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VERNON POWER PLANT ENDANGERS
BOYLE HEIGHTS RESIDENTS

BOYLE HEIGHTS

FIRE
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The City of VERNON has applied
to
the
California
Energy
Commission (Docket NO. 06-afc-4)
to build a Combined Cycle
Generating Facility. The Vernon
Power Plant (VPP) Project is a proPage 7
posed 943 megawatt combinedcycle generating facility configured
using three natural gas fired combustion turbines and one steam turbine.
If approved, the project will be
located on land at the southeast corner of Fruitland and Boyle Avenues.
The City of Vernon has executed a
purchase agreement for the 27-acre
parcel. The seller conducted a public bid process for the sale of the site,
CHARO
and the city was the successful bidCELEBRATES 40
der. A group comprised of mostly
Boyle Heights local activist have
YEARS OF
COMMUNITY SERVICE come together to advocate their disapproval and has created a website
Page 5
www.novernonpowerplant.com. They
state the 943MW is way over the
acceptable amount a power plant can
generate; they must purchase
emission reduction credits (ERCs) at
over $98 Million dollars, these are
pollution credits to offset cancer
units at a higher rate than is required
under federal law. They will be producing more than 1.8 million pounds
per year total emissions, which is

XAVIER BACERRA
HONORED BY
ARROYO VISTA
HEALTH SERVICES

the biggest contribution to global
warming. 25% of the power produced will be used by the city of
Vernon, the rest will be sold for
profit!
To operate the power plant a compound named Aqueous Ammonia
will be used to control the oxides of
Nitrogen being released in the air.
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I have just finished a class given by the LAPD
named Community Police Academy. It is a 10
week course on educating the community on
How, Why and When the LAPD operates basically their procedures and guide lines. My
classmates come from the Hollenbeck,
Rampart, Northeast, Newton, Central and 77th
Divisions and were diverse by culture, religion
and age.
Most of my classmates have had contact with
Law Enforcement in one way or another. In
fact, a couple of classmates had some deep
uncertainties about Law Enforcement practices
and were pretty apparent when we discussed
various topics covered during this program.
Most of these individuals were here to make
their community a better place to live and work.

(PM10 and PM2.5 will be
produced
from
this
process.) This Ammonia
Compound is at 19% concentrate, at 20% the federal government considers it
a hazardous material. It
causes many respiratory
conditions as well as cancer.
The VPP will be located on land at the southeast
corner of Fruitland and
Boyle Ave, just south of
the Boyle Heights border,
adjacent to the cities of
Maywood and Huntington
Park and is approximately
4 miles from downtown
Los Angeles Civic Center, USC,
Exposition Park, Staple Center and
all the new lofts being built in downtown LA and within the 6 mile
radius, which is the area of most
concern.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
will offer

FREE FLU SHOTS

for Senior Citizens (ages 50 and older)
and
PEOPLE WITH CHRONIC ILLNESSESS
(Heart, Lung, Kidney disease or certain other chronic conditions)

Ofrecera

GRATIS VACUNA DEL FLU

Para personas mayores de 50 años de edad
o
Si tienen una enfermedad crónica
(Enfermedad del corazón, pulmones, u otros padecimientos crónicos)
DATE: Tuesday, October 23
TIME / HORA: 9am -11am

- FECHA: Martes 23 de Octubre
(Do not need appointment)
(No necesita cita)

LOCATION / LUGAR: Arroyo Vista Family Health Center
(Registration outside under car port)
(Registracion en el estacionamento de carros)

SERVING THE
NORTHEAST
COMMUNITY
SINCE
1981

HIGHLAND PARK

Tuesday, October 23
9am -11am
6000 N. Figueroa St.
LA CA 90042

(323) 254-5221 x 3220

“We Care About Your Health”
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Coming into this program I had a pretty well
rounded idea of what these officers go thru and
what they put up with on a daily basis. The
LAPD has a deep history both good and bad,
unfortunately within every organization public
or private we have a few bad apples that unfortunately gives the entire department or agency
a black eye.
I personally feel that the HATE CRIMES
module of the program was great, here we were
with about 40 different individuals with different cultural, racial, gender and religious backgrounds participating passionately about various crimes scenarios that perhaps have affected
most of us or loved ones at one point of our
lives or another.
Other modules of interest to me was the
GANG Unit, Narcotics, Vice Unit, ASTRO which is the Helicopter Unit, the State of the
Art Communications Center, Domestic
Violence, K-9 and Internal Affairs. There were
many other departments involved in the program, the ones I mentioned attracted most of
my attention. This academy has empowered us
to go back into
our communiPUBLISHER /EDITOR ties and neighCarlos Morales
borhoods, with
a sense of hope
SALES
and re-assurGeorge Cabrera Jr.
ance that we do
GENERAL MANAGER have the best
Police Dept.
Joe Rivera
protecting us,
MARKETING DIRECTOR our rights and
loved ones.
Carlos Morales
This course
has giving us
PHOTOGRAPHERS
all an inside
Richard Canales
look at the varCarlos Morales
ious facets of
law enforceCFO
ment and has
Sal Garcia
taken
my
awareness to
another level.
COMMUNITY
I was
CONTRIBUTORS
impressed with
Erica Cornejo
each topic disJaime Urbina
cussed each
and
every
Janet Puentes
week and the
Jose Figueroa
knowledge,
Jose Aguilar
experience and
Mark Overstreet
the caliber of
Mick Mcquire
expertise these

police officers and detectives have in their giving field. They really know their trade, and see
how passionate and dedicated they are to their
profession.
On a final note I would like to share my experience during the shooting simulator. It's basically a large video game where you come
across real life scenarios and make split second
decisions weather or not to engage and use
force or not use force or to shoot or not to
shoot. Our scenario started when we pull over
a truck which was identified in an armed robbery of a bank. Two suspects were in the truck
matched the description of the earlier crime.
When we pulled them over the driver got out of
the truck and started to walk towards us, at a
split second the passenger runs out of the truck,
I was distracted for only a second when I
looked back at the driver, the suspect had
already shot at me twice, My partner and I
unloaded all the bullets in the gun and killed the
suspect.
What I really want to share with you was all
the emotion that hit me when I was being shot
at. It turned an emotion in me that is very difficult to explain. I was really angry and disappointed at the same time. Angry that this guy
tryed to take my life that I love and cherish, disappointed with myself for that split second mistake I made look at the passenger suspect flee,
it was going to keep me from writing this story!
I want to ask each and everyone of our readers to close your eyes for a moment and imagine you are having an heated argument with
your significant other, your kids, your parents
or co-workers and I mean a HEATED ARGUMENT. And a moment later (it can be seconds
or minutes) you are asked to shut down that
emotion IMMEDIATELY and return to your
normal state of mind. How many of us can do
it….It’s not easy!
Well that's what Police officers have to do in
seconds. Many times the media and the community are quick to criticize the Police for
excessive "USE OF FORCE ISSUES" How
many times have you heard "He did not have to
shoot", "They could have hit him with a baton",
or why did they not Taser him! …..
Police officers are crime fighters, psychiatrist,
and Social workers.
It's not an easy thing to do! They have families,
friends just like we do and expect to come
home to those loved ones just like all of us do.
A Senior Lead Officer (or SLO's) job is a vital
part of the relationship between Citizens and
the Police Department. They know the com-
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munities good, bad, and ugly! They are the
community's eyes and ears for crime in the
area, they relay this info to their superiors and
get the appropriate action needed. SLO Ruben
Rodriguez recruited me to join this class. I am
so grateful that he did. THANK YOU Ruben,

