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RECKLESS SPEEDING
ENDS IN DEATH

Street Racing Causes
Fatal Crash

SEE NEWS HAPPEN!

One person was killed when the car he was
riding in lost control and crashed into two
oncoming cars.
On Thursday, October 18, 2007, at around
3:30 p.m., a 1994 Dark Green Honda
Prelude being driven by a 19-year-old man,
along with two passengers was traveling
northbound on Huntington Drive between
Topaz and Monterey Pass Road at an estimated speed of 90 MPH according to LAPD
authorities. The driver lost control of the
vehicle causing it to slam into the raised center divider curb section of the roadway,
sending it airborne and into the southbound
traffic lanes.
As the Prelude skidded across the roadway
and jumped the median, it hit two oncoming
vehicles. One of the cars, a 2004 Honda
Acura, crashed into the passenger side of the
Prelude. The impact killed the front seat
passenger, Mauricio Mardones, 19, and
severely injured a 20-year old man sitting in
the rear passenger seat of the Prelude. Both
the driver and rear passenger were taken to a
local hospital for treatment.
The single occupant of the Acura was
treated for minor injuries and released.
There was a lone driver in the third vehicle,
a 2005 Toyota Corolla, and he was not
injured.
Lt. George Macias of the LAPD stated to
THE VOICE "Moments before the collision,
there were eyewitness accounts which
placed a Dark Green Honda Prelude along
with a second vehicle, either a White Honda,
or an Acura Legend with a spoiler" in the
area of Soto Street and Multnomah Street,
about a mile from the crash site, witnesses
reported that the driver of the Prelude had
been seen racing with another vehicle, a
white colored Honda or Integra, with a spoiler on the trunk. The driver was described as
a male Hispanic, 16-20 years of age.

323.221.7400

Continued On Page 2 - See Street Racing

KIRK DOUGLAS
MAKES LASTING
MEMORIES FOR EL
SERENO KIDS
Page 4

AUTO SHOW
GOES GREEN
Page 6

COLLEGE GRANT
INFORMATION
Page 7

THE VOICE
IS NOW
AVAILABLE THRU EMAIL
SIGN UP AT
VOICEPUB@GMAIL.COM
CALL US WHEN YOU

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
CELEBRATES ANOTHER GRAND OPENING
Special Healthcare
Promotions Offered
November 1, 2007 thru
December 31 2007
MONDAY & FRIDAY

8:30a.m. - 5:00 p.m

303 SOUTH LOMA DR. #202
LOS ANGELES, CA 90017

Health Center
Arroyo Vista Family

WEDNESDAY

8:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m (213) 201-5800
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

$40.00 Physical Exams
$11.00 Flu Shots
FREE Health Screenings
Height / Weight and Blood pressure
Vision Hearing
FREE Health education
FREE Clinic Tours
FREE application assistance with:
Medi-Cal Plan Enrollment, Health Families,
Healthy Kids,
Access for Infants and Mothers (AIM)

*
*
*
*
*

Services Provided:
Prenatal
Pediatrics
Adolescent
Adult
Geriatrics

Dental, Optometry,
Radiology and
Mammography
services available
at other Arroyo

FREE application assistance with Cancer Detection Vista Family Health
Center
Program for ladies over 40 years of age

FIVE CLINICS TO SERVE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

HIGHLAND PARK

EL SERENO

LINCOLN HEIGHTS

6000 N. Figueroa St.

4815 Valley Blvd

2411 North Broadway

LA CA 90042

LA CA 90032

LA CA 90031

(323) 254-5221

(323) 222-1134

(323) 987-2000

MEDICAL MOBILE CLINIC
Various Community Locations Call for an appointment or just walk in or call
for a mobile clinic visit
(323) 254-5221

“We Care About Your Health”
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THE VOICE

is an independent news media
monthly publication based in El
Sereno with a circulation of
20,000 impressions. It is delivered
to residents in the El Sereno,
Lincoln Heights, Boyle Heights
and parts of Alhambra. It is also
distributed to various businesses
within these areas, as well as
emailed to all interested parties.
Our growing network of community participation has made
this publication the primary
source for local information. We
strive to make a positive impact on
the community by reporting news
that is seldom found anywhere
else in the media to inform, and
educate this community on what is
going on in their front yard! We
welcome community interest stories, and press releases. 60 % of
all articles are written by community stakeholders THE VOICE
reserves the right to edit all materials due to space constrictions.
THE VOICE is not responsible
nor liable for any claims or offerings, nor responsible for products
availability that may be advertised. Opinions expressed in these
columns are those by the authors
who wrote them.
All rights
reserved. Reproduction in whole
or in part without written permission from the editor is prohibited.

email:
voicepub@gmail.com
4301 Valley Blvd, Suite A1
Los Angeles, CA 90032
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EDITORS MESSAGE
Hello Neighbors,
It's the time of the year to reflect
on the wonderful things we have
in life. I'm not talking about
physical things.
I'm talking
about family, friends and neighbors. Even when things seem bad
in our lives we have these people
to help us get thru the worst of
times.
For the past 6 months I have
been attending a Health
Education class preparing myself
for a drastic operation in which I
will be having soon. The operation is called "Gastric Bypass
Bariatric Surgery" This operation
is for persons who are morbid
obese which I am.
This will be the first surgery I
have had in my life. I am scared
about having it done, however I
have come to a point in my life
that I feel I need this operation in
order for me to continue to enjoy
my life with my family, friends,
and neighbors.
The series of classes have educated me on nutrition, exercise
programs, and most importantly

to my particular situation.......
”Why I always felt hungry” I
learned that it is stress related and
several things in my life has contributed to these factors. I am
addressing these factors and I am
making changes in my life to prepare myself for life after surgery.
During the weight loss surgery
the stomach is divided into two
sections. One of the two sections
is a new, smaller pouch that will
act as the new stomach. The new
stomach has a capacity of roughly two ounces
(the size of a
walnut), as opposed to its former
size of about two quarts. This
drastic reduction limits your
stomach ability to hold food,
making you feel full after eating
only a small amount, requiring
you to eat substantially less.
The weight loss surgery takes
approximately two hours and is
performed under general anesthesia. I was quiet amazed on how
many people have an obesity
problem. In the 70's smoking
was public enemy number one
with various health agencies cre-

