Inner City Arts." Cruz told THE
VOICE, he enjoyed making these
films, he now says after making
his first film he thinks he wants to
try acting, "it really felt good to
see everyone clap when my name
scrolled in the credits" Cruz also
said "it was exciting to be next to
Jeffrey Katzenberg, this man is in
charge in making films in
Hollywood. This has been a
good day for me, I am happy."
stated Cruz.
Jimenez, left us
with one last comment, remem-

ber my name I will be making
films and will be famous" THE
VOICE told her "keep those
dreams close to your heart, and
don't let anyone tell you that you
can't, you see you are already
famous, everyone in El Sereno
will read your story on THE
VOICE."
"We want these children to learn
how animation functions, but
what interests us more to motivate them and to inspire them so
that they be maintained focused
in the school", said Katzenberg.
"It is marvelous to see children's
imagination unfolds", expressed
actress Kate del Castillo who
stated to THE VOICE "I got
involved with Inner City Arts
about a year ago and will be to be
trying to get more involved with
the center. THE VOICE asked
Del Castillo, as a successful
Latina actress that young girls
look as a role model, What message can she give young Latinos
starting in this industry. Castillo
stated "there is no limit on what
you can do if you set your mind
to it" Always feel confident on
who you are the roots you come
from, don't let anyone get in your
way to prevent you from accomplishing your dreams."
Inner-City Arts, offers free
classes of animation, visual arts,
music, dance, drama and ceramics. The students are transported
in buses to attend sessions two
times a week during seven
weeks. 95% of the students here
are Latino, We are giving families resources that otherwise will
not be exposed to this opportunity, said Beth Tishler, director of
education of the center.
Inner-City Arts serves 8,000 of
the city's most at-risk students
each year at no cost to the students. The campus was under
construction and when the expansion is complete in October 2008,
the programs capacity will double.
Inner-City Arts
720 Kohler Street (cross is 7th
Street)
Downtown Los Angeles, CA
90021
(213) 627-9621
www.inner-cityarts.org

BARRIO ACTION
CENTER OPENS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
a wonderful mural that depicts learning,
legacy, generations of family and community respect are all about.
The El Sereno Constituent Center cost
$7.4 million and was funded through
Proposition K, Community Development
Grant funds, Capital Improvements
Expenditure Program funds, and
Municipal Improvement Service Center
funds.
Tammy Membreno was introduced by
Councilman Huizar and the crowd stood
up spontaneously to give Membreno a
standing ovation for her work all of these
years. Membreno was the backbone of
this project becoming a reality even when
times were tough and no money to be
found, she rallied an enormous effort to
make it happen. Mambreno was almost
speechless for a moment, then addressed

the crowd with a very big smile and filled
with emotion she thanked her family and
staff for hanging in there with her all of
those years. Later she told THE VOICE,
"I feel great, it's a fantastic day today, this
facility is not only for Barrio Action it
belongs to this community, it's for all of
us."
Senator Gloria Romero summed it up
the best "It is very exciting to be here,
This is not a gym, this is not a community center, this is a field of dreams"
Mariachi musicians were on hand to
entertain the guests, the atmosphere
turned up a notch when our very own
Mayor Villaraigosa started to sing with
the Mariachis.
I encourage everyone to take the time
and ask for a tour of this facility. It is
truly a gem in our community.

NON-VIOLENT, LOW LEVEL OFFENDERS
* Renan Alvarado was on parole
for Vehicle theft arrested on
March 5, 2004 for Murder.
* Harris Gerald on parole for
Burglary 2nd arrested September
19, 2006 for Arson Inhabited
dwelling.
* Julio Rodriguez, on parole for
Possession of cocaine for sales
arrested on November 07, 2007
for multi counts of armed robbery.
* Lavell Ardoin on parole for
Corporal Injury Spouse arrested
by LA County Sheriffs for
Possession of illegal drugs and
possession of a loaded firearm.
* Alvin Snyder on parole for
Prisoner possession of a weapon
arrested for Burglary and arson.
* Saled Shahmohamadian on
parole for property related
offenses arrested on January 18,
2007 for Kidnapping and rape.
* Juan Gutierrez on parole for
Ex-felon possession of a firearm
arrested for Murder.
* Robert Lopez on parole for
Disregard for safety arrested for
Murder and Attempted Murder.
* David Trujillo on parole for
sexual battery arrested for
attempted kidnapping.
* Damiciii Brown, on parole for
Failure to register 290 pc.
Arrested for grand Theft Auto,
Home Invasion and Rape.
Just two of the above were on
parole for violent serious criminal offenses at the time they were
involved in new criminal arrests.
As you can see for yourself many
of the above were arrested for
Murder and or Attempted
Murder.
Most of the above are currently
housed in the Los Angeles
County Jail and are going to court
on their new open violent criminal charges.
On Friday, May 18, 2007 Scott
Chris Thomas was released from
San Quentin State Prison after
completing a return to custody
for violating his stated terms and
conditions of parole. Thomas
was under parole supervision for
Vehicle Theft a non-violent criminal offense. Thomas was however classified as a High Control
Supervision case due to lengthy
criminal history and his noted
history for violence. On May 19,
2008 Thomas stabbed two individuals inside a bakery in San
Francisco. One of the victims
was a 15 year old female. Both
of the victims have obtained
prominent civil rights attorneys
and have filed major law suits
naming CDCR/DAPO as the
defendants. CDCR/DAPO policy mandates that individuals
rated as High Control can't be
released from State Prison on
Fridays.
On February 21, 2008 mid-afternoon the Los Angeles Police
Department came very close to
losing two of it's finest police
officers both assigned to the

Northeast Division. The police
officers had responded to the
location Estara and Drew Streets
located in the Glassell Park area
of Los Angeles. Just moments
earlier a car load of males had
shot and killed Marcos Salas in
the Cypress Park area of Los
Angeles. The police officers
aware of an ongoing gang war
between two rival gangs. Once
the car load of gang members
observed the police officers presence they opened up and started
shooting at the police officers.
The bad guys had AK-47's.
Daniel Leon a parolee was shot
and killed at the scene by police
officers.
Leon had been released on parole
on November 11, 2007 and was
on parole for 32pc, Accessory to
a Felony, which is a non-violent
criminal offense. Leon who had
a residence in Victorville was
described as a Hard Core gang
member who had previously
resided on Drew Street.
Subsequently arrested was Rafael
Carrillo a parolee and also identified as gang member. Carrillo
was on parole supervision for
operating a motor vehicle without owners consent (a non-violent criminal offense.) Carrillo is
now facing charges for Murder
and Attempted Murder of Los
Angeles Police Officers.
As you can see one must ask the
question is there justification to
release non-violent -low level
offenders early from prison? And
is there also justification to supervise non-violent -low level
offenders on Summary Parole?
In response to the Drew -Estara
shooting incident Los Angeles
City Council President Eric
Garcetti hosted DREW-ESTARA
Neighborhood Safety Events.
On Saturday March 8, 2008 at
the Washington Irving Middle
School only a hand full of community residents attended. The
Topic of the discussion was
Public Safety Update and
Outreach. In reality there was no
discussion about the shooting
incident. For the few who did
attend this 1st meeting they were
given out fliers by Garcetti staff
members and were asked to hand
them out to community residents.
As per. statements by Garcetti
staff members present they stated
that the 1st meeting was well
attended. Perhaps they all attended a different meeting.
The 2nd meeting was held on
Saturday March 15, 2008 at the
same location. For the first 20
minutes Garcetti spent this time
praising other Los Angeles City
Council members namely Ed
Reyes, Jose Huizar and Los
Angeles City Mayor Villaraigosa
who were all expected to attend
and whom all failed to attend for
what a great job they were doing
in the Northeast Community. To
name a few who did attend the
meeting were Los Angeles Police
Chief of Police William Bratton,
Deputy Chief Sergio Diaz,
Captain Smith of the Northeast
Station and the new Los Angeles
City Gang Czar Carr. Chief
Bratton made the statements that
certain families who were very
active in violent gang activities
and the sales and distribution of
illegal drugs had resided on
Drew Street for many years and