Officer Baker and Officer Donna Cornejo for
this unforgettable experience.
THE VOICE will announce the next series of
classes which will start early 2008. There will
also be classes in Spanish. Please contact your
SLO or THE VOICE

VERNON POWER “PLANTS
BIG MONEY OVER COMMUNITY HEALTH”
Continued From Page 1
The Community for a Better Environment
has investigated that there is specific data
for this area, there is 1.5 million residents
within this radius. De La Hoya enterprises
just purchased the SEARS Tower complex
at Soto Street and Olympic Blvd. for just
over 70 Million dollars. They plan on making it a mixed use project with retail stores
on the bottom floors and housing on the
upper floors. This project will definitely
impact residents within that new project
when they start making the environmental
impact reports.
To this date the Community
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) has not
commented or on this developing issue in
which the SEARS Project has been on their
“HIGH PRIORITY PROJECTS” for a
couple of years now.
THE VOICE contacted Bob Aldrich of
the California Energy Commission (CEC)
which told us The City of Vernon filed its
Application for Certification with the
California Energy Commission (CEC) on
June 30, 2006. “At this time, the project
application for certification (AFC) is being
reviewed by Energy Commission staff.
According to staff, the major delay affecting the schedule is due to Environmental
Justice concerns addressed in the South
Coast Air Quality Management District’s
(SCAQMD) Rule 1309.1, which describes
the allocation of Priority Reserve emission
reduction credits to proposed power plants
in Environmental Justice Areas (EJAs)
such as the City of Vernon and surrounding
communities” .
Even though all of these issues have been
brought up to the City, The applicants (City
of Vernon) Status Report #4, dated April
23, 2007, maintains, however, that “it does
not intend to reduce the size of its 943 MW
Project” at that time since the proposed
amendments to Rule 1309.1 were still
pending. Aldrich stated that he believes
that the Air District has since approved the
Rule 1309.1
The South Coast Air Quality Management
District (SCAQMD) sent a letter asking the
applicant to document project compliance
with its Priority Reserve rule (i.e., 1309.1
et al) by September 18, 2007. Receipt of
this information will likely affect the timing of the Air District releasing a
Preliminary Determination of Compliance
(PDOC).
That PDOC is necessary for the California
Energy Commission to complete their
assessment and release their findings in a
document called a Preliminary Staff
Assessment (PSA). It was scheduled to be

Public Auto
Auction

released in September-October, but the
PDOC is delaying the PSA. Regarding
waste management, the Phase II
Environmental Site Assessment indicates
that site remediation is necessary to treat
contaminated soils and groundwater at the
project site. The Department of Toxic
Substances Control requires approval and
implementation of a Remediation Action
Plan, which could further delay the schedule.
If all these issues can be resolved, the
California Energy Commission can proceed with its PSA, which would be followed by workshops on that report. Energy
Commission staff would then take all the
comments filed about the PSA into consideration and issue a Final Staff Assessment.
The review process then moves over to
the two-member committee over-seeing the
licensing process. They would hold formal
hearings and then issue their Presiding
Member’s Proposed Decision. This proposed decision would then be taken up by
the full five-member Energy Commission,
which would make a final ruling on the
license of the project. The earliest estimated date for that is some time in February
2008, but the delays with the PDOC and
the waste management issues could delay a
final decision further.
However, on August September 31st the
Southern California Air Quality Regulators
approved rule changes that could speed the
construction of 11 or more power plants
across the region — a decision that could
bring an estimated $419 million to public
coffers. The South Coast Air Quality
Management District board, voted 8-3 giving power plant developers the opportunity
to buy credits to offset the pollution that
would be released by the new facilities.
The credits were originally intended for
schools, hospitals and other emergency
agencies. “It’s outrageous, our air district
has assumed the role of polluter supporter.
They seem to have forgotten they are the
air quality district, in charge of protecting
public health and the environment,” said
Tim Grabiel, an attorney with the Natural
Resources Defense Council.
Dozens of community members testified
at the AQMD board meeting stating “that
their potentially affected neighborhoods
were already suffering from asthma, lung
cancer and other respiratory disorders from
industry”.
Former State Senator Martha Escutia, has
lobbied board members in favor of allowing the Vernon power plant to buy the credits, applauded the decision. “It’s basically a
vote to ensure energy reliability in the
region,” stated Escutia.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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BOYLE HEIGHTS
Boyle Heights
FIRE
By Brian Humphrey
LAFD Spokesman

Los Angeles Fire
Department responded to a
major structure fire at 2840
East Olympic Boulevard in
LA's Industrial Eastside south
of Boyle Heights. On
Saturday, September 15, 2007
at 6:17 PM. Firefighters
arrived quickly to find thick
smoke banking to street level
from a 150' x 150' one-story
commercial structure. Forcing
entry through a trio of rolling
steel
security
doors,
Firefighters were met by
heavy fire in what appeared to
be five interconnected store
fronts. Firefighters promptly
determined the blaze had
spread throughout the common attic of the absent sprinkler system brick structure.
The raging fire, was fueled
by fed floor-to-ceiling storage
of flammable fabrics and
other combustible merchan-

dise. Olympic Boulevard was
promptly closed between
Lorena and Soto Streets during the firefight, and
Department of Transportation
staff soon joined by Los
Angeles Police Officers to
manage traffic and the large
but very respectful crowd of
onlookers, some of whom
strayed from a busy freeway
interchange nearby.
High voltage power lines
were snapping overhead and
Firefighters plans for a tenacious interior attack were
physically obstructed by the
sheer volume of fire, the

Incident Commander ordered
a swift transition to defensive
tactics and attack the ferocious fire with water and
foam, from the ground and air
via aerial ladders. The building began to fall upon itself
within minutes.
It took one hour and 45
minutes to knock down this
fire. The fire was confined to
the five related commercial
occupancies under the common roof. A total of 175 Los
Angeles Fire Department personnel under the direction of
Assistant
Chief
Daniel
McCarthy. 27 Companies of