SPEEDING CAR CAUSES
BLACKOUT TO 14,000
EL SERENO RESIDENTS
A speeding ’98 - 2 door, purple
Honda Civic lost control around a
bend on Eastern Avenue just
north of Lombardy Avenue and
crashed. The accident involved a
single vehicle driven by a female
driver. The speeding vehicle was
headed northbound on Eastern
and lost control in front of El
Sereno Middle School, on Friday
night, November 9th at approximately 9:30pm in El Sereno.
As the Honda lost control it
crossed the center double yellow
lines and onto southbound lanes,
jumped the curve and ripped a
Fire Hydrant from its foundation,
causing hundreds of thousands of
gallons of water to erupt more
than 30’ in the air. The water was
so high it reached the power lines
on the power pole.
The LADWP was called in by
Los Angeles Fire Department
who needed the electricity turned
off before attempting to get into
the pool of water that was being
dispersed all over the street.
LAFD told THE VOICE that
this was a potential dangerous situation because if the power lines

4838 South Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032

323.342.9422

over weight people do not like to
talk about to normal weight people.
During my journey thru these
classes I have met a group of
individuals who are going thru
the same ordeal that I am going
thru. This group of people come
from Azusa, El Sereno, El Monte,
Lincoln
Heights,
Rancho
Cucamonga, Roland Heights,
Temple City and Walnut, CA. I
have seen the progress of my
classmates thru the past 6 months
and we are keeping in touch with
each other as we prepare to go
thru this operation.
This operation does not guarantee that the extra pounds that I
lose will be gone for good. It is
just a tool to assist me deal with
it. I will be updating my friends
and neighbors as I go thru this
journey. Yeah, this year I really
have lots to be thankful for…. my
family, neighbors and friends that
have supported me when things
really looked bad for me…. I am
thankful for another day of LIFE!
Carlos Morales

Continued From Page 1

Avenue and Valley Blvds.
The incident in El Sereno happens to be the one of three fatal
Car Street Racing crashes in ten
days in LA County. Just the other
day witnesses captured a fiery
crash on a cell phone in El Monte.
A mother and her two young children were killed. In Reseda a little boy was killed, and his mother
and baby sister were critically
injured when they were struck by
a car involved in a street race.
Detectives are looking for anyone
with information are asked to
contact Detectives Felix Padilla
or Josephine Mapson, Central
Traffic Division, at 213-9721825. After hours and on weekends, call the 24-hour toll free
number at the Detective
Information Desk at 1-877-LAWFULL (877-529-3855).

Street Racing

were to break and fall on the
street full of water it can conduct
electricity and electrocute anyone
who becomes in contact with that
water.
Gayle Harris of LADWP
Public Relations Office told THE
VOICE “LADWP was dispatched to de-energize (Cut Off
Power) at a power distribution
station which effected over
14,000 DWP customers for 18
Minutes”
Our speedy crew
turned off the power at 11:07pm
and restored it at 11:25pm stated
Harris.
Witnesses told police they seen
a female get out the car and ran
northbound on Eastern Avenue
towards Gambier. LAPD Central
Traffic is investigating the accident, and has impounded the
vehicle. The vehicle is registered
to a person on Huntington Drive.
LAPD detectives are investigating whether it was stolen, racing,
or ??? Anyone with information
regarding the accident is encouraged to contact LAPD Central
Detectives at 213.972.1825.

TASTE OF
BRAZIL

ating public service announcements that smoking is the number
one killer of Americans. Fast forward 30 plus years and public
enemy number one is OBESITY.
Americans are starting to get
inundated with information
regarding the problems associated with being over weight. Many
corporations across the country
are implementing a health element to the corporate structure.
Studies have shown that obesity
has dramatically decreased the
productivity of employees and
cost employers significantly
more money. It is less costly to
prevent it than to deal with it
when it becomes a problem. New
hires are now starting to be
screened more closely when it
comes to health problems or history of health issues.
The reason I am sharing this
information with you, is to hopefully help other people in our
communities that are experiencing the same problems with
weight that I am dealing with.
Often times it is a subject that

LAPD Commanding Officer
Mark Olvera informed THE
VOICE "Later that evening, at
about 11:30 p.m., a person matching the description went to
Central Traffic Division to speak
with Detective's regarding his
possible involvement in the street
race, after the Detectives questioned the individual at length, he
was then released pending further
investigation." The driver of the
Green Honda is being charged
with Manslaughter and is being
held on a 2 Million Dollar Bail.
The Central Traffic Division has
started dialog with LADOT (Los
Angeles Department of Traffic)
to see if they can start Radar for
speeders on Huntington Drive,
Eastern Avenue, Alhambra

WHEN YOU
SEE NEWS
HAPPEN CONTACT

THE
VOICE

Public Auto
Auction
“HAPPY
THANKSGIVING”

Subasta
Publico

Absolute Towing
HOLLENBECK DIVISION, INC

Great and Delicious

Brazilian Food
LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEKEND
WWW.TASTEOFBRAZIL.NET
Member of The Greater El Sereno Chamber of Commerce

www.opg124.com
EVERY TUESDAY
AT 9:00 am

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00 am

Vehicle Inspection
at 8:00 am

Inspeccion de Vehiculos
a las 8:00 am

101 No. Avenue 18 Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Ph: (323) 225-9294 * Fax: (323) 276-6039
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VETERANS DAY IS ALIVE
By Mark Overstreet,
University Hills Neighborhood
Watch Chairperson,
School Counselor and
Vietnam Veteran
Veteran's Day is a day to
remember the sons, daughters,
fathers, uncles/aunts, friends and
neighbors who gave of themselves so that we might continue
to enjoy freedom within a
democracy. But don't be surprised if you don't see people celebrating, waving flags or showing signs of patriotism. For
many people, it's just another
Tuesday or a three day weekend.
Veteran's Day and Memorial Day
have come under aggressive
attack by people and organizations that think that patriotism is
dreadful, the military is coercive,

