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Unanimously Votes To Oppose ANY SR-710 Extension Through Northeast Communities
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  The Kenny Washington Stadium 
Foundation held it’s 2nd Annual Kenny 
Washington Memorial Game on Saturday, 
September 22, 2012 as the Lincoln Tigers 
hosted the Manual Arts Toilers.  
  At a pre-game reception, the Foundation 
presented former Laker great Tommy 
Hawkins with their “Pioneer Award”, 
given to recognize Hawkins’ role as the 
fi rst African-American basketball player 
at Notre Dame, his various successes as a 
local broadcaster, and his 18 year career 
with the Los Angeles Dodgers as Vice 
President of Communications.  Hawkins 
was an original member of the Los 
Angeles Lakers.

  Assemblymember Gil Cedillo kicked 
off the reception with a hardy welcome 
to the over 200 guests in attendance.  
Foundation President Stephen Sarinana-
Lampson announced two major projects 
by the KWSF: the start of a fundraising 
drive for a new video-capable stadium 
scoreboard for Lincoln High’s Andrus 
Field and a national campaign entitled 
“Kenny2014” to promote the inclusion 
of Kenny Washington into the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 Photo: Mars Castro/Mars ImagesPhoto: Mars Castro/Mars Images

(L to R): Kirk Washington (Kenny Washington’s grandson), 
Laker great Tommy Hawkins, KWSF President Stephen Sarinana-Lampson

By Concerned Neighbors 
of El Sereno

  In an historic vote on August 
28, 2012, LA City Council 
unanimously passed a Resolution, 
authored by Councilmembers José 
Huizar, Ed Reyes and Eric Garc-
etti, to oppose several of the 710 
freeway alternatives. Citing Metro’s 
lack of transparency, and respond-
ing to a united outcry from the 
northeast communities, Council-
man Huizar made an amendment 
that added alternative F7 – the 
TUNNEL option to the Resolu-
tion, opposing ALL the 710 free-
way alternatives that threaten to 
run through the northeast com-
munities.
 

SOME 710 HISTORY
  The project was fi rst identifi ed 
back in 1933 as Route 167 to 
connect San Pedro to Long Beach, 
then north to Monterey Park. In 
1947, the route was altered to add 
an extension north to Pasadena.  
The Long Beach Freeway was 
built from 1954 to 1975. 
  In February 1965, the segment 
between I-10 and Valley Boulevard 
was opened. Since that time, 
completion of the freeway be-
tween Valley Boulevard in Los 
Angeles and Del Mar Boulevard 
in Pasadena has been opposed by 
the City of South Pasadena, and 
until now, the City of Los Angeles 
had remained neutral.
  In 1973, after the passage of 
both the National Environmental 
Protection Act (NEPA) and the 
California Environmental Qual-
ity Act (CEQA), South Pasa-

dena sought and was granted an 
injunction prohibiting Caltrans 
from constructing the extension 
project until an environmental 
impact report (EIR) was properly 
completed.  
  In 1998, the injunction was lifted 
when the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration (FHWA) accepted 
a supplemental EIR and issued 
the Record of Decision (ROD) 
the agreement that committed 
the federal government to fund a 
large portion of the project. 
  On July 19, 1999, in response 
to another lawsuit by South Pasa-
dena, United States District Court 
Judge Pregerson issued a pre-
liminary injunction prohibiting 
defendants Caltrans, et al., from 
proceeding with the 710 Freeway 
Project.  
  In December 2003, the FHWA 
rescinded the ROD, and the Cali-
fornia Transportation Commis-
sion in April, 2004, withdrew its 
Notice of Determination (NOD), 
retracting their prior approval 
for completion of the “Meridian 
Variation” route.
  Meanwhile, in 1998, Caltrans and 
the City of LA had begun a plan 
to extend the freeway terminus 
from Valley Blvd. to Alhambra 
Ave. (the Connector Road) into a 
residential El Sereno community. 
This seemed to be the only traffi c 
mitigation plan they could come 
up with to utilize funds allocated 
to the City through the Rogan Bill 
earmarked for 710 traffi c mitiga-
tion, while South Pasadena and 
Pasadena spent their Rogan mon-
ey on several different mitigation 
projects.

  When Val Marquez, 39-year 
El Sereno homeowner and resi-
dent inadvertently learned of the 
project, he formed Concerned 
Neighbors of El Sereno in 2005, 
and began to bring awareness to 
the community. When residents 
learned about the Connector 
Road, they were shocked and en-
raged, and united in opposition. 
CNES gathered over 900 peti-
tions against the project, during 
one cold December week, and 
presented them to Antonio Vil-
laraigosa, who put a halt to the 
project, stating, “If the commu-
nity doesn’t want it, we won’t 
build it.”  
  This Connector Road is not cur-
rently on Metro or Caltrans’ list 
of projects, but continues to re-
surface when alternatives are be-
ing considered; and it is also the 
FUNDAMENTAL COMPONENT 
of South Pasadena’s Low Build 
Alternative.