BOYLE HEIGHTS SEXUAL PREDATOR
CAUGHT IN REDONDO BEACH
The Redondo Beach police
sting operation pulls in Web
prowlers. On any given day, the
officers enter a chat room posing
as a 13-year-old girl. Within
moments, there are men interested in talking with her.
One of those men was Dave
Acosta from Boyle Heights. The
26-year-old Acosta met his perfect match on the Internet. He'd
even chatted with her on the telephone and told her that he will be
there in about 10 minutes.
He was so obsessed and excited about meeting this 13 year old
that he did not mind the tortured
he would impose on himself with
a long drive during our famous
Los Angeles Rush Hour 4pm
commute to the South Bay City of
Redondo Beach.
Acosta allegedly wanted sex.
Just one thing: His match was
only 13 years old.
Acosta did not put up a fight or
run when the detectives swooped
in and surrounded him. He
appeared calm as he spoke with
them. Acosta stated to police that
he "was here to warn her, this
stuff was dangerous." Redondo
Beach police Sgt. Pete Grimm
said, relaying Acosta's explanation for showing up to have sex
with a child. "`She shouldn't be
doing this stuff."' "She" was a 13year-old girl, or so Acosta
believed. Instead, the girl he had
chatted with on the Internet was a
male police detective pretending
to be a teenager. Acosta's telephone conversation was actually
with a young-sounding female
Police Department employee
whose performance was utterly
convincing. A printout of
MapQuest directions on his front
seat, Acosta arrived at the rendezvous point, parked his Toyota
Corolla far across the street,
looked around and walked over.
"He's afraid of a sting," said
Redondo Beach police Sgt. Phil
Keenan, sitting in an unmarked
car around the block. "They are
all afraid of a sting."
During the past 18 months,
Redondo Beach detectives have
regularly targeted child predators
on the Internet, arresting 25 men
who believed they were arranging
to meet a child for sex.
The potential for police to make
arrests is so great that police officers aren't afraid to discuss what
they are doing."Nobody had any
idea there were this many out

there without the computer age,"
Keenan said.
Investigators have chatted with
some 1,300 people online, sometimes as many as 10 at a time.
Although many drop out when
they learn the girl is 13, others
continue, some sending sexually
suggestive comments and pornographic photographs of themselves.
We have seen the scenario over
and over on Dateline NBC's "To
Catch a Predator" On any given
day, the officers enter a chat room
posing as the 13-year-old girl.
They've created screen names and
a profile, and within moments,
have men interested in talking
with her. During a recent online
chat session, some 20 men contacted the "girl" in two hours. "It's
not very challenging," Grimm
said. "They come to us. You name
the chat room, we've been in it."
"They see it on television. They
see it being done," Grimm said.
"And they come anyway."
The suspects are all men, mostly in their 20s and 30s. They drop
into Southern California chat
rooms, none of which are sexual
in nature. Somehow they find the
"girl." "We don't target children's
chat rooms," Grimm said. "That
would be too easy."
Detectives have learned online
language or lingo to communicate. They are ready with a "pic"
of a fully-clothed girl to send
when the man requests it.
From the other end, men send
photographs of themselves, some
graphic shots of their private
parts, engaged in sexual acts and
even altered pictures containing
their face on another body. The
men make the suggestions, they
send us the messages," Grimm
said. "They've even sent us the
live cam video recordings of
themselves. They move very
quickly. To see it is pretty shocking.
The discussions become graphic. Men ask the girl if she's had
sex or wants to perform certain
acts. When a man wants to meet
the girl in person, detectives ask
him to call. He believes the voice
at the other end of the cellular
telephone is his young date.
Actually it's a female police
employee. The man and "girl"
agree to meet. They continue to
communicate over the phone,
even as he drives to the site.
When he gets there, police offi-

cers move in. A patrol officer in a
black-and-white police car pulls
up and takes him into custody.
"The first thing they say is, `You
are ruining my life,"' Grimm said.
"I've heard it several times."
Acosta had only the directions to
the meeting point in his car. But
other men have arrived with laptop computers, condoms, alcohol
and marijuana on the seat. There
even have been guns found in the
vehicles.
"It's scary what might happen,"
Grimm said. Those arrested so
far include a lawyer, a teacher, a
firefighter, a police officer and an
attorney. The men are booked on
suspicion of Penal Code Section
288.3, arranging a meeting with a
minor for the purpose of engaging
in certain lewd and lascivious
behavior. The fact that she's 13
makes it a felony. Most, like
Acosta, are released on bail.
Men who take responsibility for
their actions typically receive a
sentence of a year in jail and five
years' probation, and must provide a DNA sample and register
as a sex offender.
Since the success of the NBC
Datelines series Police throughout the country are conducting
similar stings. Recently, FBI
agents and Los Angeles police
arrested 13 men on suspicion of
trying to arrange sex with minors
who actually were police officers.The men ranged in age from
21 to 49, with one from as far
away as Las Vegas.
Xavier Von Erck, director of
operations for Perverted Justice,
an organization that conducts
online sting operations in conjunction with law enforcement,
has been involved in more than
100 arrests nationwide so far this
year.
"With 78 convictions in
California“ Erck said. "Truly, it
seems as though we could do a
sting each weekend there and get
20 or so predators arrested. We're
always glad to see more police in
California take this crime seriously due to that fact."
Redondo Beach police plan to
continue Internet stings. They
consider the operations a priority
for detectives. "We've had an
arranged meeting with a
pedophile and had another pull up
within 10 minutes," Grimm said.
"I don't see it stopping in the near
future."

Los Angeles Firefighters, 7
LAFD Rescue Ambulances, 1
Arson Unit, 2 Urban Search
and Rescue Units, 1 Rehab
Unit, 1 Hazardous Materials
Squad, 1 Emergency Air Unit,
2 LAFD Bulldozers with
Tender, 1 EMS Battalion
Captain, 4 Battalion Chief
Officer Command Teams and
1 Division Chief Officer
Command Team.
One Firefighter was later
transported
to
White
Memorial Hospital in good
condition for a brief medical
evaluation following his possible exposure to waterborne
electric current through a hose
stream. He was subsequently
released to return to duty. No
other injuries were reported.
A joint investigation by the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives
(ATF) and LAFD Arson
Section Investigators determined this 'Major Emergency'
fire to be accidental in nature.
Fire loss is still being tabulated, and the legal name of the
business was not immediately
available.

Elephant Hill
Update
By ElvaYanez
In a unanimous victory, 15 to 0,
the City Council voted to assert
authority over the Board of Public
Works’ recent action to approve the
building permit and related items for
Tract 35022, the controversial
development of 24 luxury homes on
Elephant Hill in El Sereno.
In a powerful show of unity, the
Council expressed its displeasure
with the Board’s disregard for their
legislative authority and action that
made an already complex issue even
more complicated.
Special thanks and recognition are
due to Councilmember Huizar and
Reyes for their persistent and courageous defense of his constituents’
right to environmental protections.
Many thanks are also due to
Approximately 70 people showed
up for the hearing including many
residents from El Sereno and greater
Northeast LA.
Environmental
coalition GREENLA for helping
organize the educational outreach
and the mobilization for this hearing. Special thanks also for the
groups who turned out including
Latino
Urban
Forum,
SCOPE/AGENDA, North East
Trees and LA-32 Neighborhood
Council. Assembly member Kevin
De Leon (District 45), Assembly
member
Anthony
Portantino
(District 44),
Senator Gloria
Romero (District 24),
Audubon
Center at Debs Park Baldwin Hills
Conservancy, El Sereno Residents
for Responsible Land Use and
Development,
Glassell
Park
Improvement Association, The
Greater El Sereno Chamber of
Commerce, Hillside Environmental
and
Safety
Coalition,
LA
Community Garden Council,
Mountains Rec. and Conservation
Authority, Mujeres de la Tierra,
National
Resources
Defense
Council, Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy,
Santa
Monica
Mountains Conservancy, Save
Elephant Hill, Scenic Arroyo Seco.
Thanks to all those who wanted to
attend but had to work, but were at
the hearing in spirit. Words cannot
capture our gratitude to the many
individuals and organizations who
submitted letters, emails, and calls,
and also offered encouragement and
support to help us keep pressing on
with this campaign. Mil gracias!
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COMMUNITY
CALENDAR OF
EVENTS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
2ND ANNUAL NORTHEAST
COLLEGE FAIR
El Sereno Senior Center
4818 Klamath Place
LA CA 90032
9am - 12 Noon
http://www.barrioaction.org/collegefair.php
Blanca Sotomayor or Patricia Alarcon
(323) 221-0779