and that the United States is an
aggressive nation.
Many schools are starting community service programs and
classes, but many of our students
are being told that military service is not really service. At some
high schools and colleges military recruiters have been attacked
(UC Santa Cruz) and sent off of
the campus. Reserve Officer
Training Corps (ROTC and
JROTC) programs have been
nearly eliminated on many campuses and saying the Pledge of
Allegiance at the start of the
school day is becoming rare.
Regardless of politics and controversies about wars and conflicts, our veterans deserve to be
honored. They gave of themselves, often at great sacrifice
and hardship. Currently, there
are about 25 million living veter-

ans. Over 48 million people have
served in the United States military since 1776.
There is a price for our freedom, ask a veteran. It has been
our citizen soldiers that helped us
win our freedoms and have continued to keep us free. The
United States is not perfect, we
have faults, but we have the freedom to right ourselves. The
greatness of America lies not
simply in the achievement of the
ideal but in the unrelenting pursuit of it.
Veteran's Day is not dead.
Many of us will continue to
honor our veterans, with parades,
speeches and tributes. Others
will reach out to veterans in other
creative ways. Our veterans need
more than words. They need to
have full benefits that are due to
them for their service to our

nation. Let your congress person
know that our men and women
that return home from Iraq will
need full services. Services that
were not available to those who
came home from Vietnam.
Let others know that you honor
and respect our military personnel. Yellow ribbons are one way
to show your support for our
troops. Spend a few minutes and
find an Internet site where you
can e-mail a holiday message to
someone in the military. Teach
your children to have respect for
veterans and teach them about
the history of Veteran's Day.
When you see a person in a
military uniform, smile at them,
say hello. Go out of your way,
and shake their hand, say, "Thank
you".
Together, we will keep our
Veteran's Day alive.

BOYLE HEIGHTS VETERANS DAY PARADE

Jose Huizar and Familia

Jose Aguilar

Assistant Chief Jim McDonnell
Captain Blake Chow
Senior Lead O fficer Steve Morales

Del Pozo Family

Start now and make 2008 your best year yet.
In just 30 minutes, you’ll get a total body workout
with our total support and proven results.

curves.com
Over 10,000 locations worldwide

(323) 223-4348
4815 Valley Blvd.
Hillside Village 90032
* Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program Service fee paid at time of enrollment. New members only.
Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations through 12/22/07. 2007 Curves International

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 17th
COFFEE WITH
ASSEMBLYMEMBER
KEVIN DE LEON
El Palmar Banquet Hall
4989 Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032
9am-10am (323) 258.0450
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30th
THE GREATER ELSERENO
CHAMBER OFCOMMERCE
“BOARD OFDIRECTORS
ELECTIONS”
El Palmar Banquet Hall
4989 Huntington Drive
El Sereno, CA 90032
6pm-9pm
Complimentary Dinner

SAVE THE DATE

Juan Jimenez

El Sereno Veterans Ceremony

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 1ST
EL SERENO PARKING
GROVE TREE PLANTING
Parking Lot Between
Farmdale Elementary and
El Sereno Park
Call 323.226.1646 for time
SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 1ST
14TH ANNUAL
NOCHE DE LAS
MEMORIAS
AIDS MONUMENT @
Lincoln Park
3600 N. Mission Rd.
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
4pm
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4th
LAFD CERT FIRE
STATION 47
Developing a Community
Team
4575 Huntington Drive
South
El Sereno, CA 90032
7pm - 8:30pm
SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 9th
4TH ANNUAL
LINCOLN HEIGHTS
CHRISTAMAS PARADE
North Broadway
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
11am-1pm (323) 224.3549

PLEASE SUPPORT
THE ADVERTISERS
THAT MAKE
THE V OICE
POSSIBLE!
EMAIL YOUR
EVENTS
VOICEPUB@GMAIL.COM

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
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KIRK DOUGLAS IN EL SERENO

Youth in El Sereno
Elementary Find A
Place To Play
On Wednesday, November 7th
El Sereno Elementary was visited
by distinguished guest for a special occasion. The Anne & Kirk
Douglas Playground was dedicated to the El Sereno Elementary
Children.
It was 92 years ago when El
Sereno Elementary opened its
doors to service this community.
Principle Ally Ballard-Treptow
stated "today we serve a predominantly Hispanic and Asian community. Our school desired a
nurturing playground environment that could maximize a
child's ability to develop physical
strength and social skills.
Our children played on old,
obsolete equipment. With the
help of the Anne & Kirk Douglas
Playground Award, we have been
able to create a safe, attractive
and exciting play area instead of
the asphalt lot that previously
served as a playground for the
students of El Sereno Elementary
School."
Anne and Kirk Douglas
Playground Award provides
matching funds of up to $25,000
to improve children's play areas
throughout the Los Angeles
Unified School District. Since its
inception in 1997, the grant program has provided more than $7
million to over 350 projects.
The goal of the Award is to

fund a total of 400 projects by
year-end. The Anne & Kirk
Douglas Playground Award is
managed and administered by
Community Partners, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to accelerating ideas into action to advance
the public good.
This collaboration between the
private and public sector is what
is needed in education," said
Treptow. " This project demonstrates the importance of physical
activity to our students and has
built a sense of pride and community at the school stated Treptow.
With the support of Proposition
BB funds, El Sereno was able to
remove the dilapidated equipment and resurface the crumbling
asphalt of their playground, yet
availability of funds prevented
the school from installing new
equipment.

Through the efforts of committed teachers and concerned parents, the school applied for and
was granted funds from the Anne
& Kirk Douglas Playground
Award. Now over 600 students at
El Sereno will have a fun and
safe place to play during school
hours.