  THEN CAME THE 
TUNNEL OPTION: 

  In late 2002, Caltrans in consulta-
tion with the FHWA, determined 
that a tunnel was an appropriate 
alternative to a surface extension 
along the 710 corridor. Caltrans 
began to vigorously pursue the 
idea of a tunnel as the solution for 
building an above ground free-
way. 
  In 2004, Metro began to conduct 
a feasibility analysis of the tunnel, 
which was fi nally issued in June 
of 2006. Upon reading the re-
port, Marquez discovered that the 
Portal (entry to the tunnel) was 
located in a residential area of 
El Sereno at the intersections of 

Concord, Lowell, and Alhambra 
Avenues.  
  At almost every meeting Cal-
trans held about the Tunnel Study, 
CNES confronted Metro about 
the Tunnel Portal placement, and 
no one, including Doug Failing, 
would acknowledge where the 
Portal was going to be placed. 
  In late-2009, after 3 long years 
urging Caltrans and our elected 
offi cials to move the location 
of the portal out of El Sereno’s 
residential community, the City 
of Los Angeles passed a Resolu-
tion, authored by José Huizar, Ed 
Reyes and Eric Garcetti that op-
posed any extension of the 710 
through the northeast communi-
ties within Zones 1 and 2, and 
stipulated that any tunnel portal 
should begin and end south of 
Valley Boulevard. This was the 
fi rst historic action since the City 
of Los Angeles signed the 710 
Freeway Agreement in 1965.

First Major L.A. Action in 
60 Years! - L.A. City Council 

Goes Down in History

  Then, historically in August 
2012, LA City Council unani-
mously passed the Resolution 
opposing ALL the 710 freeway 
alternatives that threatened to run 
through the Northeast communi-
ties.
  This was a momentous action 
and the fi rst major step by the 
City of LA, since the 710 freeway 
project began almost 60 years 
ago, toward preserving our com-
munity. 
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Lobster Anyone?  
Neighborhood Councils say NO!

Send your 
community 

announcements to 
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  Continued From Page 2
  Also made known was a plan 
to modernize one of the original 
tennis courts on the Lincoln campus 
into a multi-sports playing fi eld.
  At kickoff, the Tigers took the 
fi eld in authentic 1962 Lincoln 
High throwback jerseys in honor 
of their special halftime guests - 
the ‘62 Lincoln Tigers - who fi fty 
years ago fought an epic football 
playoff battle with the Manual 
Arts Toilers.  
  In the 1962 game the Tigers 
played to a 0-0 tie with the Toilers 
who were the #4 team in the 
nation at the time.  The Tigers 
coach from 1962, Harold “Skip” 
Giancanelli was recognized by 
the Foundation and presented 
their Orange & Black jacket of 
honor at halftime.  Last year’s 

recipient was former NFL referee 
Jim Tunney.
  This year’s throwback experi-
ence was funded by over 100 
Lincoln Alumni and supporters 
who each contributed $100 to 
support a current varsity football 
Tiger’s jersey, while also receiv-
ing a throwback jersey of their 
own.  Scores of the vintage jer-
seys could be seen throughout the 
Lincoln stands before kickoff.  In 
the game, the Tigers defeated the 
Toilers 55-26.
  Earlier in the day before the 
game, the Foundation held the 
“Centennial Kickoff Picnic” on 
the Lincoln High School grounds 
for returning alumni featuring his-
torical displays and food booths 
manned by varsity athletes.

Kenny Washington Foundation

 
By Nina Zvaleko

  Like lobsters in a pot, the pot 
heats so gradually, until it is too 
late.  So what is this pot we’re 
in? How gradually did it heat?  

How hot is it?  And is it too late?  

  The pot is corporations having 
the same rights as human beings: 
The “human right” of “freedom 
from unreasonable search and 
seizure” means advance notice 
of inspections, so they can hide 
environmental, health, safety and 
labor violations.  
  “Protection from discrimination” 
means companies like Walmart 
can bully their way into neigh-
borhoods, destroying local econo-
mies.  Our most treasured right. 
“Freedom of Speech”, now gives 
corporations unlimited rights to 
spend unlimited millions to infl u-
ence to buy our elections: 

Corporations don’t even have 
to be US citizens to “vote” with 

their millions!  