that they controlled Drew Street.
Chief Bratton also stated that
these gang members should all be
arrested, incarcerated and then
placed in prisons outside of the
State of California so that they
could not continue to have contact with their immediate family
members.
After hearing this it became very
clear that Chief Bratton has not
heard Gloria Romero's statements where she has advocated
that individuals incarcerated
should be housed in prison facilities close to their homes where
the inmates could continue to
enhance family ties. This second
meeting was attended by approximately 100 or so community residents. Follow up meetings were
held on Saturday, March 22, 2008
and a community picnic on
Saturday, March 29, 2008.
What needs to be mentioned is
that fact of the poor community
response and low community
turnout at the meetings in light of
the fact that two Los Angeles
Police officers came very close to
losing their lives. Could it be that
the residents of the Northeast
Community feel alienated by
their current City Elected officials?
At an Alhambra Community
meeting more then five hundred
community residents attended
and they had only received a couple of days prior notice.
Prior to May 3, 2006 Gregory
Hampton a parolee had been
arrested by the Los Angeles
Police Department 77th Division
on a Parolee At Large warrant.
Hampton had an extensive criminal history with noted prior
arrests and convictions for violent criminal offenses.
However in 2006, Hampton was
on parole for a non-violent -low
level criminal offense. Hampton
also had a noted history of avoiding parole supervision. The now
retired parole unit supervisor in
keeping with DAPO's policy of
releasing parolees from custody
ordered that Hampton be released
from custody. Once released
Hampton again avoided parole
supervision.
On May 3, 2006 Hampton
stomped to death a middle aged
female in the downtown Los
Angeles area known as Skid Row
area. Hampton's parole has now
expired however he continues to
remain in local custody as he has
been charged with MURDER.
The Los Angeles Police
Department
namely
Chief
William
Bratton,
Captain
Andrew Smith and Los Angeles
City Council member Jan Perry
held a joint news conference in
front of the Los Angeles Police
Department Central Division.
Both stated that "this murder was
profoundly horrific and brutal."
This was the fourth murder on
skid row that police linked to
state parolees. Another clear
example of DAPO's lack of concern for the welfare and safety of
the community.
It was late 2003 when the
assigned parole agent had made
numerous attempts to make face
to face contacts with parolee
Kendrick Johnson. The agent
would go to the parolees address
of record in the am., pm hours
and even on weekends. On each
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and photograph,

Tom Wirth
Battalion 7 CERT Coordinator
Battalion 7’s turn to host the community meeting. June 16, 2008,
from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM, at
LAFD Station 2 1962 Cesar
Chavez, Los Angeles, CA 900331751
ParaTom@DSLExtreme.Com

THE COMMUNITY READS THE VOICE!
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location. The parole agent
Central Parole
after conferring with the parole complex.
Ponce was now
unit supervisor then submitted a assigned to a different parole
Parolee At Large report request- complex. Johnson's field parole
ing a warrant for Johnson's arrest. file was located and inside the
Johnson was coming into the file was the voided Parolee At
parole complex only to sign a Large Report. Johnson was on
sign in sheet and then leave the this date on active parole superviparole complex without seeing a sion.
parole agent.
Several parole agents after makThe parole Unit Supervisor ing copies of Johnson's face
signed off on the request for the sheets which included pictures of
arrest warrant however District his tattoos immediately respondAdministrator Henry Ponce void- ed to the command post. An
ed the paper work. Ponce expla- Emergency
Miscellaneous
nation was that parolee Johnson Decision request for an arrest
after all had come into the parole warrant was completed and faxed
unit complex. Ponce was not up to Region 3 Headquarters.
concerned with the fact that Later this same date Johnson was
Johnson could not be located at arrested and charged with the
his address of record or the fact murder of police officer
that he was avoiding direct face Lizzaraga. The following day
to face contact with his assigned copies
of
signed
off
parole agent. Ponce then trans- Miscellaneous Decision was
ferred the case to another parole received at the South Central
agent who also could not locate Parole Complex. To all's surprise
Johnson.
Johnson however was the fact that now Johnson
remained on active parole status. was listed as a Parolee At Large
prior to the killing of officer
Johnson who had an extensive Lizzaraga. Just another example
criminal arrest history which of the CODE OF SILENCE at the
noted arrests and convictions for ADMINISTRATIVE level of
violent related criminal offenses DAPO. Johnson's parole field
was viewed as a non-violent -low file was sent up to Region 3
level offender based on his com- Headquarters never to be seen
mitment offense.
again. Johnson was found hangWeeks later on February 20, 2004 ing in his Los Angeles County
prior to the noon hour, two Los Jail cell and subsequently
Angeles Police officers both expired.
assigned to Newton Division On March 31, 08 Parolee Tony
responded to a dispatch call. Gama, was arrested by Stockton
Within moments after their PD on fresh felony charges. A
arrival at the location shots rang parole hold was placed at bookout and Los Angeles Police offi- ing. The Violation Report (VR),
cer Ricardo Lizzaraga had been signed off by the Parole Agent III
shot. Officer Lizzaraga was on April 9, 08, reflected the folkilled by non-violent -low level
offender parolee Kendrick
Johnson. Los Angeles Police
Department immediately set up a
is seeking
command post as Johnson fled
from the location. A female
Community
police Detective from 77th.
Division called one the parole Volunteers to write,
unit supervisors assigned to the

news and events in
the Northeast Los
Angeles Area.
Contact us at
323.221.7400
lowing charges:
(019) NO CONTACT WITH
GUADALUPE GAMA
(021) ABSCONDING
(711) POSSESSION OF
COCAINE FOR SALE

GREG’S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Specializing in:
Tune-Ups,Brakes,
All Major Repairs

GREG EISELE
(323) 227-4774

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up
CONTINUED
ON PAGE 9
Service

4793 VALLEY BLVD.
EL SERENO, CA 90032

El Luchador Del Pueblo
Jaime Gutierrez, Esq.
Abogado / Attorney

562.321.5950
elsuperxicano@hotmail.com
6709 Greenleaf Ave, Ste
Ste 202 Whittier,
Whittier, CA 90601
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The Green Correspondent
Impeded on the frontlines of the Go Green war
Going Green what does it
really mean?
I would like hear from you,
what do you think it means to go
Green? For me going Green is
about us living a better and
healthier life. It is us taking
action now to be part of the solution to the challenges of global
warming and climate change.
It is also about national security, international peace, environmental justice and supporting
American workers. Many people
believe it is ultimately about the
survival of our species. Now
with the price of gas at $4.00 per
gallon and electricity rates going
up, going Green should also be
about us saving our hard earned
green. What ever your reason for
going Green, I look forward to
taking the Greening journey with
you so together we will create a
better future for ourselves, families and our children.
Several weeks ago I was able
to attend with THE VOICE
Editor the Green West Expo;
together we took the Metro 76
bus to the Los Angeles
Convention Center. It was the
ideal way to travel to downtown
Los Angeles, having no parking
worries ($$) and a short walk to
our destination. Once at the
Convention Center we entered an
amazing smorgasbord of Green
products from household cleaning solutions to all electric cars.
Yes, there are now Green products for almost everything we do
and buy. It was a great opportunity to see some of the latest
products hitting the market. It
might take doing a little searching, but more and more stores are
selling Green products and if for
some reason they are not, I
encourage you to please ask them
to get with the Green program.
What is your carbon (CO2)
footprint? It is hard to believe it,
but the average American creates
though our electricity, transportation, food, and products about
20,000 pounds of CO2 each year.
This is the world’s biggest carbon

footprint. As you know this collective impact is having a detrimental affect on our environment. Thus, these are six steps I
have taken to reduce my carbon
footprint and hopefully we
should all take to go Green while
saving green.
* Take the bus, bike or walk to
work at least once a week.
* Change our light bulbs to the
compact florescent lights.

The City of Los Angeles,
Department of Public Works,
Bureau of Engineering is overseeing the Valley Blvd Grade
Separation and are very appreciative of the El Sereno community
for their support of this project,
and will continue to work on their
behalf to complete the project in
a productive and considerate
manner. Please see the project
update below:
* 40 percent complete
* Projected completion date
March 2010
* The bridge will open

to traffic in fall of 2008
We are moving into Phase II,
which involves demolition and
installation of sidewalks, curb
and gutter, street lights, landscaping, utility services, and a retaining wall.
In addition, Valley Boulevard
will be raised to grade level during this phase. Crews will also
continue to work on the bridge
deck.
Please obey all posted
construction signs regarding
parking and speed limits!

To be added to our email notification list, or for any project
questions, please call (213) 9780333 .
Readers of THE VOICE can
also email: tonya.durrell@lacity.org with questions and concerns from this project.
Tonya Durrell
Public Information Officer
Dept. Public Works Public
Affairs Office, 200 N. Spring
Street, LA 90012 M-165
(213) 978-0328

* Eat less meat and more fruits
and vegetables.
* Turn off the lights when
leaving rooms.
* Buy less of everything.
Encourage those around us to do
the same.
Additionally, I am part of a
non-profit, which has the mission
to support people and communities to go Green. If you are interested in receiving a free carbon
footprint assessment, finding
ways to go Green or if you would
like to start a Go Green Now
project at your work, school or
church please give us a call at
(323) 774-1236.
You can send your comments
to my email to:
rolandaranjo@gmail.com
or go to my blog, http://thegreencorrespondent.blogspot.com.
Thanks for all of your inspiring
going Green comments and suggestions.