Kirk Douglas received three
Academy Award nominations for
his work in Champion, The Bad
and the Beautiful and Lust for
Life (as Vincent Van Gogh).
Douglas did not win any competitive Oscars, but received a special Oscar Lifetime Achievement
Award in 1996 for "50 Years as a
moral and creative force in the
motion picture community".
He was also acknowledged for
his contributions to the motion
picture industry, Kirk Douglas
has a star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame at 6263 Hollywood
Blvd.
In 1984, he was inducted into the
Western Performers Hall of Fame
at the National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
In October 2004, the avenue
"Kirk Douglas Way" in Palm
Springs, California was named in
his honor by the Palm Springs
International Film Society and
Film Festival.
He was popular at home and
around the world, Kirk Douglas
received the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 1981, the French
Legion of Honor in 1985, and the
National Medal of the Arts in
2001. Other awards and recognition are:
CÉSAR AWARDS
Honorary César
1980 Lifetime Achievement

Le Blanc

BAR & GRILL
Fine Food * Cocktails
Live Music * Giant Screens

(323) 222-5
5 705
2834 North Broadway
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Cecil B. DeMille Award
1968 Lifetime Achievement
AFI Life Achievement Award
1991 Lifetime Achievement

GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS
Best Actor - Motion Picture
Drama
1957 Lust for
Life

Las Chicas De Le

In an interview with the "Los Angeles Times", Kirk was
asked how you would like to be remembered? and he
responded, "I tried." I tell my kids, "All you can do in life is
try." I tried my best, If you don't succeed, you can say to
yourself, 'I tried.' That's the most important thing in life. I
tried.”

And last and not least are the
hand prints at the El Sereno
Elementary School Playground.

Pictured Below

Anne and Kirk Douglas
place their hands in cement during
the dedication

WHEN YOU SEE NEWS
HAPPEN CONTACT...

THE
VOICE

@ 323.221.7400

Submit community
news and your
stories to
voicepub@gmail.com

CELEBRATION
OF LIFE
DIA DE LOS
M U E R TO S
City of Angels High School students, faculty and community
members gathered on Friday,
November 2nd, 2007 to honor the
traditions of the Day of the Dead.
The students participated in the
installation of an altar dedicated
to ancestors and loved ones.
The cultural connection of this
universal theme was expressed
through art, music, dance and
writing.
Community elder Richard
Canales, spoke to the group and
reflected on Native American customs within the Apache Nation.
Discussions of other traditions,
including African, Japanese and
Latino, revealed the commonalities among all people with respect
to this special day.
At City of Angels School, the
students, parents and teachers are
partners in planning and fulfilling
educational goals. Students benefit from one-on-one and small
group instruction with fully certificated teachers.
The El Sereno Site is located at
4301 Valley Blvd. In the Charo
Community Development C o r p .
City of Angels School is part of
the Options branch of the Los
Angeles Unified School District.
For Information regarding
enrollment in City of Angels
School, call (323)222-7745 or
222-7762.

GENE BACA
FOR PRESIDENT
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PA I D A D V E R T I S E M E N T
Close to four years ago I
along with a small group of
business owners started holding
meetings and ultimately formed
The Greater El Sereno Chamber
of Commerce. I spearheaded
grand openings, ribbon cuttings,
and mixer events for Taste of
Brazil, El Puerto Escondido,
Tamale Man, Moms Tamales,
Charo, LA Worksource Center,
El Palmar, Cal State Federal
Credit Union, Charlie’s Trio,
and Buena Vista Furniture and
all were successful. I worked
with Maria Franco of El Palmar
and began hosting monthly
breakfast mixers for the chamber in order to provide members
educational presentations, networking opportunities, community information, and all while
having a great meal. I represented the GESCC at the LA’s
Largest Mixer for the last 2
years, attended economic development
forums,
facade
improvement meetings, coordinating council, and LA-32 meetings, as well as participating in
the Charo Small Business Expos
for the last 3 years.
Some of the most rewarding
endeavors have been partnering
up with the Huntington Drive.
small business owners and
Mission Accomplished Events
to plan the Resource Fair and El
Sereno 90th Birthday celebration. This event was attended by
our Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
and concluded with El Sereno’s
1st Firework Show. The following year hosted the Labor Day
weekend street festival. As an
organization it has been a priority to establish relationships
with our schools, so we met
with Principal Martinez of
Wilson High School and discussed financial literacy programs. We explored linking our
local banking partners like Cal
State LA Federal Credit Union
with students and parents. We
took part in raising money for
students of Wilson HS so that
they could take part in life
changing
experiences.
President Santos Rodriguez and
myself held over a dozen 1st
time homebuyer workshops targeting small business owners,
teachers, and low to moderate
income families looking to utilize government assistance programs.
I represented the
Chamber when some of our

local Pastors got together and
hosted “The El Sereno Gives
Thanks” event that donated
Thanksgiving dinners to hungry
families in our area. I’ve
planned and emceed comedy
nights that have brought laughter to our town and raised
money for our group, the last
three years I’ve worked at the
Council members Christmas
Holiday Toy Drive, Creepy
Collis, Peace and Unity
Concert, Veterans Memorials,
and
our
4th
of
July
Independence Day Parade. I
decided to dedicate myself to
this organization because business interests and the interests of
the community go together hand
in hand. We are all looking for
a better place to eat, shop, work
and at the end of the day live.
On November 30th the Greater
El
Sereno
Chamber
of
Commerce will be holding its
elections for board positions at
the El Palmar Banquet Hall at
6pm. I will be running for
President. I would like to ask
for your vote and your support
in making The Greater El
Sereno Chamber even more successful. If you own a business
or have a service that you would
like to promote remember that it
is an investment in your future
and in the future of others.
I have lived in El Sereno for
thirty years and I never thought
I would be writing articles for
my local newspaper nor did I
ever expect to be doing power
point presentation on “Why to
invest in El Sereno” in front
hundreds of people but, here I
am. Getting involved takes time
and sacrifice if you are looking
for results, but the rewards are
tremendous. My vision for
Greater El Sereno Chamber of
Commerce is to build an organization that can be an example to
all chambers. I would like to
see all business owners have a
voice, and to work with all individuals, groups, businesses, corporations, and government
agency’s that will ask, “not what
El Sereno can do for you but
what can you do for El Sereno?’
Don’t forget to join us on Nov
30th and don’t forget to vote!!!!