  This situation is so pressing that 
between December 2011 and Sep-
tember 2012, the Neighborhood 
Councils of Lincoln Heights, 
Greater Cypress Park, Historic 
Highland Park, Eagle Rock and 
LA32( El Sereno), and Los 
Angeles City Council, have 
decided to put a lid on this pot by 
passing resolutions (or neighbor-
hood impact statements) calling 
for an end to “corporate person-
hood.” 
  Before 1886 corporations were 
temporary organizations created 
by a community, used to build 
a wharf or road for the common 
good, and then disbanded. 
  

The pot heated up gradually:
 

 In each of 1882, 1919, 1922, 
1933, 1947, 1967, 1976, 1977, 
changes to the fi rst, fi fth, and four-
teenth amendments, gave these 
“human rights to corporations.  

Culminating in 2010 the Citizens 
United decision gave corpora-
tions unlimited rights to spend 
unlimited millions to infl uence to  
buy our elections.  Corporations 
don’t even have to be US citizens 
to “vote” with their millions!  
  So the pot very hot, but some 
dedicated REAL HUMANS, are 
demanding, “Hold the lobster, 
I’ll have salad, ” and city by 
city, neighborhood by neighbor-
hood, state by state, resolutions 
demanding an end to corporate 
personhood are being passed.  
When 2/3 of the states make this 
demand, the USA Congress must 
call a constitutional convention 
on the issue.

(www.movetoamendla.org)
  To join this effort contact NELA 
Move to Amend Study Group at 
(323) 255-1279, or join them for 
study and discussion: at Café In 
The Heights at 3510 N Broadway 
Lincoln Heights, every last 
Saturday of the month 1-3pm. 

Public Assistance Needed 
to Identify Unknown Patient

  On July 14, 2012, an unidentifi ed 
Hispanic female was brought in 
to the Emergency Department at 
White Memorial Medical Center 
(WMMC) by ambulance from        
St. Martha’s Church parking lot 
in Huntington Park, CA. 
  WMMC is seeking the public’s 
help in identifying this Jane Doe 
patient because she has no docu-
mentation or evidence of her 
identity that can be determined.  
  The patient seen on the right is 
a Female Hispanic, Approximate 
age between 50-60 Years old, 
Brown Eyes, Grey Hair, 5 Foot 
tall and weighs 151 lbs. 
  Anyone with information that 
may help identify this Jane Doe 
patient is asked to contact the hos-
pital at (323) 268-5000 and ask 
the operator to page beeper 494.

By Pam Marquez
Concerned Neighbors of El Sereno

  Construction for the newest open space 
in El Sereno is well underway.  The project 
broke ground in July and the design and 
construction teams from the City of Los 
Angeles Department of Recreation and 
Parks (RAP) and The Trust for Public Land 
(TPL) have been managing the installation 
of the concrete walkways, irrigation, elec-
trical system and the 4,000 SF playground 
and fi tness equipment.
  The community has been watching, and 
we catch sight of children visiting daily 
to glimpse the evolution. Everyone is 
marveling at the daily progress, while the 
community anxiously, yet patiently, awaits 
the day when they will be able to use this 
much-needed open space and recreation 
area.
  On Saturday, September 15, the City of 
Los Angeles Department of Recreation and 
Parks and The Trust for Public Land hosted 
a Community Playground Build Day. At 
the event, Tom Norquist, a representative 
from PlayCore (the generous company 
who donated the beautiful playground) 
were on hand along with their team of in-
stallers to work with community members 
to help them bring the playground and oth-
er areas of the site to completion.   
  The event was a great success with nearly  
100 community members of all ages, 
including several teens from Woodrow 
Wilson High School, came out to help as-
semble the murals and fi tness equipment, 
grade and level the playground area, clean 
weeds and non-native brush off the hill-
side, and beautify the site. 
  We were all overjoyed and overwhelmed 
at the sight of the children who were helping 
build and beautify their own playground, 
shoveling dirt with beads of sweat running 
down their little faces in the blazing heat 
of the day.  
  They had a mission and they were de-
termined to complete it!  We all watched 
with delight as the kids played and enjoyed 

the playground equipment, if only for the 
short time they were allowed that day. 
  The next event will be held on Thursday, 
October 11th, when The Trust for Public 
Land will host a fi nal Naming Event for 
community members to vote on their 
favorite name at the recreation site from 
3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This will give El 
Sereno residents a fi nal opportunity to help 
name El Sereno’s new open space. Voting 
and Name Submission Rules & Dead-
lines are posted on Facebook:  Nameyour.
space90032.  All the El Sereno Commu-
nity is invited to take this last opportunity 
to cast your vote.
  Then, on Thursday, November 18, Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and 
the Department of Recreation and Parks 
will provide a tour through the recreation 
site for the National Park Association and 
the many generous donors that provided 
funding for our beautiful recreation area.