Roland Aranjo
Green Correspondent

CLUB DEPORTIVO EL SERENO
By Coach Felix Hernandez
C.D. El Sereno is proud to represent the community it is based
out of. C.D. El Sereno and is
much more than a team, a club,
and even a league. We are a family. We go far and beyond to
assure the future of all the children that are part of C.D. El
Sereno, not only do we give them
their uniforms, shoes, shin guards
free of charge but we also check
their grades. We make sure that
all boys and girls who participate
in the club meet all requirements
in school. We have honor roll
students and most improved students.
We emphasize to make sure that
school is their number one priority. I've always told the children
that it is more important to have a
career of their choice instead of
having dreams of becoming a
professional soccer player. By
working hard at school they
become anything they want,
whether its a doctor, a lawyer, or

VALLEY BOULEVARD
GRADE SEPARATION UPDATE

an architect. A soccer player has
a 1 in 25,000 chance to even get a
try out with any professional
team. The boys and girls of C.D.
El Sereno were part of one of the
oldest and biggest soccer tournaments in all of Southern
California (Copa Mexico).
They played 39 games, won 33,
tied 1, lost 5, had 134 goals in
favor, 17 goals against, and 100
points at the end of the tournament.
They won the championship
game in penalty kicks, and it was
a great day in the lives of all
those boys and girls. They
learned discipline, team work,
and they took the love of their
community to another level.
C.D. El Sereno also was awarded 4 M.V.P. trophies plus coach
of the year, team mom of the
year, goal keeper of the year, and
goal score of the year, but the
most amazing award of them all
was club of the year. Not only

were they great in school but they
did it on a soccer field also.
We are getting ready to defend
our championship, hopefully
come mid September we will do
just that. We know we can't
always win but we do know we
can always try next year. We
would
like
to
thank
Councilmember Jose Huizar for
all his support and the best uniforms ever! Rocky's Pizza on
North Broadway for being there
for us since the beginning!
Recently, Senator Gloria
Romero visited with the soccer
team during our interview at the
El Sereno Library, where
Librarian Gene Estrada was gracious enough to allow the teams
trophy's to be proudly displayed
at the library showcase. Senator
Romero congratulated the kids
and encouraged the kids to study
hard and make their parents
proud, make our community
proud.
This day Coach Felix
Hernandez introduced THE
VOICE to a room full of champions. Hernandez and his staff
have done a truly tremendous job
with these kids on and off the
field.
Congratulations to you all.
You Make Our Commnity Proud
If you are interested in sponsoring or donating to CLUB
DEPORTIVO EL SERENO.
Please contact Felix Hernandez
President & Founder at
(323) 221-6809 or (213) 4589044
felixhernandez75@yahoo.com
CLUB
DEPORTIVO
EL
SERENO Member of Anahuak
Youth Soccer Association

SEE THEIR PHOTO ON
PAGE 12

ASSEMBLYMEMBER KEVIN DE
LEÓN HONORS LOCAL VETERAN
FOR HIS SERVICE TO OUR
COUNTRY AND HIS COMMUNITY

Pictured above Chief of Staff, Dan Reeves, Mr. Duran and Chair
of the Veterans Committee, Assemblywoman Mary Salas

Assemblymember Kevin de
León is proud to announce that
Joe Duran is the “VETERAN
OF THE YEAR” for the 45th
Assembly District.
The California State Assembly
hosts a Veterans Luncheon annually as a way of recognizing outstanding veterans who have made
significant contributions to communities across California.
Joe Duran, 62, was born and
raised in El Sereno. After attending El Sereno Middle School and
graduating from Woodrow
Wilson High School, he joined
the U.S. Marine Corp in 1963,
and served until 1971. He came
back to teach in his community
for over 10 years in LAUSD at

Wilson High School.
He currently now serves as
Commander of The American
Legion, Post 139, after retiring
from serving the Los Angeles
Sheriff’s Department for 25
years. Mr. Duran continues to
reside in El Sereno with his family.
“It is a great honor to announce
Joe Duran as our local veteran of
the year and to recognize him for
his service to our country, our
state and our local community.
Joe has been an exemplary
individual who continues to give
back to his community and is a
true inspiration to those around
him,” stated Assemblymember de
León.

LET THEM KNOW YOU READ IT ON
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NON-VIOLENT, LOW LEVEL OFFENDERS
(795)TRANSPORTATION
SALES OF CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCE
(950) FALSE IDENTIFICATION TO A POLICE OFFICER
An initial Probable Cause
Determination (PCD) was made
on April 1, 08 The parole hold
was retained as per the Probable
Cause Declaration.
On April 15, 08 a Probable
Cause Hearing was conducted.
Gama denied violating the no
contact order and denied
absconding supervision. He
entered "No Plea" on the 3 criminal charges cited. Probable
Cause was found on all charges,
the parole hold was retained.
On May 1, 08, the revocation
hearing commenced but was
postponed owing to unavailability of witnesses. The Board of
Parole
Hearings
Deputy
Commissioner, David J. Hurd,
determined the offender's right to
be heard within specified time
frames (Valdivia) trumped public
safety and ordered Gama's
released. Gama was to be scheduled for a Not-In-Custody (NIC)
hearing.
On May 2, 08, the amended
paperwork was referred and
completed. Gama was released
(reportedly as a transient) from
DVI prison shortly thereafter.
Police arrest man in violent robbery
May 15, 2008 In Stockton CAA 40-year-old transient was
arrested Tuesday evening after
he allegedly robbed and tried to

stab a woman in south Stockton.
Tony Gama was booked into the
San Joaquin County Jail on suspicion of robbery, assault with a
deadly weapon and sexual battery, according to a Stockton
police report and jail records. He
was also booked on a misdemeanor warrant and on a no-bail
state parole hold.
According to the police report,
Gama allegedly robbed a 49year-old woman when she was
near the intersection of
California and Church streets
and then tried to stab her.
Later, officers drove the woman
back to the area, and they found
Gama. He was arrested. (From
Stockton Record Newspaper)
Tony Gama's case is not an
aberration. Violating a non-contact order is a serious violation.
Such conditions are imposed
owing to the validated fear of a
past or potential victim. Paco
submits that 'NIC'ing on this violation is a tacit acknowledgement
DAPO is not concerned about
the safety of victims. At the very
least, it proves Valdivia trumps
public safety.
In any case, in less than 2 weeks
Gama was up to his old tricks.
This case begs the question, what
charges do warrant retaining a
parolee in custody pending revocation proceedings? Well, let's
consider another case:
(021) ABSCONDING PAROLE
SUPERVISION
(915) THREATEN/HARASS
ANOTHER

(719) USE OF COCAINE
Status: Hold retained, parole
revoked. Offender accepted an
offer of 7 months (Eligible)
Granted, each case is different.
Perhaps that explains why Gama
was NIC'd on similar but more
serious charges than the above.
After all, the parolee in the above
case may well have been deemed
a threat to the community. In
fact, he was. The offender in
question: Tony Gama,
The following was published on
the Stockton Record Newspaper;
Robbery: A 39-year-old man at
9:45 a.m. Monday went to an
apartment in the 1500 block of
South El Dorado Street and
shared alcoholic beverages with
two people. One of them began
demanding money owed, which
the man said he did not owe.
One of the two in the apartment
pulled a gun and forced the man
into the bathroom, where both
people in the apartment hit and
kicked him, taking his money
and ATM card. The man was
locked in the bathroom and the
two people left. When they
returned they released the man,
who called police. Tony Gama,
39, of Stockton was arrested on
suspicion of robbery, false
imprisonment, conspiracy and
criminal threats...
Gama was under parole supervision for the non violent - low
level criminal offense of
Corporal Injury Spouse.
It is time to take a journey back
in time to the mid 1990's
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Gang Murders in the incorpo- pated in the Friday
rated area of East Los Angeles night gang
was at an all time high. It was suppressions.
then that Los Angeles County
Then came along Sheriff Baca
Sheriff Sherman Block initiated who stated "parolees are being
a program where on each Friday returned to custody for violations
evening Gang Enforcement of their terms and conditions of
Team members assigned to vari- parole was nothing more than a
ous sheriff stations would join revolving door approach." Baca
together and would conduct mass made these statements long
gang suppression in one of the before it was discovered that he
problem areas of the County of himself was releasing inmates
Los Angeles. Such was the case early from the Los Angeles
in the East Los Angeles Area. County Jail, (low level-non-vioState Parole agents and Los lent offenders) who went on to
Angeles County probation offi- commit violent and serious
cers worked along side by side crimes to and include murder.
with the sheriff deputies. But how can we forget about
Parolees were arrested when they Baca's statements after the riots
were observed to have violated at his North Jail Facility. Baca
their No Gang Association stated that the parolees (Low
Special Conditions of parole. Level- Non- Violent offenders
Both parole agents and probation gang members) housed in his
officers conducted home compli- North Facility were the ones
ant searches and numerous responsible and behind the riots
firearms were recovered from in his jail facility. Remember
various locations. The parolees that the riots cost the County of
were returned to custody for their Los Angeles thousand of tax payparole violations for several ers dollars and that several
months.
The Los Angeles deputies sustained injuries.
County District Attorneys office
Once the parolees were transmore often than not declined to ported to state prisons the riots
file new criminal charges on stopped.
those parolees found to be in
In January of this year both the
possession or have access to City and County areas of
firearms at their residence. This Monrovia and Duarte saw an
may have only been a band aid escalation of gang violence
approach however in the long which resulted in several murrun the murder rate took a nose ders and shootings. Both the
dive and the community became mayor and the Chief of Police of
a more safer place to live. Staff Monrovia attributed the gang
members from then State Elected violence to parolees residing in
official Hilda Solis also particiCONTINUED ON PAGE 11