Ascot Hills Get Disced Park Users Get Stiffed
In a recent exchange of letters
between a local environmental
advocate and the Department of
Recreation and Parks, it has
become evident that many of the
promises made to our community
on Ascot Hills Park are not being
delivered either for lack of vision,
funding, or both.
Jerry Schneider who is one of
the members of the Volunteer
Neighborhood
Oversight
Committee for the development
of the new Ascot Hills Park after
noting extensive plowing (discing) was done, wrote a letter at
the end of July to Jon K. Mukri,
General Manager, Department of
Recreation and Parks. The
response to Mr. Schneider’s letter
signed by Vicki Israel, Acting
Assistant General Manager, was a
polite bureaucratic “stiff arm.”
Ms. Israel justified the plowing
stating the current plowing will
be over 50 percent less discing
than has been performed annually
by the DWP at Ascot Hills for
over twenty years. Ms. Israel then
stated that Mr. Schneider’s suggestions for future management
practices would be forwarded to
the Advance Planning and
Operations Divisions. The real
“stiff arm” was the statement that
the creation of a park advisory
board and a park management
plan would be done “as soon as
funding is identified for the
park’s future staffing and park
development.” This is in stark
contrast to the sweeping promises
made by Mayor Villaraigosa,
Council Member Huizar and
General Manager Mukri at the
grand opening ceremony staged
just over a year ago in the park.
At the grand opening ceremony, our mayor took credit, as he
should, for authoring the State
Park Bond measure, Prop 50
while he was Speaker of the State
Assembly. Our mayor promised
$3 million funds from Prop 50
were only the beginning of funds
that would flow and make Ascot
Hills Park as good a park as those
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park advisory board to assist in
oversight of the management
plans. These plans would allow
future fire fuel management and
natural landscape restoration and
management to follow an orderly,
logical course.
Does the history of past DWP
plowing excuse Recreation and
Parks from implementing the new
vision for the park?. Doesn’t the
community deserve a Park
Advisory Board to oversee and
advise the operation of the new
park, even as it is being developed?
What Ms Israel, or any of our
elected officials, tell us is that the
development of Phase Two, the
main infrastructure of the park,
restrooms, picnic tables, and
much more, will take at least two
or three years to complete. Why
should the community have to
wait until then to see the additional funding that it takes to develop
management plans and create the
Park Advisory Board?
The restoration of natural landscapes is a process taking
decades, not a year or two, and
definitely is not accomplished in
a single contract. The abatement
of invasive weeds, the first step in
restoration, is usually best
accomplished with hand labor
such as through employment/job
training of local youth and with
volunteers. A park advisory
board, besides being advisory to
Recreation and Parks, can help to
seek additional funding and volunteer resources.
It is time for Recreation and
Parks to become more proactive
and serve the communities that
listened to our elected officials
give us promises for a great natural park. The longer we wait, the
longer it will be before we get
this vision. We definitely do not
need to be told that we are waiting for funding or that current
management is based on historic
DWP practices.

Attempted murder suspect is found thru stolen car in El Sereno

For more information please
contact
Gene
Baca
@
818.482.1069

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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on the west side of our city. Ascot
Hills was touted as a park the
park-poor east side could point to
with pride. He also noted that
Ascot Hills Park is strategically
close to schools such as Wilson
High and Multnomah Magnet and
would become a resource for
their environmental studies.
In his letter, Mr. Schneider
requested that Mr. Mukri’s
Department consider more environmentally correct methods of
fuel management in Ascot Hills
Park. Mr. Schneider noted the
plowing in Ascot Hills Park was
well beyond that necessary for
compliance with Fire Department
regulations and into areas identified on the park plan for future
native landscape restoration. Mr.
Schneider pointed out that plowing is highly detrimental to recovery of native plant species and
promotes flammable annual
grasses and exotic and invasive
weeds. Many highly invasive
weeds such as Castor Bean, Tree
Tobacco, and Thistles to name a
few are actually aided by plowing
as it eliminates competition and
helps to spread and plant their
seeds.
Since Ms. Israel’s response letter, the plowing has been extended and now has covered almost
two thirds of the park’s 100 acres
and surely more than 50 percent
less discing than performed by
DWP. Recreation and Parks does
not have money at this time for
staffing and planning the new
park, but has the money to keep
its tractors plowing.
Mr. Schneider requested that
Recreation and Parks inventory
and map existing native species
in the park, develop a natural
landscape management plan for
Ascot Hills Park similar to the
one created for Debs Park, create
a fuel management and brush
clearing plan, involve local
experts in natural landscape management and restoration, allow
for youth training and school education programs, and create a

S

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968

Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
World Famous
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

A suspect was arrested in
El Sereno who was sought
for Stabbing a North
Hollywood Teacher. The
attack happened Sunday
morning on November 4th at
an apartment on Magnolia
Boulevard, near Colfax
Avenue.
Police commanders at the
LAPD's North Hollywood
division are praising their
detectives for doing a sensational job of tracking down
the 19 year old suspect. Less
than two days after that
brazen knife attack, they
have arrested a man named
Christopher Cruz.
The
LAPD is not providing
many details. However, the
Investigators say Cruz, from
El Sereno, looks remarkably
similar to the composite
sketch of the attacker drawn
from eye witness descriptions. They won't release his
actual photo until more witnesses are given a chance to
identify him and they won't
say much about how they

found him.
Cruz was arrested Monday,
November 5th, after police
identified him as a suspect
and staked out three locations in El Sereno where he
hung out. He's charged with
attempting to murder a 33year-old high-school teacher
who was asleep in her second-floor apartment Sunday
morning when a man tried
her door, found it unlocked
and walked in.
"The victim awoke and a
confrontation occurred. The
struggle ensued, during
which the suspect stabbed
the victim numerous times
in the abdomen and chest
and she was bleeding heavily due to the inflicted
wounds. Despite being
severely injured from being
stabbed." LAPD Captain
Hundshamer said "the victim continued to fight and
the suspect eventually fled
out the same front door".
Police said neighbors heard
the commotion, ran into the