  Keeping it local…

  We are also pleased to report that the 
contract for the decorative fence has been 
awarded to El Sereno’s own V & F Iron 
Works on Alhambra Avenue.  They were 
asked to submit bids and designs for the 
fence and were selected for their quality 
work, competitive estimate, and creative 
design.
 Construction is on schedule and will 
continue at the site through October and 
November. The new open space will be 
opening to the public at the beginning of 
December and a community celebration 
will be planned.  
  If you would like to be added to the mail 
or email list for project updates and to 
receive notification on the opening 
celebration please email your name and 
contact information to Tori Kjer at tori.
kjer@tpl.org or mail your information to:
TPL c/o 570 West Avenue 26 
Suite 300
Los Angeles, CA, 90065.

El Sereno New Open Space - Community Update

Children enjoying the newly built community playground, which will soon be named.  
It is located in El Sereno at the corner of Alhambra, Lowell and Concord Aves.
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Original Club Charter Established 1893

JOIN the bike rides thru the city
EVERY TUESDAY NIGHT WE MEET AT 6:30pm and Ride @ 7PM

Meet at TROY’S BURGERS 
(Corner of valley blvd & eastern ave in El sereno)  

ALL BICYCLE RIDERS INVITED TO JOIN 
REGARDLESS OF AGE AND ABILITY

Please weAR a helmet on our rides!

F o l l o w  u s  o n  t w i t t e r. c o m / e a s t s i d e b i k e sF o l l o w  u s  o n  t w i t t e r. c o m / e a s t s i d e b i k e s

323.572.8211

B e c o m e  a  FA N  o f  t h e  E A S T S I D E  B I K E  C L U B  LO S  A N G E L E S  o nB e c o m e  a  FA N  o f  t h e  E A S T S I D E  B I K E  C L U B  LO S  A N G E L E S  o n

Weekly Bike Rides Tuesday & Saturdays

bikesinla@yahoo.com



        HALL FOR RENT

24 N. Stoneman Ave. Alhambra, CA 91801

Available for 
Weddings, Birthday Celebrations 

& Other Occasions

626/576.9584 
626/458.2723

AMERICAN LEGION POST #139

Reasonable Rates Includes Free Security 
Kitchen Facilities also available for a small fee
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SUPPORT OUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Limon Iron Works

4993 Huntington Drive, Unit B Los Angeles, CA 90032

DoorsDoors  // PuertasPuertas Ramiro Limon - OwnerRamiro Limon - Owner
323/385-4607323/385-4607

Roberto Arcadia  Roberto Arcadia  
323/781.4427323/781.4427

WindowsWindows //  RejasRejas

StairsStairs  // EscalerasEscaleras
Fences Fences --  GatesGates  // CercoCerco

HandrailsHandrails // Pasa ManosPasa Manos

Tune-ups, Brakes,Tune-ups, Brakes,
All Major RepairsAll Major Repairs

Offi cial Smog StationOffi cial Smog Station
Infared Tune-Up ServiceInfared Tune-Up Service

(323) 227-4774(323) 227-4774

4793 Valley Blvd4793 Valley Blvd
El Sereno, CA 90032El Sereno, CA 90032

(Corner of Eastern and Valley)(Corner of Eastern and Valley)

GREG’sGREG’s
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICEAUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD

GregGregJoseJose

Open Daily 8am-9pm

Experience the East-sides Best Patio Dining

Bicycle Sales * Service * Repairs
Name Brand Name Brand 

Swimsuit SaleSwimsuit Sale

(323) 223-8554(323) 223-8554
2614 Pasadena Ave, Lincoln Heights, CA 900312614 Pasadena Ave, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

*  Ropa*  Ropa
*  Zapatos*  Zapatos
*  Juguetes*  Juguetes
*  Muebles*  Muebles
*  Electrodomesticos*  Electrodomesticos
*  Articulos Para El Hogar*  Articulos Para El Hogar

Reg. Price    $36Reg. Price    $36 - $72- $72
Tony’s Price $10 - $20Tony’s Price $10 - $20