SAVE THE DATE
ELECTION DAY
JUNE 12, 2008
2 - 8 p.m.
Boyle Heights Senior Citizens Center
2839 E. 3rd St.
Los Angeles, CA 90033

GUARDE LA FECHA

‘08 ELECTIONS

DIA DE LAS ELECCIONES
El 12 de junio de 2008
2 - 8 p.m.
Boyle Heights Senior Citizens Center
2839 E. 3rd St.
Los Angeles, CA 90033

Vote-by-Mail Application Deadline:

Write-in Candidate Filing Deadline:

Deadline:for returning Vote-By-Mail Ballots

Plazo del luso de voto por correo:

Plazo inscrito de la limadura del candidate:

PlazoparaenviarlasboletasdelVotoporCorreo:

Thursday, June 5, 2008 @5:00pm

Monday, June 9, 2008 @5:00pm

Monday, June 9, 2008 @5:00pm

Lunes el dia 5 de julio de 2008 @

Lunes el dia 9 de julio de 2008 @ 5:00pm

Luneseldia9dejuliode2008@5:00pm

5:00pm
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LAPD Hollenbeck Station
Mural Unites Community

JUNE 2008
voicepub@gmail.com

By Carlos Morales
The City of Los Angeles
Cultural Affairs Dept has made
par again. This time the controversy is over a 100 feet long
mural that was being erected at
the new Hollenbeck Police
Station in Boyle Heights.
Cultural Affairs Department
selected and hired a muralist
named Sandow Birk from the
City of Long Beach, CA to create
the mural that will be a showcase
the exterior of this new facility.
This mural was to encompass the
heart and soul of this eastside
community, uniting this proud
working class neighborhood.
Well this mural did meet one of
it's goals and failed terribly in all
others. What it did accomplish
was to unite this humble community to voice it's very strong
opposition to this horrible artwork!
THE VOICE attended a meeting
hosted by the Boyle Heights
Neighborhood
Council
on
Wednesday, March 26, 2008 and
the main topic of discussion was
the installation of the Mural that
was scheduled for placement in
May. A stakeholder named Rene
Chavez brought this topic to the
attention of the Boyle Heights
Neighborhood Council Board
Members and stakeholders that
this mural was scheduled to be
permanently placed in full view
for the public to see and she suggested that the Neighborhood
Council review the progress of
the mural before it is erected.
There were approximately fifty
persons in attendance at this
meeting which included Board
Members from the Neighborhood
Council, stakeholders from Boyle
Heights, El Sereno and Lincoln
Heights, Councilman Huizar and
staff members Celina Mancia and
Jesse Leon, Hollenbeck Police
Captain Blake Chow and a couple of the Senior Lead Officers.
Not present at this meeting were
the artist Birk and representatives
from the Cultural Affairs
Department.Councilman Huizar
left the meeting early to attend
other City Business. Captain
Chow also left the meeting after
receiving a call on his blackberry
that needed his immediate attention.
The meeting proceeded, with

images of the proposed mural
projected on a wall and the community became outraged at what
they saw. A resident of Boyle
Heights stated "This is not what
we want in our neighborhood,
This is not what we had agreed
on when the project was presented to this board four and a half
years ago." THE VOICE found
out that in October 2004, the
Cultural Affairs agency and Birk
showed the images of the proposed mural to the Boyle Heights
Neighborhood Council and at
that meeting The Neighborhood
Council had some criticisms and
suggestions that Birk noted. The
Boyle Heights Neighborhood
Council have not heard from the
artist or Cultural Affairs
Department since.
At the meeting in March, 2008
both Birk and Cultural Affairs
were being blamed for the lack of
respect they gave this northeast
community. The community was
outraged on how it was being
portrayed. However, at this time
the murals 4,000 plus tiles had
already been painted, fired
(baked) finished and created
awaiting installation to start mid
May.
The Cultural Affairs
Department paid the artist
$195,000 to produce this piece of
art, and now the community does
not want it!
What angered the residents was
the artist interpretation of how he
sees
this
neighborhood.
Statements made by many stakeholders included; "What is shown
in these sketches are a crime ridden community with stray dogs,
men drinking on the street, illegal
street vendors selling CD's and
Laker T-Shirts, smog emitting
from every vehicle on the freeway, and police officers pulling
over an Ice Cream truck vendor."
This has to be the most negative
derogatory stereotypical depiction of Latinos I have ever seen
anywhere and once again the
community is getting thrown
something like this without their
input, I want to know who
approved this? stated Monica
Harmon a community volunteer,
she
continued
to
say
"Councilman Huizar's excuse is I didn't know, he said the same
thing
after
the
Jewish
Community Center was demol-

NEW METRO
TILE COMPANY SINCE 1982

ished, so that does not work for
me or this community. We have a
history of supporting it's police
officers
we
(community)
marched
in
2002
from
Hollenbeck station to Parker
Center in the hot sun in support
of our officers and ask for more
officers in the Hollenbeck
Division. This being said I will
stand in front of this station with
some of my friends and we will
physically block any murals
going up on that wall that will
demoralize our officers and
youth. How do you expect to
keep kids away from gangs when
you have a mural at the police
station that glorifies gang banging! This mural should show
explorers, basketball players,
football players and some our
officers from Hollenbeck that
have been awarded the Medal of
Valor."
Jesse Leon from Councilman
Huizar's Boyle Heights office
addressed the crowd and stated
"the Councilman's office did contact the Cultural Affairs
Department and notified them of
the many concerns, when they
first viewed the mural their concerns were the size of the proofs

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 3
WORLDWIDE SELECTION
OF CERAMIC TILES
YOUR ONE STOP TILE CENTER
DELIVERY AVAILABLE
DESIGN CONSULTING
EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE
SPECIAL HELP FOR DO-IIT-Y
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* HAND CRAFTED * TUMBLED STONE
& MOSAIC
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(323) 221-1
1144
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5477 ALHAMBRA AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, CA90032
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that were offered to the community to view, so we asked for larger proofs which you are viewing
today. When you guys notified
our office of this we got to work
on it and we made sure that it did
not go forward because obviously there are lots of concerns" stated Leon. When he made this
statement one community member stated "it was initiated by us,
the community should have not
been responsible for notifying the
councilman's office of what is
happening in his district by other
City Agencies." Leon continued
to say the Councilman did meet
with Captain Chow and that they
both are in agreement that this
mural should not go up in
Hollenbeck.
Joe Gonzalez stated "the problem
is that this community is continuing to be subjected to such blatant
stereotypical Mexican people, the
Cultural Affairs department think
that this mural would be acceptable here, would a mural depicting the Klu Klux Klan and trailer
parks be acceptable in a white
neighborhood? Would a mural of
African American men sitting on
milk crates in front of liquor
stores, getting off of slave ships,

ALHAMBRA AVENUE
( 7 BLOCKS WEST OF FREMONT )

SEX OFFENDER
CLUSTERS
regard to sex offenders, the
DA shall communicate
directly with senior local
law enforcement staff,
Captain or above, to ensure
they are aware of the identification and placement of
sex offenders in their communities. DAs shall maintain a record of this communication for future reference.
Alhambra Police Chief
Jim Hudson reconfirmed
that his agency had not
been contacted by District
Administrator
Maria
Franco as previously stated
in THE VOICE, Captain
Blake Chow in charge of

with riots and looting be acceptable in a Black neighborhood?, or
a mural depicting buck tooth
waiters, rice patty workers, reckless driving be acceptable in
Asian Neighborhoods? I don't
think so, it is not acceptable in
any of those neighborhoods and
this is not acceptable here. We
will not fall prey to this stereotype! We should start thinking of
the officers who put their lives in
the line that are going to be working inside of this building. This
mural falls short of what is good
in these communities, the churches, graduations, weddings, our
military veterans, or the history
of what this police station means
to this community. LAPD station
commander Blake Chow stated
"as you are aware I got assigned
here last year in May and this
community has more pride than
many other communities I've
worked at during my career as a
Police Officer. This mural really
paints a dark picture of
Hollenbeck both as a community
and the officers that serve this
community and this community
deserve better than this."
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Los
Angeles
Police
Hollenbeck Division also
was not contacted by
District
Administrator
Maria Franco surrounding
the illegal placement of
paroled sex offenders in the
El Sereno area. As of this
date DAPO has failed to
request an investigation on
Franco for her failure to
abide by CDCR own written policy.
Present at the Alhambra
meeting and representing
the Department of Adult
Parole Operations (DAPO)
was the head of Region 3
Alfred Martinez. Martinez
attended the meeting with
Deputy Regional Ken Ford
and brought along his own
body guard Parole Agent
11
Albert
Rivera.