man and attempted to question him. One neighbor followed him, but he got away.
The assailant took some
items from the woman's
apartment, including a laptop computer. Luckily, the
police officers were able to
gather information from the
woman, as she was still conscious at the time.
Police were canvassing the
neighborhood and found a
stolen car parked near the
apartment. It had been stolen
the night before in El
Sereno. It's registered to a
woman on Phelps Avenue.
Police won't say who identified Cruz as a suspect, but
the car is the only thing that
ties El Sereno to North
Hollywood.
Christopher
Cruz is now being held on
$2 million bail. Police say
he has a minor criminal
record but nothing like this
attack on the teacher in
North Hollywood.
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Cab Driver Shot
and Killed In
Boyle Heights
A 40-year-old cab driver was
shot and killed in Boyle Heights
on Saturday morning, October
27, at approximately 3:45am
police officials said. Officers
were responding to a shooting
call and found Miguel Reyes
Morales was shot dead in the
drivers seat taxicab by unknown
assailants inside his "On Time"
cab according to a Los Angeles
Police Department.
The taxi ran off the roadway,
jumped a curb and crashed into a
fence at 532 Sloat Street, a block
north of Evergreen Cemetery,
police said. A fellow cab driver
drove by and recognized
Morales' vehicle and stopped to
check on him. Morales was pronounced dead at the scene. He
died from a gunshot wound to the
head.
Anyone with information about
this shooting was asked to contact
Hollenbeck
Homicide
Detectives McDonald or Dugger
at (323) 526-3142 or (323) 2665964.

Suspects
Barricade
Themselves After
Police Pursuit
A suspect who led authorities
on a roughly 20-minute chase barricaded himself in a Boyle
Heights apartment complex
Wednesday, November 7th, leading to an intense police search.
Police began chasing a black
Toyota 4-Runner around 2:20
p.m. near the intersection of Soto
and Marengo streets. The suspects drove to the eastbound San
Bernardino (10 Fwy) and headed
into the San Gabriel Valley.
The suspects entered the diamond lane and drove until it ends
at the Bus Terminal in El Monte.
The pursuit continued thru the terminal and resumed on the onramp
of the westbound San Bernardino
(10 fwy) to return to the Boyle
Heights area near where the pursuit originally started.
The vehicle being pursuit had
three persons on board, a driver
and two additional passengers,
according to Officer April
Harding of the Los Angeles
Police Department.
The suspect sped along surface
streets but struck another SUV
near Cornwell and Sheridan
streets in the Boyle Heights area,
she said.
The three suspects got out of
the vehicle and fled into the back
yards of Boyle Heights homes.
It was not immediately clear if the
other suspects in the vehicle were
arrested, Harding said.

Environment Dominates
Agenda at LA Auto Show

The Los Angeles Auto Show
got underway this week with car
manufactures vowing to put environmental concerns at the top of
the agenda as they unveiled the
cars of next year and tomorrow.
General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler all expressed their
desire to develop fuel-efficient,
environmentally friendly cars
after years of developing gasguzzling vehicles that have struggled to compete with rivals from
Japan.
Against a backdrop of mounting
concern about climate change
and soaring oil prices, Ford and
General Motors are working to
reduce the average weight of its
vehicles while in the long term
the company would seek to introduce more hybrid models capable
of running on gas and electricity.
Honda announced plans to offer a
state-of-the-art hydrogen-powered car for lease in California
next year, offering a glimpse of

the next generation of environmentally friendly vehicles.
The Chevrolet Tahoe Hybrid an
eight-passenger sport utility vehicle, from General Motors Corp,
won the "Green Car of the Year"
award at the Los Angeles Auto
Show.
The Tahoe Hybrid will be the
first full-size hybrid SUV on the
market when it goes on sale in
early 2008. It is also the first
model from GM that uses a
hybrid system developed jointly
with BMW AG, Daimler AG's
Mercedes-Benz and Chrysler.
"They've proven that they can
make beautiful cars, strong cars,
keep the size, keep the safety, and
all those kinds of things, and at
the same time be more fuel efficient," said California Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who
toured the show after the presentation of the Green Car of the
Year Award.

MISSING DOG
"Chula"
Disappeared from:
4553 Jade Street LA, CA 90032

SMALL (35-40 LBS.)
CHOW-MIX REDDISH
BLOND IN COLOR.
SHE HAS GOLDEN
COPPER COLORED EYES
(LIKE A LIONESS)

SHE IS APPROXIMATELY
10-11YRS OF AGE, BUT
STILL FRISKY.
SHE IS NEUTERED AND IS
SWEET OBEDIENT AND
DOCILE IN TEMPERAMENT.
Missing since: Friday Night,
October 12th
She last had on a red color
with the attached L.A. City
Animal Regulation license
tag attached.
ANY INFORMATION
Please Contact

(323) 222-6385

FREE
CAR WASH

VALUABLE VOICE COUPON

1 Year Anniversary
November 28th
(No Armor All or Air Freshner)

5509 Alhambra Ave., El Sereno, CA 90032

323.223.1669

C-ME

Computers Made Easy
JOE RIVERA
Computer Repair
Specialist
REASONABLE RATES

323.227.0506

GREG’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Specializing in:
Tune-Ups,Brakes,
All Major Repairs

GREG EISELE
(323) 227-4774

Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up
Service

4793 VALLEY BLVD.
EL SERENO, CA 90032

Lara’s

TRANSMISSION
HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Quality

Honesty

Calidad

Honestidad

H a v e y o u s e r v i c e d y o u r Tr a n s m i s s i o n
I t ’s r e c o m m e n d e d e v e r y 6 , 0 0 0 M i l e s o r 6 M o n t h s
Pay a little now or p ay a lot more later!
Le Has Dado Servicio Su T ransmision
Esta Recomendado Cada 6.000 Millas o 6 Meses
Paga Un Poco Hoy o Paga MAS Despues!
2001 North Marianna Ave.
(323) 275-3105
Ask for Ben
El Sereno, CA 90032