We have large selection of One We have large selection of One 
Piece, Two Piece SwimsuitsPiece, Two Piece Swimsuits

and Bikini’sand Bikini’s

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
  This Resolution sends a clear mes-
sage to Metro and Caltrans that the 
Northeast communities will not sit 
idly by while our communities get 
destroyed by this senseless project.
  Metro had been considering a to-
tal of 12 alternatives, but just days 
before the City Council Resolution 
was scheduled to be heard, and con-
sidering massive pressure from the 
northeast communities, Metro re-
duced the number of alternatives to 
5, stating, “Build Alternatives F-2, 
F-5, F-6, H-2 and H-6 are the low 
performing and/or most environ-
mentally damaging alternatives as 
analyzed using the Study’s Pur-
pose and Need, objectives and 
established performance measures. 
Therefore, further evaluation of 
these alternatives is not merited.”  
  CURRENTLY, Metro continues to 
study the remaining 5 alternatives, 
including the tunnel extension:
1. No Build 
2. BRT 6 - Bus Rapid Transit) re-
fi nements – Los Angeles to Pasadena 
3. LRT 4 - Light Rail Transit Re-
fi nements – East LA to Pasadena 
4. F-7 -Tunnel Extension – Con-
necting north and south termini of 
existing SR 710 
5. TSM/TDM (Transportation Sys-
tem Management/Transportation 
Demand Management)
  Val Marquez, Concerned Neighbors 
of El Sereno stated, “What people 
need to realize, is that no matter 
what is proposed, any extension of 
the 710 – whether it’s a freeway, a 
tunnel, or a connector road – will 
always begin in El Sereno, and our 
community will be devastated by the 
impacts.  None of these projects are 
designed to solve our daily traffi c 
problems, but will only bring more 
traffi c and pollution to our commu-
nity.”

Here’s what the communities of El 
Sereno and Emery Park Alhambra 
can expect if a tunnel is built:

• Property values will decrease con-
siderably!

• As there are no exits along the tun-
nel route, it’s clear that the 710 tun-
nel is not meant for commuters. It is 
intended as a new truck route con-
necting the Ports of LA and Long 
Beach to the north I-5 and the 210 
east and west.

• Build it and they will come!  Ex-
perts estimate the tunnel will add up 
to 190,000+ vehicles a day, includ-
ing 17,000+ trucks.

• Construction is estimated to be 
24/7 for 5-12 years, and require over 
750,000 truck trips to remove debris 
and bring back fi ll material. 

• Homes in El Sereno and Emery 
Park Alhambra will be unlivable for 
the duration of construction. 

• Poor Design – Think TUNNELS!  
The plan is for two 4.5 mile long tun-
nels (4 lanes each, 8 lanes total), with 
no exits or ramps for entire length. 

• Noise will be signifi cant at the 
opening in El Sereno.

• Because there are no exits, if a fi re 
occurs, there is no easy way in or out 
of the tunnel - even for emergency 

vehicles.  

• The risk of death in a tunnel acci-
dent is twice as high.

• Water table and seismic stability 
concerns have not been addressed.

• The vents will be located at the 
openings and will blow toxic exhaust 
into El Sereno and Pasadena.

• The vents will be massive and a 
blight on our community.

• Vehicle exhaust and diesel particles 
cannot be properly fi ltered. Signifi -
cant smog and air pollution present 
health risks for tunnel drivers and El 
Sereno residents.

• Metro has not done a realistic cost 
analysis and “ballpark” the cost at 
$2.8 billion. Other experts estimate 
the cost to be closer $14 billion. 

• The 710 tunnels will be 1 mile lon-
ger than the Boston Big Dig, which 
ultimately cost $22 billion, including 
interest. 

• The State doesn’t have the money, 
so the tunnels can only be built with 
a Public Private Partnership (outside 
foreign investor). To recoup their 
investment, they will charge an esti-
mated $5-$20 toll. Drivers who can’t 
or won’t pay the toll will continue 
to cut through our neighborhoods, 
along with those from the additional 
190,000 vehicles.

OTHER COMMUNITIES’ 
POSITIONS:
  It is well known that South Pasadena 
has been fi ghting the 710 freeway 
extension for decades. However, as 

the facts continue to unfold, many 
more cities and communities, in-
cluding the northeast communities 
of Eagle Rock, Garvanza, Highland 
Park, Mount Washington, Glassell 
Park are uniting with them and El 
Sereno in the struggle against this 
senseless project.
  While we commend South Pasadena 
for their aggressive leadership in the 
fi ght against the 710, we must be wary 
of their Multi-Mode Low Build Al-
ternative proposal.  The PRIMARY 
COMPONENT of this Low-Build is 
a Connector Road that extends the 
freeway to Mission Road/Alhambra 
Avenue.  While CNES and South 
Pasadena are both fi ghting against 
the tunnel, we must all urge them to 
stop pushing this destructive Low-
Build alternative – and a Connector 
Road – into El Sereno and Emery 
Park Alhambra.  We must maintain 
the philosophy of NO 710 – not here 
– not anywhere!
  Metro Board member and Glen-
dale Councilmember, Ara Najarian 
has become an outspoken advocate 
against the 710 tunnel project.  He 
held a rally on the steps of Metro 
headquarters on September 27, 2012, 
while 710 opponents and several 
civic leaders, including mayors from 
Pasadena, South Pasadena, Glendale 
and La Canada Flintridge, as well as 
Assemblyman Anthony Portantino, 
demanded an end to the 710 study.
  “Large, visionary projects are things 
that we deal with all the time here at 
the MTA, ... but this tunnel idea is ill 
conceived. ... It is a step backward,” 
Najarian said. “The project is fl awed 
and it will collapse under its own 
weight.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Public Auto Auction
Subasta Publica