Remember that it was
parole agent Rivera who
authorized the illegal housing of paroled sex offenders in the El Sereno area.
Why Martinez felt that he
needed to bring along a
body guard is any ones
guess in light of the fact
that there were an abundance of Alhambra Police
officers in full dress attire
on hand and all of it's top
brass to and include the
Chief of Police Jim
Hudson present at the
meeting.
The only representative of
DAPO
present
who
addressed the audience was
Alfred Martinez. When
Martinez was asked by
members of the community
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

STATE PAROLEES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
their community released from
prison. Sheriff Baca and state
parole officials ordered mass
gang suppression in the area
which resulted in the arrest of
several parolees for parole violations. Here we are in June 2008
and the gang violence in the
Monrovia area has been curtailed
for now.
Even current State Attorney
General Jerry Brown as Mayor of
Oakland stated that the escalation
of Murders in the Oakland area
was attributed to parolees
released from state prison. Each
and every day when someone
picks up a newspaper one can see
that parolees (most classified as
non-violent offenders) have been
arrested and charged with a new
violent criminal offenses.
May 22, 2008, parolee Dana
Welch from Orange County was
arrested after being suspected of
aiming a laser device at three
commercial airplanes as they
approached landing at the John
Wayne Airport. Welch is facing
both State and Federal criminal
charges.
On September 9, 2004 four
parole agents assisted the Los
Angeles Police Department

Hollywood Division with a
multi-agency task force suppression.
On this date several
parolees all found to be transient
were arrested on a host of parole
violations.
During the course of the next
three months a zero tolerance was
initiated as it concerned transient
parolees.
As a result the
Hollywood area saw a drop in
crime by 18% , mostly in the area
of auto thefts, auto burglaries,
both commercial and residential
burglaries, assaults and drug
related offenses.
Now can someone explain how
during the past several years, several inmates classified as nonviolent -low offenders are now
facing trial or who have already
been convicted for murder and
rape as a result of DNA findings.
Would Gloria Romero like to tell
her constituents how she voted on
the State DNA initiative?
Due to recent information
received on CDCR/DAPO's drug
treatment programs and facilities
of which we need to confirm we
well hold off until the July edition of THE VOICE to share with
all. Also in the July edition of
THE VOICE we well discuss in
depth the role of Joan Petersilia

professor of criminology at UC
Irvine, and her role with the
CDCR/DAPO. We well also
address the issues of Valdivia
Administrators omitting parole
violation charges and adding
their own charges on parole violation reports in their attempt to
avoid returning parolees back to
prison for serious parole violations.
What can be stated is that we
currently live in a time where
many of our state and local elected public officials want to find
excuses and want to blame others
namely state parole agents for
parolees continuous involvement
in criminal behavior. No longer
does CDCR and DAPO want to
hold parolees accountable for
their continuous involvement in
criminal behavior. As previously
noted CDCR/DAPO and many
state elected officials are no
longer concerned with the welfare and safety of the community.
As Chief of Police of Los
Angeles William Bratton, has
stated “most crime to and include
violent crime is being committed
by individuals on active parole
status.”

USMC

N. PEREZ
Staff Sergeant
Career Counselor

1241 S. Soto St., Unit 104
East Los Angeles, CA 90023
Office:
Fax:
Cell:

(323) 269-8802
(323) 269-8802
(760) 908-1248

metro.net/eastside

To Residents and Business
Owners in the Vicinity of
1st St and Soto St
Metro Gold Line Extension Construction

Deck removal will begin Friday, June 6th with a full closure
along 1st St. The Contractor will finalize civil improvements
and complete street restoration.

What to expect:
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

Businesses will be open during construction.
No vehicles will be able to access 1st St, except
for emergency responders.
Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times.
Traffic will be detoured to Cesar Chavez Av and 4th St.
1st St will be closed from Breed St to Mathews St
Closure will be in effect for approximately 4 weeks.
Based on phasing of construction activities, Soto St
may be intermittently accessible to thru traffic across
the 1st St intersection.

Please visit metro.net/deckremoval to view a map with
City-approved detours and temporary bus relocations.
If you have further questions,please call 213.922.2259.

THE COMMUNITY READS THE VOICE!

HONOR, COURAGE, COMMITMENT
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ILLEGAL SEX OFFENDER CLUSTER
CONTINUES AT DYNASTY INN
AINSWORTH, VICTOR MARK
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 314
GARDENA 90248

PAYAN, RAUL
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 312
GARDENA 90248

CASTRO, JERICHO
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 311
GARDENA 90247

RODRIGUEZ, ANGEL
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 308
GARDENA 90248

DAVILA, VICTOR
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 215
GARDENA 90247

ROSE, PHILLIP ANTHONY
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 318
GARDENA 90248

DOCTORS, HARVEY
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 209
GARDENA 90247

SANCHEZ, JOEL
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 217
GARDENA 90248

HENRY, MARTIN KEITH
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 305
GARDENA 90247

WANTUCH, STANLEY
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 310
GARDENA 90248

MCCOY, DENBO
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 317
GARDENA 90248

WINBUSH, HARVEY
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 309
GARDENA 90247

NASH,KEVIN
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 212
GARDENA 90248

As previously noted the Dynasty Inn
Location is
NON COMPLIANT
as per CDCR Jessica Law Policy
AB83. Parole Agent 2, Albert
Rivera previously notified and yet
he allowed parole sex offenders to
reside at this location.

ORTIZ, ESTEBAN
17414 S WESTERN AVE # 214
GARDENA 90248

CODE OF SILENCE AT CDCR
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In 2004 then CDCR Agency Region 3 District Administrator
Secretary Roderick Q. Hickman at the time was one of Johnny
sent out a Memorandum, Zero Verdugo's supervisors and was
Tolerance Regarding the "Code aware of Verdugo's job related
Of Silence" to all employees of activities. Roberts wanting to get
the department. Hickman also the hell out of Dodge, simply
produced a video and all employ- transferred to Region 4 only, later
ees were mandated to view the to return to Region 3 and now
video. Mostly all who were man- with a new title and more power
dated to view the video knew this is back at Region4. As previouswas all a big joke and a waste of ly noted Verdugo transferred to
time. For years all knew that the South Central Parole comthere was a "Code Of Silence" plex. Those parole agents who
within the Department of were honest and were forced to
Corrections as there exist in every participate in the 2006 Sex
other
California
State Offender Shuffle are no longer
Department, however the majori- assigned to the Eastern Parole
ty of the Code Of Silence can be District. Many Rank and File
found at the top Administrative parole agents feel that if they
level.
were to come forward and disIn 2006 investigative reporter close the actions of misconduct
David Goldstein aired on local by their supervisors especially
television his discovery of the Administrators they themselves
mass shuffle of paroled sex would face false allegations of
offenders from motel to motels misconduct and be the subject of
every four days. A deliberate retaliation.
intent to circumvent the law as
Parole Agent 3 Supervisor
per AB 113. Of all the four parole Terrance Burns during his tenure
regions within the state of at Region 3 Headquarters was in
California and parole districts, charge of Investigations surthe shuffle of paroled sex offend- rounding parole agents, superviers only occurred in Region 3, sors and other DAPO staff memand only involved the Eastern bers accused of misconduct. For
District.
The same Eastern years Burns told all that he was
District identified as illegally an Attorney at Law and did posplacing the paroled sex offenders sess a California Bar card. It was
in the El Sereno Area.
only after sworn (under oath)
CODE OF SILENCE is both statements made by Burns, that
more pervasive and pronounced Burns acknowledged that he was
today than ever before within the not an Attorney. Burns may have
Department of Adult Parole graduated from Law school but
Operations. Many of the parole that in itself does not give somesupervisors, Administrators and one the right to call themselves a
others who either had prior practicing attorney.
knowledge, or participated in the
As an analogy let's take a look
Initial 290pc shuffle of 2006 and at the recent allegations surroundother related issues surrounding ing the sexual misconduct of an
paroled sex offenders just turned educator employed by the Los
their backs and played a form of Angeles Unified School District.
musical chairs.
Example Initially high ranking administraAdministrators rather than face tors employed by the LA Unified
the music transferred from School District denied any and all
Region to Region with a new job prior knowledge of the alleged
assignment. Ivory Roberts a sexual misconduct between the

educator and a minor student.
Now it has come to light (Los
Angeles Times article 05-062008) that the LA United School
District Administrators did have
prior knowledge and failed to initiate their own independent investigation. As a result the same
school Educator has been arrested
and charged with new allegations
of child sexual abuse. What can
LAUSD now say regarding their
failure by their own Code Of
Silence to protect the welfare and
safety of minor children, which
have been entrusted in their care?
The Administrators (as per the
Los Angeles Times article 05-0708) have just been re-assigned for
now. Time well tell if they get the
boot. If the LA Unified School
District follows DAPO's example
then they well most likely obtain
and receive a new promotion.
As noted James Tilton current
head
of
the
California
Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation has turned in his
letter of resignation.
The
Governor has now appointed
Matthew Cate current head of the
California
Department
of
Inspector General as his successor.
Let's take a brief look at four
investigations and their findings
which were conducted by the
Inspector Generals office. First is
the Initial 290pc sex offender
shuffle of 2006. Cate instead of
using the terms deliberate intent
to circumvent the law simply stated that there was a misunderstanding of the law AB 113. Cate
did state that Administrators had
been less than truthful (lied). The
matter was referred back to
CDCR for any further actions and
sanctions.
As a result two
Administrators simply retired and
a third was promoted. Now the
Administrator Maria Franco who
was promoted after the initial
2006 sex offender shuffle is the