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2nd
EL SERENO FACADE
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT MEETING
El Sereno Library
5226 Huntington Drive
6PM

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3rd
LA-32 NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL
El Sereno Senior Center
4818 Klamath Place
LA CA 90032
6PM

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4th
FREE SEMINAR ON PREVENTING
FORECLOSURE
PRESENTED BY GOLDEN KEY
@ EL SERENO LIBRARY
5226 Huntington Drive
6PM - 7:30PM

JUEVES, 4 DE OCTUBRE
TALLER EDCATIVO
MANTENGA SU HOGAR
GRATIS NO COSTO NO OBLIGACION
El Sereno Library
5226 Huntington Drive
6PM - 7:30PM
(626) 403-0028

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4th
4TH ANNUAL EL SERENO
FAMILIES AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE PEACE WALK
Begins @ El Sereno Middle School 5pm
2938 Eastern Ave and ends at
Barrio Action 4970 Huntington Drive
Contact Tammy Membreno
323. 221.0779

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7th
ANNUAL BARBACOA BBQ
50TH ANNIVERSARY
4522 Browne Ave
Rose Hills
12 NOON - 7PM

323.221.8187

FRI - SUN OCTOBER 12 - 14
OUR LADY OF TALPA FIESTA
CARNIVAL / ENTERTAINMENT
2914 4th Street
Boyle Heights
323.268-9176

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 3rd
LAUSD DISTRICT 5

HEALTH & FITNESS CHALLENGE

Stop The Violence

5k /1k Run Walk
2151 N. Soto St. 8:30am

323.224.3365

EMAIL YOUR EVENTS
VOICEPUB@GMAIL.COM
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POWER PLANT
ARE

CHOKING YOUR BUDGET !

Brings you relief with aFe Air Filters and Intake Systems
aFe products are here to let your vehicle, your budget,
and you breathe easier!

Add an aFe Air Filter or Intake System
and Increase your MPG
(Miles Per Gallon: 1 to 3 mpg average increase!)
also Increases Horsepower and Torque

Available thru FAST CAR Wash 323.223.1669
When you see NEWS Happen contact...

THE VOICE @ 323.221.7400
Submit community news and your stories to
voicepub@gmail.com

Las Chicas De Le Blanc

Le Blanc

BAR & GRILL
Fine Food * Cocktails
Live Music * Giant Screens

(323) 222-5
5 705
2834 North Broadway
Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

Board members of the
AQMD voting in favor of
the credits sale agreed with
Escutia, that new plants
would help prevent electricity outages and might
replace older, dirtier power
plants.
The non-profit California
Independent
System
Operator (CAISO) in
Alhambra, CA has investigated that about 10,000
megawatts are needed in
the Los Angeles Basin, and
that
about
12,000
megawatts are currently
available. The California
Energy Commission found
that about 400 additional
megawatts will be needed
annually in coming years.
Dennis Yates who is the
City of Chino Mayor and
also an AQMD board member told Vernon officials, ”I
think you’re trying to create
a “CASH COW” for your
city that will impact the
health of your neighbors
downwind”.
The CEC has the responsibility for licensing power
plants 50 megawatts and
larger as well as the related
facilities such as transmission lines, fuel supply lines,
water pipelines, etc. The
CEC’s permitting process
includes many opportunities for public participation.
The Energy Commission
coordinates its review of
the facility with state, local,
regional and federal agencies to ensure that the
Energy Commission certification incorporates conditions of certification that
would be required by the
various agencies. More
information about the
California
Energy
Commission is available on
the
CEC
web
site
(www.energy.ca.gov) and
specifics on the City of
Vernon’s Power Plant
Application can be found at
(http:// www. e n e r g y . c a . g
o v /sitingcases/cityofvernon/
index.html).
Political Power brokers
are at center of push for
Vernon electric plant
Environmental
activist
Angelo Logan once viewed
former state Sen. Martha
Escutia as an advocate for
community health issues,
but now Logan and Escutia
are on opposite sides of a
clean-air fight, both lobbying over the $450-million
power plant.
Besides Escutia, there are
at least two other former
elected officials who have
represented communities
near Vernon - former
Assemblyman
Tom
Calderon of Montebello
and former Los Angeles
City Councilman Richard
Alatorre.
That political firepower
indicates just how high the
stakes are, not just for
Vernon but also for a handful of other power plants in
the planning stages across
the region. This political
clout has discouraged many
environmental groups who
are waging their own fight
against the plant. “They
can pick up a phone and
they make a call, and can

get a lunch with just about
anyone. That power doesn’t
fade away,” said Logan,
executive director of East
Yard Communities for
Environmental Justice.
“The Vernon power plant
can begin operating by the
end of summer 2009. THE
COMMUNITY MUST
GET INVOLVED TO
STOP THIS FROM HAPPENING” stated Logan.
Senator Ron Calderon
proposed Resolution 64,
which would eliminate the
EIR Environmental Impact
Review/Report for the
plant. That will make it
much easier for an application to quickly pass for
power plants. Senator Ron
Calderon who by coincidence has a brother that is a

Development for the City
of Huntington Park stated
in a letter addressed to
SCAQMD “Locating new
electrical generating facilities in our area creates an
environmental injustice,”
Gray asked the district to
broaden the proposed area
where new power plants
would be prohibited to
include Vernon and neighboring communities, such
as Huntington Park and
Maywood.
According to Gray,
Vernon’s proposed plant
would increase air pollution
in Huntington Park. The
city lies along the heavily
polluted truck and industrial corridor between the
region’s sprawling ports
and major rail yards where
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major lobbyist for the
Vernon Power Plant!
THE VOICE looked at
Calderon’s website
http://www. dist30.casen.govoffice.com, which list all of
his accomplishments and
lobbying efforts, is it no
coincidence that there is no
mention of his actions
regarding power plants on
his official website.
In October 2006,
Communities for a Better
Environment (CBE) and
allies filed suit against
SCAQMD demanding that
it revoke two rules that created new emissions credits
for power plants in the
“Priority Reserve”, which
is normally restricted to
essential public services
such as schools and hospitals. SCAQMD is charged
with
violating
the
California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) when
it approved these rules
without studying its potential impacts on the environment and public health.
The power plant will emit
900 tons of air pollution
annually, and 147 tons of
PM, for which the South
Coast Air Basin is in serious non-attainment. The
project proposes to use
credits from the challenged
Priority Reserve to meet air
quality requirements. CBE
is assisting members and
other residents of Southeast
Los Angeles area to fight
against this proposed power
plant.
As the SCAQMD tries to
tighten access to air pollution credits for the power
industry, environmental
justice advocates and some
cities are pressing for even
more restrictions.
Henry Gray who is the
Director of Community