EVERY TUESDAY
at 9:00am

VEHICLE INSPECTION
AT 8:00AM

CADA MARTES
a las 9:00am

Inspeccion de Vehiculos
A las 8:00AM

101 North Avenue 18, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031
Phone: (213) 250.0143  *   Fax: (213) 250.4360

EVERYONE WELCOME
NO ADMITTANCE FEE / BUYERS FEE

www.viertels.com

DINO’S
B u r g e r s

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF
LINCOLN HEIGHTS & EL SERENO SINCE 1968

Open Everyday  5am - Midnight
WORLD FAMOUS

Pastrami * Burgers * Chicken
Phone Orders

323.223.1843
2817 North Main Street, Lincoln Heights, CA 90031

 Tile Company Since 1982
NEW METRONEW METRO

5477 ALHAMBRA AVE. EL SERENO, CA 90032   

WWW.NEWMETROTILE.COMWWW.NEWMETROTILE.COM

323/221.1144323/221.1144

*  HAND CRAFTED  
    CERAMIC TILES
*  TUMBLED STONE
    AND MOSAIC

*  GLASS 
*  METAL
*  CUSTOM PAINTED
     MURALS
* POOL / SPA TILE   
   & STONE
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LADWP Customers Are Being Targeted and 
Scammed Into Paying Water and Power Bill 

With Pre-Paid Cash Card

El Arca Adult Care Food Program

  The Los Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) and the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power (DWP) warn the pub-
lic of suspect/s who call DWP customers 
demanding that they pay their water and 
power bill with a pre-paid cash card.
  The scam begins when the suspect(s) call 
Los Angeles area residents advising them 
that their water and power bill has not been 
paid.  They then threaten to immediately 
turn off the customers’ services unless pay-
ment is made.  The suspect(s) demand that 
the victims go to a nearby convenience 
store and purchase a pre-paid cash card.  
The victims are instructed to call a dedicat-
ed telephone number and read the personal 
identifi cation number from the cash card.  
   Patrick K. Findley, Director, Security 
Services and Emergency Management of 
DWP said,  
“the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power would never call a customer and tell 
them to pay their bill in this manner.”  He 

continued by saying “We value our cus-
tomers and want to ensure that they are not 
scammed out of their hard-earned money.”  
  Detectives from LAPD are working in 
concert with the DWP to locate and iden-
tify the suspects responsible for scamming 
numerous customers out of hundreds of 
dollars.  Anyone with information regard-
ing this case or who may have been a vic-
tim of this scam is asked to call their local 
police station.  
    During non-business hours or on week-
ends, calls should be directed to 1-877-
LAPD-24-7 (877-527-3247).  Anyone 
wishing to remain anonymous should call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (800-
222-8477). Tipsters may also contact 
Crime Stoppers by texting to phone number 
274637 (C-R-I-M-E-S on most keypads) 
with a cell phone.  All text messages should 
begin with the letters “LAPD.”  Tipsters 
may also go to LAPDOnline.org, click on 
“webtips” and follow the prompts.  

BUG CONTROLBUG CONTROL

Tony Arreola

“We Assist Help Control Your Problems”“We Assist Help Control Your Problems”

323/381-8850323/381-8850
Pest Control Specialist
Termite Control Expert

onlinecoach@hotmail.com 
License #FR44811
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Coyotes Still 
Being Sighted 