same person responsible for the
illegal housing of paroled sex
offenders in the El Sereno area a
clear violation of CDCR Policy
and AB 83 Jessica's Law.
Second, are the allegations that
a
CDCR
employee
(Administrator) was viewing
pornographic pictures and images
of adult females during their
working hours and on state computers. The investigation concluded that all of the allegations
were factual. The matter again
was turned over to CDCR for
review and sanctions. As above
no actions or sanctions have been
levied.
Third, is the investigation of
the secret rooms behind prison
walls. The Inspector General
conducted an investigation and
then
allowed
Prison
Administrators to refurbished the
rooms and eliminate their concealment. No one addressed or
asked WHAT these secret rooms
were used for?
Fourth, was the investigation
called for by State Assemblyman
Todd Spritzer.
Spritzer had
obtained written documentation
which clearly showed that a
District Administrator had doctored up (removed written statements by parole agents and parole
unit supervisors replacing the
statements with his own written
documentation but, leaving the
signatures of others) on legal documents. The Inspector General
concurred that the Parole
Administrator did alter the legal
documents however there was no
deliberate intent by the District
Administrator. Case closed. The
District Administrator received a
promotion.
Currently CDCR and DAPO
are both facing the possibility of
falling under a complete Federal
Receivership. In light of all of
the Corruption, cover ups, code
of silence, fear of retaliation by

Administrators and supervisors
and the continuous violations of
law and CDCR policy by supervisors and administrators perhaps
this may be in the long run the
best approach.
Next month we continue to
address more on DAPO's Code of
Silence. We well also address the
upcoming release of thousand of
inmates into our community classified as non-violent criminal
offenders and explain in detail to
our readers what defines a convicted criminal as a non-violent
offender.
We well also explain in brief
the collapse of the California
Criminal
Justice
system,
California State Sentencing laws,
Los Angeles County Wholesale
plea bargain system. DAPO's
failed drug treatment programs,
and last what actions or lack of
actions led up to two separate
horrific killings at the hands of
two parolees both classified as
non-violent offenders. One of
those killed was Los Angeles
Police Officer Ricardo Lizzaraga.

WHEN YOU SEE
NEWS HAPPEN
CONTACT....

THE
VOICE
@
323.221.7400
Submit
Community News
And Articles To

voicepub@gmail.com

THE ART OF HIDING SEX OFFENDERS
IN OUR COMMUNITYY

CLUB DEPORTIVO EL SERENO WITH SENATOR ROMERO
SEE THEIR STORY ON PAGE 8

E L TAQ U I T O R E S TAU R A N T
Authentic Mexican Restaurant

Tortas
Burritos
Taquitos
Tacos
Tostadas
Serving Delicious Food For Over 20 Years

Daily Specials Monday thru Friday
Sabroso Menudo on Saturday & Sunday

(323) 223-1
1649

5053 North Huntington Drive, El Sereno, CA 90032

CONTINEUD FROM PAGE 10
to explain why they were not informed and
notified that paroled sex offenders were
residing in their community, Martinez
refused to address the question at hand. In
the matter of fact Martinez did not answer
various questions that stakeholders asked,
he differed a lot of those questions by
answering "I did not bring that documentation with me" THE VOICE now asks
"How does a Head of a State Department
come into a meeting, knowing that his
department is the topic of discussion and
not be briefed or ready to answer the communities questions?"
Several times Chief of Police Hudson had
to come to Martinez's rescue. Martinez
was less than prepared to address the community even at times losing his composure
and it became apparent that he was less
than transparent. Once again DAPO had
demonstrated that the CODE OF
SILENCE involves the hierarchy of
CDCR and not the rank and file.
Of surprise to all present, Arturo Chavez
a representative of State Senator Gilbert
Cedillo office, announced to all that
Senator Cedillo earlier on this date had
communicated with the former head of
CDCR James Tilton and that Tilton had
made the decision to immediately relocate
the six paroled sex offenders from the
Alhambra community. One resident asked
Martinez where are they going to be relo-

cated, he could not answer the question
and responded he had no idea. THE
VOICE asked him are they being placed in
El Sereno again? He did not answer the
question.
One has to ask the question why Senator
Romero failed to do the same for the residents of the El Sereno Community which
had over 60 paroled sex offenders in the
area? In addition to the 100 or so on
Megans Law Website.
Senator Cedillo acted on the communities
concerns and in less than 4 days he had
answers and made it a point to have
answers for the townhall meeting in
Alhambra. As noted on Channel 5 News
in Los Angeles, one reporter asked
Martinez questions and Martinez refused
to answer any of his questions on or off the
record.
THE VOICE asked Martinez during the
public meeting, why does the DAPO
repeat this same scenario, in different
communities. He shows up at community
meetings, the community asks him questions and he does not answer them. THE
VOICE made a call to follow up with
Alfred Martinez who promised to speak
with us regarding the sex offenders at the
Alhambra town hall meeting. Zenaida
Hernandez at Region 3 Headquarters
answered the call and asked who wanted to
CONTINUED ON PAGE XX

REMEMBERING CARLOS TORRES

CARLOS T. TORRES was
born on May 3, 1960 and after
fighting a courageous battle with
Leukemia, he finally succumbed
to his disease on May 11th, 2008.
Carlos is survived by his wife and
2 children, along with his father,
two sisters, and youngest brother.
Carlos dedicated his life to
working to help others. He
worked for the LAPD for 27
years. He was one of the organizers for Toys for Tots at
Children's Hospital to assist
chronically ill children. His last
request was that he hoped more
people.
On March 21st , 2008 Carlos

Daughter wrote this
poem for a school
"Cancer"
Imagine having
cancer feeling effortless knowing some
part of you is dying.
Having children looking at their faces and
telling them it is all
going to be okay But
you doubt yourself
because everyday is a
struggle anything can
happen
Cancer makes you
see that life has a
meaning, don't waste
it
Everyday is a battle a
battle to fight for.
Seeing your husband or wife
with their eyes filled with water
Everyday when they see you on
machines being poked
Feeling weak. Asking God why?
Why me I don't deserve this. You
just cope on what's going on.
Pray that this disease will go
away, Being on a bed nothing to
do and just watching life pass you
by
You just want to give up but no
there is so much to live for
God has put us on this earth for a
purpose the purpose to live and
to breath. I am just a regular person looking for a cure

Written by Carlos Daughter
As she stated she just a regular
person looking for a cure; I
believe we all are and it was
Carlos's belief that we can all
make a difference.
Carlos was a childhood friend
of mine. Some of the fond memories I have of him is when he
introduced me to camping. He
took me on my first and only
camping trip to Yosemite
National Park. It will be a trip I
will always remember. On this
trip there were three friends on it,
all three were named "Carlos", so
every time one of us would say
Carlos the other two would
answer "What"
Carlos you are loved by your
family and friends, your neighbors always respected you. I
remember asking Carlos once
after he became a Police Officer
"If you seen me speeding would
you give a speeding ticket, he
said YES, and he meant it! I
asked him "why would you do
this if we are friends, he responded Because it's my job!" Carlos
did take his seriously, and it
showed!
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LINCOLN HEIGHTS
CHAMBER NEWS
The Lincoln Heights Chamber
of Commerce hosted its 92nd
Installation of Officers Banquet
on May 22, 2008 at Stevens Steak
House. The Gala Installation
Chairperson, Gina H. Alonso,
brought class to the Chamber
once again, making it the premiere organization in Lincoln
Heights. Councilman Ed P.
Reyes presided as Installing
Officer of the New Board of
Directors for 2008-2009. The

event was attended by 150 business people, community leaders
and elected officials representatives. Together they celebrated
the last decade of the centennial.
"This Organization has been in
the forefront of business development in Lincoln Heights for '92
years." The Chamber will continue to lead "Building Unity in
the Community", said Steve
Kasten, Past President.

REST IN
PEACE

ADVERTISE ON THE VOICE
THE COMMUNITY READS IT EVERY MONTH

VOTE ON THURSDAY, JUNE 12TH, 2008
LINCOLN HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL ELECTION
ABRAHAM LINCOLN HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
FROM 1PM - 7PM

VOTE FOR THE ACTION TEAM
President
Elena Popp
Vice President
Vera Padilla
Treasurer
Frank Wada
Secretary
Martha Riley
Youth Rep
Atiana Duran
Area 1 Resident
Ernest Sanchez, Sr.