shipping containers are
packed on trains. Vernon,
which has few residents but
a large concentration of
industry.
In response to the environmental justice pleas,
Laki Tisopulos, SCAQMD
assistant deputy executive
officer, acknowledged that
the agency’s staff may
broaden the restrictions
before presenting its air
credit proposal to the
agency’s governing board.
Air district officials have
been struggling on how to
amend their New Source
Review rules in the face of
both an air credit shortage
and a looming power supply crisis.
The SCAQMD have a
difficult task ahead of them,
we have power grids that
have collapsed when the
mercury in a thermometer
reaches 97 degrees or higher for a couple of consecutive days and Southern
California keeps getting
more density projects
approved.
Councilman Jose Huizar
responded to THE VOICE
in a statement “I have concerns
about
possible
impacts the proposed
Vernon Power Plant could
have on the quality of air
for Council District 14 constituents. It is my understanding that construction
and operation of the power
plant would produce particulate matter, which could
be carried to the neighboring Boyle Heights community. This area, as you
know, is already exposed to
high concentrations of both
mobile and stationary
sources of pollution”.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

AWARDED
“SMALL BUSINESS
VISION AND LEADERSHIP AWARD”
business vision and leadership award, presented by WAMU's senior vice president
for community development, Reza
Aghamirzadeh and California's senate
majority leader, Senator Gloria Romero.
Both commended Eric from growing from
a 2-person CHARO business incubator
client to creating over one hundered new
jobs in the community.
Senator Romero commented that "SBA
recently released numbers that California is
home to 3.5 million small businesses. Selfemployment increased by 4.1 percent and
for women it has increased by 4.7%. Small
business is vital to our state economy comprising 98% of all businesses in the state California is the largest economy in the
nation and fifth largest in the world. For
many in the Latino community and communities of color, forming a small business
is often their only opportunity to rise above
the poverty level. No government programs have matched the success of small
business in accomplishing this objective.
Government job training programs cannot
replace this diversified on-the-job experience."
The evening was entertaining with
Alberto Alvarado, District Director for the
U.S. Small Business Administration serving as Master of Ceremonies. Welcoming
the guests was CHARO Board Chair and
Citibank Vice President, Dena Rodriguez,
who started the evening off with the presentation of the flag by James A. Garfield
high school's elite color guard under the
guidance of senior army instructor 1st
Sergeant first class Roger Spradling,
Adding entertainment for the night was the
East Los Angeles Latin Jazz Band with featured vocalist Nubia Jimenez.
CHARO served more than 25,000 clients
between July 2006 and June 2007 which
created 224 new jobs in Southern
California.
President & CEO, Cynthia Amador
closed the evening stating "We thank our
Hall of Fame Honorees and our Strategic
Partners for the privilege of working with
each of you, together we create the energy
to overcome the everyday business obstacles”.
To learn more about CHARO visit
www.charocorp.com

THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN
TARGET PRACTICE

COUNCILMEMBER JOSE HUIZAR, THE LOS ANGELES POLICE
DEPARTMENT, and FAMILIES OF THREE MURDER VICTIMS
ANNOUNCE $50,000 REWARDS
On Monday, August 27 - Councilmember José Huizar, Deputy Chief Sergio
Diaz, and the families of three murder victims announced $50,000 rewards
for each individual case.
On March 24, 2007, 16-year old Michael Flores was fatally shot while
standing on the sidewalk in front of the 200 block of South Chicago Street.
On June 16th, 2007, 26-year old Augusto Zapata was fatally shot while
standing on the street in front of 1019 South Spence Street.
On July 1st, 2007, 19-year old George Rodriguez was fatally shot while
standing in the street in front of 1132 Camulos Street. There is no known
motive for any of the three shootings.
The person or persons responsible for these crimes represent an ongoing
threat to the safety of the people of Los Angeles, and the LAPD is asking for
the public and the media's help to apprehend and convict those responsible
for the murder of these three young men.

CRIME SCENE DO NOT

CROSS CRIME

LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL SCHEDULES
DATE

TIME

OPPONENT

LINCOLN HIGH TIGERS
9/28
10/5
10/12
10/19
10/26
11/2
11/9

7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
6pm
7pm

Hollywood
Los Angeles
@ Franklin
Eagle Rock
Belmont
@ Marshall
@ Wilson

WILSON HIGH MULES
9/28
10/5
12/12
10/19
10/26
11/2
11/9

7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm

Santee
@ Conreras
Marshall
@ Belmont
Franklin
@ Eagle Rock
Lincoln

ROOSEVELT HIGH ROUGHRIDERS
9/28
10/5
10/12
10/26
11/2
11/9

7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm

@ Bell
@ South East(South Gate)
Jordan
@ Huntington Park
Garfield
South Gate
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968

Open Everyday 5am - Midnight
World Famous
Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

GET THE RESULTS
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DON’T TARGET PRACTICE
WITH YOUR MARKETING $$$

YOU ARE
AIMING FOR!
OUR COMMUNITIES
READ

CROSS CRIME SCENE DO

THE CHOICE IS AS CLEAR AS

323.223.1843

BLACK AND WHITE !

2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

CRIME SCENE

Founded in 1967 by Richard Amador,
CHARO
Community
Development
Corporation started with a $19,000 federal
sub-contract grant on manpower planning what is now evolved to workforce development.
Amador came to Los Angeles in the
1960s as a member of President Lyndon
Johnson's Office of Economic Opportunity,
he was the federal mediator among a few
government bureaucracies all charged with
leading the "war on poverty." Moved by the
lack of services for the economically
underserved Latino community that had no
voice, took a six-month leave of absence
from President Johnson's administration
and never returned and thus began the
launch
of
CHARO
Community
Development Corp. in 1967.
With his retirement in 2003, his daughter, Cynthia Amador became President &
CEO, transitioning the organization to
serving as a catalyst for economic development, winning new federal contracts that
have generated over $100 million in economic impact for small business development programs operated by CHARO in
both Los Angeles and Riverside counties.
Crowning the CHARO 40th anniversary
celebration, CHARO hosted its Black-tie
Annual Vision and Leadership Awards on
Friday, September 14th at the Los Angeles
Omni Hotel. Over 300 corporate, elective,
and community leaders joined to recognize
the Strategic Partner Honorees: Board of
Equalization, Vice Chair Judy Chu presented Cathay Bank with their award and congratulated them on the over $93.7 million
in investments in affordable housing.
Founder, Richard Amador presented Wells
Fargo award and commended Wells for the
millions of dollars donated in philanthropy
throughout the State of California.
Assemblyman Curren Price presented US
Bank's award for Vision and Leadership
and praised US Bank for the $158 million
in affordable housing loans in 2006. State
Controller John Chiang presented
Washington Mutual's award and applauded
WAMU for being named Top Retail Bank
in Customer Satisfaction by J.D. Power and
Associates.
Erik Ortiz, Co-President & Owner of
RSMP-NEXXO was awarded the small