in Area 
What to do if you

 encounter a Coyote 

  Coyote are known not to be 
afraid of humans.  Though a coy-
ote is only the size of a German 
Shepherd, and in many ways re-
sembles a dog, don’t expect 
a feral coyote to be deterred by 
your presence. 
  Coyotes are becoming used to 
seeing humans and associate hu-
mans with the presence of food.  
To avoid a coyote attack while 
hiking with your dog, you must 
not show fear nor startle the 
coyote into thinking that it must 
attack to survive. 
  Stand still, keep your eyes on the 
coyote, and once it shows signs of 
wishing to retreat, slowly chase 
him away.  Keep your dog behind 
you the whole time.
  A coyote will not come investi-
gating if you make enough noise 
to be a deterrent.  If you are hiking 
with another person, speak loudly 
so your voices carry.  To avoid a 
coyote attack while hiking with 
your dog along, call out, (hear 
bear, or what ever you can make 
up), to create a deterring noise 
that will keep a coyote away.  Re-
peat the cry every minute or so.
  As you hike with your dog pay 
attention to feces that you come 
across.  If it has fur in it, it is likely 
not the poop of another hiking 
dog but of a coyote who hunts for 
his keep. When you see coyote 
feces in your path, know that at 
least one coyote hunts in this area, 
which might lead to a coyote at-
tack on your dog.
  To avoid a coyote attack on your 
dog, be aware of the surrounding 
landscape.  If your trail is fl anked 
by open space or sharp downhill 
inclines, a coyote will be unable 
to sneak up on you.  Keep your 
eyes open and survey your sur-
rounding both front, sides and 
back.
  If you are hiking with your dog 
in a dense brush and come across 
coyote feces or remains of small 
dead animals, avoid a coyote at-
tack by keeping your dog near 
you on a leash.  Use the tips men-
tioned above, and keep your dog 
on a leash until the landscape be-
comes more open.
  Mace offers an excellent weapon 
against coyote attack if it is used 
wisely.  Hold the mace in your 
hand the whole time you are hiking 
with your dog.  To avoid a coyote 
attack when the animal charges 
toward you, spray the mace in its 
direction when it reaches the rec-
ommended distance for your spe-
cifi c mace bottle.  Be sure which 
direction the wind is blowing 
from.  If you are spraying mace 
against the wind in a coyote at-
tack, the wind will blow the gas 
back in your direction.  Spray low 
to catch the animal and diminish 
the effect on you if gas is blown 
your way. 

Don’t Panic
  How you react to seeing a coyote 
will affect your dog’s behavior.  
If you call him in a panicking or 
violent voice, your dog will real-
ize that there is great danger in 
the coyote opposite, and he will 
exhibit signs of violence him-
self, such as barking, growling or 
charging forward.  Your dog has 
no idea of the ferocity of a coyote 
attack and will be poorly matched.  
To get your dog to stay behind 
you, make sure he is trained to re-
spect your authority.  Otherwise, 
keep him on a leash when you 
take your dog hiking in nature.
  Coyote attacks are quick and 
ruthless. Coyotes grab the top side 
of the neck, then shake their pray 
to break the neck.  Because of the 
quick fi erceness of a coyote attack 
you must respond quickly. 
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Hollywood Foreign Press Association 
Awards $50,000 to Cal State LA Students

710 Fwy - The Big Dig

HFPA $50,000 grant to prep CSULA students
to work in the entertainment industry 

New Television, Film and Media 
Studies Center to open next 

summer

  For the third consecutive year, 
the Hollywood Foreign Press As-
sociation (HFPA) has awarded 
California State University, Los 
Angeles a $50,000 grant for the 
University’s Department of Tele-
vision, Film and Media Studies 
(TVFM).
 
  The prestigious award will help 
undergraduate and graduate 
students offset the costs of pursuing 
higher education degrees in a 
creative-based discipline, where 
expenses include costly techno-
logical equipment and such sup-
plies as cameras, high-capacity 
video storage hard drives, video 
tape, and editing software.
   According to John Ramirez, 
the grant’s principal investigator, 
“A number of our undergradu-
ate HFPA fellowship recipients 
these past two years have been 
enabled to complete their under-
graduate studies on schedule and 
gone on to successfully qualify 
for admission to CSULA’s MFA 
degree program in Television, 
Film and Theatre (TVFT). MFA 
recipients of the HFPA fellow-
ships have been able to meet the 
costs for high-quality profession-
al collateral, such as head shots, 
websites, publicity materials and 
venue rentals for the promotion 
and showcasing of their creative 
work.”

   Ramirez adds, “The HFPA grant 
helps signifi cantly to level the 
playing fi eld for CSULA’s TV 
and fi lm student recipients in the 
competitive local higher educa-
tion TV, fi lm and theatre studies 
landscape.”
   Launched in fall 2008, the MFA 
in TVFT program is the only one 
of its kind on a college campus 
in the United States that brings 
the four creative arms of the en-
tertainment industry—producers, 
directors, writers and actors—
together as cohorts.
 A new Television, Film and 
Media Studies Center—slated 
to open in summer 2013 nearby 
campus—will offer CSULA stu-
dents access to state-of-the-art 
technology along with innovative 
creative opportunities. The site 
includes a two-story TV studio, 
audio recording studio, post-pro-
duction room, media computer 
lab, screening room classroom, 
and other spaces, plus a two-level 
parking structure.
   In the center of the world’s larg-
est concentration of the enter-
tainment industry, this new facil-
ity will give CSULA a dynamic 
space to host a rotating roster of 
Hollywood’s top producers, di-
rectors, screenwriters and actors 
to campus as guest speakers and 
student mentors.
   For details about the TVFM de-
partment or the MFA program, go 
to www.calstatela.edu/academic/
tvft or www.calstatela.edu/aca-
demic/tvf/graduate.php.

CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 4
  Portantino stated that, expert 
after expert has supported his 
argument that a tunnel would be 
an economic and environmental 
disaster for Metro and the San 
Gabriel Valley. He said there is 
no concrete data to support build-
ing the freeway.”
  Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogaard 
said he has been fi ghting a surface 
freeway for more than 30 years. 
Even with that option off the 
table, he said, he’s not done fi ght-
ing.  “No one has ever paused 
to celebrate after a battle of 50 
years,” Bogaard said. “There’s a 
reason, and that is that the tunnel 
is no less detrimental.” 
  South Pasadena Mayor Michael 
Cacciotti said Metro needs to 
turn away from the tunnel, and 
explore greener options. Cacciotti 
said. “Let’s invest in a 21st cen-
tury transportation system.” 
  Najarian said he hopes Metro 
will ultimately consider the wide-
spread objections to a tunnel al-
ternative and halt the study. “We 
are trying to draw the line right 
now so we don’t waste any more 
money on this project,” Najarian 

said. 
  In recent days, Rep. Adam Schiff 
and state Senator Carol Liu have 
also issued statements calling on 
Metro to end consideration of a 
710 tunnel extension.
  The cities of Alhambra, Monterey 
Park, and the San Gabriel Valley 
continue to support extension, 
falsely believing this extension 
will cure their traffi c ills.
  With the growing overwhelming 
support of other cities and com-
munities, and now that the LA 
City Council has taken a stand 
to protect our communities, it’s 
crucial that we continue to keep 
them listening and show our 
elected offi cials and civic lead-
ers that we are united against this 
devastating project that would 
destroy our community.  
  We need to urge Councilmember 
Huizar to continue the momen-
tum and hold a Townhall Meeting 
in our community, with experts 
and analysts, as Pasadena and 
South Pasadena have done.  
  Metro has continually proven 
that they cannot be trusted.  They 
have outright lied, and routinely 
say one thing to one community 

and something else to another.  
They are not uniform in their 
message and don’t know how to 
outreach to our community.  We 
need our elected offi cials to lead 
the charge and be proactive not 
reactive.
  So, let’s show our offi cials 
we are mad as hell and will not 
take it anymore!  It’s time for El 
Sereno to get and stay informed 
and show-up in numbers at meet-
ings and events to show our lead-
ers that we will not be taken for 
granted or ignored. We now have 
the momentum and support and it 
is time for El Sereno to act!
  Finally, if it wasn’t for the tire-
less efforts of a few, the commu-
nity would be way behind in this 
struggle.  Concerned Neighbors 
of El Sereno would like to for-
mally thank THE VOICE COM-
MUNITY NEWS for their over-
whelming support through the 
years, with this 710 struggle and 
countless other issues. Thank you 
for getting the word out to the 
community, whether good news 
or bad.

  Consumers should be aware of 
a phone scam that can leave you 
with high phone bills. It starts 
when scammers call you pre-
tending to be with the police or 
sheriff’s department, public safety 
agencies, or hospitals. They may 
make up a story about your child 
or other loved one being hurt in 
an accident. They then tell you 
to call the offi cer at the scene of 
the accident by dialing *72 and a 
phone number they provide you.

DO NOT DO THIS!
  By dialing *72 at the begin-
ning of a call, you will activate 
call forwarding, if you subscribe 
to it, and all calls to your phone 
number will be forwarded to the 
phone number that the scammers 

gave you.
  When that happens, you may be 
billed a charge each time a call is 
forwarded to the other number. 
You may also be billed long dis-
tance charges, including collect 
call charges if applicable. Calls 
will continue to forward until you 
turn off the call forwarding fea-
ture. In some cases *73 turns off 
call forwarding, but that may vary 
depending on which phone com-
pany and the type of call forward-
ing service you subscribe to.
  By getting you to activate your 
call forwarding feature and pro-
viding you with a number (it 
could be to an expensive pay-per-
call service, the East Coast, etc.), 
the scammers can then call that 

number by dialing your phone 
number and you will be billed the 
additional charges. Don’t let this 
happen to you!
  You may have call forwarding as 
a feature of your landline or wire-
less service. If you are unsure if 
you have it, ask your phone com-
pany. Also not all call forwarding 
is activated by *72. If you have 
call forwarding, fi nd out how to 
use it, as well as all your other 
services.
  If this does happen to you, call 
your phone company to dispute 
the charges and report it to the 
California Public Utilities Com-
mission’s consumer hotline at 
800-649-7570.
http://www.calphoneinfo.com/

*72 Phone Scam - CONSUMER ADVISORY
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