Area 1 At Large
Christopher Arellano
Area 2 Resident
David Correa
Area 2 At Large
Maria Virgen
Area 3 Resident
Paul Visconti
Area 3 At Large
Ted Juarez
Area 4 At Large
Lupe Guillen

Area 5 Resident
Ruben Chavez
Area 5 At Large
Paul Medina
Area 6 Resident
Kevin Flint
Area 6 At Large
Sharon L. Graine
Area 7 Resident
Clara Kong (WRITE IN)
CBO1
Ben Wadsworth

CBO2
Carolina Castillo
CBO3
Esther Rosas
Business Rep 1
Erika Gallo
Business Rep 2
William Aparicio
Business Rep 3
Richard Corral

“SERVING OUR COMMUNITY” A MAJORITY OF THE ACTION TEAM CURRENTLY SERVES ON YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL - VOTE FOR THE TEAM WITH A PROVEN TRACK RECORD
IMPROVING EDUCATION
o Provided computers
o Books, desks, backpacks
o Sports equipment
o Band uniforms
o And college field trips for Our
students!

o
o
o
o
o

NEIGHBORHOOD
REVITALIZATION
Annual Christmas Parade
4th of July fireworks
Provided state of the art
Community Marquee
LAPD Safety Days
And community clean ups!

o
o
o
o

HEALTH & ADVOCACY
Provided free health fairs
Exercise equipment
Cooling systems for Seniors
And translation services!

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CALL (323) 227-5
5499

Sponsored By

William Aparicio Tax Preparation
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Hollenbeck Mural Stonewalled
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
Birk was quoted saying "I'm really quite
distressed that there's been such an outcry
on what I think is a great project, and that
the criticisms are so outlandish and false,"
Both Birk and the Cultural Affairs
Department stated that the "The LAPD
was involved in the project at every step of
the way, and the imagery in the mural was
suggested by LAPD officers from
Hollenbeck station themselves." We wrote
an email to Cultural Affairs Department to
ask them which officers were involved
during the progress of the mural, they have
not answered our email. Is it because no
officers were involved with the project?.
Birk was also quoted in a Los Angeles
Times article as saying "This has been a
huge project that has been going on for
five years, from planning to coming up
with a design to the final creation of the
mural. At every meeting that I have
attended there have been LAPD members
and community members involved. They
told me stories about the history of the
precinct, gave me a tour of the facilities,
and showed me their favorite places to eat,
as well as memorabilia and stories of
remarkable police officers. All of their
input was used in the creation of the final
design." THE VOICE did not see any of
the above items he mentions on any of the
tile works that are finished.
Also In a Los Angeles Times interview
Birk stated "Every image was suggested
by the community, from the war veterans
to the children with balloons and the boxers and the references to the history of the
community and its Japanese and Jewish
heritage. I can't wait for someone to actually see it before making any judgment
calls on it. It's really spectacular" Birk
said.
"As of now, the only people who have
seen the mural in its final state are the
community members who worked on the
project. The only images that can be seen
are of the mural in the process of being
painted. It's the firing that gives the glazes
a beautiful, bright, sparkling color. The
photos the community is seeing the colors
look dull and flat and chalky. It's going to
be spectacular when it goes up, it's going
to be vibrant and bright colors and brilliant
in the sun." After reading his remarks, we
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

SEX OFFENDERS
speak with Martinez We identified
ourselves and was transferred to
Martinez, When he realized who we
were he began to yelled from the top
of his lungs and slammed the phone
on us. Is this the proper action of a
public servant who is being paid
with public funds. I don't think so
- He will be hearing from us again!
Our community deserves answers!
Speaking of answers, Why has State

really question if he really understands the
reason of why this community is refusing
to have his artwork displayed, is not over
the colors or dullness IT'S THE CONTENT!
"The truth is the Boyle Heights community and LAPD had no say on the selection
of Mr. Birk. The City of Los Angeles'
Cultural Affairs Commission selected,
hired and rammed this project down our
throats whether we liked it or not" stated
Martha Cisneros. Another community resident asked the officers that remained at
the meeting to take a good look at her, look
her straight in her eyes because, if this
mural is erected, "I will bring a sledge
hammer and knock this mural down" the
crowd cheered in an uproar… other community stakeholders stated "they will join
her with their sledgehammers as well"
Two weeks after the Boyle Heights meeting, Captain Blake Chow announced at a
CPAB (Community Police Advisory
Board) meeting, that the LAPD has met
with the Cultural Affairs Dept and that an
agreement was reached that this mural will
not be erected at the station.
THE VOICE visited muralist Birk's website http://sandowbirk.com/works.html
and found out that he graduated from the
prestigious Otis Art Institute of Parson's
School of Design, Los Angeles, CA and
has traveled the world. Our biggest surprise was what type of artwork this artist
has created in the past. Many of his contemporary work consists of gang violence,
prison life, and riots.
We were stunned that he was even picked
to do the large mural, mostly because he
had expressed such a dim view of the
LAPD and seemed to embrace the gang
lifestyle or showcase that lifestyle in his
paintings.
The Cultural Affairs Department defends
itself and states “There have been meetings, and more meetings and more than fifteen community members volunteered
their time to help participate in the design
of the mural, and more than twenty community members were involved in its production.
Birk, has lived 25 years in various
Hispanic neighborhoods of the city. He
speaks Spanish and Portuguese, lived
many years in Brazil and studied mural

Senator Romero who is also the
Public Safety Chair, and Councilman
Huizar not hold a town hall meeting
to address these important PUBLIC
SAFETY issues in El Sereno when
they were notified of over 160 (combined Megans Law Website and illegally placed) sex offenders in our
community?. It will be a shame for
someone to in our community to get
hurt and then what?, then we address
the problem? Remember the boy that
got molested on Huntington Drive

William Aparicio
TAX PREPARATION, INC

(323) 223-3486
3510 North Broadway Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Sister Madalene
Reader & Advisor

Has The Power To Heal By Prayer

Curandera / Consejera

Psychic Palm Tarot Readings

Advise on all affairs of life and the meanings of your dreams
Limpio Todos Los Dias Con Amor y Suerte

No Appointments Needed

323.226.9569 * 323.635.7857
Available For Parties And Gatherings

5017 North Huntington Drive, El Sereno, CA 90032

painting in Mexico City with the support
of the Mexican and American governments. His credentials for this project are
long, and that was probably why he was
chosen for this important commission.
THE VOICE is asking the Cultural
Affairs Department why Birk was selected
to produce this work if his past work
showcases inner city violence, graffiti, and
prison life.
The Cultural Affairs Department has not
learned from its past experience, or perhaps they know they can get away with
operating this way and not answer to anyone. Back in 2005 the Cultural Affairs
Department and an artist from Santa
Monica attended an El Sereno
Neighborhood Council meeting to present
a proposed piece of artwork that was going
to be placed at the Soto Street overpass,
where Huntington Drive meets Soto Street
(near the dividing line of El Sereno and
Lincoln Heights communities.) Sketches
and illustrations of a metal structure was
shown to the stakeholders. Residents at
the meeting ask questions as to how that
art piece was selected? How the artist was
selected? They were trying to comprehend
how this metal artwork represents this
community. How did this artist come to
this conclusion? What was the process of
selecting this artist?
The Cultural Affairs Department stated
that the artist selection was done through
their office and website. The artist stated
"this art piece represents this community
with the continuous and endless loop it
encompasses the heart of the community"
(Did you get lost here?) Community
members asked the artist, how did you
come up with the idea? What made you
think that this community would embrace
this art piece that has non connection what
so ever to our community? Stakeholders
asked if he had visited with community
members, agencies, schools to do the
research needed to come up with an art
piece that our community can be proud of
displaying. The artist was embarrassed,
the Cultural Affairs Department tried to
defend their decision and made excuses
and insisted that this indeed represented
the El Sereno community. THE VOICE
asked if there were any artist considered
from the Eastside, they responded "no

last year!
During the month of March Alfred
Martinez
held
a
District
Administrators meeting at the South
Central parole Complex. Present at
this meeting were all of the District
Administrators and parole unit supervisors assigned to Region 3. During
this meeting Martinez voiced to all
that he did not appreciate the fact that
both Public elected officials LA
County Board Member Michael
Antonovich and State Assemblyman
Anthony Portantino or their representatives and members of the community called both the Pasadena
Parole complex and Region 3 headquarters regarding the placement of
paroled sex offenders in the Altadena
area. Martinez then told all that he
made the decision to relocate the
paroled sex offenders from the
Altadena area only because the sex
offenders were residing in an "Upper
Class Neighborhood."
I suspect that there is truth to
Martinez's statement. If you remember in the May edition of THE
VOICE where former parole unit
supervisor Norma Martinez refused
to place a parole hold on a male
parolee who had exposed his private
parts to small children during daytime hours. The location of the incident can be described as a lower economic Latino residential community.
The University Hills Neighborhood
Watch held a meeting in March, at
the home of one of the community
residents. The meeting was attended

artist from the eastside applied for this
project." We suggested for the agency to
outreach and advertise these opportunities
to our community (via our newspaper of
course)!
El Sereno never heard back from the
Cultural Affairs Department and a couple
of months later, we noticed that the exact
same metal artwork was erected at Lincoln
Park at the "Wall of Las Memorias" site.
The artist was paid, the metal art piece was
created and had to be placed somewhere,
So they placed it at Lincoln Park.
THE VOICE, informed the stakeholders
of Boyle Heights of the incident that
occurred in El Sereno, the stakeholders
voiced their demand that this mural slated
for the police station be destroyed and to
make sure that this mural not be placed in
any public location in the City of Los
Angeles. A recommendation was made to
have a sledge hammer party fundraiser to
let the community break the murals tiles
up and place them on the ground in front
of the Police Station or a mosaic path leading into the new police station.
These are not two isolated incidents
where the Cultural Affairs Department
fails to connect with the communities. The
Cultural Affairs Department has heard
these types of complaints from many communities throughout the City of Los
Angeles over the years. This is a VERY
CLEAR example on how a city agency
that has no accountability to the stakeholders, or the City Councilman and gets away
with these actions over and over again.
Since its inception in 1989, the City of
Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department
has commissioned more than 150 artworks
in public places. Over half the projects
commissioned through the Cultural Affairs
Department have been by local artists.
Here is a recommendation for the
Cultural Affairs Department from THE
VOICE; In any future projects you start,
consider outreaching in the community
your dealing with, there are many talented
artist that reside within each community.
This will avoid many criticisms that your
agency receives, and most likely the community will have art that represents what
each community is about and will promote
community pride and will showcase the
communities talent.