COLLEGE GRANT INFORMATION
Harvard expands financial aid
for low- and middle-income families reinforcing its commitment
to opportunity and excellence
across the economic spectrum,
Harvard announced a significant
expansion of its 2004 financial
aid initiative for low- and middle-income families. Beginning
with the class admitted this fall,
parents in families with incomes
of less than $60,000 will no
longer be expected to contribute
to the cost of their children
attending Harvard. In addition,
Harvard will reduce the contributions of families with incomes
between $60,000 and $80,000.
The new income thresholds
build on the program announced
two years ago, which provided
that families with incomes below
$40,000 would not be expected
to contribute to the cost of education, with a reduced contribution
for families with incomes
between $40,000 and $60,000.
The number of students enrolled
at Harvard from these income
brackets increased by 24 percent
for the class entering this past fall
- the first full year of the program.
"There is no more important
mission for Harvard and higher
education than promoting equality of opportunity for all," said
President Lawrence H. Summers.
"We are fortunate to have significant resources, and there is no
better way to use them than to
support families seeking to provide the best possible opportunities for their children. These
increases in financial aid build on
and extend our emphasis on
recruiting students from lowincome backgrounds, and send a
clear signal to middle-class families who have all too often felt
that Harvard and other leading
universities are out of reach."
Students will now be able to
apply these awards to eliminate
their summer savings obligations. Previously, outside awards
could be used to offset the $3,650
self-help expectation toward the

cost of attendance, but did not
apply to the summer savings
obligation of $2,150. Overall
financial aid.
Two-thirds of Harvard students
receive financial aid, and the
average grant award for next year
is expected to be more than
$33,000, or 70 percent of the
total cost of attendance. In the
past decade, Harvard has reduced
the median four-year debt for
graduating seniors from more
than $16,000 to $6,400 - less than
one-third of the national average
of $20,000.
Expanding the reach of the
2004 financial aid initiative
"Since its inception three years
ago, the financial aid initiative
aimed at families with incomes
below $40,000 has had an enormous impact in attracting students of all backgrounds to
Harvard's applicant pool," said
William R. Fitzsimmons, dean of
admissions and financial aid.
"The message that Harvard is
open to all talented students continues to resonate and the
momentum the program has created has encouraged students to
consider colleges they had never
imagined before."
Raising the income thresholds
for the financial aid initiative to a
level above the median family
income in the United States is
meant to address the very real
dilemmas felt by families struggling to balance rising living
expenses and the cost of higher
education.
"Our financial aid initiative has
been very successful in attracting
students from the lower income
ranges, and we see it as an important step in attracting more students from middle-income families, where our application rates
are lower than they should be,"
said Summers. "If there are thousands of highly qualified students
not applying to Harvard, we need
to find ways to address that problem.
Middle-income relief is one of
the steps we are taking, but we

also want to reach out to these
students in other ways."
In its ongoing effort to attract
the best students, Harvard continues to seek talented students
across the nation with intensive
recruiting by the Office of
Admissions, faculty, alumni, and
a team of undergraduates.
"Students who have benefited
from the financial aid initiative
are anxious to give back to the
program by working with students who come from similar
backgrounds," Fitzsimmons said.
"We hope that as we increase the
number of students who benefit
from the program, we will inspire
students from every economic
background to consider the full
range of our nation's colleges and
universities."
Harvard University announced
over the weekend that from now
on undergraduate students from
low-income families will pay no
tuition. In making the announcement,
Harvard's
president
Lawrence H. Summers said,
"When only 10 percent of the
students in Elite higher education
come from families in lower half
of the income distribution.
We are not doing enough in
bringing elite higher education to
the lower half of the income distribution." If you know of a family earning less than $ 60,000 a
year with an honor student graduating from high school soon,
Harvard University wants to pay
the tuition. The prestigious university recently announced that
from now on undergraduate students from low-income families
can go to Harvard for free...no
tuition and no student loans! To
find out more about Harvard
offering free tuition for families
making less than $ 60,000 a year
visit Harvard's financial aid website at:
http://www.fao.fas.harvard.edu.o
rg call the school's financial aid
office at (617) 495-1581.
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1st Time Buyers Welcome
Refinance Before Rates Go Up
Consolidate High Interest Loans
Free Market Analysis
SE HABLA ESPANOL

SAL GARCIA
Sales Agent

(213) 400-6596
7007 Washington Ave, Suite 240 Whittier, CA 90602
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Water Heaters, Floor
and Wall Heaters,
Copper repiping Disposals - Sewer
Cleaning, Water and Gas
Leak Detection

Mr. Morris Valdez
(323) 223-0871
4403 Huntington Dr South
El Sereno, CA 90032
State Lic# 617754

24 Hour Emergency Service

Valdez’s Plumbing & Heating
Specialist in Repairs & Installation

Limon Iron Works
Free Estimates - Presupestos Gratis
* Sliding Doors
* Gates & Fences
* Stairs
* Repairs
* Security Doors & Windows

* Puertas Corredisas
* Cercas
* Escaleras
* Reparaciones
* Puertas y Ventanas
de Seguridad

Ramiro Limon (323) 781-4
4427
4993-B Huntington Dr, El Sereno, CA 90032

JOSE CRUZ

PLUMBING

HEATING & ELECTRICAL
Drain Cleaning Services
Residential and Commercial
4334 S. Huntington Dr.
Los Angeles, CA 90032
State Lic. #730536

Skateboarder
Killed While
Trying To Cross
Freeway
A skateboarder who tried to
cross a freeway near downtown
Los Angeles was hit by a vehicle
and killed, on November 4th a
California Highway Patrol officer
said. The accident took place
around 1:20 a.m. on the westbound Santa Monica (10)
Freeway near Alameda Street,
said CHP Officer David Porter.
A westbound 2003 Ford F-250
in the No. 3 lane struck the man,
22, Porter said. His name was
withheld pending notification of
his next of kin. The driver, a 58year-old Los Angeles man, was
taken to a hospital after complaining of pain in to his chest
and stomach, Porter said.