CRIME SCENE

(Center / Right)
Erik and Veronica Ortiz
of NEXXO

CRIME SCENE DO NOT CROSS

Picture on Left
Janet Puentes
Director of Business
Financial Center
CHARO CORP

CRIME SCENE DO NOT

CRIME SCENE DO NOT CROSS

CHARO CELEBRATES
40TH YEAR OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
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OTHER NEWS

Historic Southwest Museum's
Past and Future
By Ann Walnum
On October 1, 2007 comments on Jackie
Autry's dream buildings in Griffith Park are
due. Her plan of absorbing Northeast Los
Angeles world famous Southwest
Museum's American Indian and Hispanic
treasures is almost complete.
Through the May 2003 Merger everything was transferred FREE, at no cost to
Autry National Center, but the Autry's
143,000 square foot building isn't big
enough to hold it all. So Autry National
Center wants to add 129,000 square feet to
its $1 a year lease hold on 12.8 acres by the
LA Zoo. This will cut through hiking,
equestrian and bicycle trails as well as further congesting the traffic that uses Zoo
Drive as an alternate for congestion on the
5 and 134 freeways.
Meantime in the Northeast Los Angeles
a vocal and persistent group, Friends of the
Southwest Museum Coalition has changed
Autry's timetable, but not its final goal.
After four years of fruitless negotiations,
undelivered reports, and public meetings.

Autry has turned all the Southwest
Museum galleries into warehouse space.
This avoids several hundred thousand
dollars of commercial rent. In each closed
gallery stand tall metal shelves containing
large boxes wrapped in heavy brown paper.
The museum treasures have been cleaned
and inventoried and now are ready for shipment.
A few activities are held each weekend
from noon to 5pm in the museum store,
lower lobby and garden. The museum
store is open for business. This condition
will prevail for four or more years as Jackie
Autry's dream of building is constructed.
After that the future is really uncertain.
"Culture Center" unrefined and not guaranteed with two rooms of exhibition space.
This is hardly the historic Southwest
Museum. Even the tunnel dioramas (scenic
miniature displays) everyone remembers
from childhood visits are gone. For more
information, please check www.friendsofthesouthwestmuseum.com

WHAT HAPPENED IN VEGAS DID NOT
STAY IN VEGAS, IT CAME TO EL SERENO
You all have heard the slogan
what happens in Vegas, stays in
Vegas…. Well a lot of people
wished that would be the case
this time as well. Las Vegas
police detectives raided the El
Sereno home of memorabilia
dealer and auctioneer Tom Riccio
in connection with the O.J.
Simpson robbery case in Las
Vegas. The detectives have confiscated hours of audio recordings made during a meeting
arranged by Riccio.
"Tom Riccio is one of the owners of an Sports Memorabilia
business and is now a key witness
in the case of stolen sports mem-

orabilia" stated his attorney Ryan
Okabe.
Riccio had previously leaked
audio
recording
of
O.J.
Simpson's alleged memorabilia
robbery to internet celebrity web
site TMZ, and has made special
arrangements to be interviewed
by investigating reporter Gerardo
Rivera.
In the Rivera interview Riccio,
said "I tipped Simpson off and
arranged for him to meet with
sports memorabilia collector
Alfred Beardsley. In a meeting at
the Casino swimming pool deck,
Simpson found out that
Beardsley also had a collection of

HAND WAX
SPECIAL

George Cruz and Amalia Aguirre
proud new parents of
BRIANA CAROLINA CRUZ
Born 3:20pm on June 26th
7lbs - 8 Oz 19” Long

his pics, Simpson "got all worked
up". I got worried that Simpson
would draw attention during his
outburst and would spoil the
meeting at the hotel room.
Riccio is no saint, The associated press has reported that
Riccio has a criminal record,
including grand larceny in
Florida in 1984, when he
received three years of probation;
and convicted of a felony for
arson in California in 1995 for
which he was sentenced to prison
for two years. He was also sentenced for selling stolen property
and escaping from a minimum
security prison.

Media outlets were waiting at
the El Sereno home when Las
Vegas Detectives arrived they
recorded the detectives leaving
Riccio's home carrying evidence
in black plastic bags. Vegas
detectives did not speak with any
media regarding this case, the
reasons for the raid or their findings.
Riccio has reportedly struck an
immunity deal with authorities in
exchange for his cooperation in
the case. "Whatever Mr. Riccio
has, the police have," Okabe said.
"He's cooperating fully and completely with the Las Vegas police
department and the district attor-

C-ME

Computers Made Easy

$19.99 Autos
$24.99 SUV’s and TRUCKS

JOE RIVERA

323.223.1669

Computer Repair
Specialist
REASONABLE RATES

ney's office."
Riccio planted a recording
device in the hotel room where
Simpson and a group of associates allegedly held up two memorabilia dealers at gunpoint on
Aug. 13. He then leaked audio of
the incident to the celebrity gossip Web site, TMZ.com. The
recording and the leak led many
to accuse Riccio of "setting up"
Simpson. Riccio's attorney said
Saturday his client recorded the
meeting because he didn't trust
one of the memorabilia dealers
involved, Alfred Beardsley,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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5509 Alhambra Ave., El Sereno, CA 90032

Anthony Ortiz and Diana Martinez
proud new parents of
DESTINY MARLENA ORTIZ
Born 4:18pm on August 18th
7lbs -11.4 Oz 21” Long

4301 Valley Blvd
Suite A1
El Sereno, CA 90032
323.227.0506

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
Official Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up
Service

Specializing in:
Tune-Ups,Brakes,
All Major Repairs

GREG EISELE
(323) 227-4774

4793 VALLEY BLVD.
EL SERENO, CA 90032

LANDAU
REAL ESTATE

1st Time Buyers Welcome
Refinance Before Rates Go Up
Consolidate High Interest Loans
Free Market Analysis
SE HABLA ESPANOL

SAL GARCIA
Sales
Sales Agent
Agent

(213) 400-6596
7007 Washington Ave, Suite 240
Whittier, CA 90602

HEALTHCARE NEWS
Arr oyo Vista Family Health Center
Celebrates National Community Health Center Week
Each year in August Health
Clinics across the country are recognized for the Service and
Contributions
of
Community
Wellness each clinic makes in their
neighborhoods.
In the spirit of “Community Well
Being“ Arroyo Vista Family Health
Center provided free childhood
immunizations, Pap Smears, Breast
Exams, Dental checkups, Blood
Pressure Monitoring, Hearing Test,
Vision test, Podiatry checkups last
month.
Arroyo Vista Family Health
Center
celebrated
“National
Community Health Center Week”
on August 23rd by honoring US
Representative and Assistant to the
Speaker of the House Xavier
Becerra 31st Congressional District
for his continued leadership efforts
towards improving health care
reform. Also in attendance was former California Supreme Court
Justice and Board of Directors
Member Carlos Moreno.
THE VOICE spoke with
Congressman Becerra and he stated.
“Providing health care for five million uninsured children is one of my
main priorities, the children and seniors of North East Los Angeles
should not be left behind, our
Congress understands the need to
improve Medicare and to provide
better constituent services for their
taxpayer dollar.” Community health
centers like Arroyo Vista are the best
care investment America can make,
medical expenses for a community
health center are 41 percent lower
when compared to patients seen
elsewhere” stated Becerra.
Arroyo Vista Family Health
Center has established working relationships
with
Partnership
Prescription Assistance (PPA) and
Kaiser Permanente to better serve
their community. The Partnership
for Prescription Assistance brings
together America’s pharmaceutical
companies, doctors, other health
care providers, patient advocacy
organizations and community