by representatives from Los Angeles
Police Department Hollenbeck
Division, Central Division React
Unit, and representatives from both
local and state elected officials.
What was of interest as per
Councilman Huizar staff member,
Alfred Martinez had been invited to
attend this meeting and that Martinez
refused to attend.
It would have been nice if Martinez
had attended maybe he could have
told the community residents why he
failed to return their telephone calls
surrounding the illegally placed
paroled sex offenders in the El
Sereno area.
Also noted in THE VOICE May edition was the information of the Email surrounding the location of the
Dynasty Inn 17414 South Western
Avenue, Gardena. This location was
out of compliance as per AB 83
Jessica's Law.
In mid May
Television Investigative reporter
David Goldstein aired a television
special on CBS 2 where he showed
that parole agents again from the
Eastern District had placed paroled
sex offenders at this location a violation of law. The E-Mail was sent out
on 02-28-2008 and a copy of the EMail was sent directly to Region 3
Headquarters namely Parole Agent
11 Albert Rivera. As per. David
Goldsteins report the administrators
of both DAPO, Region 3 and
Sacramento stated that they had no
knowledge of the E-Mail. DO TO
SPACE RESTICTIONS WE COULD

NOT INCLUDE THAT EMAIL ON
THIS ISSUE BUT WILL PULBLISH
IT ON THE JULYU ISSUE.
Confidential sources have informed
THE VOICE that as recent as the
first week of May during sex offender parole training, parole agent King
assigned to the Huntington Park
complex (Eastern District) was
telling other parole agents who
supervised sex offender case loads to
place their parolees at the Dynasty
Inn.
Once again the Eastern District staff
namely District Administrator Maria
Franco and her parole agents and
Parole Agent 11 Albert Rivera have
been exposed for again violating the
law.
As a result of the David Goldstein
special State Assemblyman Todd
Spitzer has formerly sent out letters
to Secretary Matthew Cate (New
Secretary of CDCR) and to the
Newly Appointed Inspector General
David Shaw requesting an investigation over the illegally placed paroled
sex offenders in a location which was
not in compliance of AB 83, Jessica's
law.
Time will only tell what actions
CDCR will undertake. In review of
CDCR past history most likely it well
be business as usual and those
employees who claim to have established relationships with elected officials well once again get a free pass.

STAY TUNED!

LINCOLN HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL ELECTION
Thursday June 12, 2008 - 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM Lincoln High School Auditorium
VOTE FOR THE CANDIDATES THAT WILL MAKE
LINCOLN HEIGHTS A BETTER PLACE TOMORROW
President - Hugo Pacheco
Vice President - Manny Z. Rodriguez
Secretary - Carmen M. Serrano
Treasurer - Jesse Rosas

Hugo

Mannny

Carmen

Jesse
Area 1 Resident - Ben Espinoza
Area 1 Stakeholder - Juan Castro
Area 2 Resident - Markus Brox
Area 2 Stakeholder
Enrique Martinez Amaya

Ben

Juan

Markus

Enrique
Area 3 Resident Susana Vizcarra
Area 4 Resident Starland Francis
Area 4 Stakeholder Andrew Rosales
Area 5 Resident Rosalio "Sal" Vidaurri

Susana

Starland

Andrew

Sal
Area 5 Stakeholder - Eddie Granados
Area 6 Stakeholder - Felicitas Acosta

NO
PHOTO
AVAILABLE
FOR
JOE “PEPE” PENA

Area 7 Resident - Joe "Pepe" Pena
Area 7 Stakeholder - Jose Aguilar

Eddie

Felicitas

Pepe

Jose
Vote for these 3 - Vote por estos 3
Business Representative - Crystal Arceo
Business Representative - Robert Vega
Business Representative - Ray Covarrubias Jr.

Crystal

Robert

Ray
Vote for these 3 - Vote por estos 3
Community Representative - Scott Johnson
Community Representative - Frank A. Serrano
Community Representative - Mary Leos-Pacheco

Scott

Frank

Mary

REMEMBER! WRITE-IN: Candidates: JUAN CASTRO for Area 1 Resident ENRIQUE AMAYA for Area 2
Stakeholder & JOSE AGUILAR for Area 7 Stakeholder
VOTE JUEVES, 12 DE JUNIO 2008 POR LOS CANDIDATOS QUE HARÁN A LINCOLN HEIGHTS UN MEJOR LUGAR

Restaurante La Fondita

Any Meat
Cualquier Carne

$.99

Any Meat
Cualquier Carne

Torta w/ Soda

$3.99

Any Meat
Cualquier Carne

710 Fwy

Boca Ave

Soto Street

Must Show Coupons - Limit 1 Coupon Per Customer
Tiene Que Mostrar Cupon - Limitdo A Un Cupon Por Cliente

Valley Blvd.

Restaurante La Fondita

4625 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032

(323) 222-0334

10 Fwy

Delicious Breakfast
Menudo

Sabrosos Desayunos
Rico Menudo

also Increases Horsepower and Torque

Con Cupon

Add an aFe Air Filter or Intake System
and see your MPG Increase!
(Miles Per Gallon: 1 to 3 mpg average increase!)

$3.99

Con Cupon

Relief is here with aFe Air Filters and Intake Systems
aFe allows your vehicle, your budget,
and you to breathe easier!

with Coupon

Burrito w/ Soda

SOPE

Limit 5 with Coupon

$.50

Any Meat
Cualquier Carne

with Coupon

TACOS

GR AN APERTUR A

Limite 5 Con Cupon

Limit 5 with Coupon

GR AND OPENING

Limite 5 Con Cupon

GAS PRICES CONTINUE TO RISE!
W E H AV E T H E A N S W E R
TO F I G H T T H E G A S C R U N C H!

(Saturday and Sundays)

(Sabado y Domingos)

Fish and Shrimp Tacos

Tacos de Pescado y Camaron

Just like at Ensenada Mexico

Estillo Ensenada

Restaurante
La
Fondita
Features Tortillas From LA CHAPALITA
“The Best Tortillas In California.”
—Wolfgang Puck

Available thru Flow Source

323.221.7400

Tortillas Can Be Purchased Fresh From Our Neighborhood Factory
1520 North Knowles Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90063
Close to El Sereno, Lincoln Heights and Boyle Heights

NEWLAND HARDWARE

MON - FRI
8am -6:30pm

SATURDAY
8am -5pm

Se
e r vin
n g t he
e E l Se
e r e n o Com
m m un
n itt y for
r Ove
e r 80 Ye
e ar
rs

SUNDAY

SIGN UP - For Your

9am -4pm

Featuring New Custom Windows For
Your Home By
NEW WINDOW
STYLES
INCLUDE:

Aluminum Frame * Vinyl Frame
Wood Frame * Single & Dual Glaze

Installation Available
99

With Coupon

E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Flat Paint
Dries in minutes to a rich
uniform finish. Soap and
water cleanup. 25-year
warranty.

$21

99

With Coupon

E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Satin Enamel
High-hiding coverage.
Easy soap & water
cleanup.
25-year warranty.

$22

99

With Coupon

E-Z Kare Interior
Latex Semi-Gloss Enamel
High-hiding and durable.
Perfect for high-traffic areas
like kitchens, baths, molding.
25-year warranty.

And Receive Double Points
Ask for Details

SCREENS
NEW SCREENS
RE-SCREENS
DOORS AND WINDOWS

Providing Customer Service Second To None!

$17

TRUE VALUE
REWARDS CARD

ALL COLORS ALL STYLES
SAME OF NEXT DAY SERVICE

JUNE BARGAINS OF THE MONTH
Brushed Stainless
99

14

Steel Solar Light

2 99
* Bright White LED;
rechargeable battery incl.
* Lights ups automatically at dusk;
runs up to 8 hours
E 441 264 F24

While Supplies Last

4938 Huntington Drive South (Next to Food-F
For-L
Less Market)

16” Oscillating
Stand Fan

W 844 102 1

323.227.1933