Jose Cruz, Expert

(323) 222-7228
CALVARY
CHAPEL
Assemblies of God
The Light House of
El Sereno

“Continue earnestly in
prayer, being vigilant in
it with thanksgiving.”
Colossians 4:2

NEED A
PRAYER
323.227.0654
5387 Poplar Blvd
El Sereno, CA
90032
Member of The Greater
El Sereno Chamber of
Commerce

Dog Attacks Officers
An officer shot at a pit bull
when the dog charged at the officers
On October 18, 2007, at about
11:40 AM, Officer David Solis
and his partner responded to a
radio call of pit bulls attacking
pedestrians at the 1500 block of
Ricardo Street.
When officers arrived, they
observed the pedestrians with bite
marks. As Animal Services
secured one of the dogs, the other
dog charged at the officers.
Officer Solis fired one round
missing the dog.
The second dog was later safely contained and controlled. Both

dogs were impounded by Animal
Services.
Hollenbeck Area Detectives are
conducting the investigation.

school it
became
a culdesac. Our
school
has
a
g r e a t
PTA organization and has continually pushed for this parking lot
improvement.
Jose Huizar, Councilmember
14th District told THE VOICE
"I am very excited about this
project, I have heard of this
request for a very long time. I
was LAUSD School Board
President three years ago, I heard
from parents stating they have
tried to get this parking lot paved
for decades and for one reason or
another, whether it was inattentiveness or lack of funds it was
never done.
I kept urging City Council to
put this on their agenda but never
got responses, now that I am the
Councilmember I have no excuses, this now falls on my shoulders."
We got Community
Development Block Grants funds
in the amount of $500,000 to

make this possible, we are also
working with Northeast Trees to
beautify this area and will ask the
community to join in and participate in the planting and landscaping of this project to that this
community can feel that they
were a part of this and take care
of it.
This parking lot is a great solution because teachers and parents
would park here and get dirt and
sometimes mud all over themselves to get over to the school.
Even though I am excited about
today I am also disappointed that
the Community of El Sereno had
to wait this long to get something
so basic such as this. Parks and
Recs designed the plans and we
got the funding, working together
is the only way we got this project to fly. Once completed there
will be parking for 147 cars.
Mark Mariscal, Superintendent
of Los Angeles Recreation and
Parks told THE VOICE "We
have done bandage work here
even in my past 6 ½ years, we
put up a temporary fence, a circular turn about, but in the long run

FARMDALE ELEMENTARY
TEACHERS FINALLY
RECEIVE PARKING LOT
Mariachis were on hand on
October 19th at a groundbreaking ceremony for a shared parking lot located behind the
Farmdale Elementary School and
just north of the El Sereno Park
Baseball field at Eastern Avenue
and Ruth Swiggett Drive.
Teresita Saracho De Palma the
Principle at Farmdale Elementary
School for eleven years and El
Sereno native stated "We know
that every time there is an election it is a great time to ask politicians for things" Nick Pacheco
put it the first plans to make this
a safe street, which gets very congested when parents come here to
pick up their kids.
This street (Ruth Swiggett
Drive) used to be a shortcut to get
to Gambier St., however with the
placement of the bungalow classrooms for the El Sereno Middle
School then our elementary

what we really needed is something that allows the water runoff
from these hills to be captured.
With this design we are going to
be capturing the rain water and
putting it into a sunk that will
allow some water to percolate
into the ground, currently all the
rain water and mud goes straight
into the storm drain.
This design also will incorpo-

rate a small planter area where
kids from Farmdale Elementary
can be involved with a gardening
program to be carried out by a
school program.
Huizar ended the program by
telling the crowd "That this is a
Christmas Gift from the City of
Angels to the community of El
Sereno."

COMBAT RISING GAS PRICES

Relief is here with aFe Air Filters and Intake Systems
aFe allows your vehicle, your budget,
and you to breathe easier!

Add an aFe Air Filter or Intake System
and see your MPG Increase!
(Miles Per Gallon: 1 to 3 mpg average increase!)
also Increases Horsepower and Torque

Available thru Flow Source

moRTgAge / ReAlTY
1510 HuNTINgToN DRIve,
SouTH pASADeNA, CA 91030

323.228.3100
MERCADO DE COMPRADORES
!NO ESPERE Y LLAMENOS HOY!
HOY
“Consulta Gratis
sin Compromiso"

COMPRE AHORA!
NECESITA DINERO?
NO Pierda Su Casa
!LE AYUDAMOS.!

IT’S A BUYERS MARKET

BUY TODAY

Free Consultation
with no Obligation

NEED CASH FLOW

DON’T RISK LOOSING YOUR HOME

WE CAN HELP
ARGIE CRUZ
YESENIA CAMPOS

(323) 228-3100
(323) 314-0187

UNA GRAN SELECCIÓN DE CASAS EN EL MERCADO

License Number: 01201202

A wide selection of homes on the market today

213.321.1323

AVAILABLE LISTINGS
323.228.3100
WWW.GOLDENKEYSERVICES.COM
Great Opportunity!
3bd/1bth sqft
3906 Ramboz Dr.
LA, CA 90063
$379,000

READY TO MOVE IN!
3bed/3bth 1603 sqft
13220 Clearwood Ave.
La Mirada, CA
90638
$560,000

READY TO MOVE IN!
3bed/2bth
36920 Doheny
Palmdale, CA
93552
$290,000

4bd/2bth
Sqft:1,460
1616 Villa Ave,
Santa Barbara CA
93101
$795,000

SIRVIENDO A LA COMUNDIDAD
CON ORGULLO Y HONESTIDA
SERVING THE COMMUNITY WITH
INTEGRITY AND HONESTY

A PLACE TO CALL HOME!
3bed/3bth 1203Sqft
11708 Killian St.
El Monte, CA 91732
$479,000

JUST REDUCED!
3bed/1bth 1600 sqft
2232 Dunsmuir Ave
Los Angeles, CA
90016
$679,000

BEAUTIFUL HOME!
4Bdr/3bth
2758 Sqft
6738 Winter Night Court
Fontana, CA 92336
$600,000
2 UNITS
Total Bldg Sqft:1,866
Unit 1 3bd/1bth
Unit 2 2bd/1bath
614 E. 21 St
LA, CA 90011
$495,000
2 UNITS
1bedroom/1bath each
2226 Clyde Avenue
LA, CA 90016
$450,000.00
Bldg Sqft: 1,100