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
Water Heaters, Floor
and Wall Heaters,
Copper repiping Disposals - Sewer
Cleaning, Water and Gas
Leak Detection

Mr. Morris Valdez
(323) 223-0871
4403 Huntington Dr South
El Sereno, CA 90032
State Lic# 617754

24 Hour Emergency Service

Valdez’s Plumbing & Heating
Specialist in Repairs & Installation

Limon Iron Works
Free Estimates - Presupestos Gratis
groups to help qualifying patients
who lack prescription coverage get
the medicines they need through the
public or private program that’s
right for them. Arroyo Vista Family
Health Center is a great match for
these services. Executive Director,
for Kaiser Permanente Mark E.
Costa was also present at the celebration and was very excited to be
able to assist this community thru
the networking partnership established with Arroyo Vista Family
Health Center.
Arroyo Vista is a Public Health
Service, Section 330, Federally
Qualified Health Center (“FQHC”).
Since 1981. They have been serving
the health care needs of Northeast
Los Angeles and surrounding communities by providing accessible,
high quality, and affordable primary
health care and preventive services
to the underserved. Their team of
qualified bilingual doctors, nurses,
and staff are dedicated to serving all
patients in a caring manner.
Board of Director member Roger
Estrada of Arroyo Vista Family
Health Center, pointed out that community health centers like ours are
taking care of the country’s population which is least likely to be able
to afford or access health care.
Community health centers have a
track record of never turning away
anyone who seeks help, regardless
of insurance status or ability to pay

VEGAS TO
EL SERENO

Continued From Page 6
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and frequently recorded his dealings with
him.
"Mr. Riccio has been burned by Alfred
Beardsley in the past. Whenever he dealt
with him, he made the recordings for his
own protection," said Okabe. Both men
frequently trade in Simpson memorabilia,
and both have served time in prison for
felonies.
Beardsley, 46, was being held without
bail in a Las Vegas jail, after being taken
into custody for a parole violation out of
California. Beardsley and another dealer,
Bruce Fromong, claims Simpson and a
group of men barged into the hotel room at
the Palace Station casino and demanded
the dealers turn over autographed footballs
and other items. Two of the men had handguns, according to police.
"Two of the men were Italian, there
were also 5 or 6 African American men in
that group" stated Riccio in an interview
with Gerardo Rivera. I arranged the meeting between the dealers and a "private collector," without letting on that the collector
was Simpson and that he planned to seize
the items. Simpson has said he believes

and added that community clinics
such as ours reduces the reliance on
expensive emergency room visits.
During the 1990’s demand for
health care at Arroyo Vista Family
Health Center soared among the
area’s uninsured and indigent families. To meet the demand for health
care, we opened the Lincoln Heights
facility in June 1997. Utilization of
the 6,000 square foot leased clinic in
Lincoln Heights has surpassed projections, with total patient visits
increasing tenfold from 2,700 in
1997 to 24,986 in 2005. In order to
address this need, Arroyo Vista purchased a building in Lincoln
Heights, just half a block away from
the leased facility.
We then
launched a capital campaign to raise
funds to renovate and equip this
building from restaurant use into a
20,817 square foot community
health center.
This renovation project will allow
this clinic to triple the number of
primary care providers, expand the
number of patient users and visits,
and expand our primary and preventive health services to include dental, optometry, radiology, ultrasound, mammography, pharmacy,
health education and other preventative and health promotion services.
For more information about Arroyo
Vista services and locations, call
(323) 254-5221 or visit our website
at www.arroyovista.org.

they were stolen from him.
Riccio states "he did not know Simpson
would show up at the hotel with a crew of
five men and did not know the men would
have weapons". Fromong said "that before
the hotel confrontation, he had traveled to
the Cayman Islands to explore setting up
offshore accounts to hide Simpson's memorabilia earnings".
Riccio said "his first contact with
Simpson came in 2005, in the form of an
angry phone call". Riccio had placed a
newspaper ad promoting a Simpson autograph signing in Orange County, CA.
Then came the call from a friend of
Simpson's, who said the Simpson knew
nothing about it. Simpson got on the
phone, and Riccio apologized, claiming
Beardsley had told him Simpson would
attend.
"Simpson launched into an outburst
against Beardsley, saying he had nothing
to do with him for years, by the end of the
call Simpson and Riccio agreed to do a different signing show together" stated
Riccio.
When Beardsley recently called Riccio
and said he was looking to unload a lot of
Simpson memorabilia, Riccio said he
knew someone who might be interested.
Riccio said "that as the two talked,
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Ramiro Limon (323) 781-4
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4993-B Huntington Dr, El Sereno, CA 90032
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90032
State Lic. #730536
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Beardsley told him
someone else had pos“Blessed is the nation whose God
session of the items,
is the LORD…” Psalm 33:12
which had been stolen
from Simpson by a former agent". He then
told Simpson what the
haul included, and the
5387 Poplar Blvd
football legend replied,
El Sereno, CA 90032
"I've been looking for
that stuff for 10 years!
Member of The Greater
Simpson then asked me
El Sereno Chamber of Commerce
for my help", stated
Riccio and the two planned a sting opera- has gotten way out of control." Authorities
tion.
are currently trying to sort out who owned
"We thought O.J. would confront these what items, and believe that "part or all of
knuckleheads and they would give his the items" belong to Simpson, according
stuff back and that would be that," Riccio to Police Captain James Dillon.
said. Knowing his criminal record and
Simpson's friends and newlyweds statcredibility problems, Riccio said, "I hid a ed, "we heard on the news the night before
tape recorder in the hotel room".
our wedding that Simpson and various
Simpson was already planning to come other people including the groom were
to Vegas for a wedding in which he was wanted for questioning regarding the robthe best man at that wedding. Among the bery that took place that day. The groom
guests at a pre-wedding dinner Sept. 13 stated he knew OJ, but had nothing to do
were some ex-cons and golfing buddies with the incident, during the wedding he
whom Simpson recruited to take part in the could not enjoy it because he did not know
if the police were going to barge in on his
sting.
Beardsley said that he would give the wedding and arrest him and Simpson".
photos back. "I feel bad about it," and The bride stated "we worked hard to plan
added that both he and Simpson feel "this the perfect wedding - " it was ruined".

NEED A PRAYER

323.227.0654

JEFFREYA. HIRSCH RECEIVES HOLLENBECK YOUTH
CENTER/INNER CITY GAMES “AMIGO DE LOS NIÑOS” AWARD

Time Warner Cable executive
leads the drive to deliver technology to North East Los
Angeles Youths
Jeffrey A. Hirsch, President of
Time
Warner
Cable’s
Metropolitan Los Angeles

Division received the prestigious
“Amigo de los Niños” Award
from the Hollenbeck Youth
Center/Inner City Games for his
commitment to youth through
the creation of the Time Warner
Cable Technology Center at
Hollenbeck. Hirsch received the
award at the 26th Annual
Hollenbeck Youth Center/Inner
City Games Salute to the
Dodgers
Luncheon
on
September 14, 2007 at the Westin
Bonaventure Hotel.
This year’s honorees
also included Dodger Hall of
Fame Manager and Special
Advisor to the Chairman Tommy
Lasorda as recipient of the
“Legacy Award.” Hirsch and
Lasorda joined an honor roll of
past recipients that include
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.
“Time Warner Cable
understands that access to technology is a key component in

ARE YOU READY TO PAY

MORE $$$
FOR WATER AND POWER
YOU WILL IF DWP GETS
THERE WAY
By Soledad Garcia

Boyle Heights Neighborhood Council

The Utility Rate Payers of Los
Angeles will be putting out more
money to switch on the lights and
turn on the water faucets.

On September 3, 2007, The
Boyle Heights Neighborhood
Council
Memorandum
of
Understanding
Oversight
Committee wrote the Department
of Water and Power its Letter of
Resolution which did not recom-

moRTgAge / ReAlTY
1510 HuNTINgToN DRIve,
SouTH pASADeNA, CA 91030

323.228.3100
TALLER EDUCATIVO GRATIS

"Mantega Su Hogar,
Protege Su
Inversión"
Prevención de Ejecuciones
de una Hipoteca

"Atrasado en los pagos de su casa"

Prevenga Fraude!
No Tiene Que Perder Su Hogar!

No Costo - No Obligacion

Jueves, 4 de Octubre

En la biblioteca de
El Sereno
5226 Huntington Drive, LA 90032

6:00p.m- 7:30p.m
ARGIE CRUZ
YESENIA CAMPOS

(323) 228-3100
(323) 314-0187

UNA GRAN SELECCIÓN DE CASAS EN EL MERCADO

License Number: 01201202

Time Warner Cable has
engineered the center to include
digital and high-definition television, digital video recorders,
high speed online connections, a
smart meeting room with video
production capabilities, a new
computer lab with 13 computers,
and furnishings. The technology center will give students
access to academic tutoring,
computer literacy, and video production tools, enabling them to
document their experience at
Hollenbeck.
The Inner City Games
Los Angeles (ICGLA) and the
Hollenbeck Youth Center have
provided safe and quality afterschool, recreational, educational,
and entrepreneurial programs for
the past 15 and 35 years respectively. Throughout their histories, the ICGLA and Hollenbeck
Youth Center have raised millions of dollars to support the

daily operation of both organizations. The partnership forged
between Hollenbeck and ICGLA
have given thousands of disadvantaged and at-risk youth a second opportunity to become productive members of society as
well as great Dodger fans.
Time Warner Cable LA
Region serves approximately 1.9
million customers in the five
counties of southern California.
Leveraging its leadership in
innovation and quality customer
care, Time Warner Cable delivers
advanced products and services
such as digital cable, video on
demand, high-definition television, digital video recorders,
high-speed data and digital
phone. For more information,
please visit www.timewarnercable.com/socal.

mend the increase of utility rates
for 2008 to 2010. Some of the
reasons are listed below:
DWP denied the Neighborhood
Councils ample time to respond
to DWP’s rate increases.
According to the NC/DWP
agreement, 120 days would be
allowed on multi year rate
increases. The Neighborhood
Councils requested that there be
no rate increase until the Auditors
shared their findings.
City
Council File Number #05-0547
states that an independent auditor
will do a financial review and
analysis and that the NCs shall
have ample time opportunity to
review the independent reports

and submit their comments
before going to the Council.
DWP presented the initial budget increase to NCs on
May 29, 2007. DWP presented
the Proposed Rate Increases
before the DWP Board of
Commissioners on June 5th. The
NCs waited three months for the
independent auditor’s assessment
which took place on August 18,
2007.
The Oversight Committee prepared its Response on September
3rd. Thirty-five days were left to
ask 73 NCs to review the
Auditor’s Report, to substantiate
DWP’s proposal, to respond and
to agendize the OSC Letter of

Resolution. Thirty-five days did
not meet the criteria or spirit of
the above provision for budget
transparency or justification.
Neighborhood Councils saw
Management’s delays, stone
walling and curtailment of NC
response time as a means of fast
tracking the approval of rate
increases. The above is but one
justifications for not recommending DWP rate increases. Read
the Letter of Resolution that the
NC/DWP Oversight Committee
wrote. Tell your Neighborhood
Council that you recommend that
it support the Letter of not
increasing the rates. Call your
Councilman!

A wide selection of homes on the market today

DWP RATE HIKE

developing a healthy, informed
and connected society,” said
Hirsch. “The Time Warner Cable
Technology
Center
at
Hollenbeck is the first of many
centers across the Southland that
will bring the latest technology
and resources directly into the
communities we serve.”
Arriving in Los Angeles
in 2005, Hirsch quickly recognized that access to technology
was one of the great barriers to
success for the Los Angeles communities and neighborhoods he
now calls home. Hirsch set
about to change that. Under his
leadership and vision, Time
Warner Cable, the nation’s second largest cable operator and
the largest cable company in
Southern California, began plans
to launch Time Warner Cable
Technology Centers across the
Southland, with Hollenbeck as
the first of six.

AVAILABLE LISTINGS
323.228.3100
WWW.GOLDENKEYSERVICES.COM
Great Opportunity!

A PLACE TO CALL HOME!

3bdr/2bath
3696 Agnes Ave.
Lynwood, CA 90262

$505,000

CLEAN AS A WHISTLE!

3bed/3bth 1203Sqft
11708 Killian St.
El Monte, CA 91732
$499,000

JUST REDUCED!

3bed/2bth
36920 Doheny
Palmdale, CA
93552
$290,000
READY TO MOVE IN!

3bed/1bth 1709 sqft
2232 South
Dunsmuir Avenue
Los Angeles, CA
90016
$695,000

BEAUTIFUL HOME!

3bed/3bth 1603 sqft
13220 Clearwood Ave.
La Mirada, CA
90638
$560,000

3Bdr/2bth
1207 Sqft
905 Rodeo Rd.
Arcadia, CA 91007
$749,000

TARZANA HOME

READY TO GO
3bd/1bth sqft
9523906 Ramboz Dr.
LA CA 90063
$390,000

3bd/1bth sqft 1296
18731 Martha St.
Tarzana, CA 91356
$615,000

ADDITIONAL LISTINGS
6738 Winter Night Court Fontana, CA sqft 2758 4bd/3bth

$600,000

1070 S. West Blvd. West LA 2 Units 2bd/1Bth ea. Total Bldg sqft 3,158 $949,900
IN ELA HILLS of LINCOLN HEIGHTS 90031 Lot 3 Block R Lot Size 7,884 $60,000